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JOURNAL 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


OF THE 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 


At an Adjourned Session thereof, begun and holden in; pur- 
suance of law, at the State House, in the City of. Jackson, 
in the county of Hinds,on Monday the fourth day of Jan- 
uary, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and. for- 
ty-one, and the sixty-fourth year of the Independence of the 
United States of America. 


MONDAY, January 4, 1841. 


Br rr REMEMBERED, that on this day, at the place afore- 
said, being the time and place designated by law, for the 
assemblage of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, 
the members of the House of Representativ es, convened in 
the Hall of Representitives, at 12 o'clock, were called ito 
order by David F. Dozier, Principal Enrolling Clerk to the 
House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, a member elect from the 
county of Hinds, 

Mr. Murchison, a member elect from the city of Natchez 
was calied to the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, Mr. Lewis was appointed 
Clerk, pro tem. 

The following gentlemen then produced their credentials, 
and severally took the oathr prescribed. in the Constitution, 
and took their seats. 

From the county of Amite, T. J. Stewart ‘and Jaines M. 
Smiley. 

From the county of De Soto, Joseph J ohnson. 

From the:county. of Hinds, H. G: Runnells and David H. 
Dixon. 

From the county of Jones, Drury Bynum. - 

From the county of Lafayette, Paul B. Barringer. 

From the county of Lawrence, James M. "Türner. E 

From the county of Lowndes, Joseph S. Leake.: — -' 

From the couúty. of. Marshall, Harris O. Allen; William. 
Crump, Harry H. Means, and John T. Finley. 
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From the county of Oktibbeha, Spencer O. Harrington. 

From the county of Ponola, Anthony Foster. 

From the county of Pike, Hiram Terrell and Benjamin 
W. Leggett. 

From “he county of Smith, Tobias L. Lemley. 

From the couuty of Warren, Alfred C. Downs. 

From the city of Vicksburgh, Patrick W. Tcmpkins and 
Jacob S. Yerger. 

From the county of Yazoo, Charles E. Mount. 

On motion of Mr. Burrus,  . 
The House adjourned till to-morrow morning 12 o'clock, 


A. M. 


TUESDAY, January 5th, 1841. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. William Barnes, a member elect from the county of 
Copiah, 

Mr. John Daldwin, a member elect from the county of 
Yalobusha, 

Mr. Aaron Shelby, a member elect from the county of 
Coahoma, 

Mr. John R. Mabry, a member elect from the county 
of Yalobusha, 

Appeared within the hall, and the oath required by the 
constitution being duly administered by the Chairman, took 
their seats. 

On motion of Mr. Besangon, 

Horace Pagaud, Esquire, was appointed clerk pro. tem. 

Mr. Durham moved that the House now proceed to the 
election of Speaker; 

But before the question was taken, 

Mr. Magruder moved, that the House adjourn until three 
o'clock, which was overruled. 

And ‘thereupon Mr. Durham’s motion was. sustained. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Durham and Burrus, as 
tellers. 

The clerk then proceeded to call the roll, and. on motion, 
- the call was suspended. 

Mr. Allen, of Hinds, nominated, Mr. James Alexander 
Ventress, of Wilkinson. 

Mr. Wagster, of Clarke, nominated Mr. Joseph Bell, of 


Winston. 


Mr. Drane, of Choctaw, nominated Mr. Robert W. Rob- 


erts, of Scott. 
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The clerk then proceeded to call the names of the mem- 
bers, and the ballots were then deposited with the tellers; 
the result of which is as follows, to wit: 

Mr. Ventress received thirty-eight votes, (38.) 

Mr. Roberts received twenty-seven votes, (27,) and 

Mr. Bell received seven votes, (7.) 

Whereupon, the chair announced that Mr. Ventress hav- 
ing received a majority of all the votes, was duly and con- 
stitutionally elected Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and was thereupon, conducted to the chair by Messrs. 
Durham, Burrus and Downs, and the oath of office was ad- 
ministered to him by the chairman. | 

And the Speaker addressed the House. 

Mr. Murchison moved that the House proceed to the 
election of a clerk. 

And the question having been taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative; but, before tho House proceeded to the election, 

Mr. Runnels moved that the House adjourn to three o*- 
clock; which motion was lost. 

Mr. Yerger, of the city of Vicksburg, then nominated 
Mr. Richard M. Corwine, of Yazoo. 

E Mr. Bell, of Winston, nominated Mr. L. L. Taylor, of 
inds. - 

Mr. Durham nominated Mr. R. W. James, of Holmes 
county. ) 

Mr. Magruder moved that the House adjourn until 3 
o’clock, P. M. | 

Which motion was lost. " 

The Speaker here announced the resignation of William 
Need, former clerk of this House. 

The House then proceeded to the election of a clerk; 
Messrs. Burrus and Durham acting as tellers, and upon 
counting the votes, it appeared that 

Mr. Taylor received thirty-two votes (32.) 

Mr. Corwine received thirty-six votes, (36.) and 

Mr. James four votes, (4.) 

And the chair announced that no gentleman having re- 
ceived a majority of the votes, declared that thefe was no 
choice. o E 

Whereupon, the House proceeded to another balloting, 
and upon counting the votes it appeared that Mr. Taylor 
received thirty-six votes, (36) and Mr. Corwine, thirty-six, 
(36) and neither gentleman having received a majority of 
all the votes; the chair announced that there was no choice, 
and 4 y 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns, 
The Housé adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. Me 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Magruder, T 

The House proceeded to the election of Clerk, and on 
counting the votes, It appeared that Mr. Corwine received 
forty votes, (40); and Mr. Taylor received thirty-seven 
votes, (37.) 

Thereupon the chair announced that Mr. Corwine having 
received a majority of all the votes, was duly and constitu- 
tionally elected Clerk of this House. 5 

Mr. Corwine appeared, took the oath of office, and enter- 
ed upon the discharge of the duties of said office. 

The following message from the Senate was delivered by 
Mr. Downs, their Secretary: 

Mn. SPEAKER:—1 am instructed by the Senate to mform 
the House of Representatives, that they have assembled in - 
pursuance of the adjournment of the 23d of February last, 
formed a quorum, and are now ready to proceed to business 
under the direction of George B. Augustus as President, and 
James M. Downs, as Secretary. | 

Mr. Magruder offered the following resolution, viz : 

Resolved, That the Senate be informed that the House 
having elected James Alexander Ventress their Speaker, 
and R. M. Corwine their Clerk, is now ready to proceed to 
business. 

Mr. Wilcox gave notice that he would on to-morrow offer 
a resolution to suspend the thirty-first standing rule of this 
House, whiehis in the words following. to wit: 

«31. The unfinished business in which the House was 
engaged at the last preceding adjournment shall have the 
preference in the orders of the day, and no motion of any 
other business shall be received without special leave of the 
House, until the former is disposed of.” 

The following message from the Senate was delivered by 
Mr. Downs their Secretary: 

Mr. SPEAKER:—1 am instructed by the Senate to inform 
the House of Representatives that they have adopted the ` 
following joint resolution, to wit: 

“Resolved, (with the-consent of the House of Representa- 
tives,) that a joint committee of three members on the part ' 
of the Senate and members on the part of the House of 
Representatives be appointed to wait on the Governor and 
inform him that the legislature has convened in pursuance of 
the adjournment of the 23d February last, and are now 
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ready to receive any. communication he: may desire to 
make,” and have appointed, ọn the part eis the. ‘Senate, 
Messrs. Miller, Green and Alsbury. — .- VAS 

. On motion of Mr.: Durham, m we 

Said resolution was concurred.in and thé blank iù P. 
resolution filled with the number ‘five? -~ - 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Durham, Rob 
erts, Offutt, Allen of Hinds, and Boon. « ` 

Mr. Offutt gavé notice that on to-morrow he. would ask 
leave to introduce a. resolution for the appointment of a 
committee to enquire into the propriety and practicability of 
changing the mode of appointing the officer or officers to 
print the proceedings of the legislature. 

Mr. Durham from the committee appointed to wait on 
his Excellency the Governor, reported that the duty had 
been performed and that his Excellency would make a writ- 
ten communication in fifteen minutes. - 

A message -was received from the Governor, by. Mr. Rus- 
sell his private secretary, but before the same was read, 

The Speaker suggested to the House the propriety of hav- 
ing the journal, of the last-day of the last session, read. 

Mr. Magruder moved that the reading of the pu be 
postponed until to-morrow morning, . 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Roberts moved to dispense with the reading of the 
journal, which motion he withdrew. 


Mr. Wilcox moved that the reading of the j journal be dis-. 


pensed with until this day week, 
Which motion was loste ... -> 
Whereupon the journals were read, Spend 


Mr. Allen, moved that on page 915 in the reported iion 


of the House, on a bill entitled “an act to alter the bounda- 
 xies! ‘of Hinds and Madison counties,’ ? the name of Mr. Al- 
len be stricken out and that of ‘Mr. Williamson. 

Mr. Wilcox moved, that the first paragraph of the 7ist 
page of.the printed journal of this House atits last ses- 
sion, which is in the words following, to wit: * Mr. Wil- 
cox presented the petition of Joel Selman and others, citi- 
zens of the county of Jefferson, praying the lepislature to 
abolish the criminal code «of this.state so far at least as ‘its 
jurisdiction applies to said county,” does not recite the faets 
of the case, but that said paragraph. should read as follows, 
to wit: Mr. Wilcox presented the petition of Joel.Selman 
and othersycitizens of the county. of Jefferson, praying the 
legislature to pass an act abolishing the criminal court of 
this state, so far.atleast as its jurisdiction applies to said 
county.” 
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And the question being taken thereon, 

It was decided in the affirmative. 
On motion of Mr. Mount, 

The further reading of the journal was dispensed with. 
On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, 

Resolved, That the sergeant-at-arms be instructed to for- 
nish all the members of this House with a copy of the rules 
of the House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o- 
clock. 


WEDNESDAY, January 6th, 1841. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Wilcox moved the adoption of the following resolu- 
tion, in pursuance of notice given. yesterday, to wit: — 

Resolved, That the 31st standing rule of this House, which 
is in the words following, to wit: “31:—The unfinished busi- 
ness in which the House was engaged, at the last preceding 
adjournment, shall have the preference in the orders of the 
day, and no motion of any other business shall be received, 
without special leave of the House, until the former is dis- 
posed of," be suspended, and that no special leave of the 
House be required in order to the introduction of new 
business. 

And the question beirg upon the adoption. of said resolu- 
tion, it was determined in the negative. . 

Mr. Bradford gave notice that he would on to-morrow, 
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled “an act to define 
when Indian reservations shall be deemed and held liable to 
taxation." | 

Mr. Wilcox offered the petition of William Martin, from 
the county of Jefferson, praying that certain properties 
therein named may enure to him, which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

Was referred to a select committee of five, and the 
. Speaker appointed as said committee, Messrs. Wileox, Do- 
byns, Watkins, Inge and Land. | | 

The following message from the Senate was delivered by 
Mr. Downs, their Secretary, to wit: 

Mn. SrrAkER:— The President of the Senate has announ- 
ced the appointment of the following Senators to fill the va- 
eancies which have occurred in the joint standing commit- 
tees, since the last adjournment, to wit: 


* 
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Messrs. Fox and Bonney on the Judiciary committee m 
the place of Messrs. Campbell and Smith, resigned. 

Mr. Fox on the Committee of -Claims, in place of Mr. 
Smith, resigned. | . 

Messrs. Bonney, Matlock and -Duke, on Revisal and Un- 
finished Business, in place of Messrs. Campbell; Cox, and 
Bell, resigned. E O s E 

Messrs. Harley and Fox, on Propositions and Grievan- 
ces, in place of Messrs. Kyle and Smith, resigned. - 

Mr. Bonney, on Enrolled Bills, in the place of Mr. Camp- 
bell, resigned. | mE 

Messrs. Bonney and Harley, on Ways and Means, in 
place of Messrs. Campbell and Kyle resigned. 

Mr. Duke, on Elections, in place of Mr. Bell, resigned. 

Messrs. Davidson, Duke and Hariey, on Education, in 
the place of Messrs. Farrar, Bell and Kyle, resigned. 

Mr. Dobyns offered for adoption, the following resolu- 
tions, to wit: l B 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 
furnish this House with the original manuscript copy of the 
Journal and Laws of the session of this House, commencing 
on the first Morday of January, 1840, and ending the 22d 
day of February, 1840. j 

Resolved,. That a committee of five be appointed for the 
purpose of comparing the manuscript Journal of the session 
of 1840, with the printed copy now before this House, for 
the purpose of ascertaining its correctness, and if not cor-. 
rect, to what officer the blame is to attach. ; 

A division’ of the question being asked, it was ‘ordered, 
and the House rejected the first resolution. ) 

And the question recurring on the adoption of the second 
resolution, 

Mr. Runnells moved that said resolutton be so amended 
as to read, “and to report to this House all and every abuse 
if any exist, in relation to the public printing of this State.” 

And the question recurring upon the adoption of said 
amendment, 

The yeas and nays being called for by the constitutional 
number, they were ordered by the House. 

Those who voted m the affirmative were— 

Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen, of Marshall, Allen, of Hinds, 
Acker, Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Besangon, Berry, Brad- 
ford, Burrus, Billups, Binford, Boon, Bynum, Cook, Crump, 
Dixon, Downs, Durham, Dobyns, Draughn, Dunn, Ellis, of 
Jasper, Evans, Finlay, Fore, Foster, Frost, Graves, Goode, 
Harrington, Harrison, Holland, Inge, Jenkins, Johnson, 
. Jones, Lemly, Leake, Land, Means, Mount, Murchison, 
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Moore, Mabry, Matthews, Magruder, McGowan, Norris, 
Offutt, Owen, Roberts, Robinson, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, 
Shoemaker, Stewart, Terrill, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, 
Watson, Wagster, Watkins, Williamson and Yerger--68. 

And those who voted in the negative, are— 

Messrs. Drake, Cole, Ellis, of Copiah, Grinstead, Kilgore, 
Leggett, Moody and Turner—8. 

So the amendment was adopted. — . 

“Mr, Yerger moved the adoption of the following amend- 
ment, viz: ` 

. * And to enquire and report in whose custody and pos- 
session the manuscript Journal of this House has been since 
the adjournment of the Legislature in 1840.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

The following amendment offered by Mr. Besangon, was 
decided by the chair to be out of order, to wit: 

Amend by inserting after the word « Resolved,” “with 
the concurrence of the $ senate," and after the rai « five 
members," insert, “to act jointly with such committee as 
the Senate may appoint." 

The following amendment was offered by Mr. Crump, 
and decided by the Chair to be out of order, to wit: 

That, for the purpose of effecting the foregoing object, 
the said committee have power to send for. persons and 
papers. 

The question was now called for upon the original reso- 
lution, and decided in the affizmative. 

Whereupon the chair appointed as said committee, in 
accordance with said resolution, —eMessrs. Dobyns, Yerger, 
Offutt, Runnells, and Matthews, of Tippah. 

Mr. Offutt presented a petition from Margaret Graves 
and others, praying the change of the lines of a certain 
township therein mentioned, 

"^ Which being read, was, 
On motion of Mr. Oftutt, 

Referred to a select committee of three. 

Whereupon the chair appointed Messrs. Offutt, Allen, of 
- Hinds, and Roberts, said committee. 

Mr. Lemley gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, 
ask leave to introduce a bill, entitled “an act to repeal an 
act for the suppressicn of tippling houses and to discourage 
and prevent the odious vice of drunkenness,” approved 9th 
February; 1839. 

On motion of Mr. Ailen, of Hinds, 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the Gov- 
ernor’s message, which was read by the Clerk, 1 in the fol- 
lowing words, to wit: 
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oa " 
- Gentlemen of the Senate, - o 
“and House of Representatives: — o 

You have assembled in pursuance of your own adjourn- 
ment on the 22d day of February, to legislate for.the wel- 
fare of the State. In.my last annual message, I recommen- | 
ded various measures to your consideration, which remain. 
to be acted upon at the present session. 1 deem it unneces- 
sary upon the present occasion to repeat those suggestions, ` 
Further reflection has confirmed me in the belief of their 
salutary tendency, and 1 most respectively urge their adop- 
tion. Before the legislature again assembles, another bien- 
nial election will have been held, and. it is of the last impor- 
tance that laws should be passed carrying out the provisions 
of our revised Constitution, before that election takes place. 

A main inducement for the people to-change their funda- 
mental law in the year 1832, was to save the expense at- 
tendant on annual elections and yearly sessions of the legis- 
lature. "They clothed the Executive with the power of 
convening the legislature in cases.of emergency. The prac- 
tice of adjourning over to another year is in vioiation of 
the true intent and spirit of the Constitution, and attendant 
with great and unnecessary expense to the citizens of the 
State. . This is the seventh session of the legislature which 
has assembled during the last five years. The four extra 
sessions, have cost the State about two hundred thousand 
dollars, and have bankrupted the State Treasury. A care- 
ful examination of all the acts of the special sessions, will 
demonstrate that they have been productive of little good 
and much evil. Legislative service is voluntary; and when ` 
the members are assembled, the best interests of the State 
demand a despatch of the. public business and a final ad- | 
journment, leaving it to the proper authority to convene the 
Representatives of the people on extraordinary occasions. 
Since your adjournment, one fifth of the Senators, and one 
third of the Representatives, have vacated their seats. Many 
bills are now before you on their final passage, and may be 
disposed of before the new members have an opportunity of 
becoming familiar with their tendencies. Under such cir- 
cumstances, improvident legislation may well be appre- 
hended. | o 

I have received from the general government a complete 
set of. standard weights, prepared by a gentleman eminent 
for his scientific attainments, under the direction of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, and expect.soon to receive a set 
of standard measures, prepared. by the same anthority. No 
legislation has taken place since the. Territorial act of 1815 


A 4 4% 


12 


in relation to weights and measures, and no standard has 
been adopted since the year 1807. I have reason to be- 
lieve that immense losses are annually sustained by the 
state, in consequence of having no provision for the fur- 
nishing of standard weights and measures to the several 
counties, to test the accuracy of those in daily use. | 

A revision of the inspection laws is necessary to protect 
the people from the impositions constantly practiced. Arti- 
cles that will not bear inspection in other states, are landed 
on our shores. Bagging and rope, pork, flour and other ar- 
ticles, are put up specially for the Mississippi market. 
Nearly every piece of bagging sold in the state, falls short 
. of the mark by which it is purchased," from one to a dozen 

yards, and it frequently happens that the outside of the bolt 
1s of much better quality than the interior. 'The same de- 
ceptions are practised in the article of rope. Pork and 
flour are generally deficient in weight, and often fraudu- 
lently packed and marked. The existing laws vest in the 
county courts, and the corporations of the several towns, 
the sole power of providing standard weights and measures, 
and of prescribing the fees of the inspector—and authorizes 
the governor on the certificate of “ tiie county court of any 
county, or the government of any incorporated city or 
town in this state, to appoint and commission one good and 
discreet citizen, within such city or corporation, as inspector 
of flour and other provisions.” The county court was abol- 
ished by the people in Convention in the year 1832, and the 
several corporations have failed to call on the executive to 
appoint inspectors. In a few of the towns on the river, in- 
spectors have been appointed under corporation ordinances. 
Provision should be made for furnishing each county with a 
set of standard weights and measures, and for the appoint- 
ment of inspectors in each town and at the principal land- 
ings on the Mississippi river. Severe penalties are neces- 
sary to prevent the sale of the articles designated, before 
inspection, and the fraudulent packing and marking of goods. 
In order to' produce uniformity, the charges for inspection 
should be regulated by law, and provision made for holding 
all inspectors to a strict accountability. 

The resources of the state are annually taxed to the 
amount o: a million and a half of dollars, to pay for bagging 
and rope imported to cover our cotton crop. For many 
years those articles have been monopolized by speculators, 
by means of loans obtained from banks, and the price has 
been usually double that of former years. To counteract 
"this system, our planters during the last year have used 
large quantities of Scotch, German and India bagging. Ex- 
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perience has demonstrated that bagging fabricated out of 
cotton'answers an excellent purpose. By encouraging its. 
use a demand would arise for many thousand bales of our 
inferior, stained and trashy cotton. The principal objection 
to its use is, that the cloth is weak and is subject to be torn 
by cotton hooks. .To obviate this difficulty, 1 recommend 
the passage of a law prohibiting, under heavy penalties, the 
use of hooks in handling cotton bales, and requiring masters 
of vessels, to give bills of lading obligating the boat, owners 
and masters, to deliver the cotton to the consignees, clean, 
dry,and in every ‘respect in good order, and not to use 
. hooks, or tear or injure the baling. Frauds aré sometimes, 
though rarely, practised in this state, in packing cotton. ` 
Suitable penalties-are necessary to check such practices. 
The deplorable condition of the finances of the state will, 
I trust, engage your early attention. In my annual message 
of 1839, 1 informed you “that the annual expenditures far 
exceeded the receipts into the state treasury, and that re- 
trenchment—improvement in the collection of the revenue, 
or additional taxation must -be resorted to." In my mes- 
sage last January, -I again called your attention to the sub- 
ject, and advised you that the actual disbursements exceeded 
- the receipts arising from the ordinary sources, the sum of 
two hundred and twenty-eight thousand, three hundred and 
eighty-one dollars and seventy-onecents. From the report 
of the state treasurer to me, it appears that the receipts into 
the treasury “from the first day of December, 1839, to the 
thirtieth day of November, 1840, (both days inclusive,) were 
one hundred and sixty-one thousand, one hundred-and sixty- . 
one dollars and seventy-niné cents; sixty-three thousand and 
thirty dollurs whereof, were in-notes of the Mississippi Rail 
Road Company, which still remain in the treasury, and are 
unavailable.” The auditor’s report shows expenditures du- 
ring the same period to the amount of four hundred and 
ninety-one thousand, six hundred and thirty-two dollars and 
fifteen cents. There was expended during that period : 


On the Capitol, : $29,223 05. 
On the Penitentiary, . . 88,990 39 ` 
On the Executive Mansion, _ + 944849 54 
Paid Mississippi Union Bank for money hor- - 

, _ rowed by state treasurer, 1839, 157,500 00 


Paid Mississippi Union Bank for money bor- 
Towed by Gov. Lynch, Com. Public Build- 
ings, . | . ` 96,64. 50 


e ; $275,727 48 
It thus appears that the ordinary expenses of the state 
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government exceeded the receipts.into the treasury, thé sum 
of fifty-four thousand seven hundred and forty-two dollars 
and eighty-eight cents, and that the treasurer was unable to 
pay three hundred and ninety-three thousand five hundred 
dollars and thirty-six cents, of pay warrants of the auditor. 

The amount of unavailable funds in the state treasury 


are, 
Im suit certificate of deposite on Bran-: 
^ A don Bank, $229,584 .00 
Certificate of deposite on Citizens Bank, 
Madison county, | . 470 00 
Notes of the Benton and Manchester Rail o 
Road and Banking Company, 170 00 
Notes of the Lake Washington and Deer 
Creek Bank, ^ 250 00 
Notes of the Bank of Grenada, 7,098 00 


| $238,102 00 
in THE Treasury, | 
Notes of the Mississippi Rail 

Road Company, Natchez, $63,030 00 


Notes of the Mississippi Union 


. Bank, . 1,800 00 
Notes of the Hernando R. Road 
and Banking Co., 20 00 
Notes of the Real Estate Bank PM 
Columbus, 5 00 
Notes of the Kemper and Noxu- 
bee Navigation Company, 5 00 
Tickets of the Corporation of * 
Jackson, 362 ` | 
$64,863 62 


| | | $302,965 62 
This statement shows that more than three fourths of 
the State debt has been incurred in consequence of several 
of the state banks having failed to redeem their notes, taken 
in payment of the publie dues. The large sums due by the 
banks, may be considered lost. Ever since May 1837, all | 
the public officers have been paid in currency greatly de- 
preciated. During tne past year they have generally been 
unable to get their pay warrants cashed by the Treasury, 
and have usually been éompelled to sell them at about thir- 
ty-five cents per dollar. os 
Their salaries have been nominally much increased du- 
ring the last five years. The depreciation, however, of the 
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fards they have received-from the sfate; has ifi fact greatly 
reduced théir compensation during that period. " ^" ^". 
~ "Thirteen tax ‘collectors are in default for the year 1838, 
in the sum of twenty-three’ thousatid five hundred' and thir- 
ty-tliree dollars and thirty-eiglit cents ; and tweérity-oné, thir- 
ty-two. thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine dollars‘and 
twenty-five cents: for the taxes of 1939. Large balahces 
are still due for taxes which ‘have accrued previous to the 
year 1838. ‘ Some ofthe assessors have failed to return 
their assessment rolls.’ ‘The auditor estimates the taxes of 
1840,‘at one hufidréd and ninety-two thousand, eight hon- 
dred and seventy:six dollars and ninety-four cénts. t ‘will 
be perceived that: the ‘éxpenses of the- government cannot 
be sustained hereafter, without a change in oür whole sys- 
tem of assessing and collécting the revenue. - Not, mòre 
thán'one half of the taxable property in the státe is ever 
assessed, and large portions f the taxes collected are never 
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paid icto the state treasury.’ "e £c 

The constitution specially provides for the election: of 
nearly every’ state, district and county-officer, but. makes 
no provision for the election of assessors and collectors. It 
is therefore; competent for the legislature to’ change the ' 
method of théir appointment. Accountability can never 
be obtained unless the power of removal is vested in the 
Eixécutive, and, somé control given him ‘over their appoint- 
ment. It‘is indispensable‘ that ‘the ‘office 6f- assessor and 
collector‘ be divided in every county. If the taxes were 
all duly assessed ‘and’ faithfully collected: and paid into the 
' State treasury, our annual revénu&' would be at least two 
hundred and fifty thousand “dollars; 'a sum'amply sufficient 
to pay the ordinary expenses óf the government, and' leave 
a surplus to extinguish gradually the outstanding pay war- 
rants of the auditor. Our révenüe lews &re unequal: in 
their operation, and I-earnestly recommend a révision of 
the whole system. “us eis edw fogo dwn) 

The law authiorizes the reception’ of the pay warrants of 
the auditor tó be received for taxes.: In order to place all 
our citizens on an equal footing, and to enable the smalt tax 
payers to obtain such paper, ‘I ‘directed: thé auditor to issue 
his warrants in favor of the ‘public creditors im such sums 
as they requested.  ‘Thé'laige’ amount of warrants remain 
ing unpaid, will prevent any money ‘béitig paid into the - 
treasury for tnany" years; unless‘ provision ‘is:made for fund- 
ing them. ` Maiy: of the: outstandirig warrants ` are-in large’ 
sums, and it is believed’ that the hülders would be willing tà 
extend their payment for several years, if they were madé 
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to bear interest, and means provided for the annnal payment 
thereof. I therefore recommend the passage of a law au- 
thorizing the auditor to take up the unpaid warrants, by 
issuing others payable in two, three and four. years, bearing 
interest. Such warrants should not be made receivable in 
payment of the public dues, until after they. mature. It is 
desirable also, thet they should be accepted and registered 
by the state treasurer before they are put in circulation.. 
The embarrassed condition of all classes of our citizens, 
and the great difficulty of collecting the small amount of 
taxes now levied, admonish us of the necessity.of greatly 
retrenching the expenses of the government. It becomes 
us to ubolish all offices not absolutely necessary, and to re- 
duce the salaries of all officers to at least one half the pres- 
ent standard. The constitution prohibits the reducing of 
the salaries of the circuit judges, and several other officers 
during. their continuance in office. The terms of all the 
circuit judges, and of one of the judges of the High Court 
of Errors and Appeals, will expire next November. Unless 
their salaries are reduced at the present session, it will be 
out of our power to lower them for four years. The avid- 
ity with which such offices are sought, prove that compe- 
tent officers could be obtained on better terms. It is confi- 
dently believed that the ordinary annual expenses of the 
state government, may be reduced fifty thousand dollars 
without detriment to the public service. Should the legis- 
lature hereafter assemble but once in two years, a further 
sum of fifty thousand dollars would be biennially saved. In 
a free country, no citizen can ever expect to accumulate 
riches by remaining in the public service. A desire of ob- 
taining distinction and of benefitting the community, will 
always enable us to have our offices well filled. If our 
treasury was full and the public burthens light, we could 
afford to be liberal. When our finances become flourish- 
ing, it will be time enough to give large salaries to public 
officers. Should the proposed reduction be effected, justice 
demands that the treasury, should be placed in a situation to 
meet the demands upon it in par funds. MEC 
The act for the benefit of education, approved.February. 
14, 1839, appropriates all fines, penalties, forfeitures and 
amercements to sundry academies and other institutions. I 
am unable to say. whether much benefit has accrued from 
that law. Itis probable that but a small portion of the sums 
collected from those sources is.ever paid over.. It appears 
from the census returns of the Marshals of this state, that | 
there aré eight thousand three hundred and fifty eight per- 
sons over the age of twenty years that are unable to read | 


from: dthéx btàtes:umd;couütriesit. is: surely 'incümbent:ón 


from justice, and.a-letter-of the góvernor;of-Virginia in re- 
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on these vitally interesting questions. The, principles’con- 
tended:for by the governors of the: states of Ma 
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York are utterly: indefensible, and: in violation: of. both:the 
letter. dnd -spirit-of the national. compact, arid if::adopted 
generally, by. the .non-slayeholding -states;-will inevitably 
lead to a dissolution of the Union— Mississippi will:stand:by 
Georgia and Virginia in this exciting: controversy. Ui 
- Dlay.before you a létter and account: currênt;of Messrs. 
Humphrey & Johnson, the commissioners.who superinten- 
ded the:opening and. improving of the:Yázoo Pass, and.a 
copy of. their-contract with Shelby’ and Robb.:::Commis- 
sioners have been appointed: to contract for, and superin- 
tend the improvement in the navigation of the. Cold: Water 
River. -` i AN A TET 
'In accordance with my request, the ..Marshals of: the 
southern and northern districts of this 'state, have politely 
furnishéd:me with a .copy-of their.census. returns; :and the 
Statistical ‘information: collected by them.: . Believing that 
the information contained therein will be.of -great-utility: in 
facilitating you in the despatch of public business, I have 
caused an abstract to be made of said returns, and herewith 
transmit it—this: document shows that there were im ‘this 
state on the ist day of June, 1840, © es, cl v0 oss 
Free white males, 96,886" - Male sláves, `- 98,388 
iM  :€« females, 81,781 - - Female& ~:~ 97,376 
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| o7 1786607. ^7. ^ — (> — 195,764 
- ‘Free white persons deaf and dumb, .. ^ ^: . 69 
ZEN EE Nes sc blind €: Insane, - | "153 
Colored persons deaf, dumb and blind," Cc +18 
* 66 ^ $*': "insane ünd idiots, ^ © o 7 ^ 7:90 


- Free colored malés 20 17 1499 
“Do. do femalés ` - dE | | > 642 
‘Number of colleges  : x c Ml ue 


Do. stúdents © > cics | 
Do. . 'acádemiesaüd grammar schools Tt 
"De. > "scholars in‘said institutions ' ' ' 2480 
^ Do. primary andcommon'séhools ^ = ^'  '396 
- Do.” . scholarsin said schools ^; ^ ^ 8273 
-Do. “white persons over 21-yeats d Wes 50k 
LM '. age who caünotreàdand write © ^ 8358 
Do. * - horsesand miles: ' .^-:^ 109,227 
Do. mneateátle ^ '^ ^-^ oco. 693057 

. "Do. swine - oece6i e 750: * 1,001,676 
EE “Do, = sheep mA aD EE: fe seo Da doi 128,376 
"S Dos - bales-of ‘cotton trop of 1839- -1 685,568 
= Do...” bushelsof corn ^s: — ^" ^ 7184615337 
Dow ido s wheat? ss. 01:27 196,266 
Doe: “des . o oats: cor cita 07 5. 898,604 
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“The égttbh bh érop'of 1039: was ‘certainly. hot al Taiga E 
stàted mistakes "have qiosdoübt “Becurred in’ several cob ün- 
ties, iti ‘Consequence é of thé, assistant” marshals’ having Ye. 
timed: thé “number Of") pounds tof? seed. éottón ‘instead’ "of 
gifined cotton. "The: ‘act Pat Congress: Teqüired ^q" ‘péturn of 
the rümiber of pounds of ei tton: gatheréd—I- have estimated 
tlie: bale at: foür hürdred pounds: me 0005800797 

* ftis truly: pratifying to Witiléss" thie-g le jnckease i in ‘the 
population ahd wealth "ofthe? ‘state. " ricultural rë- 
ues E ad pry GEBOTE tó. "Fébtore à Es spi lily “the are 

the éx-, 

isti" disói — Z Ep prodiicê "aiibi Re "equal w 
value to oné-third of the: "Whefé"efop of. thie ‘Union; “and” it 
yields sin &moütt'équal to one Seventh of all hie i exports of 
the United Sta fates, à domestic growth. 2 "The imiijense: dn- 
crease já thé. growth'of: corn; Oats,’ wheat and Tye; and’ the. 
large aniount of horses, cattle dtid swine raised by our plán- 
tere: have already miade- dis ‘independent, of other! States ‘for. 
the "nlecdéstiriés a of life; or: nme APA, Sá 

«The: banking Systém ` ‘sf this ‘state “ademas your ‘consi’ 
detation: * During” thé: ‘périod of dur “revolutionary strup- 
gles,” ‘the’ ‘congress ‘OF the, Ooiifederation;" and the Several 
states, issted i imense abioúnts Of paper money to carry on” 
the war, ` Before ‘its~élose;’ this morey had depreciated's So ` 
rriuch as tó bêtomê riseless As- a: cürrenéy; and worthless as Í 
ah article ‘of merchandize: * i Much of it ha: ‘ever. been Té 
deéinedydtid thé-holders of that’ portion paid; received’ but a a. 
small fraction of their dues. The .deranged" State: of the 
finances Of ‘the country; the low state ‘oF } public crédit; and 
the total irisüfficiehiy'of-the &rtieles: of the S Confedetation to 
command ‘espéct ‘abroad * or’ “Security at home; induced the 
states to assemble in convention, atid to adopt à constitution 
for the United States of America. . That sacred instrument | 
providés, that® no státe'Shall-cóin' money, emit bills of "crédit, 
of iake anything but gold and Silver a tender in: "payment 
of debts. Ali the states- of this Union have departed from" 
their appropriate spheres, b oy chatériti g banks" ith autligr- 
ity to issue bills to circulaté as Money and pidty o of them 
have borrowed immiénse sút of ineo pur ses of 1 in- 
ternal improvernant;and to" establish báziks, "he cónstitü- a 
tionality ofthese ineasürés may ‘wal be questioned; The” 
history of-théir operations, for’ the" Jast tive! Years, | démoóri-;: 
strates. their ruinous tendencies; ^ They have alli disregarded | - 
the testraints* of thé ‘law, ‘defied’ legislative" cóntrof, and” 
failed: to furnish: a “stable” sound: Convertible” "éürfency. T? 
consider: the ‘while system Vicious. Tt'can Never be. 5o Te- ' 
gülated, às to becoine useful to: any: 'cotimunity^ “Banks of- 
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issue place it in the power of a.few men, to alter the stan- 
dard of value, unsettle the, price.of property, and. to pro- 
duce alternate expansions; m. business, and revulsions.in 
commerce. Incorporated. banks, of.discount and deposit, 
confer special privileges on the few to the detriment of the 
many, and enable those.who control,them to monopolize 
every article of produce they desire, to the great injury.of 
both the producer and the consumer. In prosperous times 
they discount freely, and thus stimulate speculation, extra- 
vagance and idleness. . When.a revulsion takes place, they 
are unable to help the needy, and add. to the pressure by 
heavy calls on their debtors to:sustain their waning credit. 
The immense losses sustained . by. their stockholders, will 
cause capital hereafter.to seek safer and more profitable in- 
vestments, and bank stocks. will not: for, many years beim 
much demand. During the last four years, all the banks im. . 
this state have been unable to furnish exchange equal to, the’ 
value of the cotton crop of a single. year. The present, 
situation of our banks, places it beyond their power to, fur 
nish a sound currency, or to aid the indebted portion ofthe 
community by further loans. Justice to their creditors,. 
debtors, and stockholders, and to the state, imperiously de- 
mand that they be placed in liquidation for the benefit of all. 
concerned. The bank law of last February was too feeble 
in its provisions to command the regard of the bank direc- 
tors. In accordance with its provisions, I issued,my. pro- 
clamations, declaring the charters of the. following. banks 
forfeited, to wit: Cc o tor. 

The Tombigby Rail Road and Banking Company; 

The Hernando Rail Road and Banking Company; 

The Mississippi Rail.Road.and Banking Company; . -> 

The Benton and Manchester Rail Road. and. Banking. 
Company; T ue su 

The Grand Gulf Rail Road and Banking Company; . - 

The Aberdeen and Pontotoc Rail Road. and. Banking. 
Company; ye. 00 «i. ZEIT 

The Bank of Vicksburg; l a 

The Mississippi Union Bank, and... 

The Citizens” Bank of Madison County. eal. 

_ Copies of those proclamations are submitted to your con-- 

sideration. [also trangmit copies of my correspondence 
with the Mississippi. Uniqn. Bank, and the Mississippi Rail 
Road Company, in relation to. the appointment of .commis- 
sioners to make out a schedule of the assets and. liabilities . 
of. these institutions. None. of the banks have appointed: 
commissioners to act in conjunction with those appointed: 
by the Executive, and I believe they have-all refused to 
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give the'state 'cómmissionéks access: tó their ^books and 
papers: KE mu ee ae Mi ap) SSS ki es es ; + 
- It is bélieved that the following-banks have failed: tô com- 
ply with the injütictióus of the bank law, to-wit: °° -> > 
“The Commercial Bank of Columbus; ct 
"The Commercial Bank: of Rodney; "cm 87> 
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"The Agricultural Bank; ` ge em 
The Planters’ Bank of Mississippi; — ^ WE 
: The Bank of Lexington; © - EE 
The BankófGremada; © 7 ^ 7 5 7 07 07€ 
The Vieksburg Water Works'and Banking Company; and 
The Commercial and Rail Road Bank of Vicksburg. ` 
Al the assets of the latter institution, were assigned to 
trusteés, by the board of directors, previous to the passage 
of the bank-law. “The evidence required by law has nct 
been furnishedto the Executive, tô enable him to issue his 
proclamations declaring the charters of those banks forfeited. 
I have understood that the Commercial Bank of Natchez, 
the Comniercial Bank of Manchester, the West Feliciana 
Rail Road and Banking Company, the Bank of Port Gibson, 
and the Northerh Bank of Mississippi; complied with the 
piove of the bank law during the last year. . Their 
eaviest engagements were to be met-on the first day of the 
présent month. MEE ONES K LEE ae ee 
The situation and affairs of the Mississippi and Rail Road 
Company, the. Planters’ Bank of this State, and of the Mis- 
sissippi Union Bank, will'demand your calm consideration. 
All those institutions are insolvent; and neither of them 
can ‘resume specie payments for several years, or make fur- 
ther loans. I submit herewith eopies of my lettérs to those 
banks, calling for specific: information in relation to their 
condition, and the answers and statements furnished. «The 
Union Bank has four thousand three hundred and forty-nine 
dollars and'six cents of specie ot'hand. >°- n. 


‘Her suspended debt in suit is, | " $2,098,869 26 


suspended debt úot'sued on, ^ ` `` 1,777,337 78 
resources, chiefly unavailabie, —— . - 8,034,154 28 
immediate liabilities, © - > 3,034;154:28 


| capital stock; ` ae . "““-5,000,000 00 

A reference to the report 6f the'joint? committee of thé 
legislature, at the last session, will'satisfy yóu that not more 
than-one-thitd of the debts due the ‘bank ‘will be collected, 
and that tlie whole eapital stock has already been lost.— 
"The bank has seven thousand bales of cotton iü Liverpool 
unsold, on which it has drawn $267,116 04." ‘An advance 
of sixty dollars per bale was made to thè planters upon 
that cotton in 1838. “They will sustain a clear loss. in- 
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cluding interest, of thirty. dollars per bale; equal, in the 
aggregate, to $210,000. The bank has been irretrievably: 
ruined by making advances upon ‘cotton, issuing post notes, 
and loaning the principal portion of her capital to insolvent. 
individuals and companies. The situation of.the Missis- 
sippi Rail Road Company and the Planters? Bank, is equally 
bad. The former, in the year 1839, issued about. a million 
and a half of dollars in post notes, and. expended: them in 
. nonstructing the rail road and building expensive -depotsa-— 
I certainly would not have approved: the transfer act, had 
" I anticipated this improvident. course. The company has 
failed to pay the interest on the Planters’ Bank bonds.. The 
. Bank of the United States has advanced the same, and. has 
presented an account against the state for one-hundred and: 
twenty-four thousand. two hundred and twenty-two dollars 
and twenty-two cents,and demanded payment thereof in 
specie. The first instalment of the Planters’ Bank bonds, 
amounting to the sum of $125,000 will be due next July. 
No provision has been made for its payment. One..of the 
circuit judges has decided that recoveries cannot. be had. 
on the notes belonging to the Sinking Fund. The fund is 
specially apprepriated to the payment of the two first in- 
stalments of the Planters’ Bank bonds. The Mississippi 
Union Bank, hereafter, will be totally unable to pay the 
interest on the five million of state bonds issued. in 1838. 
In my last annual message, L informed you that I had de- 
clined executing the last five and a half millions of state 
bonds, called . for by the Mississippi Union Bank. Having 
a well founded apprehension that an attempt would. be made 
illegally to dispose of the five millions of State bonds, is- 
sued in the year 1839, and delivered to the managers of the 
. bank, I issued my proclamation on the second day of March 
last, “warning all persons and corporations not to advance: 
money or securities or credit on the hy pothecation of said 
bonds, or to receive the same in. exchange for the circula- 
tion or other liabilities of the Mississippi Union Bank, or 
to purchase the same on a credit, or for a less sum than. 
their par value in specie, or on any other terms not ex- 
pressly authorized by the charter of said bank.” . A copy 
of that proclamation is herewith transmitted. . I am happy 
to inform you that it had the desired effect, and has pre- 
vented an invalid sale of those bonds. Inasmuch as there 
is no prospect that the state bonds, and the semi-annual in- 
terest accruing thereon, can be paid by the banks bound 
therefor, it becomes us to consider the attitude in which, 
this state of things places the state. Iam not advised upon, 
what terms the two millions of state bonds, delivered to. 
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the Planters’ Bank. in ..the-year 1831. and: 1833; Wete sold, 
Those bonds were endorsed:by the’ bank,dnd the act trans- 
ferring the state:stock:in the Planters’ Bank tó the Missis-- 
sippi Rail Road- Company, and dbligating‘the latter cóta- 
pany to pay-the interest on those -bonds, ‘and- seventeen: 
hundred: and fifty thousand dollars of the’ principal, does not 
dnd could not: release the Planters’-Bank from:her-obliga- 
tions to.pay both principal and interest in.the eventiof the 
failure of the Mississippi: Rail Road Company-to-pay-the 
same-punctually. - The bond holders have never assented 
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to the transfer‘act. =<: z: E eg T 
The following: measures :in relation -to ‘the’: Mississippi: 
Union Bank will no doubt'be proposed: 2.4) 77 es € 
1st. Releasing the individual stockholders, and making ‘it: 
a state institution,. binding the ‘state. for all the issues and: 
liabilities of-the bank,.and-authorizing the hypothecation of 
ide state bonds, or: a: sale. thereof for less than their par. 
value. pe^ Te ue" E Lus E RE LE 
. 2d, Releasing the private stockholders, placing the bank. 
in liquidation; and. inposing a direct tax sufficient fo pay the: 
principal and interest of the bonds, punctually, if mdulgence: 
cannot be obtained. © re 1 8e 
3d. Placing the Bank in liquidation for the benefit’ of “alk: 
concerned, and repudiating the -sale of- five millions of: the 
bonds in the year 1838, on.account of fraud and-illegality. 
The ninth section of the seventh article of the constitution 
provides that “no law shall-ever’ be passed to raise'a loan: 
of money upon the credit of the state, or to: pledge: the faith: 
of the state for the payment or redemption of any loan.or 
debt, unless such loan be proposed in the Sénate: or House 
of Representatives; and be agreed ta’ by a majority-of the 
members of each house, and entered: on their:journals, with 
the yeas-and' nays. taken thereon, and be referred to the: 
next succeeding legislature, and be published: for three 
months previous to the next regular election, in three: 
newspapers of this state; and unless:a majority:of each 
branch of the Legislature so elected, after such publication; 
shall agree to, and. pass:such law; and in such-case the yeas; 
and nays shall be.taken, and entered on the journals ofeach: 
house.”.:. It is very clear that. no-fundamentual:‘change:carr 
constitutionally be made:in the. charter of the bank. without. 
the. action: of a .succeeding legislaturej-—-and the:existing 
charter does -not:authorize the. hypotheeation of-any-state: - 
bonds, or a*sale:at less than their par value, in cash. : Bank 
charters are special grants of privileges, and. beinz'in deros 
gation: of private rights, must be construed “strictly—great. 
mjury must result from a further sale of state bonds..-- ~ 
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The .power of the legislature. to release‘the private stoek- 
holders.from their obligations, is, at leest, questionable; and 
its policy clearly wrong.. “They have generally been fa- 
vored in the distribution of loans,—and have controlled: the 
institution during the last year. The directors- elected by; 
them have denied the right of the state to require the Bank 
to resume specie payments or to go into liquidatión—and 
have, through their president, indireetly charged the mem- 
bers who voted. for the bank law of the last session, and the 
' chosen Executive of the state who approved it, with a wil- 
ful violation of the constitution; and have insisted -that 
none but stockholders. were eligible as directors, on the 
part of the state. The best interests of the stockholders, 
ereditors and debtors of the bank, and the character of the 
state, demand a liquidation of the affairs of the institution. 

Tt will be seen by the documents accompanying my an» 
nual message in the year 1839, that five millions of bonds 
were disposed of on the 18th of August, 1838, for five mil- 
lions of dollars, payable im five equal instalments, on the 
first day of November, 1838, and on the first days of Janu- 
ary, Mareh, May and July, 1839—interest accrued on the 
bonds from the day of the contract. The punctual perform- 
ance of the same was guaranteed by the Bank of the United 
States, and the purchase was undoubtedly made on account - 
of that institution, and the payments made with her funds. 
The charter of the Bank of the United States.contains the 
following clause, “ The said Corporation shall not directly 
or indirectly deal or trade in any thing except bills of ex- 
change, gold and silver bullion, or in the sale of' goods really 
and truly pledged for money lent and not redeemed in. due 
time;—or goods which shall be the proceeds of its lands— 
neither shall it make any loan to any foreign Prince or 
State, unless previously authorized by law. . The said Cor- 
poration shall not be at liberty to purchase any stock what- 
ever, except their own stock, treasury notes, or.public stocks 
ereated by the government of the United States, or of. this 
State, or stock of, or loans to, any of the mcorporated.com- 
panies of this state, for the construction and improvement of 
roads, bridges, eanals, or inland navigation, or other stocks 
which may be bona fide pledged as security for debts to the 
Bank, and not duly. redeemed.” © It. therefore follows that 
the. purehase by that institution was illegal, and in fraud of 
its charter.. I have understood that the larger portion of 
those bonds have not been sold by the bank, but are hy- 
pothecated with-European bankers, and loans obtained upon 
them. It is a well setiled principle of:law, that where no 
authority is given tó an agent to sell on time, no: legal sale 
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can ‘be made except ‘for cash. The: charter Of the-Missis- 
sippi Union Bank is;expressly made a part ‘of the agreement 
for the.salé of the state-Bonds;in.1838. . That sale was ilegal 
and fraudulent, and:either of the-following- grounds:ive suffi- 
cient to prevent its having any-obligatory force on this'state; 

1st. The Bank of'the U; States is.prohibited by its charter 
from purchasing: such’ stock either directly. or: indirectly. - 

2d. It was fraudulent on'the part of that-Bank, inasmuelr 
as the contract was made: in the name-of an individual, when 
in fact if was for the benefit of thé Bank, and: payment was 
made with its funds. “ii s 0o: oos os o ons X 
. 3d. The sale was illegal, inasmuch as the bonds were sold 
on a credit. T uM pomi. 

‘Ath. Interest to: the amount .of -about- one hundred and 
seventy thousand dollars having accrued on those bonds. be- 
fore the purchase: money: was- stipulated to be all paid, the 
bonds were in fact sold:at less than their par value, in direct 
violation of the ‘charter of the bank. =.. © | s 

Ít no doubt will be contended that, inasmuch as those 
bonds may have passed into the hands of innocent purcha- 
sers, that the state is bound: to redeem them. “This argu- 
ment vanishes, when it is considered that under our statutes 
all defences may be set up.against an endorsee which would 
be available against a payee. NT 

"Phe constitution: of the State having designated with 
great preeision the manner in which the faith of the state 
alone can be pledged; and the statutes having been made a 
part of the agreement for the sade of those bonds, all persons 
pürchasing them must be considered as doing so at their 
perl. Admitting that it is competent for the state to accept 
and affirm an illegal sale of state bonds, it can only be done 
by, the passage of a bill for that purpose by two successiv e 
legislatures. It will be remembered that the commissioners 
charged with the sale of the'state bonds, were appointed by. 
the corporation of the Union Bank, and were not amenable 
to the legislatüre or the executive for the manner in which 
they discharged the trust'confided to them. “The executive 
of the state has never admitted the validity of the sale of the 
state bonds—neither the Executive, Senate, House of Rep- 
resentatives, nor all of them combined, could ‘ratify an an- 
constitutional pledge of the faith of the state or an illegal 
sale of state bonds. The Constitution would be of little 
value ilit could be trampled upon with impunity arid unborn 
millions loaded with a debt contracted in opposition to its 
express provisions. . Our ancestors after a struggle of eight 
years continuance, conquered their: independence of Great 
Britain, because that Empire sought to:impose:a.. small tax 
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upon tea;.without their consent; to aid in.extinguishing the: 
heavy debt incurred in wars carried on-for. our. protection. 
against our French and Indian neighbors. : The freemen of 
Mississippi are not so degenerate.as to submit to.heavy tax- 
. ation to pay a claim not contracted in accordance-with their. 
supreme law. I trust the day is far distant when the light 
of Heaven, the fire that warms: us, the bread we eat, the: 
clothes we wear, all articles of produce and every necessary 
of life, will be taxed to pay a demand founded neither in 
justice nor equity. Should the legislature differ with me in 
opinion, and resolve te impose a sufficient.tax on the per-. 
sons and property of all the people ofthe state to, pay the 


interest on the state bonds and to provide for the principal. . 


as it falls due, the following sums must be provided for at 
your present sessione. —  : - at us 
Interest advanced by the Bank of the.United =... : 
States on the Planters’ Bank bonds, . $124,222 22: 
First instalment due July, 1841, $125,000, . - É 
Exchange to pay same in London, 12,500 . . 
| : | 137,500 -00 
Interest accruing in 1841 and 1842,0n , 
$2,000,000 Planters’ Bank bonds, : l 
and $5,000,000 Union Bank, . $740,000 © 
Exchange, | . . 74,000 


^ 


814,000 :00 
=: $1,075,722 22 
Interest accumulating on interest unpaid, ~ 25,000. 00- 

_ Auditor’s warrants, ^ i -, 400,000. 00 
| | $1,500,722 22 

In the event of the passage of a law during this session to: 
raise the above sum by taxation, it would have to be assés-. 
sed the present vear, and could not be collectéd before the. 
spring of 1942; and the taxes of 1842 would not be availa- 
ble until the spring of 1843, I have not, therefore, over ese. 


timated the amount required. As the taxes are increased, ` 


insolvencies will increase also, and subjects of taxation be 
greatly diminished; for if they, become intolerable, the state 
will depopulate. If new subjects of taxation are not resort- 
ed to, each tax payer in the state will have to pay, twénty. 
dollars where he now pays one. Such an enormous tax 
can never be collected from the hard earnings of, the people 
of this State. They will not elect representatives who will 
impose it, or tax gatherers who will collect ite? =. 
a A. G. MeNUTT. «= 
Executive DEPARTMENT, . ; — Am. 
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City of Jackson, January 5, 1841. 
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Counties. 


Adams, 
Amite, 
Ciaiborne, 
Copiah, 
Clarke, 
Covington, 
Franklin, 
Green, 
Hinds, 
Hancock, 
Holmes, 
Jasper, - 
Jackson, 
Jefferson, 
Jones, ` 
Semper,’ 
Leake, 
Lauderdale, 
Lawrence, 
Madison, 
Marion, 
Neshoba; 
Newton, 
Pike, 
Perry, 
Rankin, 
Scott, 
Simpson, 
Smith, 
Wayne, 
Washington, 
Warren, 
Wilkinson, 
Yazoo, 
Attala, 
Bolivar, 
Carroll, 
Chickasaw, 
Choctaw, 
Coahoma, 
De Soto, 
Itawamba, 
Lafayette, 
Lowndes, 
Marshall, 
Monroe, 
Noxubee, 
Octibbeha, 
Ponola, 
Pontotoc, 
Tallahatchie, 
^ 'Tippah, 
Tishemingo, 
Tunica, 
Winston, 
Yaliobusha, 


Total, 


Free white females. 


1994 
1734 
1399 
2463 
973 
880 
996 
554 
2815 
934 
1662 
1218 
660 
1064 
599 
2142 
737 
1856 
1733 
1727 
983 
798 
962 
1795 
687 
1968 


Frec white persons deaf 


557. 


1169 


140 
554 
234 
2134 
1519 
1289 


1372 


- 157 


2353 

959 
2096 

290 
1814 
2235 
1658 
2596 
4321 
2473 
1774 

938 

991 
1369 

620 
3639 
2773 

235 
1463 
3004 


and dumb. 
Free white persons blind 
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and insane. 
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96,886 81,781 -69 153 98,388 97,376 
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Reported to the Legislature, by the Governor, at the adjourned session thereof, in January, 1841. 


Male slaves. 


Female slaves. 


7314 
9814 
4819 
1942 
463 
447 
1380 
235 
5958 
481 
9791 
624 
210 


' 4569 


54 
1498 
268 
744 
1113 
5732 
047 
394 
284 
1210 
234 
952 
237 
474 
217 
ATi 
3204 
5323 
5529 
3728 


544 
450 
2655 
403 
798 
251 
1518 
378 
1430 
4387 
4096 
2110 
2987 
1129 
1104 
806 
749 
1091 
443 
123 
778 
2758 


Free colored males. 
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Deaf, dunb, and blind 


colored persons. 
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and idiots. 


Colored persons insane, 
— Colleges. 
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Number of students. 
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100 


. 60 


53 
54 


454 
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T 3i1 13 
6 149 1l 
3 71 9 
12 
5 
1 30 3 
10 
8 
3 100 18 
2 40 3 
1 5 13 
1 21 3 
1 40 15 
1 133 9 
1 30 4 
2 170 32 
4 
2 
12 
6 
3 
3 
4 
4 
2 184 7 
6:.964 5 
SEND 
6 
1 
3 165 11 
4 
15 
3 
13 
~ 77 
2 84 ri 
2 75 10 
9 292 96 
3 93 10 
7 170 4 
13 
4 
1 30 3 
3 
1 40 12 
14 
1 
E 1 
2 65 91 


Number of scholars. 


71 2480 396 8273 


over 2} 
who can- 


years of age, 
not read and write. 


White persons 


58 


Bales of cotton gathered 
in the year 1239. 


r 
a 


-—s 


Bushels of corn made in 
1939. 


196,569 
311,970 
353,875 
331,650 
130,360 

94,977 
153,520 

34,264 
650,500 

24,052 


4 — 480,740 


160,245 
15,675 
364,972 
24,880 
238,017 
67,670 


216,554 
877,893 
102,000 


2 3,230 


95,750 
180,345 
42,590 
176,520 
50,564 
132,066 
66,993 
5,323 
543,140 
473,693 
536,340 


170,892 


42,350 . 


455,205 
129,280 
276,202 

48,779 
159,245 
203,252 
270,848 
575,140 


2 731,514 


331,190 
400,750 
158,990 
231,250 
167,845 
136,760 
395,160 
281,451 
24,210 
207,165 
543,685 


— 


— 


8,358 482,825 13,161,931 


Horses and mules. 


3,293 
2,807 
3,728 
2,569 
1,047 
939 
1,511 
555 
4,364 
764 
2,905 
1,289 
496 
4,079- 
406 
2,415 
716 


1,950 
5,038 
1,205 
812 
925 
1,874 
614 
539 
1,115 
674 
703 


4,422 
5,162 
3,581 


1,236 
322 
3,042 
1,099 
1,742 
352 
1,814 
2,232 
2,041 
4,966 
5,007 
3,079 
2,966 
1,537 
1,623 
1,760 
909 
3,004 
2,380 
193 
1,542 
3,383 


109,227 


Neat cattle.. 


22,053 
13,904 
15,073 
19,197 
12,080 
10,102 
7,972 
10,513 
17,595 
17,097 
21,137 
16,824 
8,770 
15,156 
7,329 
12,251 
4,570 


4,847 
21,045 
16,785 
10,003 

9,316 

9,421 
13,645, 

4,379 

5,898 

7,693 

9,954 
10,297 


22,648 
22,119 


19,032 . 


9,115 ' 


2,414 
16,651 
6,371 
10,424 
3,430 
8,868 
12,301 
9,000 
11,960 
14,621 
19,097 
10,075 
8,447 
7,353 
6,203 
4,737 
15,2€2 
11,120 
1,868 
8,729 
14,976 


36,994 
29,371 
2,089 
19,898 
33,512 


623,157 1,001,676 


128,376 


N A of bushels of wheat- 


“285 


-249 
1,008 
2,278 

22 


3,707 
2,550 


15 
299 
7,855 
1,077 


3,329 
1,098 
187 
7,163 
1,934 
257 
203 
255 
1,255 
9,134 
1,379 
290 


834 . 


2,909 


6,208 
3,801 
4,006 


2,600 
8,101 
9,496 

13,668 


19,118 


22,592 
4,072 
2,475 
2,041 
8,783 
1,887 

15,701 
5,130 

436 
2,843 
14,558 


196,266 


of the CENSUS RETURNS of the State of Mississippi,as taken by the Marshals of the Northern and Southern Districts thercof, for the year 1840. 


No. of bushels of oats. 
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DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE ‘GOVERN. 
vo OS MESSAGE. nose 
Ea 


RESOLUTION OF tHE STATE OF ‘connzorrovr, IN RELA. 
at co + + PION TO. THE ‘TARIFF. AES 


p a Gaai mem of the State of Connection’: hol- 
den at New Havenyin said State, on the first Wednesday of 
May, in the year:of our Lord « one thousand: eight hundred. 
and forty: 

WurREAS our boiebihess. having: freed más from. 
the British yoke, and found by experience, the incompe- 
tency of the confederation to protect them in their indus- 
try, organized this government for this among other purpo- 
sese The government true to the principles and objects of 
its organization, has continued to protect domestic industry 3. 
thus affording useful employment te millions; . diffusing com- 
fort and happiness throughout the land; and producing that 
social equality among-our citizens on: : whieh the gorerament 
itself depends. "Therefore ^ €v 

Resolved: by the Senate cous of Representatives of 
the State of Connecticut: in General Assembly ‘convened, 
That our Senators and ‘Representatives in Congress be 're-. 
quested to.resist, by-all constitutional means, every attempt 
to. destroy or impair: the protective policy of our Govern- 
ment: and.to use their exertions to procure the passage of 
such laws as will effectually protect the labor of.this coun-- 
wy from the policy and legislation of foreign governments; 
and that. His Excellency the Governor be requested to trans+ 
mit copies of. this Preamble and: Resolution to each of our 
Senators. and- Representatives: in Congress; ‘and also ‘to. 
transmit copies to the Executives of the Several States, with 
a request that they: lay. the same before their. respective Le- 
gislatures, and obtain an Srpresnn of their sentiments on 
the subject. | Pm 

&rATE OF. (M EO O 
Secretary's Ofice, May Session, 1840. a 

I hereby certify. that the above is a EM copy of Ree 
cord in this Office. In testimony whereof 1 have 
hereto affixed:the Seal.of this pag and signed ie 
same. 
XE cT “ROYAL H. HINMAN, 

'Secrétary- of State. 


^ 


Preamble and resolutions of the General Assembly of the 
State of Alabama, responsive to:certain resolutions. of the 
State of Connecticut, in favor of the Protective Policy. 
Certain resolutions of the State of Connecticut, have 

been communicated by the Governor of this state, to this 

General Assembly, agreeably to a request contained in said 

resolutions, which express sentiments in favor of what they 

designate “the Protective Policy of our Government,” and 
contain a request to the Senators. and Representatives in 

Congress from said state, “to resist by all constitutional 

means, every attempt to destroy or impair said policy, and 

to use their exertions to procure the passage of such. laws 
as will effectually protect the. labor of this country from 
the policy and legislation of foreign governments." The 
said resolutions further signify, that it is the wish of our 
sister state, to obtain from us an expression of our senti- 
ments on tie subject to which her said resolutions relate. 
It becomes us in courtesy, under such circumstances, to 
make answer, which we proceed respectfully to do as 

follows : , 
We presume we properly comprehend the state of Con- 

necticut, as intending by the words, “protective policy of 

our government,” in her aforesaid resolutions, a protective 
tariff ; and by the words, “labor of this country,” the man- 
ufacturing labor of this country : so understanding our .sis- 
ter state, we cannot forbear expressing our surprise and re- 
gret to find, that she should feel it incumbent on her to 
press this fruitful source of discord and distraction, upon 
the attention of Alabama and the south, at this time: two 
years in advance of the expiration of that “compromise” 
which has for a period allayed the fierce and angry passions 
to which the “ protective policy” had heretofore given rise. 

But as she has thought proper to call upon us for our sen- 

timents on this subject, we proceed to give them fully em- 

bodied in the following resolutions, the ‘principles of which 
we would kindly, but firmly admonish our sister Connec- 
ticut, that we are determined to maintain at every hazard. 

Be it therefore, D 
Resolved, unanimously, by the Senate and House of Rep- 

resentatives of the State of Alabama, in General. Assembly 

convened, That the government of the United States was 
established in order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
justice, msure domestic tranquillity, provide. for the com- 
mon defence, and promote the general welfare to and 
among the several, separate, and sovereign states of this 

Union, and to secure the blessings of liberty to us and our 

children as citizens of said states. 


~ 
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| Bec. 2. Resolved; unanimously, "That said ‘government 
never can-esfablish:justice, insure-domestie- tranquillity, or 
promote the géneral. welfare of this. widely éxtendéd Union, 
and-the diversified interests and ‘pursuits thereof, especially 
in: view of: their peculiar’ relations aforesaid, by: enacting 
laws to foster;:promote, and protect the industry and octú- 
pation of: one portion of the states. or people, to the ener: 
agement, injury, and expense of another. . `” 

‘See. 3.º Resolved, unanimously, That a ‘tariff for the. pro» 
tection of manufactures; always was; and always: rust “nes 
main:obnoxious to the objections sët forth in the foregoing 
resolution, and that consequently: every: such measure ál- 
ways has been and ever: will-be, “in our estimation, unwise, 
unjust, and unconstitutional. `- > 

Sec. 4, Resolved, unanimously. That. in the solemn and 
deliberate opinión of this General- Assembly a’ successful 
attempt to re-establish the * protective policy,’ while-it 
cannot fail to alienate the feelings of one portion: of oür 
happy Union from another, and: provoke fierce- political ani» 
mosities between the North and -the South, ultimately “atid 
irresistibly tends:.to -a dissolution of: the Federal;Compaet, 
between thóse states, that in view of sûch- consequences; 
we: earnestly ‘and: affectionately dissuade. our hortherrt 
brethrén from any:such attempt. 

Sec. 5. Resolved, unanimously, That. the Governor of 
this state, be requested. to forward 4 copy of the foregoing 
preamble : and résolgtions to thé Governor of: the State! of 
Connecticut, and: the. Governor of each of the other states; 
and also copies to each: of: our! Senators: and Representa“ 
tives, the former of whom aré instructed, and the latter re- 
quested, to: use all honorable: and’ proper means-to. sustain: 
the a therein set forth. 

2 que J. L. E. COTTRELL,- -F 
O i President of the Senate. 

^R ‘A. BAKER, 
Speater 9f the Houe of Representatives: 
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"STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, COLUMBIA `, : 
In, the House of Representatives, Dec.: “SÓ, 1839. - d 


"The committee on: Federal- ‘Relations, to whom was Te- 
ferred:so much of the Governor's Message, as relates to the: 
controversy between, the state.of Georgia:and: Maine, with: 
the accompanying documents, liaye had the same under cone 
DECIR and beg leave. to submit. the following ‘report: .. 


AG. 


O In-May, 1837, a slave, named Atticus, the property: of 
“ James Sagurs and Henry Sagurs,-citizens of the city of Sa- 
vannah, in Chatham county, in the State.of Georgia, was 
conveyed from that State. to the State of Maine, by Daniel 
Philbrook and Edward Killeran, citizens of the latter State, 
the former of whom.was the Master, and the latter the: mate 
of the schooner Boston, which had recently entered the 
port of Savannah. On the 16th ot June, of the same year, 
information on oath was made before a magistrate of Chat- 
ham county. by .James Sagurs, one of. the owners of.the 
slave, that Daniel Philbrook and Edward Killeran, “did:on 
or about the fourth day of May last, feloniously inveigle, 
steal, take and carry away without the. limits of the State 
of Georgia,” the slave Atticus; “that the said: Daniel Phil- 
brook and Edward Killeran have been guilty, as the depo- 
nent is informed and believes, of a felony under the laws of 
this State,” and “ that since the commission of said felony, 
the said Philbrook and Killeran have fled from this State, 
and are, as he believes, at this time, within the limits of the 

State of Maine, in the: United States." | - - - 

A warrant for the arrest of Philbrook and Killeran, was 
issued by the magistrate before whom the information was 
made, on the same-day, to which the officer charged with. 
its execution, returned that they were not to be found in 
the county of Chatham. ed) a E 

On the 21st of the same month, His Excellency, Wiliiam 

Schley, Governor of the State of Georgia, made a demand 

upon His Excellency, Robert P. Dunlap, Governor of the. 
State of Maine, of Philbrook and Killeran, as fugitives from 

the justice of Georgia, charged of feloniously inveigling, 
stealing, taking and carrying away, a slave, and transmitted 

with his demand, a copy of the affidavit and warrant, and 

the return, duly authenticated. On the 16th of August, of 
the same year, Governor Dunlap addressed to Governor 

Schley, a communication in which he declined to cause the 

arrest of Philbrook and Killeran. 

In December, 1837, the Legislature of Georgia, adopted 
resolutions, declaring the refusal of the Executive of Maine 
to surrender Philbrook and Killeran, dangerous to the rights 
of the people of Georgia, and directly and clearly in viola- 
tion of the plain letter of the Constitution of the United 
States: that the State of Georgia became a party to the 
Federal Constitution no less for the better protection of her 
own, than the common rights and interests of all, and:that 
when these ends are defeated, she is released:from the obli- 
gations of that compact, and it bas .become her right and . 
her duty, to provide protection for her people in her own : 


AW 


way: that/when‘an'indictment should be foünd dghinst 
Philbrook and‘Killeran; the Executive be' requested tó renew 
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the demand:for their drrest, and'if:the deinand be again ie- 
füséd by the Exectitive:of Maine} that'a‘copy ‘of ity resolü: 
tions be transinittéd tó the" Exécitive of: each State in thé 
Union, to be laid “before their respective Législatuiés; that 
a copy be transmitted to the President ofthe’ United States 
and to the Senators arid Represéitatives of Georgia, ihi Con- 
gress; to-bé submitted to that body ;'and the Legislature 
of Maine; at its'next session, after thóse- resolutions should 
have been forwarded by the: Executive of that State; ne- 
glect to redress'the'grievance toniplained of; then, that the 
Executive-of Georgia ântioúncê tae'same by proclamation; 
and ‘¢all a Convention: of the people, to takeinto considera: 
tion the’ state of-the-commonweslth of Georgia; and tode- 
vise the course of hêr-future ‘policy, and to provide all ne: 
céssary safeguards for’ tlie: ‘protection ‘of ‘the rights of; her 
people. . Cotia nes 
On thé 7th of February’, 1838, an” indictment, charging 
Philbrook ånd Killeraüi with larceny, in::feloniousky inveig- 
ling, stealing, taking ard ‘carrying away the slavé Atticus, 
was found by the Grand Jury-of Chatham: county, and on 
the 27th of April, HisExeellency, Governor Gilmeér. the 
successor of: Governór' Schley,'made upon Governor. Kent, 
the successor of Governor Dunlap, the demand ‘requested 
by the Legislature'of Georgia; and: accompanied that de- 
mand with the copy of the indictment found; and “the pro“ 
ceedings on ‘which it was founded, duly:authenticàted.' — 
On the 25th of June, Governor Kent declined’ to order 
the arrest and surrender ‘required bj: the, authorities of 
Georgia. ZEE "og eX VINE, A S4 We I 
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the: Executive authority of any State in the Union. or.of 
either.of the Territories north-west. or. south-of.;the river 
Ohio, shall demand any person as.a, fugitive from justice, of 
the Executive authority of any such, State or Territory to 
which such person shall have fled,and ‘shall moreover: pros 
duce the copy. of an indictment found; or an affidavit niadé 
before a magistrate of any State or Territory as.aforesaid, 
charging the person.so demanded ‘with having committed 
treason, felony, or other crime, certified as authentic by the 
Governor or Chief Magistrate of the State.or Territory. from 
which the person so charged fled, it shall be the-duty of the 
Executive authority of the State or Territory. to. which such 
person shall have fled, to cause him or her to be arrested 
and surrendered, and notice of the arrest to be given to the 
Executive authority making such demand, or. to the agent 
of such authority appointed to receive the fugitive, and to 
cause the fugitive to: be delivered to. such. agent, when he 
shall appear.” . a 
By the code of Georgia, * simple larceny is the feloniously 
taking and carrying away the personal goods of. another,” 
and the same code provides, that “any person or persons 
who shall feloniously take and carry away a.slave, shall be 
punished by imprisonment at.hard labor in the penitentiary, 
for any time not less than three years and not longer than 
seven years.” ; . Se se 
In. reply to the demand of Governor Schley, His Excel- 
lency, Governor Dunlap, suggests that Philbrook and Kil- 
leran visited the city of Savannah, in the. course of their 
business as mariners, and returned to their domicil in Maine, 
by the customary route, and in the. usual time; -that they 
_abided at their residence without concealment, and demean- 
ed themselves as unsuspecting and innocent citizens, and 
insists that it may well be called a question whether such a 
course of conduct can, be regarded as a fleeing from justice, 
and they as “ fugitives,” within the. medning of the Con- 
stitution. am UU ee E E 
As this point is rather suggested than made, your commit- 
tee will proceed. to a brief examination of .the. grounds on: 
which the refusal to surrender the fügitives, i3 supposed te: 
be justified. TE a2 
The first ground taken by Governor Dunlap, assumes, 
that the affidavit submitted to him, does not specify the fact. 
of which the imputed felony is predicated, but merely sug- 
gests the commission of a felony, without enabling His Ex. 
cellency to determine, whether it 'aimed at the subversion: 
of the government, or affected the life, liberty or property 
of individual citizens, and that there. is no spécifications of 
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time, place, or the manner of its commission, The second 
ground is, that the commission of the larceny, is not posi- 
tively charged, but that the larceny is believed by the de- 
ponent to have been committed; and maintains that such 
an affidavit would not authorize a magistrate to issue his 
warrant of arrest, or justify the detention of an individual 
for trial. 

Your committee cannot well conceive that an affidavit so 
clear in its specification of the particular offence—even with 
the minuteness with which tlie statute of Georgia defines it, 
—and so direct and positive in charging the alleged fugitives 
with its perpetration, could have been the subject of mis- 
take or misconception. Its language is positive and expli- 
cit, that they “did feloniously inveigle, steal, take and carry 
away” the slave, and not that the deponent had been in- 
formed, or believed they had done so. . l 

The legal propositions insisted on by His Excellency, the 
Governor, in the grounds on which his refusal is put, appear 
to your committee to be as untenable, as the assumption of 
fact in both, is gratuitous and palpable. . | 

All who have the slightest knowledge of criminal law, 
-cannot but be aware, that precision of statement, and par- 
ticularity of averment, do not constitute requisites of any 
process or proceeding, that seeks merely the arrest or de- 
tention of one suspected of crime, but that information on 
oath that a crime has been actually committed, and that 
there is cause and probability of suspecting the part 
against whom the warrant is. prayed, is all that is usually,. 
or can be legally, required. x d 

- Whatever opinion may be entertained of the sufficiency 
of the affidavit, or of the nature of the objections raised by 
Governor Dunlap, his successor Governor Kent, admits that 
the grounds of his predecessor's refusal are removed by the 
indictment fóund, a copy of which accompanied the second 
demand which was made by Governor Gilmer. 

He admits that the copy of ‘the indictment found, * for 
stealing a man alleged to be a slave," as he is pleased to 
designate the charge, is sufficient evidence that the alleged 
fugitives. from the justice of Georgia are charged with a 
crime, but sees no evidence that they are fugitives from 
justice; and when their arrest is.demanded as a right, claims 
for the:Executive of Maine, the right to be satisfied. of the 
existencé of this fact, as one, of the conditions of the de- 
mand. He suggests a doubt, whether an accusation or 
charge must not have been made before the flight, to au- 
thorize the. demand, and t but littie doubt, that such 

i 3 ; 
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was the chief intention of those who framed our Federal 
Constitution. l l 

“Ts the demand a right? The right of a foreign State or 
Kingdom, independent of treaty stipulations to require the | 
surrender, on demand, of those who have committed crimes 
in another country, is a proposition; of which many distin- 
guished writers on public Jaw, mainiain the affirmative, and 
some with equal claims to consideration, the negative." But 
whatever may be the right amongst foreign nations, all con- 
cur that the impolicy of affording an asylum, and a refuge . 
to fugitives from justice of other States, is undeniibie. Ft 
is believed that most, if not all foreign states, that have es- 
tablished commercial relations with others, have thought fit 
to provide for their security in this regard. 

When it shall be remembered that our federal govern- 
ment, in its treaty with Great Britain in 1794, stipulated 
expressly for this right; that the constitution of the United 
States was intended * to form a more perfect union, esta- 
blish justice, and ensure domestic tranquillitv? between 
contiguous states; and that that mstrument imperatively 
declares the fugitive “ shall, on demand, be delivered,” your : 
committee cannot perceive the*propriety with which the’ 
right can be questioned. 

That the suggestion, whether an accusation or charge 
should not have been made, before the flight of the offend- 
er, to authorize the demand, and require the surrender, 1s 
destitute of all claim to even plausibility, your committee 
will not pause to demonstrate. 

Can, then, the refusal to cause the arrest and surrender 
of Philbrook and Killeran, find justification in the insuffi- 
ciency of the testimony, to establish the fact that they had 
fled from the justice of Georgia? 

Your committee are of opinion thatisome evidence of his 
flight should accompany the demand of a fugitive from jus- 
tice, so that it may appear, that the party demanded, has 
departed without having responded to the imputed crime, 
or endured its punishment in the state, whose laws are dl- 
leged to have been violated; but they cannot entertain a 
doubt, that merely prima facie evidence of the fact, is all 
that in any case can be required, or im most cases could 
be produced. That the flight was with the motive or pur- 
pose to evade punishment, or to elude justice, is a fact that 
is susceptible of only presumptive proof, and rarely could 
be otherwise established, than by proof, that a crime had 
been committed, and that its perpetrator had gone without 
the limits of the state, having jurisdiction of the offence.— 
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But the affidavit charges the flight of these individuals, di- 
rectly and positively, and feceives confirmation from the 
| return of the officer, charged with the éxecution of- the 
warranf, in the county of Chatham. The.Constitution, and 
the act of Congress, in providing:for the arrest:and remo- 
val of fugitives from justice, intends summary and minis- 
terial proceedings, and does not contemplate judicial inves- 
tigation for ascertainment of the fugitives’. guilt The evi- 
dence which shall accompany the demarid, 1s prescribed by 
thé supreme law. It is intended: to show. prima.facie, that 
the party is guilty, that: there is probable cause to believe 
him guilty, such as would, upon a warrant, justify. his com-. 
mitment for trial. . = et 
If this be the purport and effect of the evidence, in the 
form prescribed, it appears to your committee that the right . 
to demand the removal of a fugitive, is undeniabie, and the 
duty to cause the arrest and surrender, imperative.‘ .- 
Your committee will not here refrain from allusion.to a 
fact which may‘afford some illustration of.the course which 
the executive and legislative departments of Maine have 
seen fit to pursue, in respect to the demands which have 
been made, of the surrender of the: alleged fugitives from 
the justice of Georgia. After the refusal of Governor 
Dunlap, and after the action of the- legislature of, Georgia 
on the subject, the legislature of Maine:enacted a law, that 
when the surrender of a fugitive from. justice shall be de- 
manded of the executive of that state, *and the governor 
shall be satisfied, on investigation of the grounds of such 
demand, and that the same is cónformably to. Jaw, and 
ought to be complied with, he shall issue his-warrant under 
the seal of the state authorizing the agent who should make 
such demand, either forthwith or at such time as sholl be 
designated in the warrant, to take and transport such offen- 
der to the line of this state.” AR LL 
That this statute intends by the Executive; Department 
ef Maine, inquiry into the guilt of the fugitivê, and a deter- 
mination of the expediency of ordering his surrender whé- 
ther he be innocent or-guilty, although demanded conform- 
ably to'‘law,its terms as well as its history, máy well retider 
probable, If this.be its just interpretatioa; well'may the 
governor of Maine, call.the right to.demand a fugitive from 
justice, a question. d 
But if this construction .be incorrect, and: the: right, to 
make the demand: unimpaired by the statute, it-will be per- 
ceived, that the: warrant of. arrest must be executed by the 
agent of the state whose chief magistrate makes the de- 
mand, and that the Governor of Maine, may authorize the 
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arrest either forthwith, or at such times, as may be designa- 
ted in the warrant. The difficulties which such agent 
would at any time, experience, in making an arrest, ma 
foreign jurisdiction, especially with a' warrant designating 
a remote day for its execution, added to the chances of 'es- 
cape which it holds out, would, in most cases, make it utter- 
ly impracticable. However incompatible with the supreme 
law, your committee may deem this statute of. Maine, illus- 
trated as it is by the conduct of her executive department, 
they are constrained to regard it, as indicating the settled 
determiration of that state, that no citizen of hers, shall 
ever answer in a southern tribunal,for an offence against 
the right to certain property, to which her policy and peo- 
ple, are most cordially hostile. 

The facilities which the federal constitution affords to 
citizens of the United States, who are inimical to slavery, 
of abducting and inveigling slaves from their owners, and 
the temptation to embrace those facilities, which is suggest- 
ed by such impunity, as the authorities of Maine have pro- 
vided for her citizens, presents a conjuncture, which the 
least timid, and the most prudent amongst us, may welt 
deem full of peril to the rights of the South. When the 
safeguards of the federal constitution shall become inef- 
fectual and illusory, then indeed, the period has arrived, 
when the states of the South must take care that their citi- 
zens sustain no detriment. Let us tell our brethren of the 
North mildly, but resolutely, that if they did-introdvce 
slaves amongst us against our remonstrance, they shall not 
remove them against our consent, and that whilst we tole- 
rate no impairment of our title to our property, in the halls 
of the federal legislature, we wili, also, permit no state to 
convert itself into a city of refuge, for those who invade it. 
as felons. 

Your committee recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, That it is the duty, as well as the right, of any 
State, to insist on the faithful observance of the federal 
constitution, by each state in the Union. 

Resolved, That to define crimes and felonies. within its 
jurisdiction, is an incident to the sovereignty of each state; - 
i that no other state can question the exercise of: that 
right. - i 

V Resilosd. That to demand the surrender and removal of 
fugitives from justice, is, by the constitution, a right; and 
the arrest and surrender a duty: that the denial or impair- 
ment of this right, is inconsistent with the constitutional 
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obligations of a staté; and subversive of-the peace and good 
government of the other states. 

Resolved, That the right has been impaired, if not de- . 
nied, by the authorities of: Mame, and that this state will 
never consent, that any state.shall become an asylum for 
those who are fugitives from the justice of other states. 

Resolved, That this state will make common cause with 
any state of this confederacy, in maintaining its just rights, 
under the guarantee of the constitution of the United States; 
and should the obligations of this instrument be disregard- 
ed by those whose duty it may be, to enforce them, it will 
take counsel of its co-states of this confederacy, having 
similar interests to protect and similar injuries to redress, 
in devising and adopting such measures, as will maintain, a£ 
any hazard, these rights, and that property, which the obli- 
gations of the compact of union—cancelled as they then 
will be, as to us—have failed to enforce. 

Resolved, That the Executive of this State, be requested . 
to transmit to the Executive of the several states, to be 
laid before their respective legislatures, to the President of 
the United States, and to our Senators and Representatives 
in congress a copy of the above Report, and of these Reso- 
lutions. | 

Resolved, That the House do agree to the Report. Or- 
dered, that it be sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


By order, ' 
T. W. GLOVER, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 


In Senate, December 20, 1839. 
Resolved, That the Senate do concur. Ordered, it be re- 
turned to the House of Representatives. 


By order, l 
WILLIAM E. MARTIN, Clerk Senate. 


The committee to whom was referred so much of the gov- 
ernor’s message and accompanying documents as relates to 
his demand upon the executive of New York for the sur- 
render of three fugitives from justice, have had the same 
ander consideration and agree to the following 

REPORT: | 

In July last the executive of Virginia made a demand 
upon the Governor of New York for the surrender of Peter 
Johnson, Edward Smith and Isaac Gansey, attached to the 
schooner Robert Center then in New York; who were duly 
charged by affidavit regularly made before Miles King, ma- 
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yor arid justice of the peace for Norfolk, with having felon 
ously stolen and taken, from John G. Colley a.certain negro 
slave Isaac the property of:said Colley. The Governor of 
New York refused to comply with the:demand, and assigned 
as his reasons for the refusal, that the right to demand and the 
reciprocal obligation to surrender fugitives from justice be- 
tween sovereign and indep ndent nations, as defined by the 
law of nations, include only those cases in which the acts 
constituting the offence charged are recognized by the uni- 
versal law of all civilized countries; that the object of the 
provision in the constitution of the United States relative to 
the demand of fugitives from justice was to recognize and 
establish this principle im the mutual relations of the states 
as independent, equal and sovereign communities; that the 
' provision applies only to those acts which, if committed 
within the jurisdiction of the state m which the person ac- 
cused is found, would be treasonable, felonious or criminal 
by the laws of that state; that no law of New York at this 
time recognized, no statute admitted, that one man could be 
the property of another, or that one man could be stolen 
from another; and «hat consequently the laws of this state 
making the stealing of a slave felony did not constitute a 
` Crime within the meaning of the constitution. 

Your committee have bestowed upon each of these pro- 
positions the reflection which their miportance demanded; 
and that reflection has brought them to very different con- 
T from those arrived at by the governor of New 

Tork, ; 

A citizen of one nation is permitted to enter the territory 
of another upon the tacit condition that he shall not violate 
her laws. H he does violate them he may be punished ac- 
cording to those laws, if apprehended while he is within their 
jurisdiction. If he escape and take refuge in his own coun- 
ty or any other state he may be demanded as a fugitive 
from justice. 

Whether such demand ought to be made, and if made, 
should be complied with, is a matter to be judged of by tne 
respective authorities making and upon whom the demand 
is made, each for itself. The lesser offences are usually 
eonnived at, and in such cases the state, whose laws have 
been violated, is satisfied when the offender has departed be- 
yond its limits. So the state upon whom the demand is 
made may in some cases refuse to comply with ite Where 
the offence was of a trivial nature it might decline to come 
ply; and in such case the demand if made would rarely be 
insisted on. When the offence was one created by tyran- 
nical laws leading to oppression or persecution, or where 
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the mode of trial'was-to be inhuman or inquisitorial, it would 
be under the most: solemn obligation to refuse to comply. 
But the state in exercising its acknowledged right of judg- 
ing for itself, would do it. under the highest responsibility. 
If it exercised its right indiscreetly and refused improperly 
to surrender a criminal whose surrender had been demand- 
ed, it would itself become a participator in his guilt and give 
just cause of war. ` The.cases in which fugitives from jus- 
tice ought to be demanded by one, power and surrendered 
by. another, under the laws of nations, have never been spe- 
cifically defined. It would be very difficult to define them; 
and it is perhaps betier that each case should be judged of 
by its own circumstances. 
But in the opinion of your committee, it is not necessary | 

to pursue farther this branch of the subject. In their opin- | 
ion, the case which they are considering does not arise un- 
der the law of nations, but under the constitution of the 
United States; and they cannot acquiesce in the propósi- 
tion advanced by the governor of New York, that the pro- 
vision of the constitution is but a recogniticn of the estab- 
lished principles of.the law of nations. "They entertain the 
opinion that that provision is an extension, and not merely 
a recognition of the principle of the law of nations. The 
only difficulty upon this point originates in a doubt whether 
the governor of New York has not restricted too. much the 
principle regulating the conduct of independent nations in 
this particular. A distinguished jurist of his own state, in a 
solemn judicial decision has said: “It has been suggested 
that theft is nota felony of such ari atrocious and mischiev- 
ous nature as to fall within the usage of nations on this 
point. But the crimes which belong to this cognizance of 
the law of nations are not -specifically defined; and those 
which strike deeply at the rights of property, and are incon- 
sistent with the safety and harmony of commercial inter- 
course, come within the mischief to be prevented, and witnin 
the necessity as well as the equity of the remedy. . If lar- 
ceny may be committed, and the fugitive protected, why not 
compound larceny,as burglary and robbery, and why not 
forgery and arson? They are ail equally invasions of the 
right of property, and incompatible with the ends of civil- 
ized society. : Considering the great and constant inter- 
course between this state and the provinces of Canada, and 
the entire facility of passing from one dominion to the other, 
it would be impossible for the inhabitants of the respective 
frontiers to live in security, or to maintain a friendly inter- 
course with each other, if thieves could escape with impu- 
nity merely by crossing the territorial line. The policy of 
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the nations and the good sense of individuals, would equally 
condemn such a dangerous doctrine.” (4 Johnson’s Chan- 
cery Reports, 113.) : 

Your committee will not argue the proposition whether 
the governor of New York has not stated the principle of 
the law of nations, on this point, too broadly. But,in heir 
opinion, it is certain that he has either stated it too broadly, 
or that he is wrong in supposing: that the provision of the 
constitution relating to the surrender of fugitives from jus- 
tice is but a recognition of the law of nations. Your com- 
mittee will not, as they well might, insist that the governor 
of New York is wrong in both propositions; but they, with 
due deference, insist that he is clearly wrong in the last. 
That the second clause of the second section of the fourth 
article of the constitution of the United States, is.not a mere 
recognition, but an extension of the principle of the law 
of nations relating to the demand and surrender of fugi- 
tives from justice, is equally clear, in the opinion of your 
committee, whether we refer to the letter or the spirit of 
that section. ' 

There was great reason for restricting by the law of na- 
tions as much as possible the class of cases where one state 
might demand and another would be required to surrender 
fugitives from justice. In every country of Europe the 
criminal laws have been rude and imperfect. ‘This may he 
said whether we judge of them from their conformity to 
truth and justice, the feelings of humanity and the rights of 
mankind, or by comparing them with the civil jurisprudence 
of the same countries. The inhumanity and mistaken pol- 
icy of most of these codes need not to be pointed out. With 
some of them suspicion was the evidence, and the rack the 
mode of trial. There was, therefore, great reason for cau- 
tion on the part of every nation, lest its citizens might be. 
dragged abroad to be tried by foreigners, in modes. of trial 
to which they were unaccustomed, for imaginary or arbi- 
trary offences. But when our constitution was adopted 
there was no reason for any such caution with regard to the 
rights and duties, in this particular, of the several states 
` composing this confederacy. In each of them, even before 
the adoption of the constitution, crimes were accurately 
defined, and penalties were neither arbitrary nor uncertain; 
all accusations were publie; trials were in the face of the 
world; torture was unknown, and every delinquent was 
judged of bv his peers, against whom he could form no ex- 
ception even of personal dislike. "That constitution was 
adopted by those states in order to form a more perfect 
union; to establish justice; ensure domestic tranquility; 
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provide for the common.defence, and promote the general 
welfare, - And.by its provisions, which are the supreme law 
of the land, it guarantees to every state in the union a re- 
publican form of government. It provides that the trial of 
all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by 
jury; that such trial shall be in the state where the crime was 
committed; that no person shall be held t&'answer for a cap- 
ital or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment 
or indictment of a grand jury; that no person shall be sub- 
ject, for the same offence, to be twice put in jeopardy of his 
life or limb, nor shall be compelled in any ériminal case.to he 
a witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty or 
property without due process of law; that excessive bail 
shall not be required; nor excessive fines imposed; nor 
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. : 

In a constitution formed under such circumstances, with 
such objects, and containing such provisions, one would not . 
expect -to find a clause specifying the cases where the de- 
mand of a fugitive from justice might be made by one state 
upon another, which could only be justified by a doubt of 
the justice, humanity and clemency of the different parties 
toit. On the contrary, one would look in such a clause 
for an expression of the greatest confidence, by each of the 
states as parties, in all-the rest in these particulars. . Nor 
can your committee believe that a clause in such a consti- 
tution, securing to one state the most unlimited right to de- 
mand, and imposing upon another the most unqualified duty 
to surrender fugitives from justice, would impair the secu- 
rity of civil liberty. And such a clause your committee be- 
lieves the second section of the fourth article to be. ‘The 
second paragraph of that section is in these words: “A per- 
son charged in any state with treason, felony or other crime, 
who shall flee from justice and be found in another state, 
shall on demand of the executive authority of the state froni 
which he fled, be delivered up to be removed to the state 
having jurisdictioa of the crime.” The words treason, fel- 
ony and crime are common law terms. "The common law 
was the law of the land in each of the states which were 
parties to the constitution, and the terms of it were familiar 
toits framers. They must, therefore, be taken-to have been 
used in their common law sénse. Your committee will not 
stop to enquire into the meaning of the terms treason and 
felony in the constitution; they will confine such enquiry to 
the word crime, that being the nost comprehensive term 
used. Blackstone defines a crime thus: * A crime or misde- 
meanor is an act committed or omitted in violation of the 
public law either torbidding or commanding it.” He goes 
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on to say, “This general definition comprehends both crimes 
and misdemeanors, which properly speaking, are mere sy- 
nonymous terms.”. Misdemeanor is generally used in con- 
tradistinction to felony, and misdemeanors comprehend all 
indictable offences which do not amount to felony, as per- 
jury, libels, &c. ' 

Your committee flatters itself that it.has shewn already that 
the second section of the fourth article of the constitution of 
the United States is not a mere recognition of the principle 
of the law of nations, regulating the right to demand by one . 
nation and the duty to surrender by another, fugitivés from 
justice; but that that clause is much more comprehensive, 
and was designed as between the states of this Union, to 
_ provide a more perfect remedy than was afforded by the law: 
of nations. 

But if a further argument was necessary to gaisre this 
view of the subject, it might be derived from the first para- 
graph of this very second section of the fourth article. That 
paragraph is in these words: “The citizens of each state 
shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens 
in the several states.” The first paragraph of this section 
secures to the citizens of each state all the privileges and 
immunities of citizens in the several states; and the second 
paragraph but enferces correlative obligations and duties. 
Thus are the privileges and obligations of the citizen made 
reciprocal. The citizen of one state, while he is within the 
jurisdiction of another, is entitled to all the immunities of a 
citizen of that state; but if he violate her laws, he is subject 
to the same punishment. 

Ifany doubt should still exist as to the correctness of this 
position, it would be removed, in the opinion of your com- 
mittee, by the proceedings of ‘the convention which framed 
the constitution, in relation to this clause. 

“The original articles of confederation contained a clause 
in the following words: 

“< If any person guilty of, or charged with treason, fel- 
ony, or other bigh misdemeanor in any state, shall flee from 
justice, and be found m any of the United States, he shall; 
upon demand of the government or executive power of the 
state from which he fled, be delivered up and removed to 
the state having z jurisdiction cí his offence.’ 

“Tn the uen of 1787, the committee to whom were 
referred the proceedings of the convention, for the purpose 
of reporting a constitution, reported a draft,in which the. 

centh article was as follows: 


“< Any person charged with treason, felony, or high mis- 
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demeanor in-any state, who .shall.flee. from justice and shall 
be found in any other state, shall, on deinand, of, the execu- 
tive power-of.the state from which he fled, be .delivered up 
and.removed to the-state having jurisdiction af the offence,’ 

« When:the-draft was before the convention, on the 28th 


"of August, 1787, it was moved to strike out.the words, 


“high misdemeanor,’ and insert the words, ‘other. crime ;' 
which motion passed i in the affirmative.” - 

And your committee will add that there has.been a ‘late 
decision in New York sustaining this-view.. . 

In the matter of Clark, (9 Wendell, 212,) the then gov- 
ernor of New York and the -chief justice of the state, m 
conformity with these views, both decided, that a.person 
who was charged with a misdemeanor only, i ìn one state; 
and had fled into another, ought to be delivered:.up upon 
the-demand of the executive of the state within which the 
offence was alleged to be committed. And the misde- 
meanor charged in that instance, was not one which was 
recognized as: such by. the universal law of all civilized 
countries, but at common law amounted only to a breach of 
trust. This decision was made after the most eiaborate 
argument and investigation. e 

The 2d section of the 4th article, of the constitution as 
thus construed, is just such a provision as the convenient 
administration of justice demanded. Hach state having 
confidence in the justice and clemency of the others, 
nothirg forbade, and convenience required, that an offender 
who had committed a crime in one state, no matter where 
found, should be removed to that state for trial, Most like- 
ly, there would be found the evidence of his guilt ; there the 
laws, which he had violated would be best understood, and 
most perfectly administered ; and above all, the character of 
his accusers more properly. appreciated. s 

In the opinion of your committee the next position as- 
sumed by the governor of New York is.as untenable as the 
first, to wit: That the second section of the fourth article 
applies only to those acts which, if committed within the 
jurisdiction of the state m which the person. accused is 
found, would he treasonable, felonious, or criminal by the 
laws of that state. If the construction contended for by 
the governor of New York be the proper one, then the pro- 
vision in the constitution was unnecessary, “The juris- 
diction of every sovereign state extends to the whole of its 
territory and toits own citizens in every part of the world. 
The laws of a nation are rightfully obligatory on its own 
citizens in every situation where these laws are really ex- 
tended to them. The principle is founded on the nature of 
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civil union. Itis supported every where by public opinion, 
and is recognized by the writers on the law of nations.” 
Rutherford in his second volume (page 180) says: “The 
jurisdiction which a civil society has over the persons of its 
members, affects them immediately, ‘whether. they are in 
their territories or not.” (Chief Justice Marshall’s speech 
in the case of Jonathan Robins.) If the provision, securing 
the right to demand a fugitive from justice, was only to op- 
erate where the laws of New York were violated, then it 
was superfluous, as New York might enact a law providing 
for his punishment if apprehended within her territory, no 
matter where the offence was committed. And in accord- 
ance with this principle, the legislature of that state has 
enacted a statute punishing offences committed by its citi- 
zens without her territory. (2 R. S. 698, 9 4.) That the 
clause was net designed to provide only for the case of a 
citizen of one state taking refuge in any other state than 
the one of which he was a citizen, is admitted by the gov- 
ernor of New York himself. “It has long been conceded,” 
he says, * that the citizens of the state upon which the re- 
quisition is made are liable to be surrendered as well as citi- 
zens of the state making the demand." 

The correctness of the position taken by your committee 
is sustained also by a solemn judicial decision of New York. 
In the matter of Clark, Chief Justice Savage declares: 
* With the comity of nations we have at present nothing to 
do, unless’ perhaps to infer from it that the framers of the . 
constitution and laws intended to provide a more perfect 
remedy ; one which should reach every offence criminally 
cognizable by the laws of any of the states; the language 1s, 
treason, felony or other crime ; the word erime is synony- 
mous with misdemeanor, and includes every offence below. 
felony punished by indictment as an offence against the 
public.” ; 

But admit that your committee is wrong in this ; restrict 
the clause as much as is contended for; admit that a former 
governor of New York was wrong; that the Chief Justice of 
that state was wrong, and that the present governor is 
right—admit all this, and your committee humbly submits, 
that the answer of the lieutenant governor of Virginia to the 
governor of New York, on this head, is conclusive. He 
says, “Is it true that the offence committed by Peter John- 
son, Edward Smith and Tsaac Gansey is not recognized as 
criminal by the universal law of all civilized countries? | 
They are charged with feloniously stealing from John G. 
Colley, a citizen of this state, property which could not 
have been worth less than six or seven hundred dollars. - 
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‘And I understand stéaling to be- recognized as a crime b 
all laws human and divine.” To this the governor of Ne 
York replies: “It is freely admitted that the, argument 
would be at an end if it; were as clear that one human. be- 
ing may be the property of another, as-it is that-stealing is 
a crime. On the contrary, however, I must insist, with 
perfect respect, that the.general principle:of civilized com- 
munities is in. harmony with. that which:prevails in this 
state, that men are not tie subject of property, and'of course 
that no such crime can exist in countries where that piin- 
ciple prevails, as the felonious stealing of a human. being 
considered as property.” S44. T j 
The governor ef New York thus resolves the whole con- 
troversy into the question whether slavery can legally ex- 
ist; and whether slaves are to be regarded as property by 
the northern states of this confederacy, in their intercourse 
with the southern. . In this view of the subject it assumes 
a consequence which it would not otherwise possess, and 
which demands of.the general assembly that it should speak 
in a manner that cannot be inisunderstood. a 
That one human being may:be the property of: another, 

and that laws making him-such have been recognized by the 
universal consent.of all civilized nations; is 4 proposition 
which cannot be denied. Your committee does not recol- 
lect a solitary civilized nation of: modern times which has 
hot, within the nineteenth century, recognized slaves as 
property. Not.to swell this.report by. an enumeration of 
other instances, your eomimittee will refer to the case of 
Great Britain—a nation more fastidious, and your: commit- 
tee might.add, more fanatical upon this subject than any 
of the other nations o! the earth. It has only been within 
a few years that she has abolished slavery within Ler own 
jurisdiction; and in a late treaty with this country she re- 
cognized them as property in’ the. most: emphatic manner, 
by making pecuniary satisfaction to the owners of such as 
were abducted by her-forces during the.-late war. But 
what is still more to the purpose, every state in the Unicn 
except Massachusetts, at the time cf the adoption of the 
constitution, tolerated slavery, and. admitted that one man 
could be the property: of ‘another. - Indeed it has only been . 
within a few years that New York has abolished slavery 
within her own limits. Until.that time, even by her.own 
laws, one man might be the- property of another.. The 
states not only in their separate individual capacity recog- 
nized property in slaves, but in the most $olemn manner, in 
their collective capacity, in the adoption -of the federal 
constitution, did they declare that recognition, ‘That con- | 
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stitution not only recognizes slavery, but it guarantees and’ 
protects the. master’ s tight of property in his slave. In 

proof of this your committee need’ only refer to the third 

paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of the 

constitution. But for that-clause a slave who should escape 

from his master into-a free state would become free and 

could not be reclaimed. Considering the facility of escape 

from many of the slave states to the so called free states, 
this provision was a most efficient protection to us inthe 

enjoyment of our property. But your committee will not 

further press this view of the subject, as it is already fami- 
liar to the public mind. 

Jt has been shown.that at the: adoption of the constitu- 
tion slavery existed in every state which was a party to it 
except one. It was recognized and guaranteed by that 
constitution itself, which was the act of all the states. Is- 
it competent for one party, by abolishing slavery thereafter 
within her own jurisdiction, so to affect it in other states as 
to destroy it as a subject of theft, and therebv, without the 
consent of the other parties, change her duties under the 
constitution. Surely one party cannot directly or indi- 
rectly vary or impair the compact without the consent of 
the other. Had this question arisen shortly after the adop- 
tion of the constitution, even upon the principles of the 
governor of New York, there could have been no difficulty 
as to liis duties, Then slaves were property. m New York; 
and the governor says that if one man could be the proper- 
ty of another; and thus become the subject of theft, the ar- 
gument is at an end. Was it competent for New York by 
any act of her own, without the consent of the other parties, 
to modify or change her duties under the compact, and to 
relieve herself from the discharge of those duties under 
which she was acknowledgedly placed by its provisions at 
the time of its adoption? Can such a proposition be ins 
sisted on? | 

In this connexion it is proper to enquire what laws ex- 
isted in Virginia, in relation to the stealing of slaves, at the 
adoption of the federal constitution. The same laws which 
are now in force in: Virginia were in force then. Our 
statute contams two provisions upon this subject. .The 
first is in these words: “If any person or persons shall 
hereafter be guilty of stealing any negro or mulatto slave 
whatever, and be thereof lawfully convicted, whether the 
said slaves so stolen shall have been taken out of or from 
the actual or immediate possession of.the owner or owners 
of such slave or slaves, or shall have-heen elsewhere found; 


he or thev shall be adjudged guilty of felony, and shail un- 
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dergo “a confinement in the peniténtiary- for a period not 
less than three nor more-than eight years? :(1. R. ©. page 
427.) The ether proviston of our statute isin these words: 
« Whosoever. shail hetéafter carry or‘ cause to be carried, 
any slave or slaves out of this commonwealth, or shall carry 
or cause to be carried, any slave or slaves out of any county 
or corporation: within. this’ commonwealth, into any other 
county or corporation within the same, without the consent 
of the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, or-of the 
guardian of such owner or owners, if he, she or they be a 
minor or minors, and with the intention to defraud.or de- 
prive such owner or.owners of such slave or.slaves, shall 
be adjudged guilty of felony, and subject.to prosecution as 
in other cases of felony, and-upon convictien thereof shall 
be punished by fine not less than one hundred nor more 
than five hundred dollars; and shall also be imprisoned in 
the jail or penitentiary house for a period not: less than.two 
nor more than four: years; which fine:and imprisonment 
shall be fixed and ascertained. by a jury.” In the néxt sec- 
tion of the act, it is further enacted, * That not only all 
those who shaíl willingly and designedly carry away slaves 
as aforesaid, but all masters of vessels who having a slave 
or slaves on board-their vessel, shall sail beyond the limits of - 
any county with such slave or slaves on board, shall be con- 
sidered as carrying off or removing suchslave or slaves within 
the true intent and meaning ofthis act.” (1. R.C. 428.)" This 
statute.was passed as early as 1753; and the only change 
which has been: made in:it consists in the. substitution, im 
1799 of confinement in the penitentiary, m place of “death 
without benefit of clergy," as the punishment for the feiony 
created by it. - Let it.not be said that these-laws are harsh: 
‘They are less sanguinary than. they were at the adoption 
of the constitution. But if they be so, citizens of other 
states need: not" come, unless they choose, into Virginia; 
and if they do they-need not violate her laws and incur 
their penalties. i 

Thus stood the matter at the adoption of the federal con- 
stitution. Did Virginia and the other southern states under- 
starid tliat the northern states, by abolishing slavery within 
their Jimits, would take the felony of. stealing a slave out of 
the operation.of the second section ofthe fourth article of 
the constitution? - If they'had so understood 1t; would, they 
have agreed to. the adoption ofthe constitution?. — ^. 

If there was oné.feelmg, more than- anv other, which 
marked the conduct of-southern mem at the time«of the 
-adoption of the federal constitution; it was extreme jealousy 
-and distrust of the northern and eastern sections .of~ this 
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union on the subject of slavery. . The proceedings of each 
of the conventions, south of the Potomac, which adopted’ 
the constitution, demoastrate this-too clearly for doubt. All 
must admit, that no constitution would have been acceded to 
by a solitary southern state, which did not contain the amp- 
lest guarautee of property in slaves. "The caution which 
our southern statesmen manifested on: this subject was set 
down, atthe time, to the score of idle fears and ungenerous 
jealousy. Butamong the numerous instances in which they 
discovered a sagacity and wisdom almost more than human, 
not one was more remarkable than this. With a sagacity 
which partook of prescience, they descried the dangers with 
which we are at present environed, and they provided against 
them by provisions in the constitution itself, as far as they 
could be relied upon, and by a reservation of all the means 
of protection which unimpaired sovereignty can afford when 
these should prove ineffectual. 

The southern states demanded that a clause should be in- 
serted in the constitution, providing for the capture of fugi- 
tive slaves. Could men who required a provision of that 
sort, have been guilty of the inconsistency and absurdity of 
agreeing to a constitution under which any one of the dis- 
trusted states could produce a condition of things in which, 
although there would be an obligation to send back to his 
bondage, the slave who had fled from his master to gain his 
liberty, yet the felon who should steal him from this very 
master, might go acquit? Such fatuity might be looked for 
in madmen, but not in a body of statesmen, unequalled in 
the history of the world for their cautious. wisdom. 

In the opinion of your committee, if the construction con- 
tended for by the governor of New York, was justified by 
the letter of the constitution, (as it clearly is not,) it would 
yet be a palpable violation of its spirit, and render that con- 
stitution a fraud upon a portion of the parties to it. 

The positions of the governor of New York, w hen car- 
ried to their legitimate results, lead to consequences of a 
most frightful character, and which, as it seems to your 
committee, could not have been duly weighéd by him. 'The 
governor of New York says, it is no offence to steal a slave, 
because one man cannot be the property of another, and 
cannot, therefore, be the subject of theft. If, for these rea- 
sons, it be no offence to steal a slave and carry him to New 
York, it would be none to steal him and carry him to Louis- 
lana. Surely, in such a case, it would make no difference 
whether the thief steered north or south after committing 
his robbery. The consequence is, if a citizen of New York 
were to come into this state, inveigle a cargo of our slaves 
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domestic tranquillity of this country. ' The distinctions of 
the governor of New York are impracticable,’ aud will 
rarely be applicable to any other ‘case than one similar to 
that under consideration. The comnion law of England is 
the law in every state of the Union exceptone. ‘The ståt- 
utory crimes and felonies, in: them all, are’ very neaily of 
the same character. "There is scarcely‘ an article, except 
slaves, which is property in one state, that is not property, 
and the subject of theft, m all. The untenable distinction 
therefore of the executive of New York, seems to have been 
taken with a single view of protecting the depredators upon 
our slave property; a species of property to which we ad- 
here with a stronger tenacity than such as. originates only 
in a calculation ot its value. LOUP 
Your committee lament the course of the executive of 
New York, and they trust that it will not be persevered in. 
They lament it not more on account of the interests of this 
state, than of New York. They lament it because it brings 
the existence of this Union into jeopardy. - Xxx 


2º Tle 


3d. "The appointment of inspectors to inspect all vessels 
trading to the north, to see-that no slaves are secreted. " ^^ 

4th. The requirement from all “citizens: of New York 
coming into Virginia, security for their good behavior. 
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- .5th, Acsoléemm ‘appeal to New York herself to rédréss'oür 
‘wrong and to do us justice. ': e oe E 
There ate objections to all'of these remedies, but some- 
thing to recotiiménd mostofthém; ^ :^^ ose HE. 
^ 1st. Ati appeal to the Supreme court, in the opinion of 
our committee, is entirely out of the question. ^ ^ ^ — -* 
In: the-fifst place, in'the opinion of your committee, the 
supreme court has no‘jurisdietion. The: case is iii ‘thé na- 
ture of a riational demand made by one state upon another; 
and hot ‘such -a “case in law and equity” as comes’ within 
` the provision of the constitution... There is nothing ‘of 
“meum et tuum” involved ‘inthe’ controversy. "The ques- 
tion cannot conveniently “assume a legal forni for forensic 
litigation and judicial: decision?" "-“ By extending’ thé judi- 
cial power to'all cases in law and equity; the constilution has 
never been understood ‘to confer’on that department any . 
political power whatever.” «(Chief Justice Marshall.) Be- 
sides this,-thé remedy would bé ineffectual: If successful in 
this case even, it would afford:no protection for the future. 
But would it be successful in: this-case? Your committee 
cannot express the belief thát it would’: As a ‘mere jūdi- 
cial opinion of the duties of ‘the executive: of New York, 
most probably it would be unheeded. We have seen the 
governor of New: York disrégitding the decisions of the | 
supreme court of his own state; and it is not probable that 
he would: show a greater deference-for the decision of the 
federal judiciary. Besides, ‘how could the judgmént of the 
court bé enforced? Your committee cannot recommend 
any course which might und probably would bring the au- 
thorities of the federal government and of the sfdtes into 
collision. "But above all, the wish of Virginia is that New 
York should: herself, fréely and magnanimously do us jús- 
tice. We would -prize but little that justice which she 
should be forced reluctantly"to yield'us. NDS = SA 
,^.9d. To the second remedy ‘propésed, your čömihittee 
‘has also decided objections, and it cannot withhold the'ex- 
pression of its regret that “Georgia, with whom Virginia 
will make common éaüse, should recommend its - -° 
In the-first'pláce, thé surrender of a fugitive from justice 
is properly :an^executive duty. ' The executive is-at the 
head of the civil and:*military authority. ` It holds and di- 
rects the force ofthe state.” . When, therefore, a surrender 
is to be made; the executive can best discharge the duty. 
Besides, it being at the head of the state, it'is especially its 
province to determine’ in what cases a Citizen 1s to be dé- 
livered up tò be removed to another state for trial. If any 
change of the law is to take place upon this sübjeét; it must 
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be a.general one; and your committee is averse toa change - 
by which the decision of the question whether the.citizen of ` 
a state shall be surrendered as a fugitive from justice, shall 
be transferred from the chief civil and military officer of the 
state to the federal judiciary.. In a‘ case involving the:lib- 
erty of the citizen, the supreme authority of the state is:the 
proper tribunal for its decision. In addition.to this it might 
be urged with much force, that the provision of the consti- 
tution itself contemplated that the duty of surrendering a 
fugitive from justice should be. discharged: by the executive 
of the state to which he had fled, - It is true the provision is 
silent as to the tribunal upon. which the demand is made; 
but it provides that the fugitive is to be delivered up “on 
the demand of the executive authority.of the state from 
which he fled;”. and the inference is strong that the clause 
contemplates that the demand is not only to.be made by 
the executive- of the state from which the fugitive had fled, 
but to be made upon the executive of the state in, which: he 
had taken refuge, There was’ as great or greater reason 
for requiring. that the demand. should be made upon, as-by, 
the executive, And the act of Congress passed shortly after 
the adoption of the constitution is in accordance with this 
ylew. E S RM q 
Besides, the change proposed would add another to the 
list of cases, already too long, in which the state and fede- 
ral authorities may come into collision. There may be ca- 
ses, where no state would permit a eitizen to be surrender- 
ed, asa fugitive from justice, by the federal judiciary. And 
in some of them resistance would be interposed, when it 
would never have been thought-of if the surrender had been 
ordered by the state authority. And in the opinion of your 
committee, no practical result would be produced by such 
a change; for in all exciting cases the state courts will be 
called upon in any event to adjudge the case finally... . 
But above all, your committee is averse to sending'this 
subject into Congress, and thus giving the abolitionists.the 
long-wished for opportunity:of denouncing in the national 
legislature an institution of such peculiar character, and par- 
amount importance, and of franking: their inceúdiary effa- 
sions to the four quarters of the Union. | We-have always 
denied that slavery was a fit subject of congressional dis- 
cussion, and your committee cannot recommend. any course 
which will bring that subject into debate there. And your 
committee is strengthened. in this view by. witnessing the 
exultation which the abolitionists. manifest. at the prospect 
of this subject being introduçed by ourselves in this forme 
.3d. The proposition to -appoint inspectors. This ,has 
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much-to tecommend:it...-dn -the: first place, the reniedy is 
specific to-the wrong. It is clear of all constitutional difi- 
culty. : "The principle upon which sueh a law woald bé 
founded, has‘been.frequently recognized. : In point of:time: 
first in the recognition of the validity of quarantine’ regula» 
tions, and last in: the law punishing: the transmission of in- 
cendiary publications by mail. : But itis liable to objections. 
To bring it, perhaps, within the constitution, it would have 
to be-general. “In such an. event the law, which would-be : 
harrassing and vexatious, would operate equally upon those. 
who had wronged. us; and:those who had not. Besides, it. 
would be difficult to enforce it:in an effectual:manner. - À 
vesseli might be inspected one hour, and the next take a 
slave on board-and be off. This would be the case particu- 
larly -in the navigation of our long rivers; ces . 7 

4th; The requirement of security. for good behavior from: 
the citizens of New York. This would be perfectly just in 
itself, and: might prodüce desirable results. Bat your com-' 
mittee. will not recommend. it at this time, as it is liable to: 
many objections. . In the first place its constitntionality 
might be questioned. Although it is true, that- the consti- 
tution is a compact between the states; and although it 1s 
also true, that when such a compact is.broken by one par: 
ty, it ceases to be: binding on the rest, yet we ought not now 
to take this groünd—we. may be. driven to it im the end, 
But-your committee will not take it for granted. that New 
York will persevere in her unconstitutional. course... Let 
us give her every-opportunity to retrace her steps, and not 
rénder. an amicable adjustment. of our difficulties Impossible; 
by acting as if we considered the constitution 'no.]onger 
binding upon.us; because it had been broken. by her.. 

5th. A solemn appeal to New York to review. her coursé 
and render us justice. The objection to this is; that New 
York having in one instance, at. least,-before this, failed to 
discharge her duties as a. member of this Union, in taking 
effectual means'to protect us from the.attacks of. her citi- 
zens upon our doméstic institutions; in. 2 manner: to:meet 
our just expectations, has.deprived. herself of-the right to be 
met inthe amicable spirit which this course would, indicate. 
But thé governor of New York, in his late annual message; 
has: brought this: whole subject to the attention of the legis- 
lature of that state; and your committee is unwilling to bë- 
lieve, that the state, in its sovereign. capacity, will sanction 
the course of her executive. - =>. p APT 

lt is true, that the governor of New York. takes. the - 
ground, that the subject.is one that appertains to the exec- 
utive department. He: says: “The duties-of. that depart- 


70 


merit, in such cases, are prescribed by the: constitution.of 
the United States, and not by the ‘constitution and laws of 
New York.” ' Nevertheless, as he has brought the matter 
to the attention of the legislature, and expressed.a deference 
for it, the probability is, that he would acquiesce in any 
disposition which it should make of the subject. And your 
committee is fortificd in this opinion, by the fact that the 
governor of New York, m his correspondence with the ex- 
ecutive of this state, declared, *that as an executive officer 
of that state, he was bound to regard, with. very great def- 
erence, and the argument must be conclusive, which should 
prevail with him, to act in opposition to a legislative expo- 
sition of bis duties.” 

Your committee will not discuss the question whether 
this is a matter about which the state legislatures can. aet 
atall. There are many difficult questions involved in Y. 
which need not be solved. It may be insisted, that this is 
a question arising under the constitution of the United 
States, with which the state legislatures have nothing to 
do. On the other hand, it may be cortended that the state 
legislatures possess the exclusive right to legislate upon this 
subject, and that the provision of the constitution merely 
imposes a duty upon the states, but vests no power in the 
federal government, or any department of it, except the 
judicial power of declaring and enforcirg the rights secu- 
red by the constitution. The third ground might be taken 
that the power of legislation was concurrent in congress and 
the state legislatures. Your committee will not undertake 
to decide these questions; but it cannot bring itself to doubt. 
but that the state legislature may act in a manner, not con- 
travening the const'tution and laws of the United States, to 
bind the executive of the state. 

Let it rot be said that by conceding the right of the state 
government to legislate upon the subject, we concede a 
power which may be exercised in a manner to impair cur 
rights, under the constitution and laws of the United States, 
It does not follow that because the state legislatures may 
co-operate in securing our rights under the constitution and 
laws of the United States, it may legislate in derogation of 
them. i 

For these reasons your committee are disposed to await 
the action of the legislature of New York; and they are 
the more disposed to this course, as there is no occasion.for 
haste. The slave which was stolen in this instance has 
been recovered. No private justice is delayed. Nothing 
is involved in the controversy but a principle; an important 
one it is true, but one which will not be jeoparded by-the 
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delay proposed. In.the mean.time your committee recom- 
mends that the-executive of this state be requested to renew 
his correspordence,-with. the governor of New , York; to. 
apprise him of the importance we attach to the subject, to 
communicate our-proceedings to him, and -respecttully re- 
quest that he will bring those proceedings to the attention 
of the legislature of his states —. ©... | 

The subject which your committee have had under conside- 
ration is one in which the whole:of the slave-holding states, 
are equally interested with Virginia. Your committee, 
therefore recommend.that the governor of this state be re- 
quested to, open,a correspondence with the executive of 
each of these states, informing them of the importance 
which Virginia. attaches to this subject, communicating our 
proceedings in. relation it, and, asking their. co-operation in 
all proper measures of redress, which in the event ihat New 
York shal! decline to do us justice, we may be called upon 
to adopte ... ... MEC "e E 

The people of Virginia have not witnessed the controver- 
sy, somewhat similar to this, in which Georgia is involved 
with Maine, without taking in it the deepest interest. Vir- 
ginia is prepared to make common cause with Georgia, or | 
any. other slave-holding state, in a similar controversy. 

It is true that the grounds taken by the governor of 
Maine are much less exceptidnable than those assumed by. 
the executive of New York; but in the opinion of your 
committee not less untenable.. Your committee will not 
extend this report to establish by argument a proposition 
which has already been demonstrated by others, and which 
will not be controverted by any unprejudiced mind. , But 
the very variety of indefensible expedients :resórted to by 
the authorities of some of the northern states to avoid the dis- 
charge of their constitutional duties, goes-the.more clearly 
to demonstrate, the deep rooted: hostility of these states.to 
our domestic institutions, our. peace. and prosperity. 

“The patience of: the. south has already been too severely 
taxed, and wei once, for all, without bravado or threat, in 
the language .of.. adistinguished senator of New. York, warn 
the non-slaveholding states, * that they may find when it is 
too late that the patience of the south, however well foun- 
ded upon principle, from repeated aggressions will become 
exhausted.” : 

Your committee do not apprehend that the cause of the 
moderation which they recommend will be misunderstood. 
We are too clearly right to be rash. Fortunately Virginia’s 
character for chivalry is not so doubtful that she must be 
xash in order to seem to be firm. .. 
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Your committee cannot closé this report without expres 
sing in high ternis its cordial approbatiori of the condact of: 
the executve of Virgmia, in relation ‘to this. controversy 
wih New York. - 

Your committee recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the reasons assigned. by the govéfagP 
of New York Tor his refusal to surrender Peter J ohnson,. 
Edward Smith and Isaac Gansey, as fugitives from justice,’ 

upon the demand of the executive of this state, are wholly: 
unsatisfactory; and that that refusal is a palpable and dani 
gerous violation of the constitution and laws of the United: 
States. 

2. Resolved, That the course purstied by the éxecutive of 
New York cannot be aequiesced in, and if sanctioned by 
that state and persisted in, it will beconie the solemn duty" 
of Virginia to adopt the most decisiv> and efficient meas- 
ures “or the protection of the.property of her citizens and 
the maintenance of rights which she: eannot and will not, 
m any circumstances, surrender or abandon. 

. Resolved, That the ‘gover nor of this state be authori-- 
= and requested to renew his correspondence with thé 
executive of New York, requesting that that functionary 
will review the gr ounds taken by him; and that he will 
urge the consideration of thé subject upon the legislaturé 
of his state. 

4. Resolved, That the governor of Virginia be requested 
to open a correspondence with the exeeutive of each of the 
slaveholding states, requesting their co-operation itr any ne» 
cessary and proper measure of redress which: Virginia may 
be forced to adopt. 

5, Resolved, That the governor of Virginia be requested to 
forward copies-of these proceedings to the executive of- each: 
state of this Union, with the request” that they be laid be- 
fore their respective legislatures. - 

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, Poen 28, 4640. 

GEORGE W. MUNFORD, C. H. D. 

Agreed to by the Senate, March 17th, 1840, = 

A. HANSFORD; €. S: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, | 
November 12th,1840.  $ - 
Sre :—I have had the honor already to transmit to your 
excellency a copy of certain. proceedings òf the general as- 
sembly of Vu ginia, in relation tó the refusal. of the povernor 
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of New ‘York'té surrender ‘certain free-negtoes oncthé-des - 
mand of the’ éxetutive’ of this:státe. ^ “These fugitives from: 
justice weré: chàrgedi with: having: stolen: within: the jurisz 
diction of-Vitginia, a'slave; the property. of a: eitizei of this: 
state, and with having fled to the state of New York. ..; By 
one of thé resolütioris"of the general assembly ef this: state, 
L-am instructed *to'opén correspondence’ with the éxec- 
ütivé' of each -of the’ slavéhiolding states, requesting their cos 
operation in any necessary: and:‘propér measure. of: redress 
which : Virgittia may be foreéd.to adopt;?. -F forebore: to 
addtess'yoür excellenicy on: this sübject; until I had again 
and again endeavóred toindice the executive: of: New 
York to retract à positicn which i$:deemed ‘utterly üntena- 
ble, and: destructive of thé éléar, acknowledged -constitu- 
tional ribhts-of the other states. ‘The final and deliberate 
purpose of the governor: of New York,to adhere to so-gtoss 
and dàngerous a: pérversion of the federal:constitution; haw- 
ing been at.length announced. to me; I have now no:alter- 
native, and itr compliance with the resolution of the: general 
assembly, must ifivoke.ón: behalf of Virginia, and ot:évery 
slávéholdihg state, the earnest'and efféctüal consideration 
by your state of à subject which so nearly, and vitally 
affects cur common iliterésts. - poe 

"The report and resolutions which have been: communi- 
cated to your excellency will: apprise you of the general 
views eritertained in' refereticé to this controversy; by the 
last general assembly of this-state, and by the governor of 
New York. - Fortunately for the: slaveholding states, the 
question involved has’ been ‘sò -distinctly and emphatically 
settled by the plain terms-of the federal constitution, that it 
is impossible for the ingenuits? or: the ‘prejudices-of the hu- 
man‘mind to deny of evade our just demand, without doing 
manifest violence to that sacred instrument. - The slave- 
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could not fail to recollect their’ agency in introducing ‘the 
present system. of slavery, and the very recent periods at 
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which some of them, and particularly New. York, have abol-. 
ished it within their. own borders... ‘The questionis, whether. 
the constitution shall continue to afford to the slaveholding: 
states, that protection which was expected -by us and de-. 
signed by all the ‘states, It is well known that, though. 
most of the states held slaves at the period when our Union, 
was formed, yet the subject of our slave population was the: 
chief and most perplexing difficulty with the framers of the 
constitution. ‘This was then, as it is now, one of those 
subjects where it is easier to feel than to reason, where mis- 
guided passion may meditate and accomplish more mischief 
than the judgment can redress, where the sacred names of 
philanthropy and religion may be invoked by demons to 
cover the blood-stain of their impious and cruel designs. 

The federal constitution has been voluntarily ratified by 
each of the states, and its provisions and all laws made m 
pursuance of them, are the supreme law of every state.— 
This instrument, as a compact between the states, permit- 
ted the importation of slaves from foreign countries for a. 
specified time, and fixed the maximum rate of impost duties 
which could be levied on them by congress. That time 
expired in 1808, though the states had generally ceased to. 
avail themselves of this stipulated right long before. Still 
the right was guaranteed to each of the original states by 
the letter of the constitution. 

The second section of the first article of the federal con- 
stitution recognizes slaves as an element of taxation and re- 
presentation. The second section of the fourth article con- 
tains but three provisions, which are as follow: 

“1. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all 
privileges and immunities of citizens in the several states. 

“2, A person charged in any state with treason, felony, 
or other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in 
another state, shall, on demand of the executive authority 
of the state from which he fled, be delivered up, to be re- 
moved to the state having jurisdiction of the crime. 

* No person held to service or labor in one state, under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse- 
quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from 
such service cr labor, but shall be delivered up, on claim 
of the party to whom such service or labor shall be due." 

Here the right of the master to his slave as property is 
distinctly recognized, not only in the state where the slave : 
*is held to service or labor,’ but for the purpose of reclaim- 
ing him and recovering him, in any other state to which the 
slave may escape. The federal constitution does most dis- 
tinctly and unequivocally recognize the existence of slavery 
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in thé United States; and congress, by their act, of Febry- 
ary, 1793, have-provided specific’ means for the security: of. 
the master's rights throughout the; states.: . penny a 
The governor of New York has refused to surrender 
these fugitives from justice on:tlie.demand.of. Virginia, be- . 
cause they: arged with having stolen a slave, and be- 
cause slavery. is. not now-Tecegnized. by:the.laws of New. 
York. With the same propriety and-for the stronger rea- 
. son,he might, and..no doubt would, (ifthe case had been: 
left by the act of congress within the sphere fhis official 
discretion.) refuse to permit à fugitive slave to be recovered 
by his master within the jurisdiction of New: York. Infact 
the principles assumed by the governor of New York in this 
case, would lead to the subversion of the federal compact; 
and leave each state, in its intercourse. with the others, at 
perfect liberty to. prescribe for itself and its co-states any. 
rule which. its prejudice or -caprice might dictate.: If the 
federal constitution has ceased to become the supreme law. 
in so essential a:particular, our domestic institutions and our 
property are exposed to perils against which we. have no 
adequate legal defence, either asit regards the incursions of 
the states or of the federal government. . The. construction 
which absolves one state,.or any department of. the federal 
or siate government from its obligation to obey the consti- 
tution, necessarily absolves all other states and all other de- 
partments. The state and federal judiciary of New York, 
its senators and representatives in congress, the judiciary, 
the representatives, the executives: of. other states, are no 
more bound to obey the constitution, than is the governor 
of New York. If the state of Virginia has no right to de- 
mand the surrender of a fugitive who has stolen-a slave here 
and sought refuge in the state of New York, because slave- 
ry is not recognized by the laws. ot: New York, the owner 
of a slave can have no right to recover his property there, 
and the slaveholding states are exposed to all.the burdens 
of our federal compact, without deriving any equivalent 
benefit, to all the dangers of a delusive alliance, without the 
means of self-protection, which have been surrendered for 
its sake. .It is in vain for us to be told that the state of New 
York is prepared to acknowledge our perfect right of pro- 
perty in our lands and chattels, and that the thief who steals 
a hat or pair of shoes will be. surrendered to answer the 
criminal accusation under our .laws, while he who steals or 
spirits away our slaves, shall be. permitted. to do so with 
impunity, under the protection of that state. - 
The question which lies at the foundation of all the social 
relations between the states, is not, what measure of justice 
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may be vouchsafed to us by the: arbitrary pleasure ‘of ‘any: 
state, but whether. the.rights: and the. remiedies-sectred by 
our compact of union, and: prescribed' on the paramount 
authority of all the states, shall continue to prevail. | 

-It cannot: be maintained that the constitutional rights of 
the slaveholdirg states have not been recognized by te laws 
of New York. They are necessarily récognized by each 
state of the Union so long as the federal constitution con- 
tinues to bethe supreme law of the land.” If the gover- 
nor of New York admits that instrument to be valid and 
binding on the citizens and officers of his state, he cannot 
deny that the right of Virginia to make this demand is per- 
fect, although the fugitives are charged with stealing a slave. 
He must succeed in establishing the authority of his state 
as paramount to the constitution. of the United States, or 
he must admit that a law which the citizens of that state 
have ratified in convention as their supreme law, and which 
he and every other state officer has sworn to support as . 
Such, does recognize slavery, so far at least 2s to give to 
this state the right to demand the surrender of:a fugitive 
charged with stealing a slave. And this is the whole ex- 
tent of our controversy; for Virginia has not attempted to 
prescribe any new rule or social relation to New York, nor 
to interfere in any manner with those which she may have 
prescribed for herself. ‘It is insisted that the federal consti- 
tution has conferred on Virginia the right to make this de- 
mand, and imposed on New York the obligation to comply 
with it, and it remains to be seen whether that state can 
occupy the positioti in which she is involved by the course 
of her chief magistrate, whether as a member of the Union, 
she shall participate in its biessings without sharing its re- 
sponsibilities and its burdens: 

Virginia is not without ample means of redress for all the 
wrongs which may be anticipated. She does not appeal to 
the states possessing: common interest on this subject with 
herself, from any distrust of her cause, or from any wish to 
involve others in the controversy on her account. She de- . 
sires to slirink from no peril which threatens her alone, nor 
to avoid her just share of that which endangers the rights of 
any member of the Union. If it had been her object inerely 
to vindicate her own rights, she could have done so by pre- 
cipitating this question to extremes, without consultation 
with her co-states. Had she followed the example of the 
chief magistrate of New York, and disregarded all con- ` 
stitutional obligations on this subject, she would have had 
no doubt of the sympathies, though she might have:not 
have deserved the succour, of those to whom she now ap- 
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ealss But the constitution of:the United States and thé 
incalculable benefits ofour union.are:too dear-to.every Vira 
ginian to be abandoned: while there :remains.a hope of their 
preservation; -and.:it has been deemed ‘respectful to those 
states which are exposed. to: the ‘same dangers, and which 
claim thé same:rights` as..ourselves,-to submit .our.contro- 
versy: to their: calm: reflection, :that they. may. advise.us if 
we have mistaken their: constitutional rights and:our own, 
or aid us by' their counsel and ‘co-operation.in our effort to 
re-establish. the: jüst.^and. constitutional; relations.:of -the 
States a ira TE ie Se di uL uas 
. It may .be asked; by. what:means: shall: this De effected 
and why has Virginia:asked you tó ;*co-operate in any ne- 
cessary and proper measure of redress: which-she:may bo 
forced toradopt,? without: indicating: the character of the 
measures which dre contemplated? `: Et is -because- Virginia 
does not" regard this:question as her own, :but.as involving - 
principles :of: the utmost consequence: to all:the. states; that 
‘she desires to confer.with her. sister states: as to the mode 
and. measure of. redress, instead of. committing herself and. 
them. by action, the necessity -of awhich she; ts.:anxious, if 
possible, altogether to-avert.. She-desires to-bé-assured by 
your authority that- she has not mistaken herówn rights-and 
yours, and to:obtainithe benefit of your agency in effectually 
vindicating theme ^. nes o ER MS 
. MK may be.asked, why this appeal. is made only to the 
siave-holding'states. Itisanswered;that unless there-were 
a nécessity to invite the non-slaveholding states to meet tis 
in convention, as:co-arbiters ef this controversy; it would be 
needless: to ask their; counsel.or co-operation in-regard toa 
subject on: Which: they. may -be supposed: to feel no-other 
than a general interest as members of the Union. ‘The-ex- 
pectation.is still ‘confidently indulged, that.reason:alone will 
be found adequate to.resestablish:the principles and letter 
ofthe constitution in this essential -particular, and:we can- 
not with propriety: ask 'that:those who | have:no-immediate 
interest in the question,.shauld:furnish.argumients for us who 
haves : Virginia has. foreborne to invite the co-aperation ‘of 
the non-slavehdlding states, from no want of::¢onfidence in 
‘their devotion to the Union; and.to the principles of mutual 
and just concession in which:it has been founded.. While.she 
could not fail to;be. gratified by the voluntary sanction-of 
their judgment in favor ofour rights:under the constitution, 
she has not désired.to.emibarrass: them, nor to: commit hér- 
self. by van ‘appeal: to.’ their.authority. .:: Besides, : this. is’a 
question on which all the states have continued froni- 1787 
to.the present time, to:concur in the conclusions established 
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by the constitution and -maintained. by Virginia, and it 
might be deemed disrespectful to: presume that-any state, 
even New York herself, would sanction the dangerous falla- 
cies of governor Seward. But two instances are remem- 
bered in which executive officers of the states have hesita- 
ted to comply with the requisitions of the. act of. Congress, 
where the peculiar interests of the southern states were in- 
volved, while it is a source of much satisfaction to know, 
thatas yet, no state has deliberately sustained their-heresies. 
The legislature of Virginia have therefore deemed it suffi- 
cient to lay this general subject before the non-slaveholding 
States, without inviting their immediate co-operation. 1 have 
accordingly communicated the proceedings of our general 
assembly to all the states. ; 

I am not instructed by the legislature to suggest any spe- 
cific line of policy as likely to be adopted by this state, or 
to be recommended to you. . Common interests and common 
dangers require that there should be mutual confidence and 
concert between us. Should the state of New York, or 
any other state, persist in this arbitrary-denial of:our rights, 
you are apprised by the resolutions of: our legislature, that 
the state of Virginia does not intend to submit to so dan- 
gerous and palpable a violation of ourcompact. We desire 
to know whether those states which, like ourselves, have 
peculiar interests involved in this question, concur in our 
convictions of right, and in our resolution to maintain them. 

There is no difficulty in fincing means for our defence. 
The difficulty is, in being convinced that any portion of our 
countrymen will drive us to resort to them. There can be 
no more auspicious occasion than the present, for the slave- 
holding states to domand an explicit understanding as to 
their constitutional rights, and to terminate forever. the 
experiments which mischievous spirits have been allowed to 
make on our property and our peace. If there is any ques- 
tion connected with southern interests which can be met 
with calmness and composure, with solemn deference for 
the established principles of abstract ‘justice and constitu- 
tional law, by the whole American people, it is surely this. 
If the appalling dangers and glorious triumphs of which our 
Union has been the witness, can inspire no reverence-for 
the past, will the sacred names of justice, fidelity, patriot- 
ism.and religion, avail nothing for the future? Has the ma- 
niac yell of fanaticism silenced all these? If it be so, it is 
time that the painful! truth were known to ally and that we 


may no longer lean on a broken reed, which will only pierce . 


our sides. - 2 EE TX 
Ihave been encouraged, however, to hope for a niore 
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cheering pesdlt." | bave thought that this questión was des- 
tined to arrest the serious attention of the: states; and tó te 
vive the feelings and réfleetions which ‘gave rise-to our hap- 

py form of union, to remind us of the sacrifices-and: conces- 
sions which established our national independence, and pros- 
Ma to teach our countrymea^that there is danger of 
osing the substance of the liberties now enjoyed, by grasp- 
ing at the shadow of. universal emancipation. -IF 1 ‘atm mis- 
taken in this, Virginia may still derive some consolation 
from the reflection, that the danger was one which she did 
not seek and could not shun. 

Thé legislature of New York, it is believed, have not con- 
curred in the views -of her: ‘executive, and. though the sub- 
ject was-sübmitted to them’ at their last sessiori, -they failed 
tô-express ány'opinion direetly:on the subjéet of this con- 
troversy. I should infer nothing unfavorable from this; but 
for the passage’ of an-det’ by that body; after this subject 
was before them, giving or designing to give the right of 
trial by jury to slaves arrésted in thaf state on the claim of 
their owners, and imposing: very ‘serious obstacles to the 
recovery of this species of property, aiid: very severe pen- 
ulties on thé unsuccessful assertion of: the ‘master’s rights. 
A similar statute of that state, it is believed, has been’ here- 
tofore afinulléd' by the state -judiciary; as contravening the 
federal constitution, and the act of Congress of 1793. :.- 

- The adoption of retaliatory measures by the'slave-holding 
states, if this denial of our rights is persevered in; would 
probably arrest the' evil, and léai to a speedy adjustment of 
these questions. But as:too -early a'résort to such means 
‘might probably preélude à dispassionate recognition of our 
rights, and as we’ caünot distrust the Justice: ‘of our demands, 
and ought not to-anticipate a'wart of fidelity in our coun- 
tryménto à constitution, which ‘they: like! ourselves have 
sealed with their blood, and sanctioned by their-oaths,-Vir- 
ginia is reluctant to follow the example of: the governor of 
New York,and consider otir federal compact at-an end. It ` 
remaiis to lje seen whether the: "éxpréssioti: of one common 
feeling and-oné résohition on the’ part of the. slave-holding 
states, ‘will hereafter" preverit’ some such necessity. It is 
very evident that'the' single: infraction of: thé-constitution 
which as occurred? tii ‘this instance, ifiot tedressed; thay 
lead. to:the total stibversion-of those articable and iutiitiate 
relations which that’ instrument" was designed: to establish 
between the statés;'and that ini-their interéourse with éach 
other they will be exposed, under the constructión:of gov- 
erhor Sewakb; to all thé inconveniences'and: all the dangers 
to" Which foreign-and'hóstilenatións.are sabjéct.: - 
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I have the honor, sir, to request that) your excellency will 
bring this subject to ilie consideration of the legislature, of 
your state, and to offer the assurance of. the, ‘distinguished 
Fuse &c.... i te TI 

With which I am,... "La 
Your ob’t. sery "u.s. 
.. | THOMAS W.. GILMER, 
To His Being the Governor of amma ce 
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Executive DEPARTMENT; i 
City. of Jackson, December 17,.1840. 

GENTLEMEN :—-l respectfully request that you will furnish 
me at your earliest convenience:.a statement of .the affairs 
of the Mississippi Union Bank,.showing 
ist. The amount of. notes discounted on pone secu ' 
rit 

2d. The amount of foreign bills: trad 

3d, “The amount of domestic. bills. 

4th. The amount of discounts.on real estate security. 

. 5th. The amount’ due. from. each. of. the -banks of this 
State. 

6th. The amount due from banks out of this State, spegi- 
fying the same. 

7th. A description with the value of the real estate owned 
by the bank.. 

8th. The expense account of the bank. 

9th. The amount of notes on other banks, and what banks, 

10th.. The amount-of specie on hand. . 

lith. The amount charged to capital stock, . 

12th. The amount, due depositors and deposit odios 

13th. The amount due banks out of the state, specifying 
each bank. .. 

14th. ‘The amount. due. banks in the state.. 

15th. The amount of cirenlation of, the bank. 

16th. The amount of. notes presented for payment. and 
unredeemed, and the interest accruing thereon. - 

17th. The amount of discounts received on notes and bills. 

18th. The amount of premiums on checks sold. 

19th. The amount of suspended debt. 

20th, The number of bales of cotton advanced, upon, and 
not accounted for by the agents of.the bank; ...: | 
. 91st. The nuinber of bales - attached, and the: disposition 

of the suits... — , 

22d. The. UNE of pita sold by: the OO ot the . 

bank and not ee for; with: the sums, dus-o that score. 


-° 328d. "The Tiabilities:of each .ditector/ánd officer of the 
‘bank; ahd of the several offices of discount’ aiid’ deposit ón 
notes, bills of exchange, us“ drúwers, acceptors; endorsers 
and securities, as well individually, ds a-parther.in büsiness. 
24th. The names of each-sfockholder of the. bank, with 
their residence and amount of-stoċk assigned to-eachar:- 3 
25th. The total amountiofahe Tiabilities of all the stock- 
holders of the bank, inclusive of their habilities-for'their 
capital stock. Mau 
The foregoing information. is, solicited ‘to enable me to 
recommend-such- measures to. the. legislature as the publie 
good may in my opinionsrequire;.; I also request:thatsyou 
will inform me whether the bank expects tozbe:able to!pay 
next year, the interest of the; state bonds delivefed in’ the 
year 1838. vi Be Taek pc te get 
I am gentlemen, very respectfully, ^^ ^^ 77 c 
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Your,obedient seryant, .. ita s Sp Sa 
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T'o-the- President. and- Directors of the 
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State bonds issued, 1. a $65,000,000 
„Bills receivable, 1,573,935 LM TELE c 
“Suspended é debt, 1,177,337 $8 - MON SAR 
“o tenin Suit, 2,6 869/26 ^" E a 
Bille exchange, D 779990 06- EE EN 
Loans on mortgages;  . /795486 09 iso — zo cases 
. 6:818;524 69 passe. e 
Deduct. am't to ‘erd’t. of eS Ss me PRE oo 
indi'ldepos'trs depos- n diede 
ited in pe pay'nt of - "TED ic ade 
Notes, « B 787 88 | DOE 
6,032, 166 86 e 
“Cotton — E ,280,097 -38' 
Cotton expensds, 5s ^ 41,893. E3- 
*Cotton agents, .. . E . 56,915 19 


13 Soie gt a 
Deduct am't cotton. sold, : ne | 
to be applied to cred- 


it of cotton notes, E ee E 
-— —————1,135,00060 87 
j EE d ^13168,433 "S 
Profit and loss, 20S se No c fa. Mox. 955088 65 
Suspense account, i 3,639 92 
Due by Banks, viz— 
R. R. & B’g. co. G. Gulf, 169 80 
Com'l. Bank, Rodney, 7 
Planter’s Bank, Natchez, 416 43 
Agricul’rl Bank, do. l 618 50 
Branch Ag’l. Bank, Pontotoc, 1,724 83 
Bank of Vicksburg, 38 
Mi. R. Road co. Natchez, 427 85 
Vicksburg Water Works 
and banking company, 72,005 18 
Bank U.S. Philada. 334 93 
Planters’ and Merchants’ 
Bank, Mobile, 9,068 82 
Office Planter’s Bank, Columbus, 3,000 52 
l - 87,774 94 
Real and personal estate, 73,281 26 
Protest account, 240 50 
Due by branches of this Bank, 24,241 64 
Cash on hand, viz— 
Specie, 4,349 06 
Notes of Banks out of state, 2,972 28 $ 
Notes of Banks inthis state, 4,538 
6,910 28 
Treasury warrants, 30,600 00 
41,259 34 
$19,034 154 28 


WM. P. GRAYSON, Cash’r. 
Mississippi Union Bank, Jackson ‘Dec. 29, 1840. 


* 406 bales cotton delivered by one, against a balance due of $36,110.61. 
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= MISSISSIPRI:UNION BANK, <> 
Jackson, 30th Dec. 1840. 

His, Excellency, 4. G. McNNultz. (uie cet veio o 

Sim—Enclosed;please find a general sfatenient Of- this 
Bank and branché, on the 29th instant, As réqüested in your 
favor of the 17th'instant. , PUR x n 

I regret that. the. delay occasioned by «several of the 
branches not sending‘in their, semi-annüal retutns, preven- 
ted me from furnishing you with the statement on the da 
promised in my respects of the 21st inst, viz. ori the ‘28th 
inst. all of which have not yet been received; but; as they 
may not come to hand in time to enable me to furnish. you 
with it before the meeting o the Legislature, have conclu- 
ded to.send the one enclosed, made up from old returns; al- 
though it shows a circulation larger than iteallys; ' — "5 

Hoping that the statement-herewith furnished will prove 
satisfactory, ] am sir, MM 


Very respectfully, "E 

"wp Your obedient servant: .-.. * 
SO IV WM. Pe GRAY ON; Castrr. 

M PLN ee i eet 


ce EE hdi ap ni Hae 
, Executive Department, .. . t 
` City of Jackson, July: 18,1840,. -§ 
Sra—Herewith you will receive my Proclaimátion: decla- 
ring that the "Mississippi Union . Bank’ has“Torfeited ‘alP its 
banking powers and privileges. " I respectfully fequest that 
ou will notify nie"when the Bank appoiüts à commissioner 
ih pursuance Of the requisition of the 11th section of the 
Actrequirng the several banks in this state to-pay specie, 
and for other purposes. I am, sir, 
Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t. servant, 
A.G. McNUTT. 
To the President of the Mississippi 
Union Bank, Jackson, Mi. 


MISSISSIPPI UNION wo 
Jackson, July 15, 1840. 
His Excellency, A. G. McNutt, Governor 

of the State of Mississippi: 

Si&—Your Proclamation, declaring that the Mississippi 
Union Bank has forfeited all its banking powers and privi- 
leges, accompanied by a note requesting to be notified 
when the bank will appoint a commissioner in pursuance of 
the requisition of the 11th section of the act requiring the 
several Banks of this state to pay specie and for other pur- 
poses, has been received and considered. 
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Lregret-that the.bank: Téels:-coiistrained-fromi-asenise of 
public duty to: disregard:the: provisions ‘of that deta : The 
charter: of :the!bank cis: 4.contract,and* contains; iiite OWA 
terms, the extent of the obligations of-the-párties to it. 

Any attempt on thepart'ofithe legislature of the state to 
enla¥ge-orikéstrain;’ itany. manner whatsoever, to alter 
these, 1s.]n violation-of that provision of the constitution of 
the United States, which declareg that no state:shall pass 
any law impairing the obligation of contracts...) ——— 

That act, moreover, undertakes to erect the executive of 
the state into a judicial tribunal, to hear evidence, and ad- 
judge thereon, and is in. violation, of the first. and. second 
sections of the second articlé of the constitution of this state: 
which declares that thé’ * powers of the government of the 
state of Mississippi shall be divided’ into three distinct de- 
partments, and éach'6f them confided to a separate body of 
magistracy, to wit:-tlióse ‘which are- législative, to one— 
those which are: judicial, tô anotker—bsnd those" which are 
executive;to ‘another-—and: that no‘person or collection of 
persons, being of one of these departments, shall exercise 
any power properly: belonging to either of the others.” 

The concjusion-of the, bill of rights, also declares that all 
law contrary to the provisions of the constitution. shall be 
However, willing, therefore, others may be to violate:the 
constitution, both ‘of this state and of the United States, the 
directors of this bank cannot consent to become partici- 
pants in the responsibility of the outrage, by being n the 
slightest. degree accessory to: the erime, and therefore de- 
clin? to make the appointment contemplated by that law. 

Whenevêr one'departmênt of the government attempts 
to usurp the. powers of another, and by destroying the con- 
stitution to subvert the ‘government itself, the duty of re- 
sistance to the usurpér is à condition annexed .to the birth- 
tight of every American citizen. Lo Dis ST 
C0 507. Lhave the honor to bey 772 
f Very respectfully, 7. 
mes c suus op agp Your ODE servi, 

Ul St BC MORGAN, Prest. 
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BANK OF THE UNITED STATES, Y`- 
Cod P 10 S M n6, 1840. 

Six :—I have the hotior to transmit to your excellency 
an account of: the sums paid by the bank for the credit of 
the state of Mississippi, being interest upon the 'statébaiids 
for which provision has-.not.: been made by . Mississippi, 
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amounting to $63,502 22 due May 12, 1840, in specie as 
paid by us. Trusting that early measures will be adopted 
by the proper authority of your state-to reimburse the bank. 
I have the honor to be, -...  .- l gre 

Very respectfully, -> 3 

Your Excellency's ob't.: serv't., 

T. DUNLAP, Prest: 

His Excellency, A. G. M Nutt, a 

Governor of Mississippi. 


Mississippi Account— Loan of $500,000 Bonds $1000 each, 
dated 1 July, 1831. " 

A No. 1,at 125 $125,000 due 1841. 

. B 126, at 250 125,000 due. 1846. 
C 251,at 375 195,000 due 1851. ` 

D 386, at 500 125,000 due 1856. 


Loan of $1,500,000 dated 1 March, 1833. 


E No. 501,at $1000 $500,000 due 1861. 
F 1001, at 1500 500,000 due 1866. ` 
Œ . 1501,at 2000 500,000 due 1871. 


: Interest payable semi-annually at the Phoenix Bank, New 
ork. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES) 
Ocroser 17, 1840. 


Sm :—1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 25th September, in reply to mine of 22nd 
August, and now prefix a memorandum of the bonds upón 
which the interest has been paid by this bank, for the honor 
of the State of Mississippi. . For this information, we are 
indebted to the Phoenix Bank of New York, the Agent of 
your state, and find that the coupons paid correspond with 
the above vouchers. If you wish a detailed account with 
the specification as above annexed, I will cause it to be fur- 
nished to your Excellency. . l ` 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your Excelleney’s ob't. serv’t.,: | 

E : T. DUNLAP, Preste 
To His Excellency, + | E PETA 

"The Governor of Mississippi. 
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Cc EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, | 
« Crer gr Jackson, December 2186.1840. § 
Sul received by. due, course of mail, your letters of 
the 17th and 23d of October; also, the account. current of 
the State of Mississippi with the Bank of the United States. 
forwarded. by, you. These. documents will be laid. before 
the Legislature, at, their adjourned session next month, — . 
From the:statement accompanying your letter. of the 17th 
October, it appears that the interest on, the bonds dated, 
March: įst; 1833, and, July. ist, .1831, was, payable semi- 
annually: at the Phoenix Bank; New York, | „Xet it appears 
from your account that the interest thereon. was paid in 
London, and exchange charged at; from 84 to 84 per cent. 
I respectfully ask. an’explanation of this charge. Iam not 
aware by what authority the place ef the payment of in- 
terest was changed after the sale of those bonds. . I can 
find no authority in:the laws of this.state, for a. change of 
the place of payment of the interest on those bonds. Per- 
haps the Phoenix Bank of New York can explain the trans- 
action. I should also be pleased to know where the princi- 
pal of those bonds is payable ! I called on the President of 
the Planter's Dank of this state last year for that informa- 
tion, and he replied that the books of the bank did not ena- 
ble him to furnish it. I respectfully request an early reply. 
I am, Sir, very respectfully, 
Your ob’t. serv’t., 


A. G McNUTT. 


8 


T. Doxrar, Ese. Philadelphia. 


Banx or THE Unrrep STATES, 
October 23, 1840. 


Sig,—On the 17th inst., in reply to your communication 
of the 25th ult., I transmitted a specification of the Bonds of 
the State of Mississippi upon wirch this Bank had advanced 
the interest in New York andin London. By the account 
transmitted on the 20th August, the State of Mississippi 
was indebted te this Bank for interest so advanced, 

= $105,330 16 

Since which time there has been charged and 

‘paid for the balance of 1443 coupons of 


the loan of 1833, due in March, 1840, 1,462 06 
For 81 coupons of loan fof 1833, due Sep- 

tember, 1840, paid in New York, 2,430 00 
And for 500 coupons of loan of 1831 paid 

in London, due July, 1840, 15,000 00 


Making the amount due to this Bank, $124.92 00 


à 
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I have now the honor to transmit to your Excelleney a: 
full and detailed account of these bonds, and the several 
payments amounting to the above sum, for the discharge of 
which I entertain no-doubt that prompt, provision’ will be | 
made. Permit me to-add that the above payments weré- 
made strictly for the honor of the State. of Mississippi and: 
for the maintenaneé of: Américan credit, masmuch: as this: 
Bank has not and never'had any ownership:'or interest'di= 
rect or collateral ‘im the bonds or coupons specified in the. 
accompanying account. `> DE AL 

Looking forward to the early meeting of your legislature: 
with entire confidence and its just and'honorable aetion, `” 

a cb “Tam very respeetfülly, ^^'^ 7 | 

| Your Excelleney’s ob'dt. serv't. 

l T. DUNLAP, Preste - 

To His Excellency ms i : 

A. G. MoNvrr, gw a 
Governor of the State of Mississippi. 
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“The State of Mississippi, To Bank of the United States, Dr. 


1840. ae Ji, ee ee So ee a P 
March 25. To Cash paid Coupons in New York, for September 1st., 1839, 
being Loan of 1833, for $1,500,000, E. P. G. . 57 of $30 $1,710. 00 
LP * € € Coupons .*. . do. | for March, 1840; being 
| ‘Loan of 1833, for $1,500,000, — ' "E. F. G. ' 10 « $30 300 00 
«* 926, * €* © Coupons. “, dos- for March, 1840, being. DM atas 9" 
Loan of 1833, for $1,500,000, E. F.G. 47 * $30; ` 1,410 00 


May 7. “ *€* € Draft on New York, (equivalent to specie,) for the amount guaranteed 
to be paid to Messrs. Baring; Bro's. & Co. for interest on Miss. State 
Stock; amounting as.per Baring, Bro’s. & Co's. act. '' £8,936 0:2 
Commis. and interest as per their account, ^; ^ > 7. 278 8 4 


bv 
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For which Mr. Jaudon drew his draft,on J. Cówperthwait, Cashier, in 
favor of Messrs: B., D..&5.Co. payable with interest from the 15th day 
of: &pril untilthe'day: of payment in: London,-whichdraft is this day 
paid by thé above: draft on: New York, in conformity with the follow- 
ing statement of the account received from T. Ward, attorney; &ci; 

l Amount of S. Jaudon’s draft, 19,214 8 6. 
Payablé with interest at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum iy; u % 
from 't5th' April until paid:in: London; a remittance by the 
Great Western may be- estimated, to. be,in London on the^ ^ ^ ~ 


Qa omn 


August 19, “ « e 


STA'TEMENT-— Continued, 


24th inst, and at 60 days at maturity on the 27th July, say 
103 days, at 6, 156 0 3 
£9,370 8 9 
Equal at 84 Exchange, (the New York rate,) 
[Nome The £8,936 0 2 at 9 is $43,290 for 1443 Coupons. 
And payment March 25as above, 1,710 * 57 «> 
$45,000 1500 
Completes the payment on the loan of 1833 for Sept. 1839. x. x. a. 501 at 2000.) 
By S. Jaudon to Thos, Wilson & Co., per letter 6th April for inter- 
est on Miss. Bonds for January, 1840, being Loan of 1831. Nos. A. 
B. C. D. No.1a 500. 500 of $30 each, $15,000, the same‘ having 
been payable at 'T. Wilson's & Co. through the Phoenix Bank, N: York, 
and dishonored. "Taken up by intervention of Bank United States, 
say £3,110 120 apar | | $13,824 99 
Exchange, 83, i | 1,175 11 


By S. Jaudon in London at the following dates, and 
bearing interest from their respective dates of pay- 
ment in London, : MEM 
1840. June 6. £5,000 a 85 is $24,111 11 
“ 8. 1,800 “ is 8,680 OO 
co CAlvi, 900 S da , 4840.00. 
“15. 400 ^4 ig 2t 001 ——C 


45,082 22 


15,000 00 


September 7, “ « 


66 10. 66 66 
October 19. 6 & 


66 


66 
66 


“30. ° 74 484 js 356 83 


July 4. 400 & is. 1,928 89 E =" 

fog | _, $41,897. 94 ` E pes 
$F 5888. Bac Ense wu c 
Laps à on £8,674, the whole amount or eo : f : d x minis : us 
st'g. being settled a 84. Lx “96 36 57 i 
M .. :48,290 00 nds. nd “45,200 [ 

And payable Mrch 25, 1840,8300' as above. i , dl. E 
6. « 6 NIS e x uL 6. e 71e qo. : Bn E. E E TE 7 
i n “885000 00. 1500 gigih. 5 mud ^ 
Completes thé páymt on - loan: of 1835, for March, 1840. Pr B poss NS 
501 a 2060s. TR : E M 
dn in. N, York part.of loan of 1833, due Sept: 1840, ; "i 
„Ee G. - 76 of $30 each, > ` "E EL) 00 
és ' ' do. E, E. G. T B, mm 7€ 7 E * 150 00 


d. Wilson & Co. in ‘London, for inis. Coupons. A. Be C, D. M of 183, Ee 
due July; 1840, paid Qetober. ab 1840, Nor {a 500 of $30, $15, 000 2 
£3,143 3 Wal 3-8, 5, f “15,000 00 


Amount due by the State of Mississippi, and payable} in specie, with inteiest fróm respective dates, - ia, pee ae 


Bank of the United Sia’ M c m ARO. 


SUESES 73 70 03 Bi TAYLOR; dett Gal. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Crrr or Jacxsons-Dec. 17, 1840. 

Sint request ‘that you will forward to me, at your ear- 
liest convenience, a general statement‘of the affairs of the 
Planters’ Bank. 2d. A statement of the situation of the 
Sinking Fund, with a list of those indebted, and the amount 
due by each, and the claims in suit.: 3d. A statement of 
the situation of the Seminary. Fund, showing the amount of 
cash on hand, the claims in suit, and a list of the names of 
the principals and securities to the notes, theiz dates, when 
payable, and their several amoúnts, and also the amount of 
Planters’ Bank stock to thé -credit of- the Seminary Fund, 
and the present cash value thereof... 

` Inasmuch.as the holders of the. state, | Bonds ` ‘sold by ‘the 
Planters’ Bank were not parties to the aot transfering. the 
state stock to the Mississippi Rail Road Compaity, and have 
never given their assent to the same, I consider the'Plan- 
ters’ Bank bound to the holders of those bonds for the pay- 
ment of both prineipal and interest thereon. -The state 
bonds delivered to the Planters’ Bank were payable to the 
order of that institution, and it is bound by its endorsement 
to the holders of, the same. I therefore request you to ad- 
vise me whether the Bank over which you preside. is, using 
any efforts to pay the arrearages .of interest now dué on 
said bonds, and to provide 1 for the interest accruing hereafter 
thereon, and to pay the instalment of .one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars due next year. — . 

I respectfully request that all the information sought for 
may be furnished me. without delay. 2. -. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, ~. ` a 
Your obedient servant, 
“AG MeNUTT. 


Joun P. a ; l 
President Planters’ Bank, Natchez, Mississippi. 
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og nex m me pr oe UANTERS’ BANK: 
É A uode a ee Erat Dec. 24, 1840. 
Hi as ini, / i6: McNutt, > 5 


Srae_li¥ conformity with the Petas of your Excelency, 
dated the 17th instant, I have the honor to enclose heré- 


with the following statements: Oe 
Ist. A general statement of the atfaits of the Planes? 
Bank. aos 


9d. A statement of the situation of: ihe Sinking Fund, 
embracing an account current with the Planters? Bank, and 
a list exhibiting the names of the debtors to the fand on 
promissory notes, designating those in suit, and in whose 
hands they are. £ 

3d. An account current oft the Seminary Land Fund 
with the Planters’ Bank; showing ‘the balance, at. thë credit 
of said: fund. ‘Jam unable: to give the names oh the notes, 
and other 'particilars i in relation to: this fund, inasmiuch:as 
all: the notes belonging to the. fund have been. withdrawn by 
the auditor of public: accounts, by whom they were'de posited 
Tot: collection... Tlieré is. in; the name of the Seminary Land 
“Fund eight hundred and:forty-nine shares of Planters’ Bank - 
stock, of the cash value of which, df this time, Í ain unable 
to'give you T corréct ‘information ; but it, in common: with all 
the other stocks, is much depressed, bot Ag & 

In reply to your inquiries, whether this bank is dsitig aüy 
efforts to pay the interest due, and 19” provide “fot that ac- 
cruing hereafter on the state bonds; aid also:to-páy.the m- 
stalment due next year? I have >to remark that the: Bank 
is not making any provision for the paymént.of either, bê- 
lieving that by the act transferring the stock ‘of the “Staté“n 
this institution to the Mississippi Rail Road Company we 
were exonerated from that obligation. But we desire: to 
furnish‘ ‘yourself, as the executive of this state, and through 
you to the.legislature, all the information in our power con- 


cerning the affairs of the bank. : À 
= ; Tam, most respectfully, POE 
| Youf very obedient servant, — . : 
A 


= J. P. WALWORTH, President: 
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State of the Planter’s Bank of the State of Mississippi, on the 17th day of December, 1840. 


Bills discounted, viz: $2,193,066 48 Capital stock, (paid in,) 

Bills in. suit, ' . 1,136,705 11 Discounts, &c. 

Domestic bills of exchange, . 16,053 30, Discounts received, 
Suspended debt, 3,588,365 64; Exchange Account, 

Real estate, . . $31,516 05| Damages, 

Cotton account, . 14,487 10) Interest, 

Expense account, 22,315 22. 

Bank stock, 598,519 16 Profit and Loss, 

State bonds, 140,000 00 Treasurer of the U. States, . 
Exchange, 1,242 83) Do. special account, ` 


Due from Banks. 

City Banks, viz: EM 
Agricultural Bank, ^ 34,932 83 
Commercial Bank, 
Bank of the Missis- 


pany, 300 -.. 
| 34035 88 . 
Distant Banks: DEM 
Citizens’ Bank, Madi- no 
ison county; 38 75 


Pension Agent, 
Treasurer of U. S. for Post 
Office Department,’ 
Cotton in suspense, 


‘|Bonds payble, 


Suspense Account, 


. {Unclaimed Dividends, 
Circulation, . 


Individual Deposites,: . 
Deposite Certificates, ` 
Bills payable, 


Checks payable, 


Literary Fund, — 


$4,961,000 
16012 67 
1,893 34 ` 
63,161 -50 


72,177 


11,388 


3,817 


143 

2,566 
5,218,809 
96,716 
21,459 
80,882 
7,991 

, 991,824 
o 68 


— . 91,067. 
i ` 881,476. 


00 


Fê; 


Atchafalaya R. Road 
nes ye Com- 


Merchants’ Bank, N. 
leans,” 

Grand Gal Rail Road 

“al fid, Banking’ Coni- . 


pany 
Commercial Bank, ih 


Solumbus, . 
s ‘Bask, "Missis" 


ii “and Ata- 
Bin. tail Road & 
Banking ^ Compa- 
“ny, Brandon, 
Tombigbee R. Road 
Company, 
Commercial Bank, 


= Manche ter, oe 
Comm éreial arid ‘Rail 
Road Baik: Vicks- 
poen nord 
Bank of Port Gib- 
Son, 


7 47 
, 557 50 


1,658 71 
5 88 
385 95 


* 201,573 16 


n 
12 00. 
wee Went Bat 


DES 
Fay o3 Far 
“tg 59 


* 


- 1,507 26 - Gi 


115 00 


Sinking Fund, ` 
Seminaty Lands, 
Council c of Natchez, 


H 


Due to Baiiks. 

City Banks, viz: 

. [Agricultural Bank, 
‘Commercial Bank, 

e of the Missis- 

| sippi R. R. Co. 

Distant Banks: 


olis; 
Hp of ihe N. York 
Dry Dock Co. ` 


" |Commercial Bank, ih 


Cincinnati, 
Franklin Bank, Balti- 


: Lafayette Bab, Cin- 


- eimnati, se 


“York, 


Three per cent. Fund, 


Bank of thie: Metro- | 


Mechanics? ’ Bank, N. 


61,353 ti 


* 
x * 


4,028 48 - 


1,533 36 
“492 40 
858 40 


-9 88: 


8,058 23 


3,958 30 
91,431 07 


7,557 


69 
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STATEMENT—Continued.. 


A * ; n 
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Bank of Pittsburg, 381 34 New Haven County 
Bank of the United Bank, 501 91 
States, Penn. 10,765 64 North A meriċan Trust . 
————-217,021 18 and Banking Co. 39,276 26 


251,957 O6|Planters and Mer- 
chants Bank, Mo- 


a? 
hec Ded 


n Ca É “bite, 5,842 50 
Natchez Ins. Coinga- Shoe and Leather. As 
ny. stock, 675 00| Dealers':Bank, 2,647 69 
Collateral Security, 533,676 00/Tradesmen's' Bank, 
Staté Treasury, i 1,160 00| New York, . ' 153 39 
'Golden Pláins Plànta- Thames Bank, Nor- 
tion, | 2,051 63 wich, - 248 50 
i de Todd, & Bank of America, 1,638 39 
| 133 22Bank of Louisiana, 583 09 
| Levi Po Harris, A- Union Bank of Loui- 
gent, | 975 40| siana, 2,594 94 
Personal Estate, 1,829 00 pe Bank of Alaba- 
6,005 60 
Bank ‘of Mobile, 1,615 65 


Bank of Orleans, 1,157 12 
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Commercial Bank: of 


Cash. à 
Notes of other Rodney, . 4 14 
Banks, . 236,315 Union Bank of Ten- CINE 1 
J no nessee; . 141 02 - T 
a | s Bank of Virginia, - 401 21 a pt 
Specie, 21,721 52 Farmers’ Baükof Vir ^ ^ et 
É 258 03" 01 ginia, S. ~ 2,702.63 E 
——- - Bank of Mississippi, 43 40 HE 
: $9,022,765 21|Commercial Bank, N. - . HE Nm 
: 7 “à | Orleans, | 3356. 31 EE Es: E 
New Orleans Canal ` EEG ME 
; T =n Banking Com- . . | "e g 
S. Po | | pany, 5,540 84 «^ do 
o. E Na Bank of Louisville, ^ 1,498 80 ETE 
i : |American Exchange : AN UEM 
Bank," > ` 446 46 E 
‘ o Girard Bank, © 6,925 36 
E : N WS ——— 96,208. 16 
EA | pe ex er T E. dedi 
B (finieimr£v 5 $9,022,765 21 
E Lb. MANDEVILLE, Cashier E P. WALWORTH, President. 
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PLANTERS’ BAN K, 
| NarcHez, Dec. 26, 1840. 
His Excellency, A. G. McNutt. 

Sm—1 have now the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your favor of the 21st instant, and to mform you that 
at the time the bonds alludéd to were sold they were made 
payable, together with the interest, at the Phoenix Bank in 
the city of New York; and up to March, 1839, the interest 
was provided for, and paid at that bank by this institution. 
Since when the duty of providing for the interest and-prin- 
cipal has devolved upon the Mississippi Rail Road Company, 
and of their action in this matter we are not advised. 

My predecessor is now absent from the city; but as the 
place of payment was as above stated, at the Phoenix Bank 
in the city of New York, at the time he left the institution, 
I presume he would not be able to throw any further light 
on the subject. E E 2 1 

For the isformation “in regard to the decision of Tudge 
Cage in cases of the Sinking Fund, I beg to refer you to H. 
D. Mandeville, Esq. the attorney charged with the collec- 
tion, who is on the eve of starting for Jackson, and will.con- 
fer with your excellency on the subject, and be able to:give 
all the information required. EE 

Į am, with much respect, 
Your obedient servant, 


J. P. WALWORTH, President. 


NATCHEZ, January 6th, E941. 
His Excellency, A. G. McNurr, 
Governor of Mississippi. 

Dear Sia :—Mr. Van Hoesen, who bears this letter, also 
carries the replies to the interrogatories propounded by 
your Excellency, to the President and Directors of the Mis- 
sissippi Rail Road Company. Much eare has been taken 
to meet your wishes requiring full answers to the questions 
preferred, and a little necessary delay has therefore occur- 
red in forwarding them. There is none among the gues- 
tions calling for the amount of personal property owned by 
the institution. Of this species of prcperty, the Company 
is in-possession of seventy-eight negroes, which, with the 
exception of twelve.or fifteen children of the ages of twelire 
to fifteen, are choice working hands. 'There are, also,nine 


TE 
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hands of similar description at: the “Raymond: Branch. - 3t 
will be perceived from the^statements embraced. in thé re- 
plies of the:condition of the institution, that at present little 
can be. expected from hér in the way of redeeming ‘her 
issue now in the státe treasury, or of meeting-the debt.on 
the bonds. The negroes and receipts:of the road are re- 
quired to keep the road in repair, and other means are not 
available. eet -o À 

So får. às my knowledge as Director goes, I am glad to 
say, that all the avails of the company have been employed 
solely for the true interests of the" company and.:road. 
There have'been, perhaps, unfortunate speculations, and 
perhaps unwise expenditures, but the institution has never 
been employed to feed greedy directors. , 

It is much to'be desired that some method could-be edop-. 
ted to prosecute the work,.if not to complesion, yet to some 
prominent ‘point-in the state. If it is abandoned, it must 
soon fall to decay,-and an immense amount of money abso- 
lutely sunk and lost. - Under the present appearances; it is 
with difficulty tlie institution supports its very few officers 
and necéssary agents at’ very reduced salaries. It is a sub- 
ject for.the serious consideration of the legislature, 

^ ` With great respect, 
I am your friend, 
:5J. S. B. THACHER. 


‘Orrice Mississiprt Rat. Road Company, 

Dish ede, edge ele Natchez, 7th Jawy, 1841. - 
Sim—1 have the honor to enclose the Report of a Com- 
mittee.appointed to prepare replies to the interrogatories 
made in your letter of the 18th ult. to the President and Di- 
rectors of this Institution. oae 990. P 
I now reply to the request, in the same letter, for in- 
formation in relation to the prospect of. the payment'by 
this institution, of the interest and’ part of the- principal: of 
the Bonds sold hy the Planters’ Bank. The Planters’ Bank 
Stock received from the state for their subscriptioti to-the 
stock of this institution, and on which full reliance was pla- 
ced, for the means of carrying on the great object of ' its in- 
corporation, as well as enabling it to perform its other pecu- 
niary engagements, became almost immediately after it was 
obtained, almost-entirely unavailable, and very soon utterly 
so: In addition to this, the-awful calamity: which visited 
this city last May, completely paralyzed the only remaining 
resource of the Company, by laying in-ruins some of its 
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most extensive buildings and destroying nearly the whole 
ofthe material for transportation. Under these circum- 
stances you will perceive that it is impossible for us, even 
to calcuiate upon the time when: the engagements maae un- 
der the transfer act could. be performed; 
I have the honor to remain,. 
Very respectfully, .. 
Your ob’t. serv’t. 
. ELI MONTGOMERY, Prest. 
His Excellency ; 


ArEx'B. G. McNutt, 
Governor of the State of Mississippi, Jackson. 


We, the undersigned committee to report replies to the 
interrogatories propounded by the Governor of the State, 
beg leave to report the accompanying as their doings on 
the subject, arranged and prepared by the Cashier and Ex- 
ecutive clerk, and examined by them. 

(Signed) .. L. PITCHER,.: 
J. S. B. THACHER, p 
WM. P. MELLEN, 

January 6, 1841. . ELI MONTGOMERY. 
A True Copy. 

E. F. BRASIER, Cash'r. 


Copy of the Interrogatories propounded by His Excellency 
A. G. M’Nutt, Governor of the State of Mississippi, to 
the President and Directors of the aes dn ee Road 
Company. 

1. The amount of notes discounted on personal security. 

2. The amount discounted on: ‘Cotton notes and receipts 
and remaining unpaid. 

, 3. The amount of foreign bills sascha 

4, The amount of domestic bills purchased. 

5. The amount due from each of the several banks in 
this state. 

6. The amount due from banks out of this state, specify- 
ing the same. 

7. The amount discounted on the security of real estate, 

8. A description of the real estate owned Sy the compe 
ny, and the cash value. thereof. 

9. The expense account of the company. 

10. The amount of notes of other banks on a hand, and 
what banks. 

11. "She amount of specie on hand. 
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12. The amount charged to ` capital- stock. 

13. ''hes:amount expended on the rail road, and the vari 
oüs depots. l 

14. The number of shares of: Planter's Bank. stock now 
owned by the company. 

15. The number of shares of ai stock now  hýpotheca- 
ted by the company. 

. °16. The number of shares of Planter’; Bank stock sold, 
and at what price'each share sold for. 

17. The nuniber of shares of said stock given in 1 payment 
of the circulation- of the Mississippi Rail Road Company, 
specifying to whom given, and: the periods of transfer. 

18. The amount due depositors and deposit certificates, 

19. The amount due. banks in this state, specifying the 
same. 

20. 'The amount due each of the several banks out. of this 
State, and the names thereof. 

21. The amount of the circulation of the bank. 

22, The amount of discounts received on notes and bills. 

23. The amount of premiums on checks sold. 

24. The amount of suspended debt. 

25. The amount of claims sued on by the bank. 

26. The amount of money for which the Bank is sued. 

27. 'The number of bales of cotton bought, or advanced 
upon by the Bank, and not accounted for by agents and 
factors. 

28. The total liabilities of each officer and director of the 
company, specifying how the indebtedness occurred. : 

29. The total liabilities of the individual poctnotders. of 
the Bank. : 
30. The number of fics of rail road finished. l 

31. The number of miles of rail road partially made and 
the amount necessary to complete the same. l 

32.. The number of bales of cotton freighted on the road 
since the 1st January, 1840. 

33. The number of passengers conveyed on the re du- 
ring said period- 

34. The total receipts oF the road during the present: 
year. i 
35. Theamouht of expenses on n the road Ming the same 


period. | 
ANS WERS. 


1. The amount of bills receivable on personal security is 
$24,089 92. 

2. There are no notes discoünted on cotton. 

3. There are no doreign bills. - 
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4. There are no domestic bills, CENE 
5. The amount due from banks in this state,-is,. - 

By office Planter’s Bank at Vicksburg, . $242 50 
6. The amount due from Banks out of this state is 

By Bank U. States, Phila. $28 25 

Bank of America, N. Y. 39 10 . 
Also by Jackson, Todd & eos 
Co. Phila. 208,94 Total $276 29 

7. There are no discounts on security of real estate. ; 

8. ‘lhe description and valuation of the real estate owned 
by the company, appears per schedule annexed, marked A,. 

9. "The expense account of the company is exhibited in 
the schedule annexed, marked B. Bt 

10. The amount of notes of other Banks on hand, is as 
follows: 

Mississippi Union Bank, $1,720 

Citizens’ Bk. Madison co. 12,810 

Mississippi and Alabama 

R. Road Co. Brandon, 15,960 

Tombigby R. R. & b'g. co. 275 

Miss'i. Shipping Comp'ny. 194 

Notes and shinplasters of 

various banks uncurrent, 403 74 

Curr'cy. of city of Natchez, 659 73 
Also Warrants on State Tr'y. 150 

Notes of corp'n. of Natchez, 56 87 Total $32,929. 34 

11. The amount of specie on hand is $56 36. 

12. The amount charged to capital stock, including the 
subscriptions of the State of Mississippi, of two millions, 
and of the city of Natchez of two hundred thousand dollars 
is $2,784,335 91. (The subscription of the city of Nat- 
chez, although not yet discharged from the account, is annul- 
led by the conditions of the subseription; the bonds given in 
payment not having been negotiated within the stipulated 
time. l ; 

m The amount expended on the Rail Koad and the va- 
rious depots, as per schedule annexed marked C. is $927,- 
459 95. 

14, 15, 16, 17. The number of shares of Planters’ Bank. 
Stock, now owned by the Company, the .number hy- 
pothecated, and the number sold and transferred in payment 
of the circulation of the Company, is exhibited in detail in 
the annexed schedule, marked D. 

18. The amount due deposi- 

tors is, $51,929 90 
Due deposite certificates, 78,097 69 


Also, Bills payable, 39,406 90 Total, $162,434 49 
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39 The amount due Banks i in:this: pean 
. To Miss. Union Bank, : $427.85 
Agricultural Bank, 96 00 
Grand Gulf R. R. and. ME 
Banking Company, 3 00 . i 
. Br. Com. Bank Holmes- : 
~ Ville, ~: 954 88. "Total, $1,481 73 
20. The amount due Banks out of this HUE is 
To Merchant's Bank, New : 


“Orleans, «+. cs $568 89 ..- 
Real Estate Bank of Ar- . 
kansas, . 60: 


Also, to Richard Alsop, agent 

for Bank U. S., being the 
balance of transaction for 
whichthe 2500 shares Plan- | 

. ters’ Bank stock was pledg- 
ed, 25,006 33 
Ratuhons: Brothers & Co.’ ` 
Liverpool, - "4842 56 o 
Chandler, Howard 8 Co. l 
Boston, ~ 165 00 Total, $30,083 28 

21, The amount of the circulation. of the "Bank, as per 
schedule annexed, marked E. is $669,485 00. - 

22. The amount of discount on note renewed, is $254 82. 

23. There was nei premium received on checks. 

24. The amount of suspended. debt is $278,853 85. 

25. The amount of claims sued on by the bank is $20,- 
$76 60, and is included in the amount of suspended debt, 

above. - 

26. The ameunt onay for which the bank is sued, is 
$66,525 76, as per-sehedule annexed, marked F. 

21. "The final returns of all the cotton transactions, have 
not yet-come in, but it does not appear that more than from 
sixteen to twenty-five bales can be out of the ways -> 

28: ‘The total liabilities of-each officer and director of the 
oa will appear in-detail, per schedule annexed marked 


29. The total liabilities of the ETTE stockholders st 

the Bank, on calls already made, is 
$1,179,144 09 

Oncalls liable to be made,608,120 00 Total, 1,787,264 09 

30. The number of miles of rail-road finished is oy 
four and a half. 

31. The nuthber of. miles: of rail-road partially made, is 
thirteen, and sixty-five thousand dollars: would he nee 
to complete the same with T rail . :: l 


104: 


32. The number of -bales of cotton freighted on the road, 
since 1st January, 1840, is 4,826, as per schedule annexed, 
marked H. (3.) 

33. No account has been kept of. the number of passen- 
gers conveyed on the road. 

34. The total receipts of the road during the present year 
amount to $14,961 00 as per schedule annexed, marked H. 
(1.) 

35. The amount of expenses on. the road. during the same 
period, is $9,999 97, as per schedule annexed, H. oe) 

Banx Mississippi Rart Roan Company, 

Natchez, Dec. 31, 1840. 
E. F. BRASIER, Cashier. 


A. 


A description of the Real Estate owned by the Mississippt 
Rail Road Company, and the cost value thereof. 


Steam Saw Mill, Franklin county, $4,100 
Wood lands adjoining the above, 1,837 75 


$5,937 75 
Lots of land at the upper landing, purchased 
for a depot at the river, 28,000 
Lots for depot at Natchez, 10,198 91 
House and lots—Negro quarters, Natehez, +: 4,000 


Eight lots in the city of Natchez, they being 

located on the route selected to run the | 

road to the river—bought to secure’ the 

right of way and for other purposes, 11,792 14. 
Lots:at landing, Natchez, bought in Decem- 

ber 1835, under an intention to locate the 


river depot, 5,400 | 

Lots on line of road, Natchez, . 7,000 
Lot for depot, Washington, 800 
Lots, location of Machine Shop, Natchez, 4,000 
Lots in Jackson purchased for depot, 2,000. . 
House and lot for branch at Canton, 8,356 67 
2 houses and 2 lots do. - Raymond, 6,751 78 
House and lot do. Gallatin, - - 10,248 


$104,485 25 

One hundred and four thousand four hundred: and eighty- 

five dollars, twenty-five cents. — - 

THOS. S. MUNCE, Clerk. 
Giria Misstssiprt Rar Roap Co. 


Natcnez, Dec. 31, 1840. 
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-Ri 
Account of Expenses of the Bank of the é Mississippi one 
Road Company, for 1840. . 


Ja D “a, Paid M Alister’ s bill for last: yr. $20 81. i 
4, G. Pulling & Co'sbill do. © ^ - .4 88 
7, Postage for last. month, 282: 
Patterson & Wiswall’s biil, do. 24 50- 
8, Bill of Free Trader office, do. 103 50 - . 
: 9, Bill of Wood & Metcalf, cd .Y 8B. 
Walker &OCollin's bill, 50.97 . . 
11, Fox & Brasier's do de 84 33. 
13, Throckmorton & Patterson’s : go 9 sg 
bill for 1838, : 51 729. - 
14, J.H. MacMichael's bill, '39. 1 50 
16, R. S. Lee's bill for printing, 65 : 
Freight per steamer B. Hill, — 12 13 


31, Salaries for this month, - 1,520 — 
——— — $1,979 22 
Feb. 3, Bills of Courier office, 46 
4, - Mississippian office, ^. 11^  ^-- 
5 For tin box and lock, o 288: 
12, Freight per No. Alabama, 7 22 
15, Postage for last month, 17 60 
R. Lee's bill for printing, 50 . 
29, Salaries for this month: 1,544' 50 - 
————— - 1,678 20 
M’h. 7, For advertising, vga 7 "P 
10, Postage for last month 15 68 
Rent of a room d'ng. epidemic, 100 ` 
11, to Mississippian, foradver'ng, 14 
to Courier, for subscription, . 6 
18, L. Julienne's bill, 23 80. 
31, Salaries for this monii . "902 17: 
Sundries, . 8 88 
— 1,077 53 
Apl. 4, Wemple’s bill, 6 -` 
7, Postage for last month, 21 27 
Salary of E. J. Pinkerton to 
10th ult. 55 50 — 
30, Salaries for this month, 721 67. 
Williams & Co's. account 77 17 
A. L. Gaines do. . 2 50 
P. Carolan’s do. . 32 75 


Courier office for advertising ^ 7 50 - 
For pens, watering Buss | 9413- 
: ; 933, 49- 
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Account—Continued. 

1840, s : . ; : ics A x 

May 2, Forfurnitare, . " $40 
Postage for last month, 10 53 
For protest on check, 3 25, & 


for affidavits in Court $7, . 10.25 | 


15, Forexpenses of M. Owen, Esq. 


$855 50 


162. 19. 


746 82 


. 1,305 78 


818 85 


733 06 


to Jackson, i l 25 50 
ditto of Cashier,- 36 75 
30, Sundry petty expenses, water- 
ing street, washing, &c. 20 
W. & R. Ferriday's ac’t. for frt. 15 80 
Lambden & Bennet’s bih ' 5 s 
Salaries for this month, 721 67 - 
Jun. 30, Postage for last month, 9 33 
King & North’s account, 28 
For watering streets, &c. 3 13 
Salaries for this month, 791 66 
July 31, Postage for last month, 13 54 
Watering streets, &c. 11 61 
Salaries for this month, 721 67 
Aug. 17, Draper, Tappan & co's.ac't. 575 
31, Postage for last month, .8 61 
Washing, &c. 10 50 
Salaries for this month, 716 67 
Sep. 30, Postage for last month,- 2.91 
Free Trader's office acc’t. for 
advertising and sub’tion, 9 00 
W. H. Fox's acc’t. for ?39, 67 15 
Costs of suit against us, 4 12... 
Proving stock accounts, 3 
Watering streets, ink, &c. 20 
Salaries for this month, 712 67 
Oct. 31, Postage for last month, 7 65 
Watering streets, &c. 8 75 
Salaries for this month, 716 66 
Nov. 23, Office of Gallatin, for sub- | 
scription and advertising, 49 
30, Postage for last month, ' 4 38 


Wash'g. water'g. streets, &c. 15 22 
Salaries for this month, 611 66 
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Account — Coniinued. 
1940: oba A ae Bs he e Sag 
Sundry postages to Jackson, -. < —. | 
oer : 649 63. 
Dec. 31, Postage for Nov. $3. 62; ex- 
a ies of clerk to Nov.. “850, . 58. 62 
a 


aries for this month, ,.591. 66 0 
e ———. -645 28 
$12,215 48 


Twelve thousand two. Jaded and fifteen: „dollars and 


orty-eight cents. 
" E. F. BRASIER, Cash’r. 
December 31, 1840. 


nu 


The amount expended on the Rail Road and the various De- 
pots, including Machine Shop. 


Amount expended on the Rail Road, $860,453: 4i 45 
Depot Building, Natchez, ' $39,558 53 W xta 
* — « ' Washington, 1,200 00 ` 

" “ — Mrs. Ray’s, 500 00 
c s Franklin, ` 5,000 00 its 
l 46,258 53 
Machine Shop, Natchez, 20,747. 97 
i | goo, 459 95 


Nine hundred and twenty-seven thousand four. bungie 
and fifty-nine dollars and ninety-five cents. 
. THOS S. aue CE, Clerk. 
OFFICE Missisaeer Raw Roa» Co., 
NatcueEz, 31st Dec., 1840. ? 
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Statement of the situation of Twenty thousand Shares of the 
Stock of the Planters’ Bank of ‘the State of Mississippi, 
received for the subscription of the State of Mississippi. 
Sold by Jackson, Todd & Co. of Philadelphia, in May, 
1839, 325 shares at $84 00, ^ = 
in August, 1839, 200 sharesat 50 00, 525 Shares. 
Given by the Mississippi Rail Road Company ^^^ * 
for their circulation, at par as per annexed 
statement, 5,939 * 
Balance unsold, including 2,500 shares pledged 
to the Bank United Statės at Philadelphia, 14,236 ““ 


20,000 Shares. 
E. F. BRASIER, Cashier. : 
Banx Mississipi R. R. Co., NATonzz, 31st Dec., 1840. 


Amount of sales of Stock in the Planters’ Bank of the State 
of Mississippi. 


1840. Shares. 1840. Shares. 
March . |May 
10, Robbins, Painter &/Co., 42/25, Grant & Barton, 10 
31, Charles F. Pitt, 3| * C. C. Peck, 6 
April “ E. R. Fortune, 12 
6, Robbins, Painter & 27, James Knox, 13 
Ory 17| * Marquand & Co., 8 
10, Chs. E. Grannis, 5| “ Foster & Easton, 14 
21, H. Ahrens, 1; * N. A. Ware, 10 
16, Planters’ Bank, 200| * W. Walker, 3 
29, do. 46/29, Peter Coyle, 2. 
30, G. Winter, -~ 15) * Thomas, Son & Adams, 5 


“ D. F. Weymouth, 25| * Fred. Gebhard & Co., 13 


May * Lewis Curtis, Assignee, 15 
1, Foster & Easton,  . 20/30, Wm. P. Dixon & Co., 21 
7, H. N. Lloyd, _ 50| * Planters’ Bank; - 298 
* Wrigley & Taylor,  38|June 
“ James Powell, 10| 1, Planters’ Bank, ^ 28 

15, Peter Kelly, 14| 4, Rob. Stewart, 5. 
“ James Powell, 25| * Canada Cason, 9 
“ Ro. N. Wood, 10| 5, Planters? Bank, 84 

18, Foster & Easton, 13/11, Doremus, Suydam & 

16, Planters? Dank, 100; Nixon, 20 

20, R. T. Hawes, 28/12, D. F. Waymouth, 15 

18. Planters’ Bank, | 125/13, W. O' Kelly, 15 

22, Johnsten Kennedy, 1|“ Jas. Paton & Co., 4 
« Plarters’ Bank, 132115, T. Brounfield, 2 
“ Wm. K. Henry, 9! * Planters’ Bank, 75 


« Planters’ Bank, 20| “ O. Metcalfe, 12. 
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, 1840. : Sligro. 1840... .... .. -Shares. 
june | hoe ‘uly b 

& Planters’ Bink, l 545 25, H. Y. & W. L. Cok 

* Oldham, Todd & Coss: 30) --. lins, 13, 
16,8. Garking, , . .. 1%) * Montgomery&Boyd, - 5 

“ Planters’ Bank,  , _ 32 31; Agricultural | Bank, 331 


« H. D. “Mandeville, | “10 Aügust' 


“ M. L ‘Dawson & Co 714, E. Engelhard, 1 
17,8. R. Hammet, 3/15, Planters’ Bank, 62 
* Euphemia Fox, — 5|18, Searcy & Longwell, 1 
* Louisa O. Fox, 5/21, C. Stephan, 11 
20, Planters’ Bank, 17 31, Gr. Gulf Ins. Cos NS 
w John’ Liddell Cay" .21|September |. sí 
« Wm. H. Stewart, .. 10/19, Planters’ Bank, ‘ ' ‘570 
«' John Liddell, ' ' 40/29, Mrs. Hetty o i: 
« B.G. Davenport, 3ljOctober 
* Planters’ Bank, 155/12, Wm. Swayze, 7 
22, L. P. Rooks, 1H19,Jacob F. Foute, 3 
E “Ros. Hs Buckner, ps ; LI 21, Wm. S. Charnley, 18 
“ F. A. W. Davis, .. s, 89 November 
93, Alvarez Fisk, .1| 3, Bayard & Robb, RE: 
* McFee & Middleton, 3| 5, C. Alling &: 60.5" 45 
« P. Stoever, 1|10, “James Shelby," : : 4 
24; P. Hobgatt, ' 13 17, H. D. Mandeville; Jr. 5 
= Wm. J. Proby, 218,0. L. Ash; #10 
July 20, H-D. Mandeville; Jr: 10 
2, Elizabeth Maken, 14/24, James Powell, * " 20 
3, Planters’ Bank, 4A December ^ $ 0o ^ 
“Hugh J. Jones, 2| 2, James Poisell; ^ ^ * 10 
6, John Hf. Dale, ef 9; W. A. Britton, ^: > 62 
$, F. V; Cellos, 111, Lyman-Pótter, .' 8 
é ‘Alston Mygatt, 10 12, Nich’s. RotyGod,- Iu 
9, Jofin E. Lodge, 136| “ Join N; Wall, 5: " 3 
«Jos. Fon‘, |. 9| * AL D. Mandeville ^1 
* Planters’ Bank; 7":49[ «COhs.: “Alling, cU. 
10, J. J.-H. Duval, 2/15, E. Wainwright; -> :. 5 
15, Planters’ Bank, (Cot cBO 18.J. W. Pilford; 2 100 
e R: T. Archer, 13128, George Powell, : +» 94 
91, D: F. Waymouth, iH * Planters’ Bank, ." ~ 19 
22; W.& W. H. Richard- , |29, Ed.: Ge: Billington; = 10 


‘soh; = 3131, W.-A. Britton; ^ - °° 14 


Shares, 5,239 
Five eos: tiro hundred and al Ron shares, given 
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par. » EF. BRASIER, Cashier. 
Natcuez, 31st December, 1840. 
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BANK MISSISSIPPI RAIL ROAD COMPANY: 
l N ATOBEZ, December. 31, 1840. . | à 


‘CIRCULATION. * : : S. 3 


Our noies on demand, $ 1815 00. 
“ Six months post notes, “35650, 00 


* Eight months ` do. 2,600 00 * 
«` Twelve months do. ' 656,160 00"; 
« ‘Branch notes, 4,260 00* 


$668,48500 ^ ` 
Six hundred and sixty-eight thousand four hundred and 


eighty-five d dollars. 
E. F. BRASIER, Cashier. 
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Statement of suits brougkt against the Mississippi Rail 
Road Company. o 


. In the Circuit Court, United States, 0: OL 
By Philander Little,for $2,520 00 


“ Horace Bean & Co. . 1600 00 
* Joseph Amis, | . , 2,054.35. 
* Hicks & Arnold, 525 14.. 
“ R. W. Loftas, © © ^ | . 1,050 00 
€ Hicks & Arnold, ' -.  9,689:98. 
“ George Ward, — 1,050 00. 
'* Downie; Hicks & Amis, 16,831 90. 
“ John R. Hicks, . = 6,050 00 
« W. Brown, . - $00.00 
« Samuel S. Downie, | + 9,799.89. 
«& William Lucas; ` - 599 00. 
In Adams county, Circuit Court, 
By R. & W. Kirg, E 7,000 00 | 
o Executors of Robert Y; Hayne, .. 11,900:00 . 
« Thomas D. Dyer, ... 130:00. 
€ $S. C. Mervyn, del ta 545 $0..: 
« W.MeViekars, . > 002.5, 119,00: 
Appeals from Magistrates Court, 470 00° 
$66,525 76 


U 7 E F. BRASIER, Cashier. . 
Bane Miss. Ran. Roan Companya = 7 00 270 en as 
Natchez, Dec. 31, 1840, | es 
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Statement of the Liabilities ofthe Officer und Directors 
of the Mississippi Rait ert rice DO 


“E. Pitcher, end's. prot. Exchange ee va l 
L. J. Fourniquet, N. Orleans; "« gaso 00 - S und 
(Proceeds to credit of E. P3 our-.. et .- E iuda 
niquét, drawer) Ronan go le J. Ca rli 
Fourniquet, New Orleans, “+ iu 6.950: do mapi 
MM Mero €— 4800. 00 
Eli/Montgomery, President, Nate - "' 
chez. Balance on stock «sub: nh. qu Da he 
scription, LN E EI 00 
Edw. Turner, Director, Natchez. ju, un 
Balance do. (on $20,000;). ` NECEM I 462 -28 
S. Murchison, Director, Natchez, SPREE. a 3 
Balatice on stock subscription, deo t My 
(Murchison & Doyal) © us: mc .". - 4,080 00 
Robt. Stewart, Director, Nat. E due A a ts S 
"nº éhêz.'* Balance on stock sub- NEL ZEIT 
scription, Sb . 7 77* "660 00 


Wm. P. Mellen, Directory: Nat- P xs no ues 
` chèz: Balance on stock sub- | EG Lo 
scription, sert con tut. s 980.00 

L. Pitcher, Director, Natehez, =- =.. Mw É 
5: B&fanee on stock subscription, 008 75. 0950: 00 
Miles Owen, Director, Nütéhez.. States ter 
Balance on stock subsctiption;: 

Notes for arrears of tacho, re 1,655 ae iar occu 
ub ondas Ciiiso ie 

Thos. J. Catchings, President (Eos eas 

Branch, at Canton. Balance suo 7: 0 0c 
on stock subscription, E fs tebii wota é agido 

W. Gartley, Director of Branch, “ee gooo 0068 


feb 

=J 
ex 

e. 

& 
t 


Canton. Balance on stock sub- | ee em eue s" 
scription, ai etc - 724500 -00 
Jas. Adams, Director of Branch me aie ea 
“* Canton. Balance of stock sub- | e PR amdi 
scription, CR p esgt Ue 875 00 


onn G. Andrews, Direétof 6f der cer Mao tnts 
‘Branch, Canton. Balance of —— «5o xn 
stock subscription, pirat: oto ens! 20 2c98:9b0 DO 

Jno. H. Magruder, Direétor:of. ^ 565 048 on 

7": Branch, Canton. Balance of | Ux Eo 
stock subscription, 3,750 00 


112 


T. C. Tupper, Director of Branch, 
Canton. Balance of stock sub- 
scription, 


Charles. J. „Searls, Director . OE ee. a 


Branch, Canton... Balance of ... 
stock subscription, (Searls & 
Vanderhust,) 

E. G. Peyton, President Branch, +. 
Gallatin. Balance on. Stock... 
subscription, 

Thomas Hollidays. Director. E 
Branch, Gallatin. Balance on. 
stock subscription, 

P. Catching, Director of Branch, - 
Gallatin. Balance on stock sub- 
scription, 


John Gustavus, Director Branch, d 


Gallatin. Balance on stock 
subscription, 


J. B. Reid, Director of Branch, 


Gallatin. Balance on stock S 
scription, 

J. B, Reid, Director of Branch, 
Callalin: Balance on notes for 
arrears of stock. 

R. Miller, Director of Branch, 
Gallatin. Balance on stock 

. subscription, (R. & W. Miller,} 

Jno. McDonald, Director uoc 
Gallatin. Balance on. Sine 
subscription, 

Jno. McDonald, Director Brán ai 


Gallatin. Balance on notes. for: x 


arrears of stock, 

John B. Peyton, President P 
Branch, Raymond. Balance. 
on stock subscription, =.. 

V. C. Hicks, Director of Branch, 
Raymond. Balance on. stock 
subscription, 

G..E. Beauchamp, Director ' of 


Branch, Raymond. Balance on . 


stock subscription, € 
H. ‘McGowan, Director Branch, 


. Raymond. Balance on stock o 


subscription, 


H 
us 
= Ea 


18,000. 00 
0o — 37,000 :00 
| 3,000 00 | 
| 4,500 00 
o 
o 8,525. 00 


HE EM "S 
27,000; 00 
É. : TM ^ c > i E i a 


2200. 7,500 90 
EMT 

. 6,393, 75 

. 9,000 00 

" . 8,000:00 
9,000. 00 


pe 3,500: 00 


vx ta A 
mnn + 
oe ` 
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Richard S. Drone, Director of 

Branch. Balance on stock sub- 

scription, (Jennings & Drone,) : 9,000 00 
W.S. Jones, Director of Branch, 
Raymond.. Balance on stock sub- l 

scription, 4,250 00 
S. C. Barton, Director of Branch, 

Raymond. Balance on stock . 

subscription, 3,750 00 
John Simas, Cashier of Branch, 

Gallatin. Balance on stock 

subscription, - ee 1,700 00 


o $199,846 21 
Banx or Mississippr Rar. Roan Company, 
Natchez, 31st December, 1840. - z 
E. F. BRASIER, CasAier. 


H (1.) 
Amount received for transportation during 
the present year, $14,965 00 


9. 
Amount of expenses on i oF during the 
same period, : 9,999 97 
Amount of expenses on repairs, (this amount 
is included in the answer to question 13th, 
viz: “amount expended on the road,”) 10,895 67 


Number of bales of cotton freighted since 1st January, 
1840, is four thousand eight hundred and twenty-six bales. 
Orrice Mississipi Ram. Roan v 


Natchez, Dec. 31st, 1840. 
THOS. S. MUNCE, Clerk. 


The message having been read— 

On motion of Mr. Allen, of Hinds, 

The House resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Roberts in the chair, and, after some time spent there- 
in, the committee rose, reported progress, antl asked leave 
to sit again at 3 o'clock, P. M. and, 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 
The report of the committee was received and agreed to. 
On motion, the House adjourned to 3 o'clock, P. M. 


H 7 E 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Speaker announced to the House the following re- 
~ organization of the standing committees, to wit: 

Committee on Elections— 

Messrs. Magruder, Frost, Means, Baldwin, Boon, Wilcox, 
and Wagster. 

On the Judiciary— 

Messrs. Evans, Graves, of Choctaw, Wilcox, Yerger, 
Acker, Maury, and Mount. 

On Claims— 

Messrs. Roberts, Ayres, Burrus, Johnson, Ellis, of Jas- 
per, Norris, and Thomas. 

On Internal improvements— 

Messrs. Ruff, Dunn, Jenkins, Rayburn, Offutt, Owens, 
and Foster. 

On Propositions and Grievances— 

Messrs. Crump, Fore, Boon, Billups, Binford, Love, and 
Draughn. 

On Accounts— 

Messrs. Murchison, Finley, Drane, McGowan, Kilgore, 
Runnels, and Downs. 

On Banks and Currency— 

Messrs. Besangon, Acker, Dobyns, Smiley, Tompkins, 
Inge, and Leggett. 

On Ways and Means— 

Messrs. Bradford, Stewart, Watson, Williamson, Wood, 
Land, and Durham. 

On Revisal and Unfinished Business— 

— Messrs. Watkins, Thompson, Shoemaker, Matthews, br 
lis, of Newton, Dobyns, and Barnes. 

On Enrolled Bills— 

Messrs. Norris, Allen, of Hinds, Evans, Acker, and Field. 
Joint Committee on the Union Bank, on the part of the 
House— 

Messrs. Robinson, Bradford, Evans, Stewart, Leake, and 
Matthews. 

Mr. James M. Cunningham, a member elect from the 
county of Noxubee, produced his credentials, the oath pre- 
scribed by the constitution was administered to him, and he 
took his seat 

The House, in pursuance of its previous order, resumed, . 
the consideration of the Governor's message, in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Robérts in the chair, 

After some time spent therein, the: committee rose and 
reported that they had adopted the following resolution, viz: 


TES 


Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s message as 
refers to retrenchment in the expenditures of the govern- 
ment of this State, be referred to a committee to consist of 
five members, and that they have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. And the committee beg to be discharged from 
further consideration of the subject, and 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 

The report of the committee was received and agreed to, 

The chair appointed as the committee contemplated in 
the foregoing report. Messrs. Matthews, Williamson, Bell, 
Robinson and Magruder. 

Mr. Yerger introduced the follewing resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That with the consent of the Senate, this House 
will adjourn without day, on Friday the eighth day of Jan- 
uary, inst. 

Which lies one day on the table. 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning 
at 10 o'clock. 


THURSDAY, January 7th, 1241. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. ME 

Mr. Wood presented the claims of Davidson Garnes, 
against the state of Mississippi, for chairs furnished the State 
House, amounting to eighty-two dollars and forty-eight 
cents, which, on motion, were referred to the committee on 
Claims. | | | 

Mr. Magruder presented the petition of Shem Thompson 
and others, praying an alteration in the jury laws of this 
State, which, on motion, was referred to the committee on. 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. Dobyns presented the petition of Thomas Wm. Gar- 
nett, and others, praying a repeal of the act of incorpora- 
tion of the town of Rodney, in this State, which, 

On motion, was referred to a select committee of three. 

Whereupon the chair appointed Messrs. Dobyns, Wood 
and Bradford. 

Mr. Johnson presented the petition of Lucy Allen and 
others, praying that certain lands of Martin Colbert, deceas- 
ed, may be sold for their benefit, which, 

On motion, was referred to a.select committee of five, 
consisting of Messrs. Johnson, Crump, Means, Finley and 
Allen, of Marshall. 

Mr. Johnson presented the petition of Mark H. Renfro, 


é 
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praying the passage of an act for his relief as County 
Treasurer of De Soto, which, 

On motion, was referred to a select committee of three. 

Whereupon, the chair appointed Messrs. Johnson, Mat- 
thews and Offutt. E 

Mr. Magruder presented the memorial of J. Lindsay; 
and others, praying that the Grand Gulf Rail Road and 
Banking Company, be permitted to wind up its business, as 
i bank, and that they be required to complete the rail road, 

M i 


On motion of Mr. Magruder, 

Said memorial was referred to a select committee of five, 
viz: Messrs. Magruder, Leake, Smiley, Durham and Downs. 

Mr. Mount presented the petition of Charles F. Hamer 
and others, praying that Charles W. F. Nelson, a minor, 
be authorized to manage his affairs. 

Which was referred to a select committee of three, viz: 
Messrs. Mount, Dunn and Lemley. 

Mr. Dobyns presented the petition of James E. Brough- 
ton and others, praying that a law may be passed to prevent 
imposition in bale rope and bagging, and for other purposes, 

Which was referred to the committee on Propositions 
and Grievances. 

The following report was received from the Auditor of 
Public Accounts, viz : 


AUDITOR’S OFFICE, 
City or Jackson, Jan. 6, oa 
Hon. J. A. VENTRESS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sır :—TI herewith have the pleasure to hand you, to be : 
placed before the body over which-you preside, the Audi- 
tor’s report of the fiscal concerns of the Revenue Depart- 
ment, up to the 31st day of December, 1840. 

Very respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t. 
A. B. SAUNDERS, 
Auditor of Public Accounts. 


REPORT. 
AUDITOR’S OFFICE, 
Jackson, Miss. January 6, 18414 

To the Honorable, 
The Legislature of the State of Mississippi: 
GENTLEMEN:—In pursuance of the requisitions of the 
statute, I have the pleasure of submitting to your honorable 
body, a detailed report of the receipts and disbursements 
of the public moneys, from the 1st day of January, to the 
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29th of March, 1840; together with the receipts and dis- 
bursements fom the ist day of March to the 31st day of 
December, 1840, both dates inclusive. 
There was remaining in the Treasury on the 
31st day of December, 1839, the sum of $52,975 65 
"The receipts into the Treasury 
from the 1st day of January, 
up to the 29th day of Febru- 
ary, 1840, were from the fol- 
lowing sources, viz : 
Received on account of State tax, $17,999 55 
+ “ State Capitol, 956 25 
« * . € Pilot Account, 50 00 
—— $18,998 30 


‘Total amount, $71,974 45 
And the disbursements during the same period 
are as follows: 
Disbursed on account of the Ju- 


diciary, 14,612 67 
Disbursed on account of the 

State Capitol, * | 2,353 33 
Disbursed on account of the 

Penitentiary, - 4,731 07, 
Disbursed on account of the 

State Library, 275 25 
Disbursed. on account of the 

Bank Commissioners, 1,278 24 
Disbursed on account of the 

Revolutionary soldiers, 500 00 
Disbursed on account of the 

Executive Department, . . "750 00 
Disbursed on account of the 

Governor's House, . 1,900 00 
Disbursed on account of the 

Commissioners for assessing, 485 71 
Disbursed on account’ of the: 

Legislative Department, 32,817 40 
Disbursed on account of the ` 

Militia Department, 225 00 
Disbursed on aecount of the 

Contingent fund, 913 50 
Disbursed on account of é appro- 

priations, 37,939 01 
Disbursed on account of the 

Miscellaneous Department, 1,218 00 


— — $99,299 18 
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Which shows the disbursements with war- 
rants to exceed the receipts, twenty-seven 
thousand three hundred and twenty-four dol- 
lars and seventy-three cents. 

There were allowances made during the 
same time in settlement with assessors and 
collectors of taxes, in claims against the 
Treasury, amounting to the sum of four 
thousand three hundred and eighty-five dol- 
lars and sixty-five cents, viz: 

On account of Commissioners 


for assessing, 700 00 
On account of Commissioners 

for Collecting, 748 94 
On account of the Judiciary De- 

partment, 1,976 92 
On account of insolvencies and 

excess of taxation, 207 79 
On account of Legislative De- 

partment, 752 00 

$1,385 65 

The receipts into the Treasury, from the 
1st day of March, to the 31st day of Decem- 
ber, 1840, both dates inclusive, amounted to 
the sum of one hundred and severty-two 
thousand five hundred and forty-six dollars 
and ninety-one cents, and were received 
from the following sources, viz: 

Received on account of state tax $127,328 34 
Received on account of Semi- 
nary Land Fund, 16,439 41 

Received on account of Miscel- 
Janeous Department, 23,673 51 
Received on account of Town 
lots, 4,455 65 
Received on pilot account, 650 00 
É — $172,546 91 


And the disbursements during the same period, 
are as follows, viz: 
Disbursed on account of the 


Legislature, $1,735 50 
Disbursed on account of the Ju- 

diciary, 55,152 99 
Disbursed on account of the 

Executive, 9,539 63 


Disbursed on account of the. 
Contingent Fund, 2,640 53 
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Disbursed on account of appro- 


priations, 49,826 06 
Disbursed on account of the 

Penitentiary, 7 34,046 07 
Disbursed on account of the Ex- 

penditures of Penitentiary, 12,241 94 
Disbursed on account of the 

State Capitol, ` 23,627 09 
Disbursed on account of Gov- 

ernor’s House, i 24,615 54 
Disbursed on account of th 

State Library, 755 00 
Disbursed on account of Militia ; 

Department, 478 00 
Disbursed on account of Rev- 

olutionary soldiers, 2,100 00 
Disbursed on account of Com- 

missioners for assessing, 1,307 11 
Disbursed on account of Mis- 

cellaneous Department, 184,902 50 
Disbursed on account of the 3 

Three Per Cent. Fund, 339 00 
Disbursed on account of Town 

lots, 443 00 
Disbn;sed on account of Elec- 

tions Department, — 748 00 


| | $404,497 96 
Which shows the disbursements to exceed 
the receipts the sum of two hundred and 
thirty-one thousand nine hundred and fifty- 
one dollars and five cents, and which added 
to the amount overdisbursed, up to the 29th 
day of February, 1840, the sum total o£ dis- 
bursements over the receipts, is two hundred 
and fifty-nine thousand two hundred and se- 
venty-five dollars and seventy-eight cents. 

There were allowances made during the 
same period, in settlements with assessors and 
collectors of taxes, in claims against the trea- 
Sury, amounting to the sum of thirty-one 
thousand, two hundred and seventy-four dol- 
lars and thirty-six cents, viz: 
On account of commissioners 

for assessing, $2,931 14 
On account of commissioners 

for collecting, 5,458 18 
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On account of the judiciary 


department, 13,860 79 
On account of insolvencies and 

excess of taxation, 8,879 25 
On account of the militia de- 

partment, 70 00 
On account of appropriations, 75 00 


Making together, with and without warrant, the total 
expeuditure from the 1st day of January up to the 31st day 
of December, 1840, both dates inclusive, the sum of five 
hundred and thirty-nine thousand four hundred and fifty- . 
seven dollars and fifteea cents. 

There was a receipt warrant issued to the former tax col- 
lector of Warren county, for the sum of seven thousand 
seven hundred and fifteen dollars and sixty-three cents, on 
account of the state tax of said county, for the year 1839. 
Also, one to the former tax collectors of Hinds county, for 
the sum of two thousand one hundred and twenty dollars, 
on account of the state tax of said county for same year. 
Also, one to E. Moody, Esq. for the sum of eight hundred 
and sixty dollars, on account of town lots, all three of 
which amounts were not paid into the treasury, and if de- 
ducted from the total amount of receipis, will show the 
neat balance actually paid into the treasury, of one hundred 
and sixty-one thousand eight hundred fifty-one dollars and 
twenty-eight cents, from the 1st day of March, to the 31st 
day of December, 1840. 

The payment of the amounts borrowed from the Missis- 
sippi Union Bank, the expenditures on the public buildings, 
together with some extraordinary appropriations, has caused 
the disbursements largely to exceed the receipts into the 
treasury for the past year. 

The miscellaneous department includes all claims which 
do not properly belong to some one of'the common reve- 
nue departments. The amount of the Mississippi Union 
Bank loan, is placed to this department. 

Exhibit marked A, accompanying this report, will show 
the whole amount of taxes assessed in each county in this 
state, for the yerr 1839, together with the amount paid into 
the treasury, and the balances still due. Those in arrears 
for the year 1839, will be notified that unless the respective 
amounts are paid by the ist day of March next, their ac- 
counts will be placed for collection in the hands of the at- 
torney general. 

I would again call your attention to the subject of re- 
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classing the lands in this state. When the present classifi- 
cation was made, some few counties in a direct line east of 
Adams and Wilkinson were considered very inferior, and 
the classes were made proportionate. Since then, thirty- 
eight new counties have been organized, a large portion o 

which contains lands little inferior to those within twenty 

miles of the Mississippi river, which are now classed ata 
valuation of from three to seven dollars per acre; while the 
lands in Yazoo, Madison, Noxubee, &c. are classed at from 
one to three dollars: per acre, the same that the lands in 

Jones, Covington, Jackson, &c. are classed. A large por- 

tion of the lands have now become taxable, which, if equita- 

bly arranged, will considerably augment the revenue of this 
state. 

There is one half section of the lands donated by the 
United States to this state for a seminary of learning which 
was not disposed of at the sales of the year 1833. 

Several tracts of the above mentioned lands which were 
sold, will revert to the state. In some instances the pur- 
chasers and securities are all dead; the land is occupied by 
persons who are not bound for the payment of the same; 
the timber is being destroyed, and the land wearing away. 
In such cases, I would respectfully suggest that an act be 
passed authorizing the contract to be cancelled. This would 
be preferable to obtaining judgment and selling the lands at 
sheriff sale, where they -woüld bring a price far less than 
their value. In some instances there are no persons, either 
as principals, securities, executors, or administrators, on 
whom to serve a notice for the purpose of obtaining judg- 
ment. 

I received from B. Kenneday, Esq. of Carroll county, the 
sum of four hundred and thirty-five dollars in Mississippi 
Union Bank paper, on account of the Sinking Fund,a . 
few days before the Planters’ Bank declined taking the 
funds of said bank in payment of her dues, which was 
shortly after it was paid to me tendered to said bank and 
refused to be received. 

_ Any information which may be desired from this office, 

“shall be promptly given. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 
A. B. SAUNDERS, 
Auditor of Public: Accounts. 
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EXHIBIT A. 


STATEMENT showing the amount of Taxes, the amount 
paid, and the amount due for the year 1839. 


counties, | AMOUNT or | . AMOUNT AMOUNT | Am. 
TAXES. PAID. DUE. over pd. 

Adams, $32,893 75| 832,543 75] $350 O0 

Amite, 4,081 09| 4,081 02 

Attala, 713 84 615 44 98 d 

Bolivar, 1,391 87 1,391 87 

Carroll, — | 3,167 99] 2,256 49 911 50 

Chickasaw, 335 43 329 18 6 25 

Choctaw, 988 99 965 33 . 93 59 

Claiborne, 12,974 35| .19,900 97 16 62 

Clarke, 486 59 486 59 

Copiah, 2,487 99| 2,487 92 

Coahoma, 

Covington, 751 76 751 76 

De Soto, 

Franklin, 1,987 69! 1,987 69. 

Green, 386 47 386 47 

Hancock, 1,660 04] 1,660 04 

Hinds, 14,498 19] 4,514 47] 9,973 72 

Holmes, 4,716 69) 4,716 69 

Itawamba, 429 47 352 86 76 61 

Jackson, 405 41 405 4i 

Jasper, 1,593 66| 1,523 66 

Jefferson, 9,855 05| 9,855 05 

Jones, 143 17 143 17 

Kemper, 1,359 18 1,359 18 

Lauderdale, 943 56 943 56 

Lawrence, 1,835 84| 1,835 84 

Leake, 359 95 324 00 35 95 

Lafayette, 1,912 53] 1,238 50 674 03 

Lowndes, 6,345 47] 6,345 47 

Madison,* 9,864 05} 8,663 74] 1,200 31 

Marion, 1,455 60) 1,455 60 

Monroe, 1,682 45 

Marshal, 3,733 55] 2,078 67 1,654 88 

Neshoba, 434 18 384 18 50 00 

Newton, | 331 44 331 44 

Noxubee, 

Octibbeha, 1,130 35} 1,130 35 

Perry, 348 56 338 56 10 00 

Pontotoc, | 908 28| 908 28 


*Vouchers filed to settle the balance due, since the 31st December. 
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Statement 4.—Continued. 


AMOUNT OF AMOUNT AMOUNT | Amt. 

OR TAXES. PAD. DUE. joverpd. 
Pike, 2,174 10] 2,174 10 
Ponola, 979 80 895 64 84 16 
Rankin, 2,497 29) 2,497 29 
Scott, 345 87 206 00 139 87 
Simpson, 905 43 905 43 5 
Smith, . 311 55 983 90 97 6 
Tallahatchie,} — 1,005 14 1,101 21 96 07 
Tunica, 180 77 180 77 
Tippah, 1,933 60} 1,910 21] . 23 39 
Tishemingo, 
Warren, 18,466 79] 2,342 78] 16,124 01 
Washington, 4,868 50 
Wayne, 683 66 683 66 
Wilkinson, 9,970 03] 9,970 03 
Winston, 980 12 242 00 738 1 
Yazoo, 9,350 34] 9,350 34| | | 
Yalobusha, 4.041 49| 4,041 49 


Norse.—In a final settlement with the collectors, the small amounts which : 
appear to be due by them, will be settled by an allowance for their commis- 
sions for collecting, or insolvencies, &c. 


Mr. Lemley moved that two hundred copies of said re- 
port be printed. 

Mr. Tompkins moved that three thousand copies be prin- 
s and the question being put on the motion of Mr. Tomp- 

ins, 

It was decided in the negative. 

The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. Lem- 
ley to print two hundred copies, 

It was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Williamson moved that said vote be re-considered, 

And the ayes and noes on said motion being called for, are 
as follows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Acker, Baldwin, Besangon, 
Bell, Bradford, Burrus, Cook, Downes, Drane, Finley, Fore, 
Frost, Graves, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Johnson, 
Jones, Kilgcre, Lemiey, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Land, Mc- 
Gowan, Offutt, Roberts, Turner, Terrell, Watson and Wil- 
liamson—32. at 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, of Marshall, Allen of Hinds, Barnes, 
Barringer, Berry, Billups, Binford, Boon, Bynum, Cunning- 
ham, Crump, Durham, Dobyns, Draughn, Drake, Dunn, El- 
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lis, of Copiah, Ellis, of Jasper, Evans, Foster, Grinstead, 
Holland, Jenkins, Inge, Means, Mount, Murchison, Moody, 
Moore, Mabry, Matthews, Magruder, Norris, Owen, Robin- 
son, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, Thomp- 
son, Tompkins, Wilcox, Watkins, Wood and Yerger—46. 

Mr. Lemley moved that one hundred copies of said report 
be printed, 

Which motion prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Durham, 

Ordered, that a similar number of the accompanying doc- 

uments be printed. 


The following report was received from the State Treas- 
urer, viz: 


TREASURER’S OFFICE, 
Ciry or Jackson, January ist, 1841. ? 
To the Honorable, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives of the State of Mississippi: 

Sir—l have the honor herewith to hand you, to be laid 
before the honorable body over which you preside, a state- 
ment of the fiscal operations of the Treasury, from the first 
to the twenty-fourth of February, 1840, both days inclu- 
sive, embracing the time of the administration of the Treas- 
ury Department, by James G. Williams, late Treasurer, 
and not included in his annual report, at the last session, 
which shows the receipts into the Treasury to be, twelve 
thousand two hundred and forty dollars ninety-two cents, 
and the disbursements to be, ten thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-six dollars eighty-three cents. 

The receipts into the Treasury are from the following 
sources, viz : 

Received on account of State taxes, l $12,240 92 

And the expenses are accounted for as follows, viz: 
Disbursements on account of the Legislature, $5,326 25 

6 


f Public Buildings, 1,145 00 
Disbursed on account of the Penitentiary, 2,882 00 
: é Judiciary, 330 00 
f ! Bank Commissioners, 500 40 
i i State Capitol, 470 08 

é ‘ Soldiers of the Rev- 
olution, 100 00 
ç . Appropriations, 38 00 
$10,796 73 


All of wkichis respectfully submitted. 
J.S. CURTIS, 
State Treasurer. 


Representatives of the State of Mississippi : 
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TREASURER’S OFFICE, ? 


City or Jackson, January 2d, 1841. 


To the Honorable, the Speaker of the House of 


Sir—l have the honor herewith to hand you, to be laid 
before the honorable body over which you preside, a state- 
ment of the fiscal operations of the Treasury, from the 11th 
day of March, 1840, to the 1st day of December, both days 
inclusive, under the administration of Wm. Need, Esq. 

The amount remaining in the Treasury on the 11th day 
of March, 1840, viz: 


T. F. Collins, Attorney General’s 
first of date 7th Sept. 1839, for the sum ef 


Second of date, 19th Dec. 1839, for 
The notes ot Mississippi Rail Road Bank, 


esa e ag. 


The receipts into the Treasury for thej same 


n 99 aaa 


Union Bank, 
Real Estate, Columbus, 


Commereial Bank, Manchester, : 


two several receipts, 
$230,474 00 


Kemper & Noxubee Navigation co. 5 00 


Tickets of Corporation of Jackson, 575 00 


Specie, 


period are from the following sources, viz: 
Rec'd cn act. of State taxes, $139,566 92 


. Miscellaneous, 20,450 50 


Appropriations,  - 16,152 82 


$241,503 20 


s . Town lots, 2,708 98 
— $142,275 90 
$393,779 10 
And the expenditures are accounted for as 
. follows, viz: 
Disb'd on ac’t of the Legislature, $12,840 74 
f e Executive, 3,254 63 
JE. Judiciary, 10,354 954 
é e State Capitol, 6,357 93 
f é Militia, 753 00 
* < Three per cent fund, 339 00 
$ f State Library, 171 00 
< < Penitentiary, — 5,203 00 
¢ ( 
& é 
6 6 


LAS 


Soldiers of the Rev- 
olution, 700 00 
Bank Commissioners, 839 04 


` 
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€ ‘ Commissioners for 

, Assessing, 1,067 39 
« 6 Contingent Fund, 697 00 
e 6 Goverhor's House, . 1,991 75 


$80,813 474 
Add to rec’ts as above specified, 239,109 00 
On hand notes Miss. Rail Road, 63,030 00 


é é Union Bank, 1,800 00 
¿< < — Hernando, 20 00 
+ + Real Estate, Colum, 

bus, 5 00 
¢ < Kemper and Noxu- 

bee Nav. Co., 5 00 
€. * "Tickets of Corpora- 

tion of Jackson, 3 62i 


$383,779 10 

As far as I had an opportunity of examining the accounts ' 
of my two immediate predecessors, I find the transactions 
of this Department, since the report of James G. Williams, 
deceased, to the legislature at its last session, to be in ac- 
cordance with the foregoing statement. 

I will lose no time, however, in bringing forward balan- 
ces of earlier date, and connect them down to the present, 
that I may render the labors of the committee on accounts 
less arduous. All of which is respectfully submitted, 


J. S. CURTIS, State Treasurer. 


TREASURER’S OFFICE, 
City or Jacxson, January 2d, 1841. 


To the Honorable the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives of the State of Mississippi: 

Sir—I have the honor herewith to hand to you, to be 
laid before the honorable body over which you preside, the 
enclosed Report of the State Treasurer, from the com- 
mencement of my official services, up to the first day of 
January, 1841, and have the honor to be, very respect- 


fully, Your ob’t serv’t, 
l J. S. CURTIS, State Treasurer. 
TREASURERS OFFICE, ? 


City or Jacxson, January 2d, 1841. 

In pursuance of the several statutory provisions defining 
the duty of State Treasurer, the undersigned presents to 
your honorable body the following 

REPORT. 
In entering upon the discharge of this duty, your Trea- 


127 


surer would respectfully represent, that he found in the 
Treasury, on the 2d day of December, 1840, the following . 
effects, viz: i l 
Two several receipts of T. F. Collins, Attorney Gene- 
ral, for the sum of two hundred and thirty-eight thousand 
one hundred and two dollars; first receipt of date 7th Sep- 
tember, 1839, for the following sums, and particular descrip- 
tions of funds, viz: 
Certificate of deposite on Bran- 


don Bank, $229,384 00 
Notes of the Citizens’ Bank, 

Madison County, - 470 00 
Notes of the Benton and Man- ' 

chester Rail Road, 170 00 
Notes of the Lake Washington 

and Deer Creek, 250 00 


Second receipt, of date De- 
cember 19th, 1839: l 
Notes of the Bank of Grenada, 7,628 00 
——— $238,102 : 00 
Making the amount as above 
stated. i l 
Notes of Natchez Mississippi . 
Rail Road Company, 63,030 00 
Notes of the Miss. Union Bank, 1,800 00 
Notes of the Hernando Rail | 


Road: Company, 20 00 
Notes of the Real Estate Bank, 

Columbus, 5 00 
Notes of the Kemper & Noxu- 

bee Navigation Company, 500 ~.. 
Tickets of the Corporation of 

Jackson, 3 62% 


— ——— $64,863 624 


$302,965 62: 


» 


Receipts into the office from the 2d day 
of December to 1st day of January, both 
days inclusive, viz: `. 

Received on account of State taxes, $841 10 
Disbursed on ace't. of State Capitol, $501 00 
: * the Legislature, — 232 00 
Ec © Judiciary, - 108 10 


! $841 10 
‘All of which is respectfully submitted, 
| J. S. CURTIS, 


State Treasurer. 
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In the further discharge of the duties enjoined upon me 
by law, I would, with much diffidence, respectfully state, 
that there being no account of Bills Payable or Bills Receiv- 
able, kept in this office, I am at a loss to determine the pre- 
cise amount of liabilities of the State, and her means of pay- 
ing the same, save that of her revenue yet to be collected, 
with the depreciated bank paper set out in report herewith. 

The Statutes, however, having provided that my annual 
report to your honorable body, should be accompanied with 
such recommendations as may seem in my judgment fit and 
proper to enable you to provide a revenue sufficient for all 
the purposes of government, has induced me carefuily to 
examine the revenue laws of our own, with a number of 
the older States, to enable me the better to perform this 
important duty. : 

The first thing that seems to present itself for your con- 
sideration is the glaring fact, well known without the ad- 
ditional proof of our annual reports, that the large disburse- 
ments on account of State Capitol, Penitentiary, &c. have 
greatly exceeded the income of the State; and, taking in 
connection the large amount of depreciated bank paper, the 
State, in her lenity, has received in payment of her dues, 
which paper she has been unable to use in liquidation of 
claims against her: all conspire to have left the State great- 
ly embarrassed for means to pay the ordinary expenses of 
Government; to obviate which, without doing violence to 
the feelings and interests of the people, and to a moderate 
and equitable system of revenue, should be your chief aim; 
the great sensibility of feeling that pervades the minds of 
the whole people of the State, on the subject of taxation, is 
one that deserves your serious attention. 

I am persuaded, however, that this jealousy does not 
arise so much from the fear of a burthen, or an indisposition 
to pay an amount sufficient for all the purposes of Govern- 
ment, as from a consciousness that there is a grand prelude 
or stepping stone to the measure. 

'The fact of the indebtedness of the State, and her total 
inability to pay, makes an increase of her revenue obvious 
to all: then first satisfy the people of your entire disposition 
to mete out to them justice and equity, by dispensing with 
the extra session of the Legislature; abolish all offices not 
actuallv indispensable, rigidly retrench the public printing; 
and such is my confidence in the people of the State of 
which I am proud to be a citizen, as to forbid that I should 
indulge the thought that they will hesitate, for a moment, 
. to contribute to the support of the government, to the full 

extent of her requirements. And to this end, you should 
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raise ‘to, some extent, the taxes on all items now enumera- 
ted, and. brihg.in as. new objects, that of Lawyers, Physi: 
cians; Gold Watches, Piano “Fortes, . Toll: Gates, Ferries; 
Bridges, Theatres, Equestrian Companies, Natural Curiosi- 
ties and Merchant Boats,:trading on the Mississippi Rivers" 
and holding the doctrine sacred;:as-1 do, that public servants’ 
when: put in trust by the:people; are bound to:deyote. their” 
time and-talents to the interest. of their: constituents; and 
there being officers of the State whose offices and:services- 
could not be;dispensed with, and. yet whose labors aré riot 
so arduous.as to .prevent. them’ from: superintending the; 
amount of work now to'be completed on. the Public. Build-: 
ings, and to.see the property: of the: State. protected from 
enervations, without any additional charge:-to. the State, it 
should be made their duty to perform that trust. : : >+ 
Iam of opinion, that all Bills-Payable should be eountere: 
signed and registered by :the "Treasurer ; and all Bills-Re- 
ceivable should be registered by the Auditor, and depósited: 
with: the: Treasurer; and although this would greatly in- 
crease the labors of the "Treasurer; yet.it would not be more: 
than lie could:perform ; arid the satisfaction, on‘ his part; of: 
being able, at all times, at:the: shortest notice, tó furnish cor-: 
rect information; as te-the indebtedness of. the State, and 
her means to. pay the: same;:ard to.-commuünicate: to the 
Legislature the amount ‘ef "increase “or diminution: of the. 
revenue, as the case may.be, that the’ state of the-finances: 
seem to. justify, would more than ‘compensate: for the ins 
creased labors.of the office. =... DO LTEM 
I have reasons to believe that there are: large amounts of- 
land inthe:state held by foreigners or non-residents, Subject: 
to taxation, which is annually neglected for want:of infor-: 
mation on the part of the collectors, which:could be:brousht: 
into requisitien by compelling such non-residents;to. fumish, - 
the: Auditor of Public Accaunts,’.on or befóre-the-first day” 
of January, in each year, on oath; with a list. ef-allthe-dands: 
thus held, the numbers of the land, the number:of acres mi 
each tract, with the value of the-same, and in what-county: 
such lands are situated,:and the name of the agent or agents: 
for the.same ; and. the Auditor, on:such information; to furs: 
nish the chairman of the Police Court of thé county in which: 
such lands are situated -with all the: information in. relation 
to such lands, with the name: of the agent or'agents for the. 
same; and: if any such agent orzagents ‘shall refuse: to-pay ' 
the taxes on the samié, his own property shoúldbe:adjudged: 
bound and.held: subject . tó-the payment «of: thel:same : and! 
ahy non-resident-neglectiny. or refusing to. comply with such: 
requisitions, should be: adjudged :to:spay double:taxes, with: 
H 8 


a 4 3 
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ten per cent. interest on the same, so long as he‘ shall re- 
fuse or neglect to furnish such information, to be assessed 
and collected, whenever such fact shall be ascertained: and 
although the land may have changed owners, if should, 
nevertheless, be bound for all arrearage-taxes and interest. ` 
And in like manner, when any resident citizen shall neglect 
or refuse to render a. faithful schedule of all the property: 
for which he às subject to pay taxes, for one year or a series 
of. years; when such fact is ascertained, such property 
should be enrolled, and assessed for all arrearages, with ten. 
per cent. interest per annum on the same. Having taken 
a passing notice of the public Printing, as a fit item of re- 
trenchment, a sease of duty impels me to that subject again 
—the great pressure that pervades the country, the low 
price of every article, the product of our state, with the 
embarrassment of a large portion of the citizens, is, I am 
sure, sufficient justification on my part to urge retrenchment 
- to its fullest extent. - : A 
lam of opinion, that all messages, reports, and bills of 
moment, should only be printed, and then barely sufficient ` 
for.the use of the two Houses ; and that no resolution should 
be printed, at all; and all proclamations on the part of the: 
state should be confined to some three or four newspspers. : 
l would further suggest the propriety of changing.the^ 
present system of classing and taxing lands, in this state ;- 
tor the reasons, that it is unequal in Hs bearings, and em- 
barrassing to those whose duty it is to assess them ;-and in 
lieu thereof, I would respectfully recommend the adoptinn 
of an ad valorem system, as being more equitable ; and by 
which means, you will compel the rich to pay the amount. 
in which -the government protects them, and the poor will. 
pay but for the same. — : 5 
. The inequality: of the present system is obvious, from the 
fact that within fourteen miles of the Mississippi river; we: 
have many poor persons who have settled on the publie: 
lands, and have secured to themselves pre-emption rights. 
for the same ; whilst the rich speculators, have bought the 
finest soil of our state. The present.system extracts from- 
the pre-emption settler, the-same. per acre, although ordina-: 
ry, or second quality, in the first class, as is obtained from: 
the speculator, in possession of the rich prairies of Yazoo, 
Big Black, and Tombigby, included in the fourth class... . 
And to the further accomplishment of system and equity, . 
I would respectfully recommend, that the office of assessor 
be dispensed with ; it.being.a matter vitally important, .as.J. 
conceive, to the due guarding and checking all officers of. 
state; and in.lieu thereof, I would clothe the: police court 
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with‘authority, atits April séssion; in each year, to:appoint 
one justi¢e-of the. peace,'in each-police district, whose duty: 
it may be made, on being notified of: such appointment, to- 
give notice of. ithe sanie, in -his-district sand- that ‘in: such. 
time as may be specified, that all persons in their distriets;. 
meet, and render a schedule of: all:the property: for which 
they-ave* subjett to.‘pay taxes; «which: several ‘magistrates 
may make their returns‘ to the cclérk: of: probate, whose duty 
Hmay’ be. madé' to embody: thet: whole.: returns:: for -eachr 
county, in-one assessment list ; and-to'furnish.oris Copy ‘to 
the collector, one tothe countj'treasurer, and one to-be 
sent to-the State Auditor: to cc. ns PUGS oe 
~ The difficulty that-exists:in-colleeting: taxes from tran- 
sient merchants, ‘hawkers, pedlars, and. keepers. of billiard 
tables; could: be measurably obviated;by causing the auditor 
to furnish blank:licenses:to the clerks of-probate court, im 
each county ;-and miake it'obligatory on-all merchants, haw-: 
kers, and pedlars, and: keepers of billiard tables, before they 
shall presume to sell goods,.or set aitable:for:play, to- obtain: 
licence for-the same; and ini default; Shall be assessed: double, 
and the house'in which:said goods may- be opened, or:table’ 
set for play, should-be. bound, ‘and held subject for the pay- 
ment ofthe same. rir ts tra a dos 
: The amount of defalcations and insolvencies, disclosed 
annually, in-the aúditor's report, can but:.satisfy you;: that 
there is great: remissness-on:the part. of some'of- the collec-. 
tors. . duc LM iai SPAN Si v i Egit C S 
Our revenue law, so complexed and mystified, by .statu- 
tory provisions and“amendments,. is, to some extent, -an 
apology for them, but: not sufficient to cover the whole- 
ground. of their offence, “mi Cute uc. x 
: With this view of the subject, should you-think:properto 
so re-model the veyetue laws: of this state; as to embody: 
the whole-in':ope general bill;:-and have each; tax:colleetor: 
furnished with'a copy thereof; and by such impositions,:as. 
may seem fit, caasé’.them-tigilantly: and -faithfully-.to dis- 
charge their trust, it will. greatly aid in producing an equi- 
librium-in-the affairs of state. My greatest oscillations of 
mind has been, on a subject I bring last to your notice, al- 
though not of léast importançe.: . Many-are the'speculatiohs 
and conjectures as to the action you: will: take,-at this ses-, 
sion, in relation tó the outstanding- auditor’s pay:warrântss. 
or ordinary debts-of:the states :. Should you think proper to - 
take any action on the subject, one ‘of-two courses seems 
to be inevitable. PEA 
First, to fund the debt, and put it at interest; and the 
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second is, to take up the debt by.treasury notes of small 
size. -Which of these will.effect what seems to be the great 
desideratum, that of rendering the gréatest.good to the greate 
est:numbers; will be a matter for you, Im your judgment, to 
determine. Ge an e uo Lc 
I would beg leave, however, to state one case applicable. 
and explanatory of thé good effects of the latter... The state 
of North Carolina, in 1814, when laboring under-embarrass- 
ments similar to our own, the legislature authorized an issue: 
of $82,000, in treasury notes; in -1816,-a-further issne of 
$80,000, and in 1823, $100,000... These issues of treasury: 
notes, were equal in value to any funds.of. the states; and 
being of small denomination, answered.ajl the purpose’ of 
money, in the ordinary transactions -of her citizens; and. 
although the treasury has been solvent. for.years, and now 
report a surplus of $98,000; yet such is the value and con» 
venience for change, there remains about. $49,000-unre- 
deemed; and experimental proof being the best. demonstrator, 
of all theory, I must confess I see no good reason why, with. 
a like experiment, we should not do well, As at least one 
half of the amount issued would be required annually by the 
state, in revenue, so far it would be sound funds to the. . 
citizens who pay taxes; and such funds only; and her bills- 
-receivable, being now received by the state in payment: of 
her dues, the auditor's warrants are not of. such denominas. 
tions-as to prove beneficial. to the mass of. the people in pay-.- 
ing taxes. But when you shall have issued treasury notes: 
of small denominations, you will put itin the.power of every 
man to secure such amoünts as he may require, and it. proves 
a general benefit and convenience.to all. - > o 
It may be, however, that capitalists, holding large amounts 
of claims against the state, may.be disposed to change the 
nature of their debt. . In sueh case tt may not be necessary: 
to issue, at any one time, an amount exceeding that actually - 
required by the people, for revenue to the state, — ... 
"All of which is respectfully submitted, — . 
.. JS. CURTIS, . 


. State Treasurers ^. 


€t the 14th of December last, T addressed.the attorney. 
general a note, requesting information in relation to the re- 
spective claims in his hands, as specified, being the several. 
sums as stated in report herewith, and designated by his two: 
receipts, à copy of ‘which, with .his reply, is:hereunto an- 
nexed. oo: 
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Purus y 3 -TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
. Jackson, Dec. SS e0 i 
Thos. B. ‘Collins, lori General. - i 

Dear Srr—I find in my office your. several receipts, one 
of date 7th September, 1839, for. the notes of-sundry banks; 
to the amount.of two hundred and thirty thousand four hun- 
dred and seventy-four dollars; one other; of date the 19th 
December, 1839; forthe sum -of seven thousand six hùn- - 
dred and twenty-eight dollars, of the notes of. the Bank of 
"Grenada. 

I beg that you. inform me df the situation of each oliin 
respectively, and the probability of the same being pads 
‘ted or ‘secured by the several debtors: ` 

hespectiuly yours, j 
« Ji S. CURTIS. 


ATTORNEY GENERAL'S. OFFICE, 
-Jacxson, Mi. 29th Dec., 1840. 1 
To the asno of the State of Mississippi: Rs 

Your letter, requiring information relative to'the claims 
in favor of the state, which were placed in my hands for 
collection, was duly received, and contents noticed. 

It is perhaps needless to go into a detailed statement of 
the whole matter. I immediately, after the reception of 
those claims, forwarded all except the claim against the 
Brandon Bank, and the one against Silas Brown’s securities, 
to'the district attorneys of the respective districts in which 
the parties resided. J am not yet advised as to: the situation 

of.any of the claims so forwarded. 

The claim against the Brandon Bank was put in suit by 
me, and judgment obtained at the first term thereafter of the 
Rankin circuit court, and I imagine nothing will ever be re- 
alized from it. Lentered suit against. the securities of Dr. 
Brown, but have not yet obtained judgment. : 

‘Respectfully, 
Your ob’t. servit. . 
(Signed) - T. F. COLLINS. ` 


On motion of .Mr. Wilcox, i 

Ordered, that the reading of said report be- dispensed 
with, and that! one hundred copies théreof be printed. 

Mr. Shelby, of Goshoma, asked and obtained m of 
absence from the House... 

Mr. Shelby gave notice that he would, on to-moriow, in- 
troduce bills of the following titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled *an act to provide'for the safe trans- 
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portation and removing obstructions out of the Cold Water 
Puss, so as to render its navigation safe and easy;” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to. incorporate a compy to 
build a toll-bridge across the Yazoo. Pass” — . EET 

Mr. Robinson gave notiee that he would, on to-morrow, 
-introduce a bill to be entitled “an act to, define the boundary 
line between the counties of Hinds and Madison;" and:a 
bill to be entitled “an act to limit the extent of judgment- 
liens on lands.” 

Mr. Lemley gave notice that, on to-morrow, he would ii- 
troduce a bill-to be entitled “an.act in reference to the 
board of police of Smith county.” 

Mr. Wood, by leave of the House, introduced a bill to. be 
entitled “an act requiring non-residents to give security for 
costs of suit, at the time of instituting the same,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Bradford asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to be entitled “an act to define when the Indian reser- 
vations **all be held and deemed liable to taxation.” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr . Murchison presented the petition of Mary J ane 
Buckner, praying that her name might be changed to that 
of Mary Jane Bondurant, 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting. of 
Messrs. Murchison, Norris, and Boon. 

Mr. Leake gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, in- 
troduce a bill to be entitled “an act to suppress the issuance 
and circulation of change-bills.” 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of John Martin 
Elder, praying that certain taxes illegally levied on his land 
may be remitted which, | 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, 

Was referred to a committee consisting of the delegates 
from the counties of Leake and Scott. 

Mr. Offutt gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, in- 
troduce a bili on the subject of public printing. 

Mr. Graves, of Choctaw, gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce “a bill to reduce the fees 
of the officers therein named.” 

The House resumed in committee of the whole, the con- 
sideration of the Governor’s. Message, Mr. Roberts in the 
chair, and after some time spent thereiri, 

The committee rose, and, through their chairman, report- 
ed progress, and asked leave to sit again at 3 o'élock. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 
Said report was received and agreed to. 
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‘On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, | 


Orderéd, that one-hundred-  cópies: of the ele of tis 


House be printed, 

Mr. Land offered the following resolution: " t utm 
Resolved; That the committee to whom was aired that 
art of the Governor's Message, in relation to state bonds, 
‘shall be instructed to report to this House, by resolution, 

or otherwise, the substance of the following resolutions: 

That the sale of the State Bonds of the Mississippi Union 
Bank, by the authorized agents of the State; was approved 


by the people and confirmed by the virtual ratification of ` 


two successive legislatures, - 

That the state of Mississippi has the justice to pay said 
bonds, and the pridé and patriotism to preserve her hitherto 
sacred faith inviolable. ji 


Which, on motion of Mr. Runnells, were ordered to ie 
on the table. 


Ki 
t 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


On motion of Mr. Wilcox, R^ s 
Resolved, That a committee of three members be .ap- 
pointed to revise the standing rules of this House. 
Whereupon, the Speaker appointed Messrs. Wilcox, Ro- 
berts, and Runnells, said committee. ` 
The Speaker presented the following communication from 
Mr. Bradford, a member ftom the county of Pontotoe: 


Mn. SreEAkER—1 respectfully ask to be released from the 
delicate situation I hoid as chairman of the committee of 
ways and means, which situation was assigned me by your 
predecessor. 

Very respectfully, &c. 
J. D. BRADFORD. 

And, no objection being made, Mr. Bradford was released 
from serving as the chairman of said-committee. - ` 

The Speaker presented the following communication from 
Mr. Besangon, a member from the county of Tunica: 


To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Sir—Through you I respectfully tender to the House my 
resignation as ‘chairman of the committee on banks and eur- 
rency, and also as a member of that committee. ` 
January 7, 1841. 0 > L. A. BESANCON. 
And,-no objéction being made, Mr. Besangon's resigna- 
tion was accepted. 
The following message from the Senate was delivered by 
Mr. Downs, their Secretary: 
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Mr. Spzaxer—The Senate have passed bilis of. the fol- 
lowing titles, from the House of Representatives, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of-Gwin Pepper, 
tax collector of Lawrence county,” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to protect public bridges 
from injury,” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Wahalah 
Male Academy, in the county of Kemper.” 

They have instructed me to return to the House of Re- 
presentatives, for engrossment, the bill communicated in a 
message of last session, to be entitled “an act to amend. 
the 13th and 14th sections of an aet. entitled an act con- 
cerning conveyances,” passed June 13th, 1822. 

They have given leave to the introduction of a bill to be 
entitled “an act extending to James Davis, jr. all the rights 
and privileges of an adult;’ 

And have passed a bill to be entitled “an act. to change 
the name of Mary Jane Buckner to that of Mary Jane 
Bondurant;” 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to change 
the name of Mary Jane Buckner to that of Mary Jane 
Bondurant,” 

Was read the first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wood, 

The rule was dispensed with, and the bill-read a second 
time. 

The bill to be entitled ‘an act to amend the 13th and 
14th sections of an act entitled an act concerning convey-. 
ances,” passed June 12th, 1822, which was returned by 
the Senate for engrossment, was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to be entitled, *an act extending te James Da- 
vis, Jr. all the rights and "privileges of an adult," 

Was, read the first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Crump, 

The rules were dispensed with, and said bill was read æ 

second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Crump, 

Said bill was referred to a select committee of three, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Crump, Roberts and Durham. . 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to extend 
an act to amend the laws respecting suits to be brought. 
against endorsers of promissory notes, approved May 13th, 
1837,” 

Was read the first time. 
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. The following. message. from the Senate was, received by 
Mr. Downs, their.Secretary =. 
Mr. Spraxer:—The Sonate have: adopted thé following 


; joint. resolütion,ío-witzo: < ` 


Resolved, (with the concurrence of the House of Repre- 
sentatives) thata joint-seléct committee-of three.on the part 
of the Senate, with-five members-on the part of the House 
of Representatives, be appointed to examine into the condi- 
tion of the Penitentiary, and the situation and treatment of 
the convictsyand report as early as practicable.” 

And have appointed as the committee on the part of the 


. Senate,. Messrs. Ives, Phillips and ‘Love. - 
In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 


House of Representatives. ' 
On motion of Mr. Offutt, 

The House concurred in:said resolution, and the Speaker 
appointed Messrs. Offutt, Bell, Allen of Hinds, Crump and 
Besancon. : 

The following message from ilis Senate wás delivered by 
Mr. Downs, their Secretary, viz: 


The Senate have passed abili from the House of Repre- 


sentatives, to be entitled “an ‘act to promote industry and 
for the encouragement of agriculture in the State of Mis- 
sissippi,” and 

A bill to be. entitled “an att to amend an act incorpora 
ting the town of Greensboro’ in the county-of Choctaw,” 

And have made an.amendment ‘thereto. 

In which amendment I am.instructed to desire the con- 
currence of the House of Representatives. 

The Senate have also passed bills of titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an ‘act to extend an act to amend 
the laws respecting suits to-be brought against endorsers of 
promissory notes, approved May 13, 1837," > 

* A resolution; granting leave of absence to Robert H. 
Buckner, Chancellor of the State of Mississippi,” 

In which I am instructed to: desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

The resolution granting leave of abeente to Mr. Buckner, 

Was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Durham, 
The rule was dispensed with. and said resolutiõa 
Was read.a second time, and - 
On motion: of the same gentleman, 
"The rule was further dispensed with, 

And said resolution was passed. 

The following message from the Neto was deliver edby 
Mr. Downs, their Secretary: 
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Mr. SerakER:— The Senate have adopted a joint resolu- 
tion, that the Legislature adjourn, sine die, on Saturday | 
next, at 12 o'clock, M.. a ARE E. 2 

In which I am instructed to request the concurrence:of 
the House of Representatives. - E 

Mr. Magruder moved that said resolution lay on the table, 
and the ayes and noes on said question being called for, are 
as follows: S | se : 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Allen of Marshall, Allen of Hinds, 
Acker, Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Bradford, Burrus, Bi- 
lups, Binford, Boon, Bynum, Cook, Crump, Cunningham, 
Downes, Durham, Draine, Dobyns, Draughn, Drake, Dunn, 
Evans, Findley, Graves, Harrington, Inge, Jenkins, John- 
son, Kilgore, Lemley, Leggett, Means, Mount, Murchison, 
Matthews, Magrauder, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Roberts, Rob- 
inson, Runnells, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stuart, Terrell, Tomp- 
kins, Wilcox, Watkins, and Wood—52. 

Noes—Messrs. Besangon, Berry, Bell, Ellis of Copiah, 
Ellis of Jasper, Foster, Frost, Grinstead, Goode, Harrison, 
Holland, Jones, Leake, Land, Moody, Moore, McGowan, 
Turner, Watson, Wagster, Williamson, and Yerger—22. 

So the motion was carried. 

Mr. Drake moved that said motion be reconsidered, 

Which motion was lost. 

The House according to the order of the day, resolved 
itself into committee of the whole, Mr. Roberts again in 
the chair, and after some time spent therein, the committee 
rose and through their chairman asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 

Said report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Besangon moved that five thousand copies of said 
message be printed for the use of the. House, and the ayes 
and noes being called on said motion, are as follows: 

: Ayes—Messrs. Basangon, Drake, Lemley, and Lowe—4. 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker, 
Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Berry, Bradford, Burrus, Bil- 
lups, Binford, Boon, Bynum, Cook, Crump, Cunningham, 
Downes, Durham, Draine, Dobyns, Draughn, Dunn, Ellis 
of Copiah, Ellis of Jasper, Evans, Findley, Fore, Foster, 
Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Harrison, Holland, Inge, 
Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Kilgore, Leake, Land, Means, 
Mount, Murchison, Moody, Moore, Matthews, Magrauder, 
McGowan, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Roberts, Robinson, 
Runnells, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, Tompkins, Wil- 
cox, Wagster, Watkins, Wood, Williamson and Yerger 
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My, Boon moved that one. thousand capiet. of. said mes- 
‘sage: besprintede. 5: é 
. Mr- Grinstead. moved - ‘that three thousand copies, be 
rinteds: E E 
p Mr: Roberts WES, that ‘twenty-five hundred copies he, 
rnted. .. >; 
: The question was then taken ` on Mr. Grinsteatl’s motion 
to- print three thousand copies, and lost; 
Mx Roberts then moved that moros nunca copies 
be printed, T 
Which motion was also lost. 
The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. Grin 
stead to print two thousand copies, etu 
And decided in the negative. — . 
The question was then taken on the motion n of Mr. Boon 
to print one thousand copies, ic ae 
And decided in the negative. 
Mr. Boon moved that eight hundred copies be printed, 
And the question. being taken thereon; . 
Was decided by ayes and noes as follows, to wit: 
Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs, Acker, Besangon, Berry, 
Bradford, Boon, Bynum, Cook, Crump, Durham, Draine, 
Drake, Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of E asper, Fore, Frost, Graves, 
Grinstead, Goode, Harrington; Harrison, Holland, Jones, Kil- 
gore, Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Legzet, Land, Means, Moody, 
Matthews, McGowan, Roberts, “Turner, Terrell, Wagster, 
—31. o 
Noes—Messrs. Allen of Mar shall; Allen of Hinds, Barnes, 
Barringer, Baldwin, Burrus, Billups, Binford, Cunninghain, 
Downs, Dobyns, Draughn, Dunn, Evans, Finley, Foster, 
Inge, Jenkins, Johnson, Mount, Murchison, Moore, Magrau- 
der, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Robmson, Runnells, Smiley, 
Shoemaker, Stewart, Tompkins, Wilcox, Watkins, Wood, 
Williamson, Yerger—37 
So the.motion was lost for want of a majority. 
On motion of Mr. Jones, " 
Ordered, that five hundred copies of said message be prin- 
ted, 
“And then the House adjourned. 


FRIDAY, January 8, 1841. - 
Mr. Tompkins presented the petition of William L. Allen 
and others, praying that certain defective conveyances may 
be- confirmed, | 
Which was referred to: Roe committee on. the judiciary.’ ' 
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Mr. Magruder presented the petition: of "Willis B. 
Lewis for the Girard Bank of Philadelphia, and: others, 
praying the passage of an áct'authorizing the/Grand-Gulf 
Rail Road and Banking Company to wind up its affair: 

- Which was referred toa committee'consisting of Messrs. 
Magruder, Leake, Smiley, Durham and Downs. 

Mr. John M. Maury, a member from the county of Car- 
roll, elected to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation’ of 
C. F. Heinmingway, Esq., appeared, produced his -créden-. 
tials, was duly qualified and took his seat. 

Mr. Leake presented the petition of William T. Bolling 
and others, 

Which was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Goode presented the claim of James M. Cherry, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Watkins presented the petition of A. Buford and 
others, 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Watkins, Ellis of Copiah, Frost, Leggett and Means. 

Mr. Harrison presented the account of Thomas W. 
Walsh, against the state of Mississippi, for his services as 
clerk of the circuit court of Neshoba county, 

Wh ich was referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Murchison presented the account of Davis and Gar- 
ner, for chairs furnished the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, which 

On motion, was referred to the Gennes on Claims. ` 

Mr. Evans presented the petition of Abraham Murduch, 
praying the passage of “ an act to amend an act to regulate 
sales of merchandize at auction, and for other eee ap- 
proved February 22. 1840,” 

Which on motion, was referred: to the committee on B 
Judiciary. | 

Mr. Wilcox from the committee appointed to revise the 
rules of this House, presented the following report, viz: 

Mr. Srzaxer—The committee to whom was referred for 
revision, the standing rules of the House of Representatives, 
have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to 
report the accompanying revised code of ‘rules, (which code 
is marked A., and made part of this report.) The commit- 
tee recommend that the same be adopted by the House, and 
that the committee be discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the subject.. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 20 

Said report was received, and the amendments proposed 

by the committee being read, were agreed to. 
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Mr. Dobyns, froin thé, select committee to, whom wagte- 
ferred the petition .of divers citizens. of.;Rodriey,. reported: a 
bill. to be. entitled: “an act :to-repeal the aet conferring: core! 
porate privileges on, the citizens of.the. town of RORE Pok 

Which passed its first reading. e ae ‘ead 

On motion of, Mr. Dobyns,: : i 
The rule- was dispensed with, and the. said bill - 
Was read the second. time..: : ra 
On motion of Mr. Wilcox, l T: 

. he rule was ;further pst. with, and. the Said. bill 
passed ts third reading. — . . 

Ordered, that: the above named title be continen 

Mr. Offutt asked leave to dh the iod dud 
ble and resolution, viz:. . . ee 

Wuerzas, the present pecuniary condition and derange- 
ment of our commonwealth and embarrassments of the peo 
ple call loudly for retrenchment and reform in some; and 
' economy in .every department of the government of. the 
State, and whereas, the charge on the treasury for public 
printing, has, for several years past, been a heavy item of; 
expense, and it is believed that the same may be executed: 
ata much legs.cost, therefore, - °° : 

. Be it resolved,. That a cominittee of five members bo ap- 
pointed by the Speaker, upon the subject of the public: prin- 
ting of the Legislature, whose duty it-shall be to inquire into 
the propriety. and practicability of letting it out to the low 
est bidder or. bidders, on condition that he or. they give good: 
and ample security for its. proper, regular and expeditious 
execution, and: that. the committee, be’ instructed ta report 
by bill, or otherwise. hod X XE cl 

Which was carried. . 

And the ehair appointed: as said cdmimittee, Messrs. Oi, 
Mabry, Shoemaker, Wagster and Norris. ` ?; 
Mr. Runnels offered. the following resolution, which. was 

adopted, viz: ^, : 

Resolved, Thata committee of three members be appoin=: 
ted, whose duty it shall be to examine into the condi tion. of 
the State Library. 

And the Speaker appointed the ÉL ose gentiemen said: 
committee, viz :. Messrs.. Runnels, Acker. and Finley,- s > 

On motion. of Mr. Boon, : 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, whose 
duty it shall beto examine and repórt.to- this: House the 
present condition. of the office of Seer etary of State, and- 
said committee consist of Messrs. Boon, Meee Besan- 
gon, Graves and Bradford. : 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, '; 37 Nam 
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„Resolved; That the Auditor of Public Accounts be reques- 
ted to furnish this House with a statement of the. amount of 
bills receivable, and of cash received by him: for the sale’of 
the public lots, in the-town of Jackson; also what disposition 
he has made of the same. 

Mr. Burrus gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, in- 
troduce a bill to alter and amend “an act concerning: the 
mode of proceeding in the High Court of Errors and Ap- 

eals.” 

Mr. Williamson moved a reconsideration of the report of 
the committee of the whole upon the Governor's message 
adopted yesterday, which motion prevailed. Thereupon; 
the clerk read the following resolution: ` 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s message as 
relates to the subject of education, be referred to the com- 
mittee of ways and means; . . 

Which, on motion of Mr. Boon, was — 

The clerk then read the following resolution: 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as rè“ 
lates to weights and measures, be referred to the committee 
of ways and nicans. 

Which, on motion of Mr. Boon, was adopted. 

Mr. Allen moved the following resolution | 

Which was adopted: 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as re- 
lates to the state funds, be referred to a select committee of 
five, with instructions to report the condition of said funds, 
and the best mode of securing and collecting the same. 

Mr. Boon moved the following amendment to said reso- 
lution, which was also adopted: 

Amend by adding “and that they be specially instructed 
to enquire how the surplus revenue of the general govern- 
ment, received by this state, has been disposed of, and the 
amount received from the government. : 

And the chair appointed as said committee, Messrs. Allen 
of Hinds, Maury, Boone, Barringer and Dixon. 

The following resolution was read, viz: — ^ eo 

fesolved, That so much of the governor's message Es Te 
lates to the collection and disbursement of ‘the public rey-. 
enue, the defalcations of public officers, the outstanding av- 
ditor’s warrants, and the domestic debt of the state, be re- 
ferred to a select committee of five members. 

Mr. Bradford moved to amend by striking out the words 


“select committee of five,” and inserting committee of Ways 
and means, 


Which was lost. 
On motion of Mr. Runnels, 
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“The resolution-was:adopted, and. .Messrs. Runnels, Dur- 
ham, McGowan, Allen. of. Hinds, and Doren were appointed 
the committee. 

The following resolution was read, and . 

On motion of Mr. Yerger, adopted. ES 

Resolved, That so much: of the governoz's message ‘as re- 
lates to the state credit,:the outstanding bonds of -the'state;: 
and the interest due thereon;-be. referred to a select com- 
mittee of five members, d [ovs thereon by resolution or 
otherwise, 

And Messrs; Verger; ‘Finley, “Aker, Drake aúd Smiley 
were appointed:sáid:committee.. :* n. 

The following resolution was read, ad ^ 0007 

. On motion of Mr. Wiicox, was adopted.. 

“Resolved, That so mnch of the governor’s message as re- 
lates to communications from other states, with the accom- 
panying documents; be referred to a select committee: of 
five members. `. 

Messrs. Wilcox, Matthews, Means; Leake | and Land, 
were appointed said committee. 

` The following resolution: was read, and on motion of Mr. 
Dobyns, was adopted: 

Resolved, That so much of the Gavernor’s message as re- 
lates to the. diminution. of the salaries of: the public officers, 
be referred to a select committee of three.members, "which 
committee-are Messrs.:T. L. Dobyns, Bell and Dunn. 

“The following resolution -was read : S SUN 

Resolved, That so much of the Governors message aste- 
lates to the Banks of this State, except the. Mississippi Union 
Bank, the Planter's Bank; and the Mississippi .Rail Road : 
Bank, be referred to the committee on banks and currency. 

Mr. Stewart moved to amend by striking out all after the 
word “Resolved”.and inserting, : — : 

That so much of the Governors message .. dates to 
banks and banking; be: referred: to a FORE committee oP 
five members, 

Which on motion was. adopted. ` ii s 

And the chair appointed as said midis doin Stew: 
art, Boone, Crump, Ellis of Copiah, and Mount. 

The following. message. was received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Downs, theirsecretary, vize : 

Mr. Speraxer—The Senate: have . pássed pills. Gon: the 
House of Representatives:of titles, to wit? 

A bill to be entitled “an ant to amend tlie law us to leases 
of sixteenth sections,? "=. ^ 

A bill to be entitled « an » act farther to regulate the elec- 
tions for trustees cf school lands ih-the county of Franklin” 
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They have made aú amendment.to the.last mentioned. bill, 
in which I am instructed to desire.the concurrence of the. 
House of Representatives. 

The Senate have given leave to the introduction of bills 
of titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled « “anact tò separate the offices of 
assessor and collector of taxes in this. state,” .: 

A. bill to be entitled “an act for the encouragement of 
schools, colleges and academies,” — . 

A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate and define. tlie 
duties of elerks and sheriffs in actidns of::detinue,” 

A bill to be entitled “an act. to amend. the revenue laws. 
of this state,” É AEN E eR 

And have also passed a bill from’ the House of Represen- 
tatives, to be entitled Bi 

“An act for the relief of - Oliver C. Brouka? RO * ds 

Mr. Owens gave notice that he would on to-morrow. im» 
troduce a bill entitled “an act to divide the militia of Ita- 
wamba county mto two regiments.” .- 

Mr. Downs gave notice that he would- on to-morrow in- 
troduce a bill to be entitled “an act. to amend an act entitled 
an act to repeal the fifteenth section of. the act entitled an- 
act further to extend relief to debtors,” passed the 23d day 
of January, 1824, “and for other purposes;” approved the: 
8th day of February, 1827. 

Mr. Draine gave notice that he. would on to-morrow. in- 
troduce a bill to incorporate the Elmwoud Academy, in the 
county of Choctaw. 

Pursuant to notice given, Mr.. Lemley introduced a bill: 
to be entitled RH act in reference to the ‘board of police. of 
Smith county,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Lemley, the rule was atid 
with, and the said ‘bill passed its: second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Lemley; it was ordered to be engrossed: 
for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Billups gave notice that he would on to-morrow in- 
troduce a biil further to amend the laws concerning slaves, 
free negroes, and mulattoes. 

: Mr. Robinson gave notice that on Monday next he would 
introduce a bill to be entitled ‘an act to direct the practice 
and proceedings in suits. upon contracts made and entered 
into, after the passage thereof, and to regulate tlie proceed: 
ings upon executions issuing on judgments rendered thereon.’ 

"Mr. Graves, in pursuance to noticê.given, introduced a 
bill to be entitled “an act tà reduce the fees of certain offi- 
cers therein named,” which passed itsifirst reading. . &: 
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Mr. Crump, from the committee to whom was referred 
the petition of James Davis, jr. reported a bill to be entitled 
“an act extending to James Davis, jr. special rights and 
privileges of an adult,” which was received, and the bill or- 
dered to be engrossed for its third reading to-morrow. - 

Mr. Land, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to change the times of holding the circuit.court in the 
county of Holmes,” which passed its first reading. 

On motion of Mr. Land, l i 

The standing rule of the House was dispensed with, and 
the bill was read the second time by its title. 

Mr. Mount offered to amend by so wording-the bill as to 
embrace the counties of Leake and Attala, and extend the 
judicial days to the number of twelve, which was decided 
to be out of order, together with a motion to engross. 

So the House refused to entertain the bill and proceedings 
under it. 4: 

Mr. Durham presented the following preamble and reso- 
lutions, viz: ; 

Whereas, the Mississippi Union Bank has wholly and 
entirely failed to answer the purpose for which it was 
created; tnerefore, 

Resolved, That the sclect committee,on the Union Bank, 
be instructed toreport a hill (as early as practicable) réqui- 
ring the president and directors of the Mississippi Union 
Bank to deliver to his Excellency, the Governor of this 
state, the state bonds of five millions, which have been ex- 
ecuted and delivered by the Governor to the president and 
directors of the said Mississippi Union Bank, in behalf of 
the stocks subscribed by individuals, to the end that they 
may be cancelled. And that said bill require, also, the pres- 
ident and directors of the said Mississippi Union Bank, to 
cancel and return the mortgages and bonds executed by in- 
dividual subscribers of stock, with their title papers, on their 
demand, to their order or agent. hes n 

Mr. Acker moved their reference to a committee of the 
whole, on Monday next, at 11 o'clock A. M. 

Which was lost. - i ' 

On motion of Mr. Goode, si 
The preamble and resolution was laid upon the table. 
Mr. Wiliiamsen moved an adjournment of:the House 
until Monday next. "TN i 
The question was taken and decided in the negative. 
On motion of Mr. Boone, . 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. :- 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P, Me 


The following message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Downs, their Secretary: | 

Mr. SrEAkER—1 am instructed to ask permission to 
amend so much of a message of the Senate as communica- 
ted the passage of a bill for the relief of James Davis, jr. 
so that the same may read that the Senate have given leave 
to the introduction thereof. n 

] am instructed to ask permission to withdraw said bill. 

1 am also instructed to ask permission to withdraw a bill 
to be entitled *an act to promote industry and for the en- 
couragement of agriculture in the state of Mississippi.” 

The Senate have passed a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to be entitled “an act to repeal an act entitled 
an act to guard against the insolvency of the banks and 
monied corporations in this state, and to seeure the rights 
of creditors thereof,” approved the 12th May, 1837. 

And have also passed a bill to be entitled “an act to au- 
thorize the tax collector of Wilkinson county to make his 
return to the auditor of public accounts for the fiscal year 
of 1840, on the first Monday of April, 1841,” and have made: 
amendments thereto, by way of ryder, and also an amend- 
ment to the title thereof. 

Mr. Robinson, in accordance with netice previously given, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 
*an act to define the boundary line between the counties of 
Hinds and Madison," 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Bell moved to reject said bill, 

Which motion was withdrawn instanter. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 

A bill to be entitled “an act extending to James Davis, 
jr. special rights and privileges of an adult,” was with- 
-drawn, and, in accordance with the request of the Senate, 
sent to that body for further action. 

A bill from the Senate, entitled “an aet to authorize the 
tax collector of Wilkinson county to make his return to the 
auditor of public accounts for the fiscal year of 1840; on 
the first Monday in April, 1841,” : 

Was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Durham, 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the orders 
of the day. 

The Speaker announced that the unfinished business of 
the last session of this House had precedence, and called 
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from the orders of the day of the 22d of February, 1840, 
a bill to be entitled “an act amending the acts of January 
13th, 1824, and February 27th, 1836, concerning the juris- 
diction and powers of circuit courts, and for other pur- 
poses," às l 

Wiich was read the first time. 

Mr. Roberts moved that said bill be engrossed, and, 
On motion of Mr. Burrus, 

The further consideration of said bill was indefinitel 
postponed. 

The Speaker announced, as the next order of the day, 
& bill to be entitled *an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to amend the several acts of the state concerning crimes 
and punishments in the penitentiary,” approved Febreary 
15th, 1839, which, 

Upon motion of Mr. Runnels, 

Was ordered to lie upon the table. 

The Speaker announced as the next order of the day, a 
bill to be entitled *an act to tax brokers, and for other pur- 
poses," . ; 

Which was ordered to be read a third time. 

Upon motion of Mr. Yerger, E 

Ordered, that the hill be amended by striking out “thou- 
sand,” and inserting the word ‘hundred, after * five,’ in the 
first section of the bill, wherever it appears. 

The question being upon the adoption of said amend- 
ment, 

Upon motion of Mr. Williamson, 

It was ordered, that the sense of the House be taken se- 
parately upon ‘striking out’ and ‘inserting.’ : 

The question upon * striking out’ recurring first, 

& It was decided in the affirmative. 

And the question of ‘inserting’ was likewise determined 
in the affirmative. | 

So the amendment was adopted. | 

Mr. Lemley moved to insert ‘one thousand’ instead of 
“five hundred,’ y | 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Dobyns moved to strike out ‘county court where- 
ever it appears in the bill, and insert ‘ probaie court.’ 

On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, l 

The House adjourned. 
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SATURDAY, ANUARY 9th, pits 1 


Mr. kompan; a.member elect from the county of Tip- 
pah, appeared, presented his credentials, was duly qualified, 
and took his seat. 

M. Speaker presented to the House a meniorial relative 
to the Boston and Mi ississippi Rail Road, | praying the dona- 
tion ofland. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Yerger, 

Ordered, that said memorial be laid upen the table. 

Mr. Norris, from thé standing committee on enrolled bills 
offer: d the following report, 

‘AYhich was, on motion, adopted. 

Mr. SrzAxzg— The joint standing committee have exam- 
ined bills of the following titles, to wit: 

* An act to protect public bridges from injury,” 

* An act to amend an act incorporating the town of. 
Greensboro’ in the county of Choctaw,” 

* An act for the relief of Gwin Pepper, tax collector of 
Lawrence county," 

4 An act to incorporate the Wahalah Male Academy, in 
the county of Kemper,” 

“A resolution granting leave of absence to Robert H. 
Buckner, Chancellor of the State of Mississippi,” 

And have found the same correctly enrolled. . 

Mr. Speaker presented a petition of a “citizen of the Uni- 
on,” upon the subject .of expounding the State and Federal 
Constitutions, and for other purposes, which 

On motion of Mr. Wood, - 

Was laid upon. the table. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House, the petition of John 
R. Martin and others, citizens of Tishemingo county, in this 
State, upon the subject of reducing the size of said county, 
which, upon motion of Mr. Runnels, was rejected. 

Mi. Speaker laid before the House. a pamphlet entitled 
66 Federalism, or the question of exclusive power, the true 
issue in the monetary and political discussions in the United 
States,” and . 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns, 

Ordered, that the same. be received and deposited in the 
State Library, and that the Speaker inform the author of 
the same. 

Mr. Wileox from the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of William Martin, made the following 
report, viz: 

The select committee to whom was referred the petition 
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of William Martin, of Claiborne county, have had the same 
under consideration, and beg leave to report the accompa- 
nying bill, to be entitled * an act to-assure to William Mar- 
tin, a resident of Claiborne county, and State-of Mississip- 
pi, certain property therein mentioued, and for other purpe- 
ses,” the passage of which they recommend, and ask to be 
discharged from-the further consideration of the subject. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill reported by the select committee was cad the 
first time, and, E: 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, - 

The constitutional rule requiring. bills to be read on three: 
several days, was dispensed with, and pall was read a 
second time. : 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The constitutional rule was further dispensed with, the 
bill read a third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Offutt, from the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of sundry citizens of séttions 31, 32 and 33, of frac- 
tional township 10, range 2 e: tst, reported a bill to be enti- 
tled **an aet for the benefit of citizens of sections 31, 32 and 
33, of fractional township 10, range 2 east,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Offutt, i 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be fail on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill passed its 
second reading. 

On motion, the constitutional rule was further dispensed 
with, the bill read a third time,'and passed with its title as 
stated. 

Mr. Johnson, from the committee to whom was referred 
the petition of Lucy Allen, made the following report, viz: 

The select committee to whom the petition of Lucy Al- 
len and others was referred, have'instrueted me to report, 
that the prayer of said petitioner$ ought to be grapes by 
the passage of a bill herewith submitted. 

Which report was received and agreed to. 

The bill reported by said select committee was read the 
first time, which is of the following title:” 

A bill to be: entitled “an act to authorize the adminis- 
trator of the estate of Martin Colbert, deceased, to sell real 
estate and make titles thereto, and for other purposes.” 

The select committee to whom. was referred the petition 
of Mary Jane Buckner, by their chairman, Mr. Murchison, 

Reported, that in their opinion, the prayer of the petitioner 
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ought to be granted, and begged leave to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 
On motion, said report. was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Johnson from the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Mark H. Renfroe, (former treasurer 
of De Soto county,) 

Reported, that they had had the same under considera- 
tion, and had instructed him to report that in their opinion, 
this legislature had no power to grant the prayer of said pe- 
titioner, and begged leave to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject, 

Which on motion, was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Lemly, in accordance with previous notice given, 
asked and obtained leave for the introduction of a bill to be 
entitled *an act for the better regulation of taverns,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Land asked and obtained leave for the introduction of 
a bill to be entitled “an act to rectify mistakes in an act enti- 
tled an act to re-organize the judicial districts, and to abol- 
ish the criminal court,” approved February 22, 1840, 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Robinson, in accordance with previous notice given, 
asked and obtained leave for the mtreduction of a bill to be 
entitled “an act limiting the extent of judgment liens on 
lands,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Owen, im pursuance to notice given, asked and ob- 
tained leave for the mtroduction of a bill to be entitled “an 
act to divide the militia of Itawamba county into two regi- 
ments," 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Shoemaker asked and obtained leave for tke intro- 
duction of a biil to be entitled “an act to authorize trustees 
of school section sixteen, of township No. 9, range 6 east,in 
Coptah county, to rescind the sale thereof, » 

Which was read the first time, 

On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several davs was dispensed with, and the bill passed its se- 
cond reading. 

On motion, the rule was further dispensed with, the bill 
read a third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Offutt offered the ‘following resolution, which 

On motion, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on public print- 
ing, be instructed to Inquire where, by whom, and in what 
manner the public printing has been executed; also, the ne- 
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cessary cost of the same, and to enable it the better to per- 
form said duties, the said committee be authorized to send 
for persons and papers. 

Mr. Draine, in accordance with previous notice given, 
asked and obtained leave for the introduction of a bill enti- 
titled “an act to incorporate the Elm-Wood Academy, in the 
town of Choctaw,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Draine, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill passed its se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. Draine moved that the rale be further dispensed with, 
and the bill might be read a third time. 

Pending said motion, Mr. Bell moved to amend it thus 
by, way ot ryder, viz: 

And be it further enacted, That said trustees shall have 
power to do no act which is not strictly in accordance wiih 
their duties as trustees of said academy, 

Which was lost, and the bill was read a third time, and 
passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Besangon, in accordance with notice previously giv- 
en by Mr. Shelby, asked and obtained leave for the intro- 
duction of a bill to be entitled *an act to incorporate a Toll 
Bridge Company over the Yazoo Pass,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Boone asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an actfor the relief of Robert L. 
Matthews,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their- Secretary. 

Mr. SezAkEn— The Senate has passed a bill to be entitled 
“an act to amend the revenue laws of this state,” 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. Runnels gave notice that he would, on: Monday next, 
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled “an act to change 
the time of returning executions, and for other purposes." 

Mr. Evans, in accordance with previous notice given, 
` asked and obtained leave for the introduction of a bill to be 
entitled an act to amend the laws concerning slaves, free 
negroes, and mulattoes," 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Allen, of Hinds, asked and obtained leave for the 
introduction of a bill to be entitled *an act in relation to 
the collection of the income of tbe penitentiary, and for 
other purposes," 
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Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Mount asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of “a resolution granting leave of absence from this state to 
the Honorable Mor gan L: Fitch, judge of the tenth judicial 
district of Mississippi,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Mount, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the resolution was 
read the second time. 

On motion, 

The rule was further dispensed with, the resolution read 
a third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Yerger asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill entitled “an act to amend an act to amend the laws 
respecting suits to be brought against endorsers of promis- 
sory notes,” approved 13th May, 1837, 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Norris presented the account of R. H. MeDaniel for 
professional services rendered William Wilson, a state pri- 
soner, confined in the jail of Wilkinson eounty, which, 

On motion of Mr. Norris, 

Was referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Norris presented the petition of David Bryant and 
Charity Biyant, of Amite county, praving for a * bill of di- 
vorcement and a division of property,” which, 

On motion of Mr. Norris, 

Was referred to a select eommittee of three. 

'The Speaker appointed as said COMES Messrs. Nor- 
ris, Darnes, and Fore. 

Mr. Robinson asked and obtained cies for the introduc- 
tion of a bill to be entitled “an act for the benefit of the cre- 
ditors and for the relief of the shareholders of the Real 
Estate Banking Company,” 

Which was read the first time, the rule dispensed with and 
read the second time by its title, and referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Tompkins asked and obtained leave for the introduc- 
tion of a bill to be eatitled “an act authorizing the chancel- 
lor to exercise*certain necessary powers in vacation, and 
for other purposes," 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Runnels offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, 'That the Doorkeeper of this House, who is in- 
disposed, be authorized to appoint a person to discharge the 
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duties of doorkeeper until he shall be able to discharge 
them himself. 

Mr. Harrington asked and obtained leave for the intro- 
duction of a bill to be entitled “an act to restore Edward 
Martin, a citizen of the county of Octibbeha, in this state, 
to the privileges of the elective franchise, and to remove 
certain other disabilities to which the said Edward Martin 
has been subjected by law,” 

Which was read the first. time. 

The Speaker. has this day signed bills of the following 
titles, viz: 

‘An act for the relief of Gwyn Pepper, tax collector of . 
Lawrence county ; 

‘An act to amend an act incorporating the town of 
Greensboro’, in the. county of Choctaw; 

‘A résolution granting leave of absence to the Honorable 
Robert H. Buckner, chancellor of the state of Mississippi; 

‘An act to protect public bridges from injury" 

‘An act to incor porate the Wahalah Male Academy, in 
the county of Kemper.’ 

Mr. Magrauder moved that the resolution from the Sen- 
ate fixing upon a day for the adjournment of.the legislature 
of this state, be called from the table, 

Which was carried. 

Mr. Magrauder moved to-amend, by striking out “Satur- 
day, the 9th instant,” and inserting «Saturday, t the 16th in- 
stant.” 

Mr. Boone moved to amend the amendment, by striking 
out “Saturday, the 16th instant,” and inserting “Saturday, 
the 13th February.” 

Mr. Magrauder withdrew his amendment, and; 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, 
The House adjourned until Monday next, at 11 o’clock. 


MONDAY, January 1 1, 1841. 


The Speaker announced the following re-organization of 

committees, viz: 
On Geological, Topographical and Agricultural surve Y of 
the State— 
Messrs. Besangon, Inge, Wilcox, Barnes and Graves. 
On the Semmary Fund— 

Messrs. Bürrus, Evans, Br adford, ‘Tompkins, Bell, Cook 

and Binford. 
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On Education— 
Messrs. Bell, Field, Ailen of Hinds, Allen of Marshall, 
Moody, Baldwin and Smiley. 
The Speaker presented the following communication, to 
wit: 


HALL OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Jackson, Mi., January 11, 1841. 


To the Hon. J. A. Ventress, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives: ; 

Sirn—lI hereby tender my resignation as chairman of 
the committee on claims, and ask to be discharged from said 
committee. 

Respectfully, 
Your ob’d’t. serv't. 


ROBERT W. ROBERTS. 


Which was received, and the resignation of said Roberts 
accepted. 

Mr. Dobyns, from the committee to which was referred 
so much of the Governor's message as relates to the reduc- 
tion of the salaries of the public officers, presented the fol- 
lowing report, which was received and agreed to, to wit: 

lhe committee to whom was referred so much of the 
governor’s message as relates to the reduction of the sala- 
ries of the public officers, beg leave to submit the following 


REPORT: 

Upon a careful examination of the amount of salary paid 
the different officers of this state, your committee have come 
to the conclusion that it is unwise and inexpedient to re- 
duce indiscriminately the salaries of all the officers of this 
state. That there are some which without detriment to the ` 
public interest might be reduced, and others in the good ad- 
ministration of which the public are too deeply interested 
to commit them to the hands of such as might be employed 
under a diminished salary. 

There is no ons subject in which the people are so deeply 
interested as that of having all the various offices of govern- 
ment filled by responsible and efficient men. Men of char- 
acter and competency to discharge the duties of office, can 
only be employed, when the emoluments are sufficient to 
pay their ordinary expenses. | e 

A free people can never be prosperous and happy under 
a weak and imbecile administration of their government. 
The efficacy and stability of all government is more or less 
dependent on the able and energetic manner in which all 
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the various officers discharge their several duties. - Men 
who are poor, however competent, can never accept office 
when their emoluments are insufficient to pay the ordinary 
expenses attending the same. And to aeduce indiscrim- 
inately all the salaries of the.various officers of this state, 
would be equivalent to saying that none should accept office 
but those who are able to support themselyes without com- 
pensation. 

In a republican government like ours, it is absolutely ne- 
cessary for the purpose of carrying out the great republican 
principles upon which our institutions are based, that offices 
and emoluments be so regulated as to be equally attainable 
by the poor as well as the rich. To effect which it is ne- 
cessary that such emoluments be attached to each office as 
to pay at least the ordinary expenses of him who holds it. 
Your committee are of opinion the salary of Governor, 
Chancellor, and the Judges of the High Court.of Errors and 
Appeals, should not be reduced, but have instructed me to 
report the following bill regulating and reducing the salaries 


of other officers of this state. 
THOS. L. DOBYNS. 


The bill reported by the select committee, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to reduce.the salaries of pub- 
lic officers of this State,” __ 

Was read the first time. — | 

Mr. Mount, from the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Charles F. Hamer, and others, repor- 
ted a bill to be entitled *an act for the relief of Charles W. 
F. Nelson,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Mount moved the report be received and agreed to. 

Mr. Durham called for the division of the question. 

And the question being upon receiving, 

It was decided in the affirmative. 

The question recurring upon agreeing to said report. 

It was also devided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Runnels, in pursuance to previous notice, asked and 
obtained leave for the introduction of a bill to be entitled 
“an act to change the time of returning executions, and for 
other purposes,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Wood asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of a resolution. to Congress, relative to a Bankrupt Law, 

Which was read the first time. l 

Which by the constitutional rule lies one day on the table. 

Mr. Leake asked'and obtained leave for the introduction 
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of a bill to be entitled “an act supplemental to an act ene 
tied an act to prevent unauthorized banking, approved Feb- 
ruary 15, 1840," 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Goode gave notice that he would on to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled *an act to amend the 
laws in relation to original attachments.” 

Mr. Shoemaker asked and obtained leave for the intro- 
duction of a bill to be entitled “ an act to authorize the coun- 
ty police of Copiah county to sell the depreciated bank pa- 
per in the treasury of said county, and for other purposes," 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Offutt asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an act for the benefit of Oliver Per- 
ry Moore," 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Offutt, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days was dispensed with, and the bill passed 
its second reading. 

On motion, the rule was further dispensed with, the bill 
was read a third time by its title, and passed with its title 
as stated. 

Mr. Norris asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of a hill to be entitled * an act to change the name of Mary 
Woodward, to that of Mary Frazier,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Norris, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was dispensed with, and the bill passed its 
second reading. 

On motion the rule was further dispensed with, the 
bill read a third time and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Cook asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an act to alter the time of holding 
the courts of probate, in the county of Hancock, p or 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Tompkins asked and obtained leave for the intro- 
duction of a bill to be entitled *an act in relation to con- 
stables," 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Mount presented the petition of J. D. Gibbs and D. 
Shelton, praying that a certain receipt for certain notes 
therein mentioned, may be cancelled, and for other pur- 
poses, which, on motion, was referred tb a select committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Mount, Ellis of Jasper, and Foster. 

The following report from the Auditor of Public Ac- 
counts, was laid before the House by Mr. Speaker: 
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iR os cd AUDITOR’S OFFICE, 
SOC Ciry or Jackson, Jan, 9. 1841. j 
Hon. d. A. Vana, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: > ' 
Sir:—In compliance with a resolution’ passed by the 
House of Representatives on the 8th instant, viz: “Resolzed, 
'That the Auditor of Public Accounts’ be requested to fur- 
nish this House with a statement of the amount of Bills Re- 
ceivable, and cash received by him for the sale of the pub- 
lic lots in the. town of Jackson, and what disposition he has 
made of the'seme”—I have the peus of, es: the fo 
lowing statement. 
| Very respectfully, your ob't. serv. 7 
"a. De SAUNDERS, me 
Auditor of Public Accounts. P 


The total amount of ihe sales of the püblic lots * in the 
city of Jackson, in the year 1833, was ninety-four thou- 
sand four hundred and eleven dollars and. fifty cents, and 
the total amount of sales in: the year 1938, was one hun- 
dred and seventy-eight thousand nine handréd and one dol- 
lars, which being added to the amount of sales in 1833, the 
nett total is two hundred and seventy-three thousand three 
hundred a twelve- dollars and fifty cents. 


STA TEMEN T showing thé amount of cash received uu ihe 

Auditor of Public Accounts, on account of town lots, set- 

ting forth the dates and the amounts received, together 

. with the total amount ; all of which was paid into the State" 
Treasury on the dates below mentioned, 


1 


- 1838. 


April . . 93. A. B pts Town Lots, $16,628 44 
November 20, 6 €, 1,000 00 
December 4, 4 € NET 4,558:89 
1839. " a 
February 23, s Ce. ROS . 800 00 
April 17, 6 d. e 50.00 
December 24, . .* A. 295 00 


[E 


$23,262 33 


There was placed in the hands of George Work, Esq. 
for collection, town lots notes to the amount of seventy-two 
thousand one hundred and thirty-six dollars and fifty-three 
cents; fifteen thousand one. hundred -and eight dollars and 
twenty eight cents of which are due Nov. 21st and 22d, 
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1839, and fifty-seven thousand and twenty-eight dollars and 
twenty-five cents are due in November 21st and 22d, 1840. 
I have in my possession town lot notes due November 
21st and 22d, 1841, to the amount of forty-one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-three dollars and thirty-five cents. 
All of which is most respectfully submitted. 
A. B. SAUNDERS, 
Auditor of Public Accounts. 


Which being read, on motion of Mr. Runnels, 

Ordered, that one hundred copies be printed. 

Mr. Wood presented the account of Richard Elward 
against the State of Mississippi, for moneys expended for 
the State, which, on motion, was referred to the committee 
- on claims. 

Mr. Burrus, by leave, introduced the following resolution, 
to wit: 

Resolved, That the commissioners to examine sites for the 
location of the State University, be requested to make their 
report to this House as early as practicable, which was 
adopted. 

Mr. Wilcox, by leave, introduced the following resolution, 
which on motion was adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, 'That the Reverend Joshua T. Russell, of Oak- 
land College, be invited to a seat within the bar of the 
House. 

Mr. Land, by leave, introduced the following resolution, 
which, on motion, was adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the documents accompanying the Gover- 
nor's message, be referred to a committee of three, with in- 
. structions to report such of them as may be necessary to 

publish. 

Mr. Speaker announced that the hour for the special or- 
der of the day had arrived. 

The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
Mr. Runnels in the chair. 

The chair announced.as the special order of the day, a 
bill to be entitled “an act for the better regulation of tav- 
erns," and after a few moments spent in the consideration of 


the bill, on motion, 
'The committee rose and reported the bill without amend- 


ment. 
The report of the committee was received and agreed to. 
The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill re- 
ported by the committee. 
Mr. Roberts moved to lay the bill upon the table, and 
during the discussion upon said motion, 
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Mr. Speaker decided that the House could not entertain 
jurisdiction of said bill. ' | 

Mr. Lemly appealed from the decision of the chair, 

Which after some conversation was withdrawn. 

Mr. Besangon renewed the appeal. 

The ayes and noes upon said appeal being called for by 
the constitutional number, the clerk proceeded to call, but 
before said call was completed, 

On motion of Mr. Land, . l 

The House adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House resumed the consideration of the bill entitled 
“ an act for the better regulation of taverns.” i 

The question being upon the appeal of Mr. Besangon, 
from the decision of the chair, 

The vote was as follows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Barnes,Barringer, Bald- 
win, Berry, Bell, Bradford, Billups, Binford, Boon, Bynum, 
Cook,Cole,Cunningham, Durham, Draine, Dobyns,Draughan, 
Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of Jasper, Evans, Finley, Fore, Fos- 
ter, Frost, Grinstead, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Hol- 
land, Inge, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Kilgore, Lowe, Leg- 

ett, Land, Means, Mount, Maury, Moody, Moore, Mabry, 
Mathews McGowan, Owen, Rayburn, Roberts, Ruff, Rob- 
inson, Runnels, Shoemaker, Stewart, Turner, Terrell, 
Thompson, Wilcox, Watkins and Yerger—60. 

Noes—Messrs. Allen of Hinds, Acker, Besangon, Burrus, 
Crump, Dixson, Dunn, Lemley, Leake, Murchison, Magrau- 
der, Norris, Offutt, Smiley, Tompkins, Watson, Wagster and 
W ood—18. 

So the decision of the chair was sustained. 

Message from the Senate by Mr. Downes, their secretary, 
to wit: 

Mr. SrEAkER:— The Senate have passed bills of the fol- 
lowing titles from the House of Representatives, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to preserve the records of 
the Board of Police of the county of Lowndes;" 

A bill to be entitled “an act to exempt from sale under 
execution certain property therein mentioned;" 

A bill to be entitled “an act to amend the laws relating 
to injunctions and supercedeas bonds and sales in chan-. 
cery." 


They have made amendments to the two last mentioned 
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bills, in which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives. l 

They havc given leave to the introduction of bills of titles, 
to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorise the completion 
. of the rail road from Jackson to Brandon, and for other 
purposes," . 

A bill to be entitled * an act to amend an act in relation 
to billiard tables,in the county of Adams,” and 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the better regulation of 
inns and taverns in this state.” 

They have also passed a bill to be entitled “an act for 
the encouragement of schools, colleges, and academies.” 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

Message from the Governor, by his private secretary, to 
wit: : 


SPECIAL MESSAGE. 


To the Senate and House.of Representatives: 

I herewith transmit the annual reports of the Inspectors, 
Physician and Superintendent of tne Penitentiary, and sun- 
dry accounts, estimates and statements of the agent and 
clerk of the institution. Thirty-four convicts have been 
admitted. 

The Inspectors have suggested several amendments to 
the Penal Code, which are worthy of your consideration. 

I also transmit the report of the Trustees of the Missis- 
sippi aud Alabama Rail Road Company. They report the 
aggregate liabilities of the company at four millions five 
hundred and ninety-three thousand and twenty-two dollars 
and seventy-eight cents, and the assets three millions six 
hundred and thirty-one thousand and ninety-nine dollars and 
fifty-seven cents, as appears by the books and papers now 
in the Bank. Four hundred and one thousand four hundred 
and ninety-five dollars of the bills of -the Bank were found 
in its vaults. I suggost the propriety of the passage ofa 
law requiring those issues, as wellas the notes hereafter re- 
ceived, to be cancelled. 

The Trustees state, “ we find some of the books of the 
company mutilated. The original stock book and some - 
others have been abstracted from the bank, by whom, or to 
whom, we know not. A book purporting to be a stock 
book is substituted for the original, m the hand-writing of 
William Cooper, a late clerk of the Bank, reducing in many 
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instances, the "number of. shares held from one thousand to 
five, and even one share, and razeeing the aggregate to the 
sum of eight hundred and ninety-four thousand two. hundred 
dollars, and the amount of capital stock paid in the aggre- 
gate, to the sum of, one. hundred and seventy-nine thousand. 
six hundred and eighteen dollars. Sundry other. abuses are 
stated, all going.to prove a conspiracy to defraud the public. 
It is deserving. of. consideration, whether ` provision. should 
not be made for bringing those guilty of such | great. crimes, 
to condign punishment. 

The ant repealing the charter of the company à allows each 
of the 'I'rustees fifteen. hundred, dollars to. be: paid out of the 
assets. of the Bank. | The report shows that no good. funds 
can. be. realized Out of, the assets of the Bank., I was unable. 
until a few weeks since, to get competent persons to accept 
the appointment..of. Trustees, on. account of. the great re- 

sponsibility of the. station, and, ithe total inadequacy, of the 
compensation. Unless further provision is made in rela- 
tion to their salaries, the present Trustees. and the Clerk 
will resign, and their places cannot be supplied. It i is of 
great importance that some person be authorized to receive 
payment of the notes held by.,the Bank... 

“All the suits instituted by the Bank have been dismissed 
on.account of a failure to give security for costs.: 

I also submit to your consideration the proceedings of a 
town meeting of the citizens of Georgetown, in the District 
of Columbia, and their address.,to their fellow countrymen, 
threughout the twenty-six States of the .U nian, remonstra- 
ting against the abuses of exclusive Jegislation in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Also, a circular letter, of the Philanthro- 
pic Law, Reform "Association of the city of New-York, in 
relation to the' passage of a general bankrupt law. . - 

o. A. G. MNUTT. 
Executive DEPARTHENT, ad, 
City of Jackson, Jan y. 11, 1841.5. 


Mr. O Offutt, chairman of the; committee: 10. examine the 
condition of "the Penitentiary, asked that the committee 
might withdraw, to attend to the business of -said. committee, 
which was granted accordingly. . , 

Mr. Leake, by leave, introduced, the following resolution: 

"Resolved, {the Senate concurring). That. this House will, 
on to-morrow at 3 o'clock, D. .M.;adjourn sine die, PR 

Which, by a rule of the House, lies ; on;the table one: day. 

On motion, the reading of the; Governor: S message, last 

‘above alluded to; was, dispensed. pith., | 4 
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Mr. Mount moved that one hundred. -copies of the same 
be printed. 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Magrauder, 

“The message ‘and accompanying documents were laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. Robinson, by leave obtained, presented the petition 
of John Lane and others, praying that the name of the Mis- 
sissippi College be changed, and for other pur potes, which 

On motion, 

Was referred to a select committee of three, consisting 
of Messrs. Robinson, Cole and: Draine. 

Mr. Roberts, from the committee to whom was referred 
the petition cf John Martin Elder, offered: the following 
report : 

Mr. É Speaker —The committeé to whom was referred the 
pennon of John Martin Elder, beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bill 

“Which-report was received and agreed to. 

The bill reported by said select committee was read the 
first time. 

The House proceeded to the condat of the orders 
of the dav.: 

A bill entitled an act to incorporate the Oakland Male 
and Female Academy,” 

Was read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rayburn, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, the bill read a third time, 

And passed with its title, as stated. 
` A bill entitled “an act supplementary to an act entitled 
an act to amend the seventy-fifth and the eighty-fifth, ninety- 
third, ninety-fourth and ninety-fifth sections of an act enti- 
tled an act to reduce into one the several acts concerning 
last wills and testaments, the duties of executors, adminis- 
trators, and guardians of the rights. of orphans, and other 
representatives of deceased persons," passed November 26, 
1821, 

Was read once, and 

. On motion of Mr. Land, 

Was referred to the committee on the judiciary. - 

“An act releasing the claim of the state by escheat toa 
certain tract of land in Warren county," 

Was read the first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 

Ordered to be engrossed, and made the special order of 

the day for to-morrow. 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal so muzh of an act 
entitled an act to amend the acts of this state in relation to 
crimes and punishments, and the penitentiary,” approved 
February 15, 1839, * as definés crimes and misdemeanors, 
and prescribes their punishment, and to amend and revive 
certain provisions of an act entitled an act for the punish- 
ment of crimes and misdemeanors,” passed June 14, 1622, 

Was read the first time, l 

And on metion, o 

Was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A bill from the Senate, to be entitled “ an act to exempt 
from sale, under execution, certain property therein men- 
tioned,” being read, the question being upon the agreement 
of the House to the amendments made by the Senate to 
said bill, | 

Mr. Magrauder moved that the first amendment, to wit: 
“amend by striking out ‘one hundred and sixty? in the first 
section and tenth line, and insert ‘forty’ should be disagreed 
to, | 

Which motion was carried. 

Mr. Burrus moved, that the second amendment, to wit: 
* amend section the second, by striking out ‘one quarter sec- 
tion,’ and insert ‘forty acres. Strike out ‘ene hundred and 
sixty’ and insert wherever it occurs in same section ‘forty,’ 
should also be disagreed to;”. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Wood moved, that the third amendment, to wit: 
“amend section third, fourth and fifth, by striking out ‘fif- 
teen’ wherever it occurs in said section and insert ‘five,’ 
be disagreed to,” 

Which motion prevailed, : EOS 

And that the clerk inform the Senate of the same. 

A bill to be entitled “ an act-to amend the laws relating 
to injunctions and supercedeas bonds, and sales in chancery,” 
Was read, with the amendment from the. Senate, and 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, a | yo SA 

The amendment of. the Senate was agreed to, and the 
clerk instructed to inform the Senate of the same. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the encouragement of 
schools, colleges, and academies,” 

Was'/read the first time, when 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, 

The House adjourned. 
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TUESDAY, January 12, 1841. 


Mr. Speaker announced the following re-organization of 
‘committees, to wit: 

Committee on Ways and Means— 

Messrs. Stewart, Watson, Williamson, Wood,'Land, ‘Dur- 
ham and Maury. 

Mr. Mount, chairman of committee on banks and cur- 
rency, in place of Mr. Besangon, excused from serving. 

Mr. Maury, chairman of the committee on claims; 1 in place 
of Mr.’ Roberts, excused from serving. 

Mr. Dickson, by leave, presented! the petition of W. R. 
Adams, praying the passage of an aet authorizing the audi- 
tor of publie accounts, to issue a duplicate of state warrant 
No. 674, by him lost, which 

On motion of: Mr. Dickson, 

Was referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Ruff presented the account of divers citizens of Nox- 
ubee county, for witness fees, which 

On motion, 

Was referred to the committee on claims. 

‘Mr. Robinson presented the petition of Isaac Saddler and 
-Etham Saddler, praying the passage of a resolution in regard 
to “highly important improvement in cotton gins,” which 

On motion, 
. Was referred to a select committee of five, consisting of 
Messrs. Robinson, Yerger, Matthews, Binford and Leake. 

Mr. Cook presented the acecunt of G. W. Robinson, she- 
rift of Hancock county, for services rendered the state at 
different times; of Roderick Seal, clerk of the circuit court 
of said county, tor like services; which - 

On motion, 

Were all referred to the committee on elaims. 

Mr. Robinson, from the select committee to whom was 
referred the petition of John Lane and others, reported a 
bill to be entitled “an act to change the name of the Mis- 
sissippi College, and for other purposes,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, 

The constitutional rule requiring all bills to be read on 
three several days, was dispensed with, and nee bill passed 
a second reading. 

On motion, 

The rule was further dispensed with, and the bill read a 

thiid time, and passed with its title as stated. 
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Mr. Evans, chairman of the judiciary committee, made 
the following report: a 

Mr, Seraxer—The committee on the judiciary to whom 
was referred the petition of Shem Thompson, and others, 
praying that the courts in this state be compelled to empan- 
ne! at least fifteen grand jurors, and that in capital cases the 
special venire shall be drawn from.the. jury box,as the regu- 
lar venire.is, having had the same.under consideration, beg 
leave to report, that they.do not deem it expedient to sub- 
mit the. subject matter of the petition to the action of this 
House. "They therefore pray that they be diseharged from 
the further. consideration of the petition. | m 

On motion, i 

The. report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Evans, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, 
offered the following report, which, on motion, was received 
and agreed to, to wit: 

Mn. SrEAkER:— The committee on the judiciary to whom 
was referred the petition of Abram Murdoch, having had 
the same under consideration, beg leave to. report, that the 
subject matter prayed for by the petitioner, being embraced. 
in the act of the legislature, passed February 22, 1840, en- 
titled “an act to regulate the sales of mercaandize at auc- 
tion, and for ether purposes," this House is prohibited by a 
standing rule thereof frem entertaining at its present session 
any bill relative thereto. .  ~ 

The committee, therefore, pray to be discharged ‘rom the 
further consideration of the petition. 

Mr. Evans, from the eommittee on the judiciary, made 
the following: report, which, on motion, was received and 
agreed to, to wit: e i 

Mn. SeEAxER:— The committee on the judiciary to whom 
was referred the petition of H. S. Taylor and others, pray- 
ing that some provision be made for the payment of jus- 
tices of the peace, and others, who may be summoned to | 
give evidence before a grand jury in certain cases, beg 
leave to report that they believe it to be inexpedient to 
grant the prayer of the petitioners. The committee, there-. 
fore, pray that they..be discharged from the further consid- 
eration thereof. 2 ; 

Mr, Evans asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an act to provide in certain cases 
for the collection of debts due to the state of Mississippi,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Lemley asked and obtained’ leave for the introduc- 
tion of a bill to be entitled “an act to compel tax collectors 
fo pay over money collected, and for other purposes,” 
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Which was read the first time. 
On motion of Mr. Ruff, 

'The constitütional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was dispensed with, and: the bill passed its 
second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns, 
The said bill was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Leake asked and obtained leave to withdraw a res- 
olution offered by him on yesterday, fixing a day for the 
adjournment of the legislature of the state of Mississippi. 

Mr. Leake offered the following resolution, which was 
decided by Mr. Speaker to be out of order, to wit: | 

Resolved, as the opinion of this House, that the regular 
session begun on Monday, 6th day of January, 1840, and 
the present adjourned session, is the SAME SESSION. | 

Mr. Yerger asked and obtamed leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an act to quiet land titles to the 
rightful owners of lands in the state of Mississippi," 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Moody asked and' obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled *an act to authorize Levi W. Moore 
to build a toll-bridge across the Chickasawha river," 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Thompson asked and obtained leave for the intro- 
duction of a bill to be entitled *an aet for the benefit of 
securities and endorsers of bonds, bills, promissory notes, 
and other evidences of debt,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Goode, in accordance with previous notice given, in- 
troduced a bill to be entitled *an act to amend the several 
acts now in force in relation to original attachments,” 

` Which was read the first time. 
On motion, ; | | 

The constitutional rule was dispensed with, and: the bill 
passed its second reading. i 

On motion, l 

The said bill was referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. Yerger asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
“efa bill to be entitled “an act further to regulate the prac- 
tice upon writs of errors and appeals in the High Court of 
Errors and Appeals,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Inge, 
Resolved, That Messrs. J. A. Vanhoesen and Thomas H. 


Williams, commisstoners appointed to report upon the site 
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of the State University, be permitted to take-seats within 
the bar of this House. ^ 

Mr. Tompkins asked and obtained: leave for the introduc- 
tion of a bill to be entitled *an act increasing the powers 
and duties of- the Probate Court, and for the protection of 
Orphans,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Tompkins, 

The constitutional rule was dispensed with, and thg bill 
passed its second reading. 

On motion, 

The bill was referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 

Mr. Lemley, by leave. presented. the petition of Elizabeth 
Stanza, praying the passage of a resoluti n, recommending 
to his Excellency the Governor, a pardon of her offence, 
which, | 

On moon of, Mr. Runnels, 

Was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Robinson asked and obtained leave for the introduc- 
tion of a bill to be entitled.*an act to direct the practice and 
proceedings in suits upon contracts made and entered into 
after the passage thereof, and to regulate the proceedings . 
upon executions issuiag on judgments rendered thereon," 

Which was read the first time.: 

Mr. Baldwin asked and obtained leave for the introduc- 
tion of a bill to be entitled.“ an act to establish the county 
of Maury, in the state of Mississippi, and for other pur- 
poses," which, 

On motion of Mr. Binford, 

Was rejected. 

Message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary: 

Mr. SexakER—I am instructed. by the Senate to request 
the House of Representatives to deliver to the Senate the 
Report of the Inspectors of: the hp with the ac- 
companying documents. 

Also, all the documents atcompanying the Governor's 
regular message. 

Mr. Offutt moved that the House receive ene agree to 
said message. 

Mr. Besangon moved to ay it on the.table, 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Durham called for a división of the question. 

And.the. question, being upon receiving, 

It was decided in the alrite: 
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The question then recurring upor ' agreeing to n mes- 
sage from the Senate, : 

It was also decided in the affirmative. 

And the documents delivered to the Secretary. 

Mr. Speaker asked and obtamed permission to make an 
addition of two members to the joint committee on public 
. buldings, appointed at the last session of this ele are 
who are as follows: 

Messrs. Runnels, Moore, eben Watson, and Ü well 

Mr. Speaker announced that the hour for the considera- 
tion of the orders of the day had arrived, and that the first 
on tLe list of orders was a bill entitléd; an act to require 
non-residents to give secürity for costs?" 

Which passed its second rcading, and, 

On motion, ` 

Was referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 

The next in order was a bill to be entitled *an act to de- 
fine when Indian reservations shal be deemed and held lia- 
ble to taxation," 

Which passed its second reading, and, to 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

Was referred to a committee of the whole for to-morrow, 
at 11 o'clock. 

The Speaker announced as next in order, a bill from the 
Senate, entitled “an act to change the name of Mary. Jane 
Buckner to Mary Jane Bondurant,” 

Which was read the third time, and passed with its tith 
as stated. 

The next in order was announced to be a bill from thi 
Senate entitled “an act to extend an act to amend the law: 
respecting suits brought against endorsers of pioneers 
notes," approved May 13th, 1837, 

Which passed its second reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Boon, 

Was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The Speaker announced as next in order a bill from the 
Senate entitled “an act to authorize the tax collector of 
Wilkinson county to make his returns to the auditor of pub- 
lic accounts for the fiscal year of 1840, on the Erst Monday 
in April, 1841,” 

Which passed its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Norris, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be jud upon 
three several days was dispensed with, the Lill read-a third 
time, and passed with its title as stated. z 

The next in order was announced to be a bill to be enti- 
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tled ‘fan act to define the boundany:: line between: Me coun- 
ties of Hinds and Madison,” eiid PES 

Which passed its second reading, and, : 

On motion.of Mr. Williamson, b. oe i 

Was referred to a: select committee: of five, consistiig of 
Messrs. Williamson;: Barnes, Draine, Grinstead; and a 
rington. 

Mr..Dobyns. moved to re-eonsider- the vale tunibs ques- 
tion of Tone ane pre to the mentee from. me Sen 
atey : 
Which, at ilis suggestion “of. the Speaker, eas inane 

The Speaker announced thé next; ihi arden to be a bill 
to be entitled “an acti to Teduce the fees: of certain officers 
therein named,” 

Which was read a Second time; 

Mr. Graves moved to refer said bill ion a committee of the 
whole on Monday next, at 11 o'clock. 

Mr. Matthews moved to lay the said bill on the table. 

And Mr. Graves called for the ayes and toes, 

Which were ordered accordingly. - : 

Those who voted in the affirmative are— : 4º 

Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of Hinds, 
Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Burrus, Billups, Boon, Coox, 
Cole, Crump, Dixon, Dobyns,.Duna, Evans; Foster, Frost, 
Jenkins, Johnson, Leake, Land, Means, Murchison, Moore, 
Mabry, Matthews, Magrauder, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Rob- 
inson, Runnels, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, Thompson, 
Tompkins, Wilcox, Williamson, and Yerger—41. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

Messrs. Acker, Berry, Bell, Bradford, Binford, Buna. 
Durham, Draine, Draughan, Elis of Copiah; Ellis of Jasper, 
Fore, Graves, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Holland, Jones, 
Kilgore, Lemley, Lowe, Leggett, Mount, Moody, Marsh, 
McGowan, Rayburn, Roberts, Ruff, Turner, "Terrell, Wat- 
son, Wagster, and Wood+—34. 

So the motion was carried. ' 

Mr. Speaker announced as next in arder a bill to bie en- 
titled *an act further to regulate the elections for trustees 
of school lands, in the county of Franklin,” 

Which was read the second time. Pug 

Mr. Runnels offered the following Kam to wit: 

Resolved, That the standing rule of this House which 
prohibits the action of the House.on questions having been 
previously acted on at the same session, be dispensed with, 
in regard to the settlement of the boundary ime between 
the counties of Hinds and Madison. 
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The ayes and noes being called for, were ordered, which 
resulted as follows: B 


Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Hinds, Acker, Barnes; Baldwin 
Dixon, Downes, Dobyns, Dunn, Inge, Jenkins, Johnson, 
Land, Mount, Murchison, Mabry, Maury, Norris, Robin- 
son, Runnels, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, Thompson, 
Wilcox, Wood—25. 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barringer, Berry, Bell, 
Bradford, Burrus, Billups, Boon, Bynum, Cook, Cole, Crump, 
Cunningham, Durham, Draine, Draughan, Ellis of Copiah, 
Ellis of Jasper, Evans, Finley, Frost, Graves, Goode, Har- 
riugton, Harrison, Holland, Jones, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, 
Lowe, Leggett, Means, Moody, Marsh, Matthews, Magrau- 
der, McGowan, Offutt, Owen, Rayburn, Roberts, Ruff, 
Turner, Terrell, Watson, Wagster, and Williamson—48. 

Mr. Speaker presented a report from the auditor of public 
accounts, which 

Oa motion of Mr. Dobyns, | 

Was referred to the committee on the revenue. | 

Mr. Yerger presented sundry executions against the State 
of Mississippi, in favor of the officers of the High Court of 
Errors and Appeals, which 

On motion, l 

Were referred to the committee on claims. 

Message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their Secretary : 

Mn. Speaxer:—The President of the Senate did on this | 
day sign acts of the following titles, to wit: 

“An act for the relief of Gwin Pepper, tax collector of 
Lawrence county,” 

“A resolution, granting leave of absence to Robert H. 
Buckner, Chancellor of the State of Mississippi," 

“An act to amend an act incorporating the town of Greens- 
boro’ in the county of Choctaw,” 

“An act to protect public bridges from injury,” 

“An act to incorporate the Wahalah Male Academy, in 
the county of Kemper." 

Mr. Runnels moved that the House adjourn till 10 o'clock 
to-morrow, 

Which was losi. 

On motion of Mr. Watkins, 
The House adjourned.till 3 o'clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


'The House resumed the consideration of the orders of the 
dav. 


Mr. Speaker announced as one of th» orders of the day: 
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A bill to be entitled “an act limiting the extent of judg- 
ment liens on lands}? | 

Which was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Mount, =: S 

‘Was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

The next in order was announced to bea bill to be enti- 
tled “an act to divide the militia of Itawamba county into 
two regiments,’ Je. 

' Which was read a second time. 

Mr. Baldwin offered the following amendment, 

Which wss adopted, to wit: TUAE 

And be it further enacted, That Yallobushz county be di- 
vided into two regiments, by the township line whioh di- 
vides townships twenty-three and twenty-four of Ranges 
four, five, six, seven and eight of Yallobusha county, and 
that all north of said township lines shall ‘constitute the 
thirty-sixth regiment, and south of said line shall constitute 
the sixtieth regiment of Mississippi militia, and that the pro- 
visions of the foregoing act for organizing the regiments of 
Mississippi for Itawainba county, shall be and apply to the 
county of Yallobusha. . 

Mr. Owen offered the following amendment, 

Which was adopted, to wit: ^ 

Amend by striking out the fifth section after the 
words, * Be it further enacted," and insert, that the regi- 
ment on the east side of said Tombigbee river shall be 
known ag the forty-sixth regiment, and that on the west, 
within the same county, shall be known as the fifty-ninth. 
And that this act take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Owen, e 

Ordered, that the said bill be engrossed for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker announced as the next in order, 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the administra- 
tor of Martin Colbert, deceased, to sell real estate and make 
titles thereto, and for other purposes,” 

: Which was read a second time, 

And ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

The next in order was announced to be 

A bill entitled “an act in relation to the collection of the 
income of the Penitentiary, and for other purposes,” 

Which was read a-secund time, and 

: Cn motion, l 

Was referred to the committee on the Penitentiary. 

The next in order was announced to be 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the. relief of BOXE L. 
Matthews," 

Which was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Boon, 

The House resolved itself into a committee df the whole, 
Mr. Ruff in the chair; and after a few moments spent there- 
in, rose and through theit chairman reported that they had 
had under consideration the last above mentioned bill, and. 
had instructed him to report an &mendment thereto, and 
begged to be discharged from a further consideration of the 
subject. 

Mr. Murchison moved thac the report be received and 
agreed to. 

“The ayes and noes being called for by the constitutional 
number, they were ordered, and are as follows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen, of Marshall, Allen of 
Hinds, Barnes, Barringer, Besangon, Berry, Bradford, Bil- 
lups, Boon, Bynum, Cook, Cole, Crump, Dickson, Durham, 
Draine, Draughan, Drake, Ellis, of Copiah, Ellis, of Jasper, 
Evans,Finley, Fore, Foster, Frost,Graves, Harrington, Har-. 
rison, Holland, Jones, Kilgcre, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Land, 
Means, Mount, Murchison, Moody, Moore, Marsh, Magrau- 
der, McGowan, Offutt, Owen, Rayburn, Roberts, Turner, 
Terrell, Thompson, ee Wagster and Williamson 
— 54, i 

Noes—Messrs. Baldwin, Burrus, Binford, Downes, Do- 
byns, Dunn, Goode, Inge, Johnson, Lemiey, Maury, Mabry, 
Norris, Ruf, Robinson, Runnels, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stew- 
art, Wilcox, Watkins, Wood and Yerger—23. 

On motion, 

Mr. Matthews was excused from voting. 

So the report of the committee was.adopted. 

The following message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Downs, their Secretary, to wit: 

Mr. SrEAkER:— The Senate have adopted the following 
joint resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to examine the 
Penitentiary, and the situation of the convicts, be authorized 
to send for and examine upon oath persons, if it may be 
thought necessary, in relation thereto. 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Offutt, 

The House concurred in the resolution from the Senate 
concerning the authority of the committee appointed to ex- 
amine the Penitentiary, and empowering them to examine 
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TE oath, persons "whom it: may. be: Docessaty to call 
before them. BO des ee 

Previous to.the question being taken on the motion of Mr. 
Offutt, I 

Mr. Murchison moved to amend ‘the resolution-from the 
Senate, by inserting in its’ approntare "piace «e all persons 
except the convicts.” 

On motion of Mr. Graves, | 
The House: adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, January 13, 1841. 


Message Bon the Senate, by Mr. Downs; its Secretary, 
to wit: 

Mr. SezAxxn— The Senate have passed. bilis from the 
House of Representatives, of the following-titles, to wit: 

1. A bill to be entitled ‘an act authorizing the trustees 
of section 16, in: ‘township 9, range 6, east, to rescind the 
sale of the same; 

2. A bill to be entitled ‘an act to change the name of 
Mary Woodward to that of Mary Frazier;’ 

3. A bill to be-entitled ‘an act releasing the claim of the 
state by escheat to a certain tract of land in ‘Warren 
county;’ 

4. A bill to be entitled tan act in reference to the board 
of police of the county of Smith; 

5. ‘A: resolution granting leave of absence froin this state 
to the Honorable Morgan L. Fitch; 

The Senate have receded from the amendments made by 
them to the bill from the House of Representatives to be 
entitled ‘an act to exempt from sale under execution cer- 
tain property therein mentioned; 

The Senate have stricken out the preamble to the third 
mentioned bill; 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. Binford, by leave, presented the petition of John 
Oldham, praying *to ne released from certain disabilities,” 
which, 

On motion, 

Was referred to the committee on Propositions and 
Grievances. 


‘Mr. Moore, by. leites prosented the -petition of sundry 


174 ° 


citizens of Lexington, praying the “repeal of its corporate 
privileges,” which, on motion, 

Was referred to a select committee of three, consisting 
of Messrs. Moore, Land, and Harrison. 

Mr. Thompson, by leave: presented the claim of W. Hen- 
drew, sheriff of Tippah county, for services rendered the 
state at sundry times, which, 

On motion, 

Was referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Bynum, by leave, presented the claim of James M. 
Evans, sheriff of Jones county, and that of Samuel Ellis, 
for services rendered the state of Mississippi at different 
times, which, 

On motion, 

Was referred to the committee on Claims. 

Mr. Land, from the committee to whom was referred the 
documents accompanying the Govsrnor's message, made 
the following report, which was received and agreed to, viz: 

The committee to whom were referred the documents 
accompanying the Governor’s message, with instructicus to 
report such of them as may be necessary to publish, beg 
leave to report, that they have examined said documents, 
and think it unnecessary to publish any of the same. 

THOS. T. LAND, Chairman. 
On motion of Mr. Land, 

The documents accompanying the Governor's message 
were referred to the committee on Banks and Currency. 

Mr. Magrauder, from the committee to whom was refer- 
red the memorial of the stockholders of the Grand Gulf 
Rail Road and Banking Company, and the petition of J. 
Lindsay and others, reported a bill to be entitled “an act to 
authorize the president and directors of the Grand Gulf Rail 
Road and Banking Company, to wind up and close their af- 
fairs as a bank, and for other purposes,” 

Which was read the first time, and the report received 
and agreed to. 

Mr. Leake moved to lay the report on the table, which 
was decided out of order. 

Mr. Mount, to whom was referred the petition of J. D. 
Gibbs and David H.'Shelton, reported a bill for the relief of 
David Shelton, which bill was read the first time, and the 
report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Mount moved to disponse with the constitutional 
rule that the bill might pass its second reading, which was 
lost. 

Mr. Evans, from the committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report, which was received and agreed to, 
to wit: 
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Mz. Speaxer:—The committee on. enrolled bills Tem exe. 
amined. the following titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the tax collector 
of Wilkinson county to make his return to the Auditor of 
Public Accounts for the fiscal year of. 1840, on the first 
Monday. of April, 1841, and for other purposes;” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to change the name of Mary 
Jane Buckner to Mary Jane Bondurant;" 

And have found the same to be correctly enrolled. 

The Speaker signed said bills.. > 

Mr. Downes asked and obtained leave for the introduc- 
tion of a bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act entitled 
an act to repeal the fifteenth section of the act entitled an 
act further to extend relief to debtors, passed the 23d day 
of January, 1824, and for other purposes, approved the 8th 
of February, 1827," — .- 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Dobyns, by leave, introduced the following resolu- 
tion, to wit: 

Resolved, That the committee on the revenue be request- 
ed to address a note forthwith to the Auditor of Public Ac- 
counts, requiring of him what has become of the notes un- 
accounted for in his report of the 9th inst. amounting to the 
sum of sixty-three thousand eight hundred and ACD i 
dollars and seventy-six cents. 

Mr. Mount moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out * $63,872 76,” and insert “ $136,050 294,” which was 
accepted by Mr. Dobyns. 

On motion, the resolution with} the Sinandibent: Was 
adopted. 

Mr. Maury asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an act concerning sheriff’s commis- 
sions," 

. Which was read ‘the first time. 

Mr. Watkins asked and obtained leave for the introduc- 
tion of a bill to be entitled “an act to perfect titles under ex- 
ecution sales,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Binford asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of resolutioffs proposing to change the fourth article and 
fourteenth and twenty-third section of the constitution, 

Which was read the first time. . 

Mr. Tompkins asked and obtained leave for the introduc- 
tion of a bill tọ be entitled “an act to incorporate Macon 


Lodge No. 8, of Independent Order of Odd Fellows, i in the 
city of ACERO 
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Which:was read the first time, -- IC 


Mr. T ompkins moved the CORE ODE, wile be dispeised 


with, ` "ed 
Which was lost. l 
On motion of Mr. Offutt, 

Resolved, that the resolution requiring the House to meet 
at ten and three o “clock, be suspended, and that hereafter 
when it adjourn, it BO Ouid to meet at 10 o'clock, A. Me. 

Mr. Williamson presented ‘the claim of S. Hamblin, she- 
riff of Madison county, for services rendered the state of 
Mississippi, 

Which was referred to ilis committee on claims. zd 

Mr. Boone presented the following report, ‘ 

Which was received and agreed to, to wit: 

Mn. Sreaker—The select committee. appointed to exam- 
ine the office of the secretary of state, have performed the 
duty assigned them, and beg leave to report: 

That upon examination of said office, we were. highly 
gratified to find that it is in excellent condition. . The cha- 
otic confusion in which the office was twelve months ago 
has given place to perfect order, and we believe that too 
much praise cannot be given to the present incumbent, for 
the faithful manner.in which he has discharged the arduous 
duties that devolved upon him. ‘The labor performed by 
him we believe fully equal to the additional eompensation 
allowed him at the former part of this session. 

Mr. Speaker announced that the hour for the considera- 
tion of the special orders of tke day had. arrived, and that 
the first in order, was 

“A bill defining when Indian reservations shall be held and 
deemed liable to “taxation,” 

The House resolved itself into a “committee of the whole, 
Mr. Allen of Hinds in the chair; and after some time spent 
in the consideration thereof, 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, 

Rose, and reported the bill without amendment, 
On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The report of the committee was received and agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

Ordered, that the bill be engrossed, and nfade the order 
of the day Tor to-morrow. 

The message from the Senate, above mentioned, was read, 

And on motion, » t 

'The amendments of the Senate to a bill to,be entitled *an 
act releasing the claim of.the.state by escheat toa certain 
tract of land in Warren county,” were agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, l 
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Resolved, that the auditor of publie accounts;be requested 
to inform. dhis House on what tems-*¢ tówm lot.notes:to the 
amount of seventy-two thousand one huiidred and thirty-six 
dollars and fifty-three .cents,”.were *placed i ‘inthe hands of 
George Work, Esq., for collection;! and why: the.sameé were 
aot placed in the hands of the atiorney-general, for cóllec- 
tion, |. — 

The House resumed die consideration of the orders of the 
day. é 

The Speaker announced the: next order of die dy to be 
entitled “an act :-further’:to.:amend :the: laws. concerning 
slaves, free negroes, and mulattoes,?-- ^ . 

Which was read the second time; und .. 

On motion of Mr: Magrauder, © .! d 

Ordered to be engrossed for. the order vf the doy ai to- 
morrow.:: 

The.next in order of the day: was atiniounced to be a bill 
to be entitled “an act to incorporate i toll bridge company 
ever the Yazoo Pass,” 

Which was read the second time, and: E ZEE 

On motion of Mr. Besangón, . ~~ uu TA 

Was.luid' upon the-table; ^ ^. |^: Le 

The next order was-antiounced to: bé s “an vet to amend 
an act entitled ah:act to amend the laws -réspécting suits to 
be brought against endorsers of promissory notes," appro- 
ved May 13, 1837, coiso 

Which. was read. the sééohü ‘time, and" 

On motion of Mr. Hartington; . Sous 

Was referred to the committee on the sadiciary. 

The next in order was announced to be a bill entitled 
“an act authorizing the Chancellor ‘to exercise certaih ne- 
cessary powers in vacation, and ‘for-other: ‘purposes; da 

Which was réad ‘a second. time, and’ : 4 

. On motion of Mr, Evans, `: ug 

Was relerred‘to the committee on the judiciary. 2503 

‘The next in order was announced to be a bill entitled 
'* an act to restore Edward Martin, à citizen.of Octibbeha, 
in this state, to the privileges of élective franchise, ard to re- 
move certain other: disabilities to which ‘the. said Edward 
Martin has-beén subjected bydawy?s ^ . v Se l. 

Which was:read the: second fie." cics c 2^ 

Mr: Harrington movéd'to dispense : with ‘fhe: constitu. 
tional rule, in order that the bilemight pass. athird réading, 

Which was lost. - . nte Ea pa ka A 

Mr. Harrington ráovid that ithe: bil: be engrossed 

Which was lost. : 

Lhe next in order wab announced tð iC 43 be axbillesititied é - 
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act to rectify mistakes in an act. entitled ‘an act to re-or- 
ganize the Judicial Districts, and to abolish e: Camini 
Court, approved February 22d, 1840; ” - x. 
Which was read the second time, and, ae 
On motion of Mr. Durham, - -> ZEND" 

Was laid upon the table. - i 

The next in order was announced to be a bill to bes euti 
dled “an act in rélation to constables,” 

Which was read the second time, and ordered to be re- 
ferred to the judiciary committee. 

Mr. Ruff, by leave, presented the preamble and resolu- 
tions adopted ata meeting of the Democratic citizens..of 
Noxubee county, which, 

On motion of Mr. Ruff, 

Were laid upon the table. | 

The next in order was announced to be a bill from the 
Senate to be entitled “an act for the. encouragement of 
schools, colleges, and academies,” 

Which was read the second time, and, on motion made 
the order of the day for to-morrow. 

The Speaker announced the next.in order to be.a bill for 
the relief of Charles W. F. Nelson, of Yazoo county,” 

. Which was read the second time. — 

Mr. Norris offered the d amendment, which was 
. adopted: 

Amend the 1st section by i inserting after the word P 
ty,” the words “and Isaac D. Gildart, of Wilkinson Goun- 
ty," and by adding the letter “S” to the word minor. 

Mr. Mount moved to engross for a third reading, Which 
was lost. 

The next in order was announced to be a. bill to be ent 
tled “an act authorizing the county police of Copiah county 
to sell depreciated bank paper, and for other purposes, e 

Which was read the second time. `. 

Mr. Moore moved to amena by inserting the Scontty of 
Holmes,” 


Which was cener ECL uou c 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, Pq tad 
The bill was referred to a select. comites: of ires: con- 

sisting of Messrs. Shoemaker, Johnsón,and Cook; : é 


Mr, Graves, by leave, presented the. claim, of. Edward 
Johnson, sheriff of Choctaw county, and. another Which, 
. -On motion of Mr. Graves, - ; 

Was referred to the committee on claims, Pr A 

Message from the Senàte-by Mr. Downes; its ieu 
to wit: 

- Mn. Spraxer—The president did on this diy sign p act 
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entitled an act to change the:namé.of Mary Jane Buckner 
to Mary Jane Bondurant;” 

“An-act to authorise the tax colléctor of Wilkinson county 
to make his return to the Auditor of Public Accounts-for the ` 
fiscal year of 1840, on the first Monday i in: ‘April, 184 pm 
for other purposes" ^ ` . 

The next order of the day was ‘announced to be: a bill to 
be entitled *an act supplemental to an act entitled an act 
to prevent unauthorized" c Approved edad i 
1840, 
| Whieh: was pad: tlie second time.. es 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, l 2 

The bill was indefinitely postponed. ^ - l 

Mr. Allen of Hinds; by leave, introducéd a bili to be enti- 
tled “an act to authorize the receipts of the warrants of the 

“auditor óf public accounts, on the treasury of this state, in 
discharge of debts due the sinking and senna funds”. 

Which was read the first time. I 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, mn a 

Resolved, that the auditor of public accounts ate — 
to repórt to this House the amount and condition of the 
seminary fund. "ES 

'The next in order was, announced tobe a bill entitled“ an 
act to reduce the salaries of certain officers therein named,” 

Which was read thoʻsecond time. 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns; 

The House resolved itself. into a committee of the whole 
upon said, bill; Mr. Murchisen in the chair;. after some time 
spent in the consideration thereof, — . ° 

The committee rose, and Pe dd vin ‘without 
amendments.  . 

On motion of Mr. Murchion, ee 

The ‘report of the committee was received and agreed ão. 

‘On motion of Mr. Boon, RN re 

The said bill was laid upon the table... H 

Mr. Cunningham, by leave, introduced., the following ri 
ata which by a rule of. the House, dapi one day: on the 
table: ^ — 

Resolved, the Hon. Senate concurring therein; that Ra 
House adjourn sine die on Saturday the ion Haber 

- On motion of Mr. Roberts, . À e o 

The House adjourned. . tA. dos ue En ZW 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 1841. 


Message from the Senate, by. Mr, Downs, their Secretary. 
Mr, Speaker:-+-The Senate. have passed. bills of'the fol- 
owing titles from the House of Representatives, to wit: ,. 
A bill to be entitled “an act to promote-industry ‘and for 
tlie encouragement of agriculture i m the: State of Missis- 
Sippt," 
| "n hill :to:be. entitled “an act to repeal an act conferring 

corporate privileges on the citizens of the town of Rodney,” 
E A bill to be entitled “an Bet for the relief of J, M. El 
er.’ 

They have made Snendinenia’ to the two first mentipned 
‘bills, and have instfucted me .to:desire the Papourtedpe of 
the House of Repfesentatives therein. 

The Senate have passed, a bili to be entitled “an act, to 
repeal an act entitled.an act to appoint a commissioner : ef 
public buildings, and for other purposes,” approved Febru- 
ary 9,1838, and have made an amendment thereto by way 
of ryder. 

In all of which lam isca to desire the concurrence 
of the House of Representatives. 

Message from the Governor, by Mr, Russell, his private 
‘secretary, to wit: : 


SPECIAL MESSAGE. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives: 

Since my annual message, I have received.from the Mis 
sissippi Rail Road Company, replies to the intérrogatories 
I propounded to the Directors of that institution, which are 
now submitted to your consideration. It appears. that the 
company has on hand 


Bills receivable on personal BecunD $24,089 92 
Specie, ceo 1356 36 
Due from Banks in this: State, -: 876 29 
Bank notes on hand, $2,228 34 
Amount expended on the Rail Road and 

the various depots, 997,459. 95 
Suspended debt, — - 978,858 85 
Discouht on nótes received, 254-82 
Claims sued on by the bank, ud 60 
Liabilities of individual stockholders on. 

calls already made, i, 179,144 09 
Liabüuities of individual stockholders on 

calls liable to be made, 608,120 00 


$1,787,264 09 
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Number of bales. of cotton freighted on. 


the road during. the vear 1840,.. .. - ^— 4826  -— 
Total receipts:of the readin 1840, ^ ^" — .$14,965 00; 
Expénses on; the read during the same 

period, - 9,990 97 
Real Estate owned by the Company, : 104,485 25 
Expenses of the Company in 1840, 12,215 48 


Sold in May, 1839,:325 shares of Planters’ 
Bank Stock, at $84 per share, . ^ -— 
In August, 1839, 200 shares, at.$$50. per 
share, ` F wu d 
Given in exchange: at par for the circu- 
lation of the Bank, 5,939 shares, 
Pledged to the Bank of the Uaited States 
2,500 shares, E 
No. of. shares still held by the Bank; 
11,730. | | 
Circulation ef the Bank; $668,485 00 
Amount for which the Company is sued, 66,525 76 

Total liabilities of the Officers and Direc- 
tors: of the Bank, principally for sub-- <.> 
scriptions to capital stock, . 199,846. 21 
Amount, charged to capital stock, 2,584,335 91 
T also transmit a letten of the President of the Company 

and one from a Director of the Institution. It-seems that 

the company is in possession of seventy-eight slaves. The 
tornado last: year laid im ruins some. of the. extensive build- 
ings of the Company, and destroyed near the whole.of. the. 
material for transportation. The Planters? Bank stock 
still held by the Company, is utterly unavailable, and the 
President informs: me, “that it is impossible to-.calculate 
upon the time when the engagements.made under the 
transfer act can. be performed. It is with difficulty the ins. 
stitution supports its very few officers and necessary agents, 
at very reduced salaries.” ‘T'wenty-four and: a half miles. 
of the road is finished. and twelve more is: partially. made, 
and sixty-five thousand dollars would be, required.to com- 

plete the same with T rails. 220 Š 
I have this day received: a “.preamijle. and resolutions of 

the General Assembly of..the State of Alabama, responsive 

to certain resolutions of the state of Connecticut, in favor - 
of the protective policy;”’ which 1 also submit to ycur con 

‘sideration. fe, E m 
l have received. a letter. from- Adolphus (x. Weir, Esq. 

Marshal of the Northern. District of this State, informing 

me that in making out his census return, he put down the 

amount of seed cotton gathered in- each. county: in his dis 
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trict, in the year 1839. I respectfully:request that the ab-' 
stract of the census returns sent in with my annual mes- 
sage, be returned in order that it may be corrected. 

^ ALG. MeNUTT: z 

ExgcUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

City of Jackson, Jan. 13, 1841. r 

Mr. Besançon, by leave, presented the cium of A. B. ` 
Manier, Clerk of the Circuit Court of Tuniea county, for 
services rendered in criminal prosecutions; that of Harcin 
S. Adams, sheriff of said county, for services rendered -the 
state at different times; and the dccount of John Morris for 
services rendered the states all of which were, 

On motion, 

Referred to the committee on Claims. 

Mr. Means, by leave, presented the petition of citizens of 
Marshal county, praying a charter for a * Rail Road from 
Holly Springs to connect with the Lagrange Rail Road," 
which, 

On motion, 

Was referred to a select committee of three, Cousin of 
Messrs. Means, Shoemaker, and Land. 

Mr. Binford, by leave, presented the claim of William 
Thompson, for services rendered Andrew R. Bolen, wma; 

On motion, 

Was referred to the committee on Claims. 

Mr. Magrauder, chairman of the committee on elections,. 
made the fellowing report, which, 

On motion, 

Was received and agreed to, viz: 

Mr. Sreaxer—The committee on elections, to whens 
were referred the certificates of the following members:— 
Messrs. Joseph S. Leake, James M. Cunningham, Joseph. 
Johnson, Jno. W. Thompson, P. B. Barringer, H. G. Run- 
nels, David Dixon, Benj. W. Leggett, Jno. R$ Mabry, Jno. 
Baldwin, Wm. Barnes, Aaron Sheiby, Jacob. S. Yerger, 
Drury Bynum, Jas. M. Turner, Spen. C. Harrington, Alfred. 
C. Downes, Jas. M. Smylie, T. Jones Stuart; Hiram: Ter- 
rill, Jno. M. Maury,: Harris O. Allen, Wm. Crump, Henry 
H. "Means, Jno. T. Finley, Charles E. Mount, and A. Fos- 
ter, Esqrs. have had the same under consideration, and have: 
instructed me to: report the above named: members duly and. 
constitutionally elected members of this House, to fill va- 
eancies which have occurred’ in their respective counties 
since the last session of this Legislature. 

Mr. Evans, chairman of the committee on the. judiciary 
made the following report, viz:: 
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. Mz. Speaxer:—The committee on the - judiciáry;:to- 
whom was referred a billentitled “an-act to repeal so much. 
of an act entitled-an act to amend the acts of the state in 
relation to crimes and punishments and the penitentiary, 
approved February 15, 1839,” as defines crimes and misde- 
meanors, and prescribes. their punishments;.and: to amend 
and revive certain ‘provisions of'“an act entitled: an act for 
the punishment of crimes and misdemeanors, passed June 
14th, 1822,” having-had-the same under consideration, ask: 
leave to report, that itis not expedient to make the altera- 
tions in tke laws, proposed by the bill; and respectfully. sug- 
gest that the bill ought not to pass. 

Which, on motion of Mr. Wilcox, — .. | 

Was received and agreed to. : 

Mr. Evatis, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, 
made the following report, which on motion was received, 
and agreed to: 

Ma. SrzAkER:— The committee on the judiciary having 
had under consideration a bill to be entitled “an act requi- 
ring non-residents to give security for costs of suit at the 
time of instituting the same," askleave to report the bill 
without amendment, and suggest. that the bill should not 
pass. 

Mr. Evans, from the committee on | the judiciary, made 
the following report, which, 

On motion of Mr. Graves, i . 
Was received and agreed to. 
Mr. SPEAkER:— The committee on the judices: ask 

leave to report the bill to be entitled *an act to amend an 
act entitled an act to amend the laws respecting suits to be 
brought against endorsers .of promissory notes, approved 
13th day of May, 1837,” without amendment. 

Mr. Evans, chairman of the committee. on the judiciary, 
made the following report, which ae a 

On motion, NS SEN 
Was received and agreed to, viz: (ox 
Mn. SrgAkER— The: committee on: the. judiciary having 

had under consideration a bill to be entitled “an act to 
amend the laws respecting suits:to be brought against 'en- 
dorsers of promissory notes," approved May 13, 1837, ask 
leave to. report the bill without amendment, and respectfally 
suggest that it ought not to pass. 

Mr. Evans, chairman of: the committee on the judiciary, 
made the following report, viz: — . ' 

Mr. Spzaxer—The committee on the judiciary, to whom 
was referred a bit * be named uu a act in Topon to con: | 
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stables,” having considered of the same, ask leave to tepon 
the bill with the following amendment, to wit: - 

Strike out Section 1, and insert the following, to wit: 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State 
of Mississippi, That any constable who shall fail to return 
any writ of'execution to him delivered; on or before the re 
turn day thereof, to the office of the justice of the peace by 
whom said execution .was issued, or to the office of his suc- 
cessor in office, shall become liable he and his securities in 
his official bond, for the amount of such execution, with-in- 
terest and costs, together wit ten per centum damages on 
the whole amount; and the plaintiff in such.execution may 
recover the same, by motion before said: justice of the peace 
either against said constable separately, or against him and 
his securities in his official bond jointly at his-election, giv- 
ing at least ten days notice in writing of such motion; Pro- 
vided, that no constable shall be required to go out. of his 
county tc make his return. 

On motion, the report was idi and agreed to. is 

Mr. Wilcox moved the reconsideration of the vote of the 
House, which was carried. 

On motion of Mr. 'l'ompkins, 

Ordered, that tne bill be engrossed, and made the order of 
the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Leake presented the minority report of the commit: 
tee to whom was referred the petition of the president and 
directors of the Grand Gulf Rail Road and Peaking Com- 
pany, which, 

On motion of Mr. Durham, 

Was ordered to. be spread upon the the journals. The 

report is in the words following, to wit: 


REPORT of the minority of the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of the Grand Gulf Rail Road and 
Banking Company. 


We, a minority of said committee, ine had said peti- 
tion under consideretion, dissent, entirely, from the.report 
of the majority, which has been presented to the House: 
and herewith present our reasonsfor such disagreement. 

1st. The petitioners say, “that they are desirous of grad- 
ually winding up, and closing the affairs of the company as 
a Bark." This they are authorized to do by the 10th sec- 
tion of “an act requiring the several banks iw this state to 
pay specie, and for other purposes, approved February 21st, 
1840.” 

2d. The petitioners further ask that so much of their 
charter which requires them to keep a branch of their bank | 


sad 
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at the. town of Gallatin, may: be . repealed... ‘Now. we are. of 
opinion that the said 10th section of an act, aforementioned;; 
has repealed the whole charter, tuoretore; any: -action e to 
these two subjettsis.ngedlesse — .^.« : 

3d. The petitioners further ask “that they. may be: aliou 
ed to retain the. right of. discounting in; renewal: or liquida- 
tion,” Sc. . ‘There:.is something quite: portentous. in.this rer. 
quest; for: should. -we:grant-this part'of-the petition, it might. 
become the common sewer through which the United States 
Bank of Pennsylvania, the Morris Canal, and other banks, 
could flood the state: with their irredeemable paper. . We 
are apprised: that the petitioners do-not set forth this as their 
object; yet, we are well aware that bahks ara quite liberal 
in construing powers; therefore,» we are of opinion, that 
this part ofthe petition is most unreasonable; for we. can- 
not conceive any necessity for the power to discount, in or- 
der that they may wind up their affairs: we: are of opinion: 
that they should curtail rather than discount. 

Ath. ‘he petitioners further ask, “that they may be allow- 
ed to retain the right of purchasing: real and personal estate,” 
$c. This right is asked without affixing-any limit, as- to 
amount; and when connected to. the right of discounting 
might, in. process of time, render the incorporation the. sole 
possessor of our soil: thus creating a power incompatible 
With our institutions, and destructive. of our best, interests, 
and our dearest rights; therefore, 

Resolved, That the petition of the Grand Gulf Rail .Read 
and Banking Company, i is needless, amregsenable, and inad- 


oe 
c OSEPH S. LEAKE, 
SHELMAN DURHAM. - 

Mr. Cramp, by leave, introduced: a bill to-be. entitled: “an 
act to incorporate the Holly Springs Library and Dobating 
Society, in the county of Marshall, ae 

Which was read the first time. . 

On motion of Mr. Crump, 

The constitutional rule. requiring bills to be-read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill passed its se- 
cond reading. On motion,- . 

The rule was further dispensed: with, the bilkread a third 
time, and passed with: its title as stated. 

Mr. Finley asked and obtained leave for the intreduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Holly 
Springs Fire Engine Company No..1.” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Finley, 
The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on 
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three several days was a with, and me bill passed’ 
its second reading. E 
On motion, + 

The rule was fur ther dispensed with, the bill read a third 
time, and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Barringer asked and obtained leave for the tada: 
tion of a biil to be entitled « an act to amend an act to in- 
corporate the town of Oxford, in the county of Lafayette,” - 

Which was read the first time. e 

Mr. Kilgore asked. and obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an act to make good and valid cer- 
tain acts of John D. Jennings, as deputy probate clerk of 
‘Thomas N. Martin,” 

Which was read ‘the first time. 

Mr. Binford asked and:obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an act to change the time of holding 
the regular sessions of the board of police of Carrol county, 
and for other purposes,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Binford, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be réad on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill read a second 
time. v gi 

- On motion, 

Ordered that the bill be engrossed for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Yerger asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act to incorpo- 
rate the city of Vicksburg, approved February 15, 1839, 
and to amend an act entitled * an act to incorporate the city 
of Vicksbuig, approved February, 1839; approved Febru- 
ary 22, 1840, and to more particularly define the boundaries 
of said city of Vicksburg,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Graves, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 

Secrion 1. Resolved by the House of Representatives, That 
the communication addressed by J. S. Curtis, state treasu- ` 
rer, is “arrogant and presumptuous,’ and for-making said 
report, the treasurer deserves tle censure of this House. 

Sec. 2. Hesolved further, That the said J. S. Curtis has 
in the communication addressed to the legislature, (entitled 
his annual report,) transcended the powers granted him by 
the laws of the land, in impudently forcing his advice upon 
the representatives of the people.  . 

Sec. 3. Resolved further, That the clerk of the House of 


Representatives furnish the said state treasurer with a i copy 
of these resolutions.. 
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- Mr. Dickson moved:to reject:the resolutions, 

And Mr. Graves calling for the ayes and noes, they were 
ordered and resulted as follows: : . 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker, Barnes, Bald- 
- win, Bell, Bradford,- Billups, - Boon, ‘Bynum, Cook, Cole, 
Cunningham; Crump, Dickson, Draughan, Dunn, Dobyns, 
Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of Jasper, Evans, Finley, Fore, Field, 
Frost, Grinstead, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Inge, Jen- 
kins, Johnson, Jones, Kilgore, Leake, Leggett, Means, Mau- 
ry,. Marsh,. Mabry, Matthews, Magrauder, Norris, Offutt, 
Owen, Rayburn, Roberts, Ruff, Runnels, Turner, Terrell, 
Thompson,, ‘Wagster and -W ood—5 Se 

Noes—Messrs. Allen of Hinds, Barringer, Besangon, Bei- 
ry, Burrus, Binford, Downes, Durham, Draine, Ellis of New- 
ton, Graves, Holland, Lemley, Land, Lowe, Mount, Moody, 
Moore, Robinson, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, Tompkins, 
Wilcox, Watson, Watkins, Williamson and Yerger—28. 

So the resolutions were rejected. 

Message from. the Governor, by his private Secretary, 
to wit: 

Mr. Sreaxer—I am directed by his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor to inform this House that he did, on this day, approve. 
and sign— 

“An act to dead an act: incorporating the town of 
Greensboro’ in the county of Choctaw,” . 

& An act to incorporate: the Wahalah Male Academy, in 
the county of Kemper,” . 

* An act to protect public bridges from injury,” E 

All of which originated in the House of. Representatives. | 

Message from n Senate by Mr. Downs; their eod 
tary, to wit: | 

Mr. Srearer—The Governor did, on this day, communi- 
cate to the Senate that he had signed— 

‘An act to change: the name of Mary Jane Buckner to 
Mary Jane Bondurant;’ 

‘An act to.authorize the tax collector of. Wilkinson 
county to make Lis return to the auditor of public accounts . 
for the fiscal year of 1840, on the first Monday in April; 
1841, and for other purposes;' 

“A resolution granting leave of. absence to Robert H. 
Buckner, Chancellor-of the State of Mississippi,” 

All of which originated in the Senate. 

Mr. Besangon, by leave, introduced: the following. reso- 
lution, which was rejected, to-wit: . 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be tendered to. 
the State Treasurer for the extraordinary information cón- 
tained in his report, and his delicate advige. to this body... 
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Mr. Ruff asked and obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Macon 
Lodge, No. 40, of Free and Accepted. Masons,” : 

Which was read the first.time. . ; . 

Mr. Bradford gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, 
introduce a bill to be entitled “an act te. amend the militia. 
laws of this state.’? eo ; - 

Mr. Roberts in the ehair (the Speaker having vacated 
temporarily.) m 

Mr. Williamson, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled “an act to define the boundary 
line between the counties. of Hinds and Madison,” reported: 
a bill to be entitled “an act to define the boundary between 
the counties of Hinds‘and Madison, and for other purposes,” 

Which was read the first time. | 

Mr. Speaker decided the bill to be out of order. 

Mr. Robinson appealed from the. decision of the chair, 
and the ayes and noes being called for upon said appeal, 
were as follows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Barrin- 
ger, Besangon, Berry, Bradford, Billups, Boon, Bynum, 
Cook, Cole, Cunningham, Crump, Durham, Draughan, 
Draine, Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of Newton, 
Evans, Finley, Fore, Field, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, 
Goode, Harrison, Holland, Inge, Jenkins, Jones, Kilgore, 
Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Marsh, Matthews, Magrauder, Of- 
futt, Owen, Rayburn, Roberts, Ruff; Stewart, Turner, Ter- 
rell, Thompson, Wilcox; Wagster, and Watkins—51. 

Noes-—Messrs. Allen of Hinds, Acker, Barnes, Baldwin, 
Burrus, Binford, Downes, Dobyns, Dunn, Johnson, Lemley, 
Means; Mount, Maury, Mabry, Norris, Robinson, Runnels, 
Smiley, Shoemaker, ‘Tompkins, Watkins, Wood, William- 
son, and Yerger—25. 

Mr. Tompkins asked. and obtained leave for the introduc- 
tion of a bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act incorpor 
rating the Vicksburg Water Works: and Banking Com- 
pany,” i 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Bell moved to call from the table the resolution intro- 
duced by Mr. Cunningham, fixing on Saturday next as the 
day for the adjournment of this legislature, 

Which was lost. NS i 

Mr. Watson moved that the adjournment resolution from 
the Senate, be called from the table, ` | 

Which waslost. ` 2 

Mr, Eemly introduced the following resolution, which 
was adopted, to wit: l 
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Resolved, that the joint committee on the Union Bank be 
instructed to report the amount of money collected on the 
bills receivable. of said, bank, since the report made to this 
legislature in 1840, by said committee, and also whether or 
not it is deemed expedient: by. said committee, that the-bank 
should be put in a process of liquidation. l 

Mr.:Runnels introduced. the following resolution: . 

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, that 
the auditor of plie accounts be lys gui to issue 


tort 
pé 


in repairing side (eg and Lalie D: te Hall of [s 
resentatives. — . 
Which was read the first time. 
The hour for the consideration. ‘of the orders of the day 
having arrived, 
The Speaker announced as first in order, - 
A bill from the Senate, entitled,“ an act to amend the rev- 
enue laws of this state,” 
- Which was read, the second time.” l 
. The next in order was announced to be 
A bill entitled “an* act to change the time of returning 
executions, and for other purposes,” - 
On motion of ‘Mr. Crump, , 
Ordered, that one hundred and, twenty copies of said bili 
be printed, and made the order of the ‘day for to-morrows 
The next in order was announced to be. ` 
A bill entitled “an act to alter the time of holding the 
court of probate in Hancock county," . 
Which was read the second time. 
On motion | 
The constitubional: rule was, dispensed with, the bill read 
a third time and passed with its title as stated. 
The next in order was-announced to be 
“A resolution to Congress relative to a bankrupt law,” 
Which was read a second time. . ` 
: On motion of. Mr. Wilcox, 
The preamble was. stricken. from the resolution. 
On motion of Mr. Ruff, . no 
Ordered that the resolution be engrossed, and made the 
special order of the-day for to-morrow at 12 o'clock... . 
On.motion of Mr. Bell, , | o 
The: House adjourned. 


190 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 15th, 184 t | 


Message from the Senate by Mr. Downes, their secretary, 
to wit: 

Mr. Spraxer—The Senate have passed bills from the 
House of Representatives, of the following titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled ‘an act to amend. the several e 
incorporating ihe town of Salem, in the: county of Tip- 


A bill to be entitled ‘an act to tax ‘brokers, and for other 
purposes, and have made amendments thereto; 

In which I am instructed to désire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. —— 

The Senate have passed” a resolution fin” relation to the 
two per cent. fund; 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. Field, by leave, presented the petition of F, Patter- 
son, assessor of Bolivar seus praying an allowance for 
extra services, which, | ; 

On motion of Mr. Field, a i 

Was referred to the committee on claims. | 

Mr. Tompkins, by leave, presented the petition of C. A. 
M anlove, and others, praying the passage of “an act to in- 
corporate the Fulton Fire Engine, No. 3, of the city of 
Vicksburg” which, 

On motion of Mr. Tompkins, 

Was laid upon the table; 

Mr. Thompson, by leave, presented the petition of James 
H. Callahan, and others, citizens of Tishemingo county, 
protesting against the passage of an act dividing said coun- 
ty, which, 

On motion, 

Was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Barringer presented the accounts of E. Percy Howe, 
of Lafayette county, for ` printing done at divers times. 

On motion of Mr. Barringer, 

' The accounts were referied to the committee on claims. 
Mr. Offutt from the committee to whom was referred ta 
bill to be entitled an act in relation: to the collection’ of the 
income of the penitentiary, and for other purposes,” report- 

ed the bill without amendments. 
On motion of Mr. Offutt, 
The report was received and agreed to, and the bill or- 
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dered- to be ngren and made “the order. of. the day i 
tO-TDOTTOW, . "e 
£r. Shoemaker inde the folowing report, whieh: 
On motion, *..— e das 
Was received and M d to, to wit: cna b d 
Mn. Spraxer—The select conimitteé: to whom was re- 
ferred a bill:to:be ‘entitled -“an; act torauthòrize the count 
police-of the county of Copiah. to expose:to public 'sale all 
the depreciated bank.paper-in the treasury:of said county, 
and for other-purposes,” beg leave. to: Feport: the following 
amendments to said bill, to-witz «.: : ^ LE E 
All of which is respectfully submitteds. ' EESTI 
- On motion of. Mr. Shoemaker, 5. Dvs cas 
The bill reported by the select cominittee: med to 


2s 
5" 
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- be engrossed, and made: the order of the day for: to-morrow. 


: Mr.. Watkins, from :thé conimittee to-whom ‘was: referred 
the petition of Abram :Buford, and: others, .reported that 
they had. had .the. same. under consideration, and “had in- 
structed him to report a bill to be entitled “an.aci to manu- 
mit Manson, a negro man, slave of Abran Bufórd;” - : 

-Qn motion; . - me cx 
The report was. received ad. agreed toj: "EN. 
Which bill was read thefirst- time. :: 5.77 s:: 

' Mr. Magrauder gave hotice thát hé would « on to-mécrow 
introduce a bill changing the. time for. holding the term-of 
the Superior Court of Chancery in the.southern district. . . 

Mr. Besangon gave notice: that: he. would on to-morrow 
introduce a bill to be entitled “an act to put certain bank- 
ing corporations: therein: mentioned. inta liquidation, and to 
pay state bonds; and for other- purposes? . pesi © cs 

Mr. Smiley asked and obtained leave fordhe inteódncHon 
of a bill to be entitled “an-ast' to secure thé collection of 
monies accruing: for the benefit. of educatio zin e county 
of Amite.” gib t pd er itu cU 

. Which was-read. the first;times ee ee 

On motion of Mr. Fre requi E ee 


eres, 


ae 


second d. 11 M" Te 


On motion, 
The rule was further dispensed with, the si read a'third 
time, and passed with its title as stated: 
Mr. . Tompkins, by: leave, introduced a bill to be: entitled 


` *an.act to:mcorporate the: Fulton. Fire Engine” Company 


E 3, of Vicksburg,” 
. Which was:redd the first-time. =i = cq tonta, 
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Mr. Kilgore; by leave ‘obtained, introduced -a bill. to be 
entitled “an act to repeal an act granting premiums to pet- 
sons killing wolves in Tippah, Marshall, Chickasaw, Nesho- 
ba, Newton, Lafayette and Ponola counties; approved May , 
13, 1837,” : 

Which was read the first: time. E ES 

Mr. Field gave notice that he would on: tomorrow ask 
leave to introdace a bill entitled “an aet- for the relief of 
clerks of probate, and other purposes,” . : 

Mr. Lenily; by leave, introduced the following. resolution, 

Which was read the first time, 

1. Resolved by the Legislature of the. State of - Missis- 
sippi, That our Senators.in the .Senate of the United 
States, be instructed, and our representatives in Congress 
be requested: to use théir exertions to procure the passage of 
a bill to reduce .the fees-of the ‘clerks :and marshals-for the 

‘United States District Courts within this:state. 

2. Resolved; That a copy of the above.resolutión be for- 
warded by. his: ‘excellency the governor of this state, to our 
senators and representatives in Congress. 

Mr. Turner, by leave obtained, introduced a bill- entitled 
“an act to encourage the culture of silk,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Downs, asked-and. obtained leave for the introduction 
of a bill to be entitled “an act to prevent NENECESAN. char- 
ges against debtors,” 

Which was read the first time. - 

On mot'on of Mr. Downes, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to Ea T on- three 
several days, was. dispensed with, and the bill pease its 
second reading. | 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 

: The rule was further dispensed with, thë bill read a third 
time, and passed with its title as stated. 

The Speaker laid before :the House a report fróii the 
commissioner on public buildings, which : ; 

On:motion of ‘Mr. Wilcox, 

Was referred to the committee on public buildings. 

Message from the Senate by Mr. Downes; -their secre- 
tary, to wit: 

Mr. Serarer— The Senate have passed bills of the follow- 
ing titles from the House of Representatives, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled ‘an act to promote industry, and for 
the encouragement of epricultare in Edd ‘state of Missis- 
sippi,” 

a bill to be entitled “an act to repeal a n aet conféfring. 
corporate powers on the citizens of the town of Rodney," 


A bill to be ‘entitled “an act’ for the relief. of J. M. EL 


der" zzvi. 

They have mäde A to the two first mentioned: 
bills, and have instructed me: to desire the concurrence of- 
the House of Representatives thereini- E 

The.Senate have passed a bili to-be entitled an act 16 
repeal an: act..entitled- tin-act to appoint: a commissioner 
of public buildings, and:for other el ii I sign buo 
ruary 9, 1838, | 

And have made an amendment thereto by way of iden 

In all. of which Lam ánstrüeted to desire the concurrence 
of the House of Representatives. - >.> 7. ci 

A bill which originated inithe House: of: ‘Representatives, 
entitled “an act to. promote : industry, and ‘for: the.encours: 
agement of agriculture in the:state‘of: Mississippi," accom- 
panving the. foregoing message, - 

Was read with«the: ‘amendments from:tlie Senate, and 

On motion of Mr. Wilcex,..: D de 

The farther consideration was postponed. . er 

It was ordered to be engrossed, and made the order of the. 
day for Monday next, the 18th. inst.. ^ ^. 

A: bill which; originated in-the House of Representatives, 
entitled “an act to repeal an act.conferring corporate. pne 
leges on the citizens of the town of Rodney," 

Was read .with an; amendment from the Ponte and 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, ©. - P al 

Said amendments were agréed-tos: . .. us 

A message from the Senate, : bringing -: inforination of. the: 
passage of several bills; was:reads: ^ is 

A- bill which originated: inthe House; entitled $ “cam act to 
amend,the several acts'incorporáting the town of Selen 


M, 


the CUM of Tippah,” DUE. 
With amendments. by the Senate, : was s read ande não 
On motion of Mr. Durham, bee a 4 eae 
Was concurred in. . = : SEPTIES 
A bill which originated in the Houseyentitled #aniact te 
tax brokers, and for.other purposes,” .... times; 
With:;the amendments by: the: Senate; was: read,ànd `` 
On motion of Mr. Tompkins: :.. < eitis. JUNE 
Was agreed to. tj open Wa o E 


Resolutions: from . the: Senate . in rolitton - to tibia ger 
cent. fund, 

Was read the first timez «à abe rede apte D us 

Mr. Dobyns, by leave obtained; to duced a Hiltoibe .éno 
titled “an: actifor the: ene x importo = sev- | 
eral counties. of. the state? - > i ered she 

Which was readitheifirst-times! -o aiii obe 
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On motion of Mr. Burrus, 

The constitutional rule was dispensed with, and the bit 
passed its second reading. 

Mr. Magrauder moved to amend the bill, by insérting in . 
section four, “ for each and every barrel of flour; five cents,” 

Which was accepted. 

Mr. Grinstead moved to amend the bill by inserting in the 
fourth section, “ for each keg of lard, two cents,” - 

Which was accepted. 

On motion, | 

The said bill was ordered to be engrossed, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. - 

Mr. Bradford, by leave,introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to amend the militia laws of this state,” 

Which was read the first time. 

The special message of the governor, received by the 
House on yesterday, was ordered to be read, and 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, 

One hundred. and twenty copies * were ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr.. Field, | 

So much of the gevernor's message as relates to the Mis- 
sissippi Rail Road Company, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, 

Was referred to the committee on banks and curr ency. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, 

The communication from the governor of Alabama, ac- 
companying the governor's special message, ` 

Was referred to the committee on state relations. 

Mr. Speaker announced that the hour for the:considera- 
tion of the special orders of the day had arrived, and as first 
in order, 

“A resolution to Congress, relative to a bankrupt law, " 

Which was read a second time. 

Mr. Leake moved to amend by inserting “provided | it in- 
cludes incorporations." 

Upon said amendment the ayes and noes were ordered. : 

Mr. Magrauder moved a call of the- iis which : 

On motion of Mr. Field, 

Was dispensed with. 

SEM Bell moved that the resolutions be laid upon the 
table. : 

The ayes and noes upon said motion pemg, called for, were 
ordered, and were as- follows: ' 

Ayes—Messrs. Acker, Berry, Bell, Bradford, Billups; 
Cook, Cole, Draine, Ellis of Jasper, Evans, Graves, Grin- 
stead, ’ Goode, Harriugton, Harrison, Holland, Johnson, Kil- 
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gore, Leggett, Moody, Marsh, Norris, Rayburn, and Wag- 


ster—24. ^ | zo. 

‘Noes—Mi. Speaker, Allen: of Marshall, Allen of Hinds, 
Barnes, Barringer, Besangon, Butrus; Binford, Boon, By- 
num, Crump, Dickson, Downes, Durham,Dobyns, Draughan, 
Dunn, Ellis of Copiah, Finley, Field, Fore, Foster, Frost, 
Inge, Jones, Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Means, Moun‘, Murchi- 
son, Moore, Maury, Mabry, Matthews, Magrauder, Offutt, 
Owen, Roberts, Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Smiley; Shoema- 
ker, Stewart, Turner, Terrell, Thotnpson,. Tompkins, Wil- 
cox, Watkins, Wood and Williamson—53. 

Mr. Graves moved that the House adjourn, 

Which was lost. toten . 

Mr. Runnels moved the House adjourn, 

Which did not prevail. 

Mr. Boone moved a call of the House, 

Which failed. 

Mr. Jones moved the previous question, . 

Which, at the instance of Mr. Williamson, was with- 
drawn. . E E 

The question recurring upon the amendment offered by 
Mr. Leake, . 2m 

The ayes and noes were called, and are as follows: ` 

A yes— Messrs. Besangon, Cole, Ellis of Newton, Graves, 
Goode, Harrison, Kilgore, Leake, Lowe, Matthews, Tur- 
ner, and Wagster—12, Lt 7 0.77 7 7o 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker, 
Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Bradford, Burrus, Billups, Bin- 
ford, Boon, Bynum, Cook; Cunningham, Crump, Dickson, 
Downes, Durham, Dobyns, Draughan, Dunn, Ellis of Copiah, 
Ellis of Jasper, Evans, Finley, Field, Fore, Foster, Frost, 
Grinstead, Harrington, Holland, Inge, Johnson, Jones, Leg- 
gett, Means, Mount, Maury, Murchison, Moody, Mooré; 
Marsh, Mabry, Magrauder, Norris, Offutt, Rayburn; Ruff, 
Robinson, Runnels, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart; Terrell,’ 
Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Watson, Watkins, Wood, 
and Williamson—61. o a an 

Mr. Magrauder moved the resolution be engrossed for a 
third reading. EMEN CL IU 

And the aves ard noes being called for; were’ ordered, 
and. are as follows: Pos MEN 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker,’ 
Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Besangon, Burrus, Binford, 
Cook, Crump, Dickson, Downes, Durham, Dobyns, Draughan, 
Dunn, Finley, Fore, Field; Inge, Johnson, Lemley,’ Means, 
Mount, Murchison, Moore, Mabry, -Magrauder, Norris, Of- 
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futt, Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Smiley, Biagio Thomp- 


son, Tompkins, Wilcox, Wood, and Williamson—41i vep 
Noes—Mesars. Acker; Bradford, Billups, - Boon, Bynum, 
Cole, Cunningham, Ellis of Copiah,. Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of 
Newton, Evans, Foster, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Goode; 
Harrington, Harrison; Holland, Jones,. Kilgore, - Leake, 
Lowe, Leggett; Moody, Marsh, Matthews, Rayburn, Stew: 
art, Turner, Terrell, Wagster, and Watkins—33. 
On motion of Mr, Bell, | sog 
The House pi É gua E 


` SATURDAY, January 16th, 1841; 


Mr. Evans, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled “an act author 
izing the chancellor to exercise certain: necessary. powers 
in vacation, and for other purposes,” reported that they had 
had the same under consideration,-and had instructed Him 
to report the bill with amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Evans, ; 

The report was received and ed to, ordered, to he 
engrossed, referred to the. committee of the whole, and 
made the special order of the day for Tuesday next; at 12 
O'CIOCKe ` 

Mr. Wilcox, iiom the committee. on the J udiciary,: " 
whom, was referred a, bill to be entitled “an act to amend: 
the several acts now in force in relation to original attach- 
menís;" reported that they had had the samé under: const 
deration, and bad instructed. him to report me bill. with 
amendments. v 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, pes 

The report was received and agreed tos 

On motion of ‘Mr. Evans, , | 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and made the order 
of the day for Monday... . i 

Mr. Runnels, from the committee ii to- examine; 
the. Auditor's Office, made the lowing report, bigh me 
received and agreed to, a 

. Ün motion of Mr. Lemly, nS ; 

Ordered, that 120 copies be Rn with: the accompa 
nying documents, to wit: 


nem ue 
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Ma. Srgaxiu—'"Thé committee to whom was referred: só 
much of theGovernor's méssage, as * relates to. the collec-. 
tion of the public revetiué, the défalcation of public-officers, 
the outstanding Auditcr’s ‘warrants, and the doméstic debt” 
of the Staté,” havé' had the same under consideration, arid | 
instructed me to REPORT: cr 7 orc oos 

"That, with a view of arriving at proper couclüsions, on’ 
these vitally important subjects, the Auditor of Public Ac 
counts was required to furnish the committéé with tlie 
names of the Assessor, or Assessors and Collectors, whose 
duty it was to assess the publie revenue, and report the sáme ' 
to the Auditor’s office, on o? before the first day of July, in’ 
each ánd every year, during the. three years preceding the 
ist day of January last, with the amount of such assessment,’ 
respectively designating the day such report was made to the 
Auditor’s office; which information; your committee is. ad- 
vised ‘by the Auditor, can cnly be furnished in part, in rela: 
tion to the dates of the returns of the different Assessors, 
or Assessors ‘and Cellectors in nis office; that he has not 
been itf the practice of keeping his office in a condition to’ 
enable him to ascertain the dates of the receipts of such 
reports, the importance of which will be at once perceived; 
when it is recollected, that for each defalcation, such de- 
faulting Assessor, or Assessor and Collector, forfeits to the 
State the sum of $500. ‘There being fifty-six counties, and 
as many Assessors, or Assessors and Collectors, the greater 
number of whom, your Committee is constrained to fear, 
have nct complied with the law, thus incaleulably affecting 
the publié interest: 1st, from the non-collectión of the for- 
feitures on the Assessor’s bonds, the révenue has sustained 
a serious loss: 9d, the demoralization- and negligence of 
public duty in these officers, in. consequence of their not 
being rigorously. prosecuted. in pursuance’ óf law for their 
default of public duty. “Your committee further. required 
of the Auditor, a-report showing the amount paid into thé 
Treasury, during the period aforesaid, and from what sour- 
ces the same was received; all of which was itporta:it to 
enable your conimittee to report with precision on this 
branch of: the subject referred to them, "This information is 
found by your Conitnittee' in a crude and undigested state, 
in the Auditor’s office, which would require the labor of 
weeks to arrange. - This state of things has been produced 
in consequence of a watit of proper returns. - Your Cóm- 
mittee feel, howéver, that itis dué-to thé Auditor to remark; 
that.he has evineed no disposition of: concealment} to the 
contrary, every disposition was shown to afford ùs such in- 
formation as he possesses himself. . Your Committee, never- 
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theless, feel it their duty to recommend, that the Auditor be 
required, in future, if there be no law already imposing ithe 
duty upon him, to arrange and keep his books so as.to show’. 
ai one view, the full, complete and entire resources and lia- 
bilities of the State. Your Committee can imagine nothing 
more difficult than to devise ways and means of so organiz- 
ing and constructing a.law, for the purpose of meeting the 
demands of the government, in the absence of such very 
necessary and important information. zi 
The amount of taxes, as appears by the assessment lists 
returned to the Auditor's office, (the counties of Noxubee 
and Tunica making no returns) for the year 1838, is 
$180,931 82; for the year 1839, (De Soto, Monroe, Noxu- 
bee and Tishemingo making no returns, is $187,205 97; 
for the year 1840, (Carroll, Chickasaw, Holmes, Jackson, 
Kemper, Madison, Ponola, Pike, Winston. and Yallobusha 
making no returns.) is $149,310 88. It appears tha: there 
has been paid into the treasury, on account of the.assess- 
ment of 1838, $157,198 41. On account of the assessment 
of 1829, $154,569 00; and on account of the assessment 
of 1840, $——. Aggregate of assessment during those 
thrce years, is $517,448 67. The aggregate of the receipts 
into the treasury, during the same period, is $311,767 41. 
The amount due from Collectors, or Assessors and Collec- 
tors, us the case may be, is $287,316 42, as will appear by 
1eference to documents marked A, B, and C, herewith ac- 
companying, to which the attention of the House is re- 
spectfully invited. : | 
Your Committee is constrained to remark, that the Audi- 
tor has been guilty of culpable negligence in that important 
part of duty, requiring him to institute suit against default- 
ing Assessors, for not making their returns in compliance 
with the requisitions of law, and permitting several of the 
defaulting Assessors and Collzetors to conzinue collecting 
for successive years the taxes, without instituting suit 
against them; and in some -instances, your Committee are 
advised, and believe the money has been entirely. lost, by 
such delay. It is, moreover, the duty of your Committee, 
to call the attention of the House to the fact, that defaulting 
Collectors have been permitted to settle their accounts with- 
out being required to pay the thirty per cent. damages per 
annum, as is required by law; which, with. the forfeiture of 
$500, when incurred by the defalcation of an Assessor if 
not making his returns within the time preseribed by law, 
in the.opinion of your Committee, constitutes as much the 
debt due the State, as any other obligation whatsoever, and 
that the Auditor has no more right to remit the one than 
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the other, ‘Indeed, the loose: manner in: which the Auditór 
has discharged: his duty,-in the opinión of your Committee, 
constitutes one of the-leading eauses which has produced 
such alarming negligence of public duty by the Tax Col- 
lectors- and Assessors in. many ‘counties.- The pecuniary 
loss thus sustained, is worthy of little consideration in com- 
parison to its-demoralizing effects upon the public fünetion- 
aries of the State. And'your committee would réspectfully 
recommend the adoption ofa law, making it the du'y of 
the Auditor, in’ future, to enforce the law, under severe 
penalties for neglect of such duty. In vain may you le- 
gislate, devising ways and means for the support of the 
government, if those whose duty'it is to assess and col- 
lect the.taxes, are permitted to default in their duty with 
impunity. | l B 
The people are willing to pay a tax necessary for an 
economical administration. of the government, and through 
their representatives have enacted laws, authorizing the 
collection of taxes, by the seizure of the property of delin- 
quent tax payers, and make the taxes due by such person 
without delay; acd. your Committee are of opinion that the 
penalty cunnot be too severe on those who are clothed 
with such extraordinary powers; and who after executing 
them oh the property of the widow and the orphan, shall 
attempt to appropriate it to their private purposes. = ^ 
Your Cominittee find, on examination into the condition 
‘of the finances of the country, that the domestic debt of the 
State is, in outstanding warrants, $572,244 00. Thus the 
finances of the State are found to’ be in an embarrassed 
condition, seldom equalled by the worst governed coun- 
tries, o 
By reference to the Auditor’s report, it. will be seen that 
the three departments of State, viz: Executive, Legislative, 
and Judicial, cost, in 1838, $110,728 03; in 1839, $123,782, 
15; and in 1840, $116,560 50; making an aggregate of 
$351,070 .68;- and that during the same period there has 
been expended the sum of $1,933,703 .58. Showing an 
expenditure' for extraordinary objects, during the’ same 
period, of $882,632 90; which latter amount, in the opinion 
of your Committee, may in future -be almost; entirely dis- 
‘penseg with. > -> i mE 0 UU 
It is here worthy of remark, that a considerable portion 
-of this amount has been expended. in the erection and com- 
‘pletion of the public buildings, which are now in such an 
advanced state of:progress, as to require but little more to 
Place them in a condition not to be injured by a suspension 
of their progress fur a time; and your Committee recom- 
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mend that no further work be-done on the buildings, except 
to put them in a condition of security from-the weather, 
and except such contracts as are already entered into with 
individuals, until the treasury of the. State shall have recov- 
ered from its present embarrassments;- and ‘your Com: 
mittee would further recommend,.as important .means of 
retrenchment, that the public printing in future be let out tó 
the lowest bidder. That item of expenditure has cost the 
State from thirty to forty thousand dollars: per annum, 
which should not, in the opinion of your Committee, cost 
the State one-third of that amount. Formerly, the publie 
printing of the State was let to the lowest bidder, and did 
not cost the State one-fifth of what it now does. P. E 

Your Committee would further suggest, that the State 
has already paid for publishing the opinions of the Supreme 
Court $8,009; and as the law now. exists, will prove a ccn- 
tinual drain upon the treasury, which in the opinion of your 
commitiee, should be dispensed with, or means devised 
whereby such publication could be had fora mueh less 
amount. kt Í 

Your committee would further suggest, that the contin- 
gent fund is. at present $4,000—a sum entirely too much, 
and whieh may safely be reduced to $2,000, without any 
detriment to the publie service; moreover, it is worthy of 
remark, that frequent apprepriatiens have been made for 
printing done by order of the Executive. The exorbitant 
appropriations to private individuals, that have gradually 
insinaated itself mto the Legislature, is a matter worthy of 
consideration, and calls for 1eform. j ; 

That portion of the Governor’s Message recommendin 
a change of the mode of appointing Assessors and Colleg- 
tors of Taxes, znd giving the appointment to the Governor, 
is, in the opinion of your Committee, an innevation upon 
the republican principles ef eur Government, that should 
not be departed from, except for more substantial reasons 
than those assigned by his Exeellency. His Excellency 
has, in no instance, as your Committee believe, exerted the 
powers already given him in relation to the defaulting 
revenue officers, for palpable violation of duty.- 

The Constitution provides that they may be removed by 
indictment and trial by jury. Assessors and. Collectors 
have been permitted to go on and eollect the taxes for 
one, two, and three years, without making any return to 
the Aucitor's office; and no suit or indietment being insti 
tuted against such defaulting officer. Itis the duty.of his 
Excellency to see that the laws are faithfully executed; in 
this particular, however, his Excellency has. been remiss. 
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“Your Committeé-have shawn that the disbursements-of tLe 

ublic monies have been, during-the last three years, extra- 
ordinarily large, without adéquate means being adopted for 
the payment of such disbursement; and that it is now in- 
dispensable that means should be providedj by law, for the 
extinguishment of the-public;debt;:and your Committee 
would suggest, that, by .economy. and. a rigorous enforce- 
ment of the revenue laws, as.they now exist, it would re- 
quire but à.small increase of the taxes already imposed by 
law, to extinguish the public debt. In vain miay the legis- 
lature go on to pass revenue laws, if they are not regarded 
by those ‘whose-duty it is to see that they’be duly executed. 

. Your Committee, being aware that the ways ahd means 
hécessary to be-adopted, for the improvement of the reve- 
nue;.is referred to another and more appropriate committee, 
abstain from a further consideration of the subject. 

-Your Committee have called on the Auditor of . Public 
Accounts, for the information required by.a resolution of 
this House, in relation to the notes for the sale of lots in 
the city of Jackson, unaccounted for in his report, and 
have received no official reply to the same, but are vérbally 
informed by that officer, that much confusion exists in the 
office in relation to that subject; and that he is unable, at 
present, tô furnish the information required, but will be 
enabled: te de so in a few days, 

Your Committee ask to be excused from a further conside- 
ration of the aforesaid subjects. o8 

All of which is respectfully submitted, - 
H. G. RUNNELS, Chairman. 
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A STATEMENT showing the names of the Assessors and Collectors of "Taxes in each county in the State, 
the amount of Taxes assessed in each county, the amount paid, and the amount yet due for the year 1838. 


eae 


"ASSESSOR'S AND COLLECTOR'S NAMES. 
Edw. Stanton, Ass’r & Valentine Boyer, Coll. 
Wm. A. Jackson, Assessor and Collector, 


Robert M. Cade do do 
Francis Patterson, jr.do do 
Wm. Ranson do do 
Jno. W. H. Davis do do 
Jno M. Patton ` do do 


A. H. Bobbe Ass'r & Josiah Rundell, Coll. 
R. B. Crosby Assessor and Collector, 


P. Shoemaker do do 
H. J. Palmerston do do 
J. L. Jolly do do 
Claiborne B. Ritchie do do 
Jas. H. McDaniel do do 
Jno. MeLean do do 
Geo. W. Robinson do do 


G. H. Gray Ass'r & N. L. Tabor, Collector, 
Wm. M. Burton, Assessor and Collector, 


Adams 
Amite 
Attala 
Bolivar 
Carroll 
Chickasaw 
Choctaw 
Claiborne 
Clarke 
Copiah 
Coahoma 
Covington 
De Soto* 
Franklin 
Green 
Hancock 
Hinds 
Holmes 


29 
54 


4,098 
721 
696 


a 
counties’ NAMES. | AM"r or Tax.| AMT Pato. |AMT DUE. 
: b Um oh UL 
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$31,862 22 


1,780 91 


55 75 
200 00 


241 25 


. 4,329. 66 


606 


G W Patton 
James Goff 
Wm Hosea 


E. McPherson, Ass'r. & T. H. Marble Coil. 
Tho’s. L. Mott, Assessor and Collector, 


€ R McCaskill 
R B G Harper 
Gwin Pepper 

J S Brookhall 

J T Stockard 
Sam’! G Wells 
JJ Henry 

D Summers 

G H Lackey 
Fred Wells  . 
H McDonald 
G L Williams 
Lozinshi Gilbert 
John Wisenian 
Malcolm Gillis 
J L Weatherall 
Sam] Bacot 

J M Rayburn 
Jacob Magee 

J B White 


do 


o 


Itawamba, 
Jackson, 
Jasper, 
Jefferson, 
Jones, | 
Kemper, 


Lauderdale, 


Lawrence, 
Leake, 
Lafayette, 
Lowndes, 
Madison, 
Marion, 
Monroe, 
Marshal, 
Neshoba, 
Newton, 
Noxubee,* 
Octibbeha, 
Perry, 
Pontotoc, 
Pike, 
Ponola, 
Rankin, 


430 
906 
733 
10,256 
137 
1,359 
762 
. 1,926 
469 
9,914 
5,596 
7,697 


1,473 


2,155 
3,695 
. 892 

364 


" 990 
394 
1,018 
2,960 
.948 


3,605 


270 


45 
76 
45 
19 
83 
18 
63 
19 
67 


17 


05 
21 
07 
38 


65 


56 


81 


89 
66 
70 


29/ 


50 


Ay 
68 


430 
916 
733 

4,571 
137 

1,359 
762 

1,926 


1,060 
5,526 
“750 

1,473 
2,155 
3,695 
392 


(884 


990 
384 


1,018 ` 


3,260 


, .948. 
: 3,605 


270 


5,685 


19 


469 67 


1,053. 


6,947 


88 
21 
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Statement [ A. ]-—Continued. E l 
| couNTIES! NAMES. | AM'T. OF Tax. | AMOUNT PAID. | AMT. DUE. 


ASSESSOR’S AND COLLECTOR’S NAMES. 

Wm. K..Shirus, Assessor and Collector, Simpson, S11 94 811 94) m 

Jas G Graham do do Smith, 285 69 i 285 62 

Wm. P. Stewart, do do Tallahatchie, 1,048 25] 580 37 467 88 

Kinson Mayo do do Tunica, mE 

Samuel M Pryor do do Tippah, 1,760 71 1,760 71| 

Stephen O Gibbs do do Tishemingo, 658 32] 436 43) 221 89 

W. Williams, Assessor, and H. Fernandis, Collector, Warren, 17,022 36| 17,022 36]. | 

"Wm. S. Wells, Assessor and Collector, | Washington, 4,092 38| 2,100 OO} 1,992 38 

W H West do a do Wayne, 706 39 706 39 

M. Bryan, Ass'r. & W. T. Jones, Collector, Wilkinson, 9,923 40 9,923. 40 

L. A. McGowan, Assessor and Collector, Winston, 1,016. 12 1,016 12 

John S Paul do do Yazoo, 7,474 68 7,474: 68 

Hillory Talbert do do Yalobusha, ' 3,510 78 3.510 78] : 
$180,931 82! $157,198 411823,633 41 


*Made no return to this Office for 1838. 


_ AUDITOR’S OFFICE, 
Sacxson, Jan. 13, T 


¥OG 


[ B. 
4 STATEMENT showing the names of the Assessors and Collectors of Taxes in each County in the State, 
. the amount of Taxes assessed in -each County, the: ‘amount paid, and-the amount yet due for the year 1839. 


meme 
48 


l m AND COLLECTORS NAMES. | COUNTIES’ NAMES, AMT TAXES, AM'T PAID, | AWT. DUE. 


E SIC "Assessor, and Valentine Bover, Scissor 


— “Adams, 832893 15 A5 $32,543 28l- Las 00 
E, L. Tarver, Assessor and Coliector, Amite, 4,081 09 4,081 -02 
Wm. B. Williams, do do Attala, . 713 84 615 44 98 42 
F. Patterson, Jr. do do Bolivar,.. 1,391 87 1,391 $7 ! 
‘Wm. Ranson, do do ' | “Carroll, 3,167 99 2,256 49 911 50 
H W. H. Davis, do l uS Chickasaw, ,-. 835 43! . 329 18 ^6 95 
Humphrey Buck, — do Ühocktaw, ` 988 92 965 33 25 59 
A.H. Bobo, Assessor, and W. C. Si stGason, Collector, Claiborne, 12,974 38 12,990 91 
R. B. Crosby,’ Assessor and Collector, | | Clark, A86 59} 486 59 
Elias Alford, > do. do .Copiah, . i 2,487: 99 .9,487 .92 
Geo. Robinson, © do "do o *Ooahoma, | PUN M 
S. B. Hawthorn, do do . Covington, 451 76 751 76 
Saml..'T.. Cobb, do do : 1, *De Soto, MONET. E 
J. H. MeD aniel, do > do, Franklin, 1,987 69 1,997 , 69 l 
James.’ alley, - - do do. + nthe - "Green, . | 886 47]-:7 7386 47| i. 
G. W. Robingon, do o do : ‘Hancock, ` 1,660 04.... 1,660 04]... . 7 
J. H. Gray, Assessor, and T. Cook, Collector, Hinds, 14,498 19 4,514 47 “9,973 72 


ee LAM m PLI E 
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i STATEMENT [ B.] Continued. 


t te 


. ASSESSORS’ AND COLLECTORS’ NAMES. 


Octibbeha, | 


COUNTIES’ NAMES. | AMT TAXES. | AMT PAID. | AMT DUE. 

James Walton, Assessor and Collector, Holmes, — 4,716 69 4,716 69 

Wm: Patton, do do Itawamba, 499 47 352 86 76 61 
James Goff, - do do Jackson, 405 41 405 41 

E. L. Carraway, do do Jasper, 1,523 66 1,523 66 

E. McPherson, Assessor, and J. Gilbraeth, Collector| Jefferson, 9,855 05 9,855 05 

James M. Evans, Assessor and Collector, Jones, 143 17) 143 17 

Henry B. Felts, do do Kemper, 1,359 18 1,359 18 

B. Carpenter, ^ do e do Lauderdale, 943 56 943 56 

Gwin Pepper; do do Lawrence, 1,835 84] 1,835 84 

James A. Foard, do do Leake, 359 95 324 00 35 95 
J. T. Stockard, do do Lafayette, 1,912 53 1,238 50 674 03 
Sami G. Wells, do do Lowndes, 6,345 47 6,345 47 

J. H. Vannoy, do do tMadison, 9,864 05 8,663 74| 1,200 31 
D. Summers, do do Marion, 1,455. 60 1,445 60 

G. H. Lackey,. do do *Monroe, i 1,682 45 

L. Sawyer, do do Marshall, 3,733 55 2,078 67, 1,654 88 
Wm. M. Evarty do do Neshoba, 434 18 334 18| 50 00 
Jno. D. Fynch, do do Newton, 331 44 -331 44 

L. Gilbert, do do *Noxubee, A 

Jno. Wiseman, da . do 1,130 35 1,130 35 
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Jacob Runnels do do Perry, 348 56! 338 56 10 00 


J L Weatheral do do > Pontotoc, 908 98 . 908 28 
Saml Bacot do do Pike, . 2,174 10 2,174. 10 
J M Rayburn do do >` Ponola, 979 80 895 64 | 84 46 
S L Steen do do Rankia, 2,497 291 2,497 29 
JBWhite- - . do do Scott, 345 .87 206 00 139 87 
John Powell . do do | Simpson, 8^5 43 805 43| 
John Rawls’.  , do ^. do | Smith, . 311 55| 283 901 27 65 
N. B. Dickerson ^ do. . do 220 Tallahatchie, 1,005 14 1,101 21 
Wm P Stewart do =- do Tunica, 180 77|- ^ 180 7% y A 
SN Pryor. “do .. + do | Tippah, > | - “1,938 60| 1,910. 2 23 39 
SOGibbs . . do do *Tishemingo 22 EE 
J. Stafford, Assessor & H. Fernandis, Collector, ^| Warren, 18,466 79] . 2,342 78 16,124, 03 
Wm. W. Collins, Assessor and eects Washington, 6,638 17| . 4,468 50| 2,169 67 
Willis H West do . Wayne, .683 66 683° 66]- 
M. Bryan, ;A ssessor, and M. H Brás, Collector, |: Wilkinson, | 9970 03] . 9,970 03|.: — 
L. H. McCowan, Assessor and Collector, Winston, 980 12] $242 00) 738 12 
Samuel L James do . do Yazoo, 9,350 34 9,350 34 
James C Stokes do do `. Yalobusha, 4,041 49 4,041 49) . 
Total, “$187,205 97! $154,569 001$34,372 13 
*Mado no return to this office for 1839. Poder filed to settle the ics: due since 31st Dec, 1839. - 


On a final. settlement, with the Collectors, the small amounts which: appear to be due by them will be settled by 


an allowance for their commissions for mon insolvencies, &c.. - 
| | . AUDITOR'S. OFFICE; Jackin, January 13, 1841. 
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[C.] . re A n es 

A STATEMENT showing lhe names of the Assessors 

' and. Collectors of Taxes in each county in this State,’ 

and the amount of Taxes assessed, in. each county; ds 

far as returns have been made io this afi ice, . Ur tae 
Year 1840. Ts 


COUNTIES NAMES. AMT. ASSESSED, 


| 


> omma $ 
N 


ASSESSORS’ AND ,COLLECTORS' NAMES, 


E. Stanton,: : Assessor,and V. 


Boyer, Collector. ^ Adams $30,831745 
E. L. Tarver, As’r and Cor. Amite (0 45137 “55 
Wm. B. W illiams, do. Attala 677 30 
F. Patterson, jr. do. Bolivar 1,035 57 
Wm. Ransom, do: - ' *Carrolt i s 
J: W.H. Davis, do | *Chickasaw 
Humphrey Buck, do. | Choctaw . 1,200 47 
A. H. Bobo, Assessor, and w. CINE CNN 

C. Dickinson; Collector, * | Claiborne 9,807-39 
R. B. Crosby, As'r and CoPr . | Clarke . 601. ET 
Elias Alford,  . do. ` | Gopiah «, . | 2,548 “79 
W. R. Robinson, do. Coahoma 396 58 
S.B. Hawthorn, do. " f Covington | 627 44 
Sam’, T. Cobb, do. De Soto 1,337 00 
Jas. H. MeDaniel, do. Franklin 2,007 77 
James Walley, do. Green 401 06 

. W. Robinson, do. “| Hancock 1,494 25 

. L. Taber, Assessor and H. 

Smith, Collector, : tHinds a E 
Josep, Walton, As’r and Col’r. : Holmes: ^ 3,343: 79 
Cyras Mitchell, do.: | Itawamba 493 79 
Alfred E. Lewis, do. ` *Jackson 
E. S. Carraway, do. Jasper 761 61 

* E. McPherson, Assessor, and 

J. A. Galbraeth, Collector, | Jefferson | 9,819-14 
James M. Evans, Ás'r & Colr, | Jones *" — '141 85 
E. S. Gulley, do. *Kemper 
B. Carpenter, do Lauderdale 975 54 
Gwin Pepper, do  - | | Lawrence 1,688:.33. 
Jas. A. Foard, de. "m Leaké ^|. 47369 
Jas. T. Stockard, da. 07 “Lafayette” e 1,172. 0g 
Sanrl. G. Wells, do. ^ F Lowndes $ ` 6,280 -95" 
Joseph H. Vannoy, do... |: *Madison es 
David Summers, . dos... | Marion = ee 1,4824]. 


209:. 
STATEMENT [C], Continued. > —— 


ENRE? 


ts ER > Co far 


ASSESSORS' AND correcto’. NAMES, |: COURTE mames. AMT ASSESSED, 


Xx 


G. H. Lackey, As'r and Co Monoa 1,782 45 
Lewis Saywer;:. - ‘do. : Marshall : 4,900 81 
Wm. M.Evans: do. ~~ -| Néshoba« ; 391 42. 
Wm. L. Pafis, do. Newton 360 38, . 
Watson C. Joiner, ` do. : 4 *Noxubee 2 A 
John Wiseman, - do: ' | Octibbeha: 1,318 80: 
Jacob Runnels,- © do. .. | Perty - 354.60 
J. L. Weatherall, do.: -- | Pontotoc - : 929 80 
Sam’l. Bacot, do. IE 
Jas. M. Rayburn, do. [Ponola . .] . . | 
W. G. Ross, « do 4 Rankin ` 2,330 27 
J. B. White, `- do | Scott . 344 73: 
John Powell. :-" do.. `. | Simpson - 788 56- 
John Rawls, «: - do... .. | Smith. `>: 311: 60 
J. H. Montgomery, do. À Tallahatchie|. 932 90 
Wm. P. Stewart, do. . | Tanica +4: 245.70 
Saml. N.:Pryor,, do . | Tippah. : 1,559 48 
Martin Savage, do. Tis emingo 595.35 
J. Stafford, Assessor, and M. URS LN 
H: Mayfield, Collector, Warren 17,099 16 
Wm. W. Collins, As'r. & CoPr.. Washington 8,886 .40 
Willis.H. West, do. Wayne © 191 98 
S. M. Bailey;:;- '" do. - -Wilkinson - f -10,271 74 
Jno. H. Bucher: do. ~ 1 *Winston . +. 
Sam’l L. James, - dos -Yazoo * . > 7,609. 50 
James C. Stokes, do. Yallobusha - Du s 


emma 


$ “Tota, "$149,310 88 
Ed Made: no deium to this office for 1840, ` > 7. 

T: Return incomplete, atid théréfore not receivable. | 

E. Made no return to this. office UE 1840: eee. Fi Sia 
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| AUDITOR'S OFFICE, } Cost 
 Jacrsom, Jamuary 13, 1841. $ ` 
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Mr. Matthews, from the committee te whom was refer. 
red so much of the governor’s message as refers to the re- 
duction of the salaries of public officers, reported a bill to. be 
entitled * an act to reduce the salaries of. certain officers 
therein named, and for other purposes." 

On motion of Mr. Boone, . .. = 


. The report was received and agreed to, and one hundred: 
and twenty copies of the report with bill ordered to-be 
printed, t s 

Mr. Spraxer—'The committee to whom was referred.so 
much of the governor’s message as relates to retrenchment 
in the expenditures of the government of this state, have had 
the same under consideration, and beg leave to 

“REPORT: 

That in view of the distressed condition of the country, 
the bankrupt state of the treasury, and the heavy. outstand- 
ing liabilities of the state, your committee agree: with his 
excellency, the governor, in the opinion that retrenchment 
in our expenditures is imperatively required. Yet we-arée | 
aware that a suffering people are liable to run to extremes, 
and that great caution is necessary in attempting to remove 
one set of evils, lest we plunge ourselves into others. - “To 
reduce the salaries of all officers one-half, as is recommended 
by Lis excellency, wouid, in the opinion of your committee, 
drive men of competent abilities from the judiciary depart- 
ment, in which the public service requires men of the best 
talents and legal attainments in the state. We also.differin 
ópinióh with the executive, in regard to the propriety of res 
ducing to thé extent recommended by him, the offices of 
governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, auditor of pub- 
lic accounts, &c. Men of wealth, who are ambitious of dis- 
tinction, and who look more to the honors, than to the emol- 
uments of office, might consent to serve the public with 
salaries inadequate to their support; but men. of this char- 
acter are not always the best qualified, nor the.safest guar- 
dians of the .public interest. : Nature frequently bestows 
her richest encowments. of intellect on the poor, and. virtue 
often makes the humble cottage her domicil. A salary of 
only one-kalf what the incumbents :of the above offices re- 
ceive, your committee believe would be wholly inadequate 
to meet the expenses of removal to Jackson, rents, hire of 
clerks, and the support of themselves and families. Yet if 
these offices, with their present salaries, have been sought 
with avidity, the reduced’ expenses of living, and the in- 
creased value of money, authorize, as we believe, a reduc- 
tion to some extent, of most of the offices in the State. 
Your committee, however, are aware that the legislature 


cannot at-the:present session, reduce the salary of the-sec*. 
retary of state, and those of the:keeper and.clerk of the: 
penitentiary; às their present salaries ‘were fixed at the for-- . 
mer. part of this session. va etas "WA E 
In.view of the present condition ef the seminary fund, 
your committee are of the opinion that the university: builds: 
ngs cannot, safely, be commenced for several years tà. 
come. We therefore believe that in a short time the servi« 
ces of the state architect can be renis with. The duties. 
of the commissioner of public buildings: are greatly. dimin-: 
ished, and we therefore think there should be a coirespond- 
ing-reduction im his salary. From a careful examination of 
the digested laws of the state, we discover many sources of, 
as we believe, éxtravagant expenditure, which should be di- 
minished, and in some instances, wholly dried up. “The al- 
lowances for the public printing, are in our opinion, without 
a parallel-in the legislation of any other state of the Union, 
and should be greatly reduced. : A A : 
-By a law of 1838, the public printer is allowed four dol-' 
lars per page for printing the pamphlet acts, for the. number | 
of pages mone copy, and three dollars per page for the 
journals. This compensation, we. think much too large; 
and when we consider that they are printed on large pica, 
instead of small,little more than half the matter 1s contained 
in a page that would be, if the small pica type were used. 
The consequence is, we pay equivalent to eight dollars per 
page for the pamphlet acts, if printed.on.small type. ‘Thus 
the state has to pay one or two hundred per cent. more for 
the public printmg, than it should cost. This. abuse, we 
conceive, is not the:-fault of the printer, but of the existing 
law, which requires larger type, and wider spaces between 
the different bills and their seutións than is:neeessary. To 
these faults of the existing law, your committee are of the 
opinion, we may-attribute the loss to the state of at least 
twenty thousand dollars during the past year, on the single 
item of the publie printing. i MEAM v 
By a law of 1839, the reporter for the High Court of Er- 
rors and Appeals was required to.deposite four hundred co- | 
pies of the-reports in the office of the secretary of state, for 
which he-was allowed eight dollars per page, for the number. 
of pages in one copy of each volume. On the supposition 
that there are five hundred pages in a volume.of said re- 
ports, the price paid by the-state was ten dollars.per copy, 
which we’suppose was at least two hundred per cent. more 
than the cost; for the reporter has the privilege of printing 
and selling as many as he pleases. The cost-of.four hun- 
dred copies of the reports, at ten dollars per copy, is four 
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thousand dollars; and on the supposition that this is two 
hundred per cent. on the cost, the reporter. speculated off of 
the state to the amount of $2,666 66 on each volume. The 
law granting this enormous compensation stands unrepealed,: 
and authorizes the same compensation, as we believe, for the 
publication of future reports. We are therefore of opinion, 
that this is a case which calls loudly for retrenchment. "There: 
are marry other prolific sources of expenditure authorized by. 
existing laws, which the bounds assigned. to this report will 
. not admit us to name, and whieh seem to require legislative 
action, we therefore beg leave to report a bill. 
JAS. E. MATTHEWS, Chairman. . 


Mr. Means presented the following report: T 

Mr. SrEAKkER— The select committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of the citizens of Marshall county , 
praying an act of incorporation for a rail road from Holly 
Springs, to connect with the Lagrange and Memphis Rail 
Road at some suitable point, have instructed me to Repor 
the following bill: . 

To be entitled “an act to incorporate. the Holly Springs 
and State Line Rail Road,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Means, 
The report was received and agreed to: 
On motion of Mr. Means, . 

The constitutional rule was dispensed with, and the bill 
passed a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Means, 

Ordered, that the bill be engrossed, and made the order 
of the day for Monday next at 11 o'clock. 

Mr. ‘Wilcox gave notice that he would, on Monday ext, 
ask leave to introduce bills of the following titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the taking. and 
use of depositions in certain cases;" 

A-bill to be entitled “an act to secure the rights of ap: 
pellants and plaintiffs in error." 

Mr Besangon, by leave, introduced a. bill to.be entitled 
“an act to put certain banking incorporations therein named 
into liquidation, and to pay state bonds, and for other pur» 
poses." 

Whieh was read the first time. 

The Chair intimated that the bill was out of order, but 
would suspend his opinion that the bill might be. printen id 
passed to a second reading. ps 

On motion of Mr. Mount, 
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‘Ordered; that 120 copies of. the bill be pus for. the: use 
of this House. 

Mr. Field, by: leave, introduced a. bill to be entitled “an” 
act to secure to. clerks of pave the collection of. their 
legalfees." | -> - 

Which was read the first time. l 

: Mr. Cook, by leave, introduced a bill to be: entitled “an 
act declating Hobolochitto creek a navigable stream.” 

Which was read the first-time. 

Mr. Pobinson, by leave of the House, presented - the 
claim of J. B. Robinson, which on motion, was referred to 
ihe committee on accounts. 

Mr. Graves presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Choctaw county, praying the passage-of resolutions at this 
session of the Legislature, declaring that. the state is not 
bound for-the payment of interest due upon the Union 
Bank bonds, which, on motion, was referred toi committee 
of: five, consisting of Messrs.. Graves, Moody, Leake, Har- 
rington, and Bradford. 

Mr. Yerger, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled «an 
act to regulate the practice of the Circuit Courts upon non- 
suits, and for other purposes,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Thompson, by leave, introduced a ‘preamble and reso- 
lution, concerning the conduct of William H. McCardle; 
a reporter of the froceedues of this House, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. Besangon moved to. reject the preamble:and reso- 
lütions, but before à vote was taken thereon, at the request 
of the mover, he was permitted to withdraw them. 

Message - from the Senate, by Mr. Downes, their Secre- 
tary, to wit: 

Mz. Spearer:—The Senate have passed a bill fr om the 
House of Representatives, to be entitled “an act to incor- 
porate the Holly Springs. Fire Engine Company, No. 1.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to provide for the reve- 
nue of this State)” which passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives at the last session, has been mislaid in. the 
Senate. ` 

‘The Senate have instructed me to request the House of 
Representatives to furnish them with another copy thereof. 

Mr. Speaker announced the appointment of Mr. Dobyns, 
on the special committee to wliom was referred so much of 
the Governor's message as relates to State credit, the out- 
standing bonds of the ‘State, and the Interest due. thereon, 
wice Mr. Drake, ongni 
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Message from the Senate, by Mr. Downes, their secre- 
tary, to wit: 

Mn. Sreaxer:—The Senate have passed bills of the. fol- 
lowing titles, to wit: — . 

A bill to be entitled “an act te change the county site of 
Leake county.” 

A bill to bs entitled “an act supplemental to an act to 
provide a remedy agains: steam-boats, and other water 
eraft,” approved February 20th, 1840. 

They have made an amendment by way. of ryder to the. 
last mentioned bill, | 

In which 1 am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

They have also passed a bill to be entitled “an act m the 
relief of certain tax-collectors therein named." 

In which I am instructed to desire the eoncurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. Norris, from the committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report: 

Mr. Spzaxer:—The committee on enrolled bills have 
examined bills of the following titles, to wit: 

“An act to repeal an act entitled an act to guard against 
the insolvency of the banks and monied corporations, in 
this State, and to secure the rights ef creditors thereof,” 
approved May 12th, 1837. 

“An act to sniend the law as to leases of the 16th sec- 
tions.” 

“An act for the relief of Oliver C. Brooks.” 

“An act releasing the claim of the State by escheat, to- 
a certain tract of land in Warren county.” 

“A resolution granting leave of absence from this State, 
to the Hon. Morgan L. Fitch.” 

“An act to exempt from sale under execution certain. 
property therein mentioned.” 

“An aet in reference to the Boardof Police of the county 
of Smith.” 

“An act authorizing trustees of section 16, township 9,. 
range 6 east, to rescind the sale of the same.” 

“An aet to amend the laws relating to mjunctions and 
supercedeas bonds, and sales in chancery.” 

“An act to change the name of Mary Woodward to 
Mary Frazier." 

“An aet for the relief of J. M. Elder," 

«An aet to preserve therecords of the Board of Police in 
the county of Lowndes." 

“An act to amend the several acts incorporating the town: 


of Salem, in the county of Tippah.” 
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“An aetoto repeal an ai conferring corporate privileges 

on the citizens of the town of Rodney; and for other pur- 
oses.” i 
: «An act to tax brokers, and-for other psp 

“An act further to regulate the elections for trustees of 
School lands i inthe county:of Franklin.? . : 

WM. A. N ORRIS; Chairman. 
On motion, 

The report was received and.agreed to. . 

The Speaker announced that the hour for the considera- 
tion of the special orders of the day had arrived, and.as first 
in order, *an act to change the time of dia Rfecuuóna; 
and for other: purposes,” 

Which passed its second reading. 

Mr. Yerger moved to amend the bill by inserting 

* Provided, that all such executions as shall be issued, on 
the levy of which a. forthcoming bond shall be taken for the 
delivery of property on a sale s shall be returnable as is 
now provided by law,” l 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Johnson moved.to: indefinitely postpone, : but before 
the question was taken upon said motion, 

Mr. Besangon moved to amend the first seetion by adding, 
“and the money shall be made at the return of the exe- 
cution on the first Monday of February, and the defendant 
shall not be allowed the benefit of any stay on forthcoming 
bonds for the delivery of property on any such ROI 

And before the question was taken, 

On motion of Mr. Besangon, 
The House adjourned until Monday morning next. 


-n ` 2 mex 
E: 


` MONDAY, paras 18th, 1841. 


Upon sailing the roll, it appeared that there was not a 
quorum present. 

Mr, Murchison m that the absenteed be sent for, and. 
that the doors be closed, i 

Which was ordered. 

After the call had progressed, 

On motion, ; 

The call was =u pened: there appearing to be a quorum 
present. 

Mr. Wood presented the petition of J. Thomas, and oth- 
ers, members of the Roman SRM Society er ‘Christians, 
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in the city of Natchez, praying an amendment to their‘char- 
ter, which l l d 
On motion, 

Was referred to a select committee of three, consisting of 
Messrs. Wood, Inge and Magrauder. 

Mr. Field presented the letter of the Hon. John Hender- 
son, to the Honorable the Legislature of the state of Mis- 
sissippl, which : 

On motion of Mr. Lemly, 

Was laid on the table. 

Mr. Wilcox made the following report: 

The select committee: to. whom was referred so much of 
the governor's annual message as relates to.communications 
from other states, (with the accompanying documents,) have 
had under consideration the communications from the state 
of Virginia relative to an existing controversy between the 
states of Virginia and New York, and the communication 
from the state of South Carolina, in relation to an existing 
controversy between the states of Georgia and Maine, and 
have instructed me to report 

The accompanying preamble and resolutions, the adop- 
tion of which your committee respectfully recommend. - 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

GUSTAVUS H. WILCOX, Chairman. 


Wuereas, This Legislature has been informed bya 
communication from the State of South Carolina, of the 
refusal of the Governor of the State of Maine, to surrender 
to the authorities of the State of Georgia, certam fugitives 
from the justice of the latter State, on demand duly made of 
the Governor of said State of Maine, by the Governor of 
said State of Georgia: And whereas, this Legislature has 
been further informed by communications from the State of 
Virginia, of the refusal of the Governor of the State of New 
York, to surrender to the authorities of the State of Vir- 
ginia, certain other fugitives from the justice of the latter 
State, on demand duly made of the Governor of the said 
State of New York, by the Governor of said State of Vir- 
ginia. And whereas, the offence charged against all said 
fugitives from justice, was larceny, in feloniously inveigling, 
stealing, taking and carrying away, certain. slaves: And 
whereas, the counsel and co-operation of this and. all the 
other slave-holding States of this Union have been asked in 
the premises, to the end that our common and peculiar : 
interests may not be prejudiced by the action of our sister 
States, not interested in, but opposed to the institutioa of 
domestic slavery, therefore, 
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“Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Missis- 
sippi, That:the right of the executive authority of one State 
to demand fugitives from justice of the executive autliority 
of another State; and'the duty of the latter to.surrender such 
fugitives upon such demand, is a right secured by the terms 
of the Federal. Compact, a right. which cannot be denied 
without a palpable violation of the Constitution, and a right 
which no ‘State Legislature can annul, evade or impair. 

“ Beit further resolved, ‘That the attempt of the Governor 
and Legislature of Maine, and the Governor of New York 
to evade, impair and. deny that-right, is deemed by ‘this 
Legislature an outrage upon the chartered rights of Vir- 
ginia and Georgia, and a precedent full.of danger to all the 
slavé-holding States. i E 

“Be it further resolved, That this State will make common 
cause with any of her sister States, whose rights have been 
or may hereafter be invaded as aforesaid, in any mode: or 
measure of resistance or redress necessary for their or our 
protection. ZEE 

“Be it further resolved, That the Governor of this State 
be requested to transmit copies of the foregoing preamble 
and resolutions, to the Governors of the several States, and 
to each of our senators and representatives in Congress.” 

On motion, . 

The report was received and agreed to.: 

Mr. Offutt made the following report, to wit: 

Mn. Speaxer—The committee to. whom was referred the 
subject of the public. printing, with instructions to investi- 
gate and report on the same, ask leave to REPORT: 

“That from the testimony taken before the committee, 
they have learned that the laws of this state, passed in 1840,* 
and journals of the Legislature of the same-year, were ta- 
ken beyond the limits of the state, and to the city of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, to be printed; and that the printing was there 
executed by Messrs. Morgan and Jones. . That the cause 
assighed for their not having been printed within this state, 
was the depreciation of our currency, and the determination ` 
on the part of the journeymen employed by the public 
printer, not to receive funds in payment for their .services, 
of a greater depreciation than fifteen per cent. discount. 

Your committee are -astonished that the officer of this 
Legislature, elected to perform the important duty of print- 
ing its proceedings, should have conceived himself authori- 
zed, or at liberty, to have the duties imposed on him by 
virtue’ of his appointment, performed im another state ; 
especially, when by.so doing, he obvicusly disregarded the 
law of the land, there being an express enactment in our 
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statutes, requiring, that he -shall “have and keep open a 
printing office, at the seat of government, sufficiently sup- 
plied with good materials to perform the duties of his office, 
and that “he.shall deliver the laws and journals well pressed, 
folded and stitched, within thirty days after the adjourn- 
ment of the Legislature, to the Secretary of state." Your 
committee are further surprised, that (from the testimony 
adduced,) the only motive which actuated your ‘officer to’ 
an act in violation of law, and to :the injury of your own 
citizens, who had collected to the seat of government ‘for 
the purpose of executing the printing, and who they con- 
ceive should ever be first encouraged and patronized,. ap- 
pears to have been that of pecuniary gain; particularly, 
when it is recollected that at its last sitting this Legislature 
was exceedingly liberal, not to say extremely prodigal, in 
approrriating more than twenty thousand dollars for said 
officer, and also that the persons employed by him to exe- 
cute the work, had up to the time of its removal, received 
the currency of this state at par. 

From extensive investigation, and the examination of ma- 
ny gentlemen, (practical printers,) your committee confi- 
dently believe, that the printing of last year, for which an 
appropriation was made, could have been executed for less 
than one-fourth of the amount of said appropriation. 

Your committee learn, from witnesses examined, that 
the manuscript copies of laws, passed last year, have been 
in possession of the Secretary of state, and in his office from 
the time that they were passed and approved; but they are 
of opinion that the original manuscript journals of this House 
have, in violation of the 17th section of the 3d article of the 
Constitution, which declares that “each House shall keep a 

journal of its proceedings," been taken beyond the limits 

of the state, and carried hundreds of miles from her bor- 
ders by the printer of the Legislature, where they re- 
mained for more than one-half of the past year, in the 
possession of irresponsible individuals, over whom the au- 
thorities of our state have no control, and thus depriving 
her, and the people, of records which should be preserved 
sacred in our own archives. 

As to the manner in which the laws and journals have 
been printed, on which it has been made a part of their du- 
ty to report, your committee remark, that they have on ac- 
count of other urgent engagements, hastily examined the 
same and have found a number of errors, 

In conclusion, your committee will observe, that they do 
not doubt that the cost on the treasury, for public printing, 
has been extravagant to a degree incompatible with the 
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spirit and- principles of a republican: government, and in 
view of the difficulties of the.state, and pecuniary embar- 
rassment.and ‘distress of. the people, they respectfully, but 
earnestly recommend. reform, retrenchment and economy 
in that department; to. this end, and to prevent subsequent 
abuses, they report the following. bill, . dads 2d 

E ME H. A. OFFUTT, Chairman. 

On motion, - ;; E Sup 

The report of the committee was received-and agreed to. 

The bill reported by the select committee, to wit: —— - 

A bill to be-entitled “an act for the appointment of State 
Printer," i 

Was read the first time. 

Mr. Wilcox, from the select committee to whom was 
referred so much of the .Governor's message as relates to 
Tariff, &c., made the following report: | 

Mn. SpeaxEr:—The select committee, to whom was re- 
ferred *so much of the Governor's message, as relates to 
communications from other States, (with the accompanying 
documents," have had under consideration the communi- 
cation from. the State of Connecticut, relating to the pro- 

‘tection of domestic industry by the General Government, 
and the communication of the State of Alabama, responsive 
thereto, and have instructed me to l 

E. REPORT, 

The accompanying preamble and resolutions, the adoption 
of which.your commiitee respectfully recommend. : 

. Your committee have preferred a brief illustration of the 
doctrines asserted in the accompanying resolutions, to an 
elaborate argument in defence of them.. The propositions 
are believed to be self-evident. If they are not so; if your 
committee have inisconceived the true intent-and meaning 
of the constitution upon the question involved, and have 
mistaken what is due to justice, and to the wants and inte- 
rests of different portions of this Union, they cannot hope 
to fortify. their positions by any reasoning or facts which 
are not already familiar to the Legislature and the people. 
"he subject.matter of these resolutions, has engaged the 
attention, aud called forth the energies of the best minds in 
the country, for the last half century ; and the diseussion and 
action upon it, has excited the most thrilling interest in all 
parts of our Union, since the adoption of the tariff of 1816. 

It is a matter of deep regret, that tlie action of the Fede- 
ral Legislature upon this subject has been essentially affected 

y tempórary causes, and controlled by motives of interest 
and expediency. The heavy debt entailed upon our Gov- 
ernment by the war of the revolution, and enhanced by our 
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. | . 
second contest with Great Britain, as well 'as the inconve- 
riences resulting, during the latter period, from a want of - 
fabrics theretofore principally imported, and which could, 
during the continuance of the war, be neither manufactured 
at home, nor obtained from abroad; as well as a spirit of 
mistaken and disastrous liberality towards those, who, when 
our ports were. closed, and our commerce destroyed, had 
invested a portion of their capital in domestic manufactures, 
conspired to clog the subjects of revenue and protection 
with unnatural embarrassments, and to prevent their settle- 
ment upon the true principles of the constitution, of wisdom, 
justice, and sound policy. | . 

Your committee can find apology for the introduction, 
and, to some extent, the sanction of the protective system, 
only in the circumstances above recited. For, at that pe- 
riod, as well as at present, we find the advocates of discrim- 
inating duties, under the sanction of the constitutional au- 
thority vested in the Federal Government, “to regulate com- 
merce,” carrying the incidental beyond the primary power; 
while those who based their reasoning upon the express 
power “to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and ex- 
cises," seem utterly to have disregarled the general spirit 
of the constitution, to have overlooked the condition of the 
country at the time of its formation, and to have been ready 
to trample upon the unvarying equality of right, which is the 
pervading and distmguishing characteristic of that instru- 
ment. And all experience has shown, that a written,as well 
as any other constitution may, by a forced and interested con- 
struction of its terms, be made broad enough to cover any 
scheme, which the caprice-or the interest of a legislative 
majority may dictate. 

Had the question of the power of Congress to impose 
discriminating duties upon importations, for the encourage- 
ment or protection of domestic manufactures, been brought 
forward for settlement, divested of extrinsic, and embar- 
rassing, but temporary circumstances, and could that ques- 
tion have been subjected to no other scrutiny than that .of 
reason, your Committee think they may, without unjustly 
impugning the integrity or the patriotism of those to whose 
action it was submitted, hazard the assertion, that-different 
constitutional views would have prevailed, and a more wise, 
just and salutary policy would have been established. 

Many of our wisest statesmen, wlio, in 1816, yielded in 
the arrangement ofa tariff, primarily, for revenue, to the 
discriminating and protective principle, as an incident, have 
lived to discover and avow their error; and since the em- 
barrassments of a foreign debt are overcome, and the sub- 
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ject divested: of, extrinsic. considerations, are: acting upon’ 
those principles of--just and strict-construction .of. the Con- 
stitution, which should -never have been yielded to expe+ 
diency or temporary interest. uso 
But should we. concede, (which your. committee can ne- 
ver do). to. the Federal Government, the right to impose dis- 
criminating duties upon articles of foreign growth or mant- 
facture, with a view: ta. the protection and encouragement 
of our own, past experience too. conclusively shows. that 
we cannot safely rely. upon an uniformly wise, judicious 
and impartial exercise’ of, that power. On the contrary, 
and in consequence of the great extent of our territory, and 
the diversified interests of our citizens, discriminating duties 
have never failed to operate as a bounty upon one portion 
of the country, and a tax upon the other. - 
Evils of such magnitude, burthens'so heavy and oppres- 
sive as have flowed from,.and been imposed by, the exer- 
cise of this assumed; power, surely should not he inflicted 
upon the country, or upon any portion : of, it, but for. the; 
purpose of attaining more important and indispensable eb- ` 
jects and higher ends, than any contemplated by the advo- 
cates or apologists ofthe protective system.. These eviis 
have heretofore fallen,. almost . exclusively, upon the south- 
ern or planting interest; and they have been imposed against 
the steady and earnest remonstrance of the répresentatives 
of that interest, for the last fifteen years, . No special pro- 
tection of that interest, has ever been asked of the General 
Government: and your Committee feel well assured that no 
considerations of gain or. advantages will ever induce the 
south to ask. for, or consent to the imposition of unequal and 
onerous.burthens upon our northern bretliren, for the spe- 
cial protection or.advancement of southern interests. 
By the operation. of the tariff of 1828, the: south paid. 
tribute to. the northern capitalists, to the annual amount of 
millions of dollars, in the shape of diseriminating duties up- 
on articles of indispensable use, and universal consumption, 
in the planting interest... Now that .this .burthen has been 
mitigated; and to a considerable extent’ removed, by the 
operation of what is commonly. called the “Compromise . 
Act,” it can hardly be expected that the south, with a full 
remembrance of the excited feelings and bitter experience 
of the past, will again consent.to come under the yoke, and 
quietly bear the burthen.of unequal, interested and sectional 
legislation. ` Her. just and. equal proportions of the public: 
burthens; be they never so: oppressive, she will bear with 
uncomplaining fortitude. ‘She will, in the opinion of your 
Committee, prefer the. collection of -a public revenue; equal 
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to the wants of the Government, be that amount great or, 
small, by a tariff upon importations—such a plan being, in 
the opinion of your Committee, liable to fewer objections, 
and combining greater advantages, than any others But 
we should hold any public servant up to merited repre- 
hension, who would consent to a further recognition of tlie 
discriminating, or to any material departure from the ad va- 
lorem principle. Upon the latter principle, taxation, ade- 
quate to any exigency, will be cheerfully submitted to; up- 
on the former it should be resisted, no matter how inconsi- 
derable its amount, or how specious its pretexts. 

Your Committee can in no wise admit the necessity of 
protection by bounties, or restrictions, of any particular in- 
terest. Such a system is opposed to all just principles of 
government, and the soundest maxims of political economy. 
Common observation, as well as common sense, teaches us, 
that while each branch of industry is open to all our citi- 
zens, and they left free to invest their labor or their capital 
in such manner, and to such extent, as their views of inte- 
rest or expediency may dictate, investments will readily be 
made in the production and manufacture of such articles as 
yield a profit; in which case, no protection is needed but, 
such as the general laws never fail to extend to person and' 
property. No other description of investment, and no de- 
partment of business which is intrinsically unprofitable, 
deserves protection, and should never be sustained by a tax 
upon other interests. Some of the legislation of this State, 
and great private sacrifices, have been directed to the esta-. 
blishment of direct exportation of our produce from our 
own, to foreign ports, and the direct importation of foreign 
merchandize. The total failure of ali these attempts, some 
of them persevered invwith a spirit and: determination de” 
serving a better fate, have shown, conclusively, how fruit- 
less it is to contend against natural causes, ang how impos- 
sible it is to resist the established laws of trade and -com- 
merce. Gradually, and in process of time, our manufac- 
turing interests will acquire a pérmanent and imposing im- 
portance; and this will happen, as soon as it will be.desira- 
ble, without taxing other and paramount interests. — | ; 

Nor can your committeé admit.that the planting interest 
is compensated for burthens imposed upon it for the protec- 

~ tion of domestic manufactures, by the advantages of a home 
market, which such manufactures create for our great agri¢ 
cultural staple. We need no such market. It-can afféct | 
the value of our products, only by competition with, foreign 
markets. For that purpose, it is, and: must long continue, 
far too inconsiderable; and, in fact, no competition can pet- 
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manently. elevate or depress the prices of those, products, - 
Those prices depend upon causes very remotely, if at all, 
connected: with the subject under consideration. -. 2 

These brief suggestions, by your committee, are ventured 
upon, not in diréct response. to views. specifically set forth 
in the: communications under consideration; hut as the subs 
ject is évidently about to be foréed:again upon. the consider 
ration of the country, it is deemtd expedient, that it be now: 
so fully considered, as.to require no future specific action by : 
the legislature of Mississippi. 

Your committee ask to. be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. o 

All of which is respectfully: submitted. — . : 

GUSTAVUS. H. WILCOX, Chairman. 


Wuereas, The General Assembly of the State of Connee- 
ticut, at its May session, A. D. 1840, adopted certain reso- 
lutions approbating the. policy of a protective tariff by the 
Federal Government; and whereas, the General Assembly - 
of the State of Alabama, has adopted certain resolutions re- 
sponsive thereto, and disapprobating the policy and denying 
the constitutionality of such: protective. tariff: all of which 
resolutions have been laid before. this. legislature, and an 
expression of its opinion upon the. subject matter thereof 
desired; and whereas; due courtesy to our said sister states, 
as. well as the magnitude of the interests involved in, and 
the exciting nature of the subject matter of said-resolutions, 
renders an expression of opinion, in the premises, by this 
Legislature, desirable and proper: therefore, 

‘Be it resolved by the Legislature: of- the State of Missis- 
sippi, That the imposition, by the.Congress of the United; 
States, of discriminating. duties upon articles of. foreign 
growth or manufacture, for the purpose of encouraging and 
protecting. the: growth or manufacture. of corrésponding àr- 
ticles at home, at the expense and to the detriment of other 
domestic interests, is a policy unwise, unequal and unjust, 
and is not warranted, by the spirit of the Federal Constitu- 
tion. P o 

Be it further resolied, That à tariff of duties upon impor- 
tations, should be imposed for: purposes of revenue only; 
that the revenue raised thereby should not exceed the ordi- 
nary and economical expenditures of the Federal Govern- 
ment, and that such duties should -be comparatively heavy 
upon articles of luxury, and light upon articles of indispen: 
sable necessity and universal consumption. $i 

Be it further resolved, That .no'branch:of domestic indus- 
try, arid. o description of:doméstic investment, which i&/al- 
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ready profitable, needs special protection; and that none 
which is unprofitable deserves it. 
Be it further resolved, That his excellency, the governor, 
- be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing preamble 
and resolutions to each of our Senators and Representatives - 
in Congress, and to the governors of the several states of 
th's Union; and that our Senators be instructed and our 
Representatives requested, to use all honorable means to ' 
sustain the principles therein set forth. 


The preamble and resolutions reported by the select com- 
mittee, 

Were read the first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, 

Ordered that one hundred and twenty copies of the fore- 
going report, with the preamble and resolutions, be printed. 

Mr. Crump, from the committee on propositions and grie- 
vances, ta whom was referred the petition of John Oldham, 
late tax collector of Carroll county, reported that they had 
had the same under consideration, and had instructed him 
to report a bill, to be entitled *an act for the relief of John 
Oldham, tax collector of Carroll county,” 

- Which was read the first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Crump, 

The report of the committee was received ad agreed to. 

Mr. Wilcox, in accordance with previous notice given, 
introduced the following bills, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to secure the rights of appel- 
lants and plaintiffs in error, and for other purposes,” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to reguiate the taking and 
use of depositions in certain cases,” 

Which were read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Sheemaker, 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Barnes, a member . 
from the county of Copiah. 

A bill was introduced by Mr. Thompson, to be entitled. 
*an act concerning the assessor and collector of taxes, for 
the county of T. ppah, : - 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Shoemaker gave notice that he would on to-morrow 
introduce a bill to be entitled “an act relative to the feos 
of sheriffs, and for other purposes,” 

Mr. Cunningham moved to call from the table'a esol: 
tion fixing the time of adjournment for both houses of this 
legislature, E 

Which call was not sustained. 

Mr. Speaker announced that the hour for the considera- 
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tion of the’ orders of "the:day had arrived and as the mes- 
sage from the Senate was declared to have preferences i it: was 
rend, and the: bill froin the Senate” ‘accompanying: the mes- 
sage, to-wit: : 

To be entitled “an se Cala tó am act; to pride 
a remedy against stéam-boats, and other water raft,” 
proved February 90, 1840; and alse, : | 

A bill to be entitled é an act to. ‘change the county: site of 
Leúke coünty,": - Dow | 

Were read the first-time. a S e p 

“And a bill fror the Senate; to-be ciititled “an act for the 
relief of certain tax collectors therein named, ” 

, Was read tlie first time 2, gay em. ee 

“On motion of Mr. Dickson, .- LZ BR 

EM eonstitational rúle requirmg biis- to a read on ahd: 
several days, was suspended, and the bill persen i its: Second 
reading... ^ 3.4% AS LE 
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Mi; Dickson moveéd'a further suspensiotrof the rule esto, tlie ` 


end that the bill: might ‘be fead a third time, E 
Which did not prevail — ~. A A 
"The special orders of the day. coming up for consideration, 
Mr. Boon moved their Eu pension, É 
Which was lost: ' : js 
The House proceeded. with the specu. order of the ed; 

to wit: 

-KAn act to change the tithe : of- rétuiming executione; and 

for other purposes,” ' E. 

» Which passed-its second: reiding. 


Mi, Rünüels moved ‘to postpone ds further considera” 


tion of the bill until to-morrow at 12 Oelock, " 4 Boi] 
Which motion was nof carried, | ^ " . ^ to 
On motion of Mr. Runnels; ` US pes 
A call of the House'was ordered, and it appeared thatthe 
following members were absents. - GOLO akak 
‘Messrs. Dickson, Downes, Draudhaii; Drake, Ellis of Jas: 
per, Fore, Goode, Leggett, Land; Maury, Murchison, : Marsh, 
Norris; Owen, Roberts, Robinson,’ Thomas, wW dtson, Wit 


liamson and Yerger. `>- Roin 
Mr. Runnels moved that the sergennitiatarms be “ordered 
to procure: the ‘atténdance of the absentées, ' ` SEINE 


Which ‘motion vas not carried;^ +- - S x ue 
Wheréupor-the call was suspended, | Pac 
And the following amendment of Mr, Besnigon read - 
on motion adopted, to wit: - 7 MELLE 
Amend the first section by adding: “and tlie'tnobey shall 
be made ‘at the retiirn of the execution; ón the frstiMonday 
of February, and oe defendant shall not be&llówed té 
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benefit of any.stay or forthcoming pone: e delivery ot 
property on any such executión,?, | | 

Mr. Bradford moved .to re:xconsider. E vote upon Ms. 
Besangon’s amendment, Lr 

And upon said motion, ^  .. M 

Mr. Runnels called for the, aye es and roes, . oH 

Which being susteined. by the requisite number; were p 
dered, and are as follows; .. 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen .of Hinds, Allen of Marshall, Bar 
ringer, Baldwin, Bradford, Burrus, Billups, Binford, Boone, 
' Cook; Crump, Cunningham, Durham, Dunn, Evans, Goode, 
Harrison, Inge, Jenkins, Lemly, Leake, Means, Mount, 
Murchison, Moore, Mabry, Matthews, Magrauder, Norris, 
Offutt, Rayburn, Ruff, “Runnels, Shoemaker, Stewart, 
Thompson, Tompkins, W ileox, Watkit.s aad. Wood— 39. 

Noes—Messrs. Besangon, Bynum, Cole, Draine, Ellis of 
Copiah, Ellis of Newton, Finley, Fore, Frost, Graves, 
Grinstead, Harrington, Holland, Johnson, Jones;. Kilgore, 
Lowe, Moody, McGowan, Turner and Wagster-—22., Re 

So the motion to reconsider was agreed tos, 

Mr. Runnels moved to reject the e amendment offered by 
Mr. Besançon, 

Upon which the ayes and noes were called for by three 
members; and.crdered.. "M 

'Those who voted in the affirinative are 

Messrs.. Allen of . Hinds, . Acker, Baldwin, . Bradford, 
Burrus, Billups, Binford, Boone, Cook, Cunningham, 
Crump, Dickson, Durham,. Dobyns, Dunn, "Evans, Finley, 
Fore, Field, Goode, Harrison, Inge, Jenkins, Lemly, Means, 
Mount, Murchison, Moore, Mabry, Magrauder, Offutt, Ruff 
Runrels, Smiley, "Shoemaker, Stewart, Thompson, Tomp- 
kins, Wilcox, Watson, Watkins and Wood—42. — :. 

Those. who voted in .the negative are -: 

Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Barringer, Besangon, Bell; 
Bynum, Cole, Draine, Ellis. of Copiah,. Ellis. of Newton, 
Foster, Frost, Graves, ‘Grinstead; Harrington, Holland, 
Johnson, Jones, Kilgore, Leake, Lowe, Moody, MAUI 
McGowan, Rayburn, Turner and Wapatet ede mE 

So the amendment.was rejected. . Be 

Mr. Ellis of Newton, proposed to amend the bill, by- 
striking out all after the enacting clause, and insert “that no 
execution shall issue upon any judgment piada fanden 
in any-court.of law insthis State”... gt od 

On motion of Mr. Ma grauder, Wl i u.c en 

" Said.amendment was DEREN 

Mr. ‘Tompkins moved. to emend by striking out the oth 
and 7th sections of said bill, . ——— 
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Which was lost, dut ad qx 

The question then recurring upon. ES 5$ oltüsor?s. motion. 
for ia indefinite Rostponem: ent of. Be m pede. on Satir- 

ay last, ii "^ 

Ms. -Ellis of Copiah, called for. the. ayes ‘and ‘no noes; oe 

And thé call being..sustained by the. requisite, number, 
Ithey were ordered, and are.as follows:: | .. hs 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen. of. Marshall, Barringer;, Besangon, 
Bell, Bradford, Burrus, . Billups, Binford, Boone, . Bynum,. 
Cook, Coles Crump, ‘Cunning im, Durham, ,Draine, . Junn, 
Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of Newton, Evans, Finley, Foster, 
Field, Frost; Grayes, Grinstead, Goode, ‘Harrington, "Har L 
son, Holland, Ínge Je enkins, Johnson, Jones, É gore, Lowe;: 
Megans, Moody,. [oore, Matthews, McGowan, Norris; Ray- 
burn, Smiley, Stewart; Turner, "Tompkins, Watson, Wa ao 
ster and Wood —49. 

Noes-—Messrs. Allen of. Hinds,. Dicksorl,. Dobyns: Fore, 
Lemly, Murchison, Mabry, Maury, Offutt, pani Shoe: : 
maker, Thompson and Watkins—14.... . . à 

So the bill was indefinitely postponede.; oy ps; 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. iode their ge A 
tary’, viz: 

Ma. Serpent The President of the Senate; did on this 
day sign bills of the following titles, to witz.. , 

2t = in reference to; the board of police of the gon 
of Smit 

“A resolution granting ! leave. of absence. front Alis stata io 
the Hon. Morgan L. Fitch.” `- OR a 

* An-act,to.repeal an.acf conferring corporate. privileges 
on the citizens of the town of Rodney, and for other Pupo. 
ses.” . o 

“An act foe amend the. several acts incorporating ihe town 
of Salem, in the county of Tippah." . 
` “An act to. preserve the records. of the ‘board of police i in 
thé county of Lowndes,” «. ` : ee a 

« An-act for thê relief of J. M. Elder.” 

“ An act to change the name of Mary. Woodward, fo 
that of Mary Frazier,” 

“An. Ret to. amend. ; the. law as to. leases: of the 16th, 
sections.” MEN. 
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“An act to repeal, an; act ‘entitled. an. act to guard against 
the insolvency of the banks, and moneyed. corporations, in. - 
this state, and to, secure the rights.of creditors thereof, a 
proved 19th May, 1837.” 

“An act for the relief of Oliver C. Brooks." . 

“An act releasing: the claim of the state by. “escheat to; a. 
certa.n tract of land in Warren county.” 


das 


“An act to exempt from sale under execution certain 
property therein mentiéned.” ~” ™ 

"€ An act authorising trustees of ‘section 16; ‘township » i 
range 6, east, to rescind the sale thereof.” 

“An act to-amend ‘the laws relating ‘to injunctions and 
supercedeas bonds and sales in chancery.” 

“An act to tax brokers, and for other purposes.” .- 

«An act further to regulate the elections for trustees of. 
school lands iri the county of Franklin." : a 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary: 
Mr. Senixen—The Senate have passed bills from: the 
House of Representatives-of titles to wit: 

A billto be entided “an act to incorporate the Holly 
Springs Library and Debating Society; i in the county of 
Marshall.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act for. the relief of E M. 
Lynch.” 

The Senate have passed bills of titles to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to secure the collection of 
monies accruing for the benefit of education i in the cum. 
of Amite;" 

A bill to be entitled *an act for the relief of Reubën. 
Leach, of Copiah county;” 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Represeutatives. 

Mr. Watkins moved'that the. House take a 'Tecéss until 
3 o'clock P. M. which was lost. : 

Mr. Graves moved to adjourn until ten tomorrows whieh 
did not prevail. 

Mr. Besangon moved to adjourn, which was nöt earried, x 

The House proceedėd to the consideration of the special 
order of the day, to wit:  - 

‘A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporada the. Holly. 
Springs and State Line Rail Road Company;” `` 

Which was read the third time, and passed with its tide 
as stated. 

"Ordered, that the clerk deliver to the Senate, i in —]: 
ance with their request, made on Saturday last, a copy Of 
the bill to be entitled “an act to provide for the revenue of | 
the: state,” passed by this House at its session in Fenda 

1840. 

Mr: Dickson moved that the House adjourn, which ' wás- 
lost. 

The special order of the day: 

A bill to be entitled. “an act to promote industry, and fot. s 


x 


E 229: = 


e encourdgement ‘of ee bar in. the. ‘state of Missis 
sippi” > Pent.’ à 

"The-question being upon concirring in. the amendments: 
of the Senate to said bill, it was- : --: : 

- On motion of: Mr: Magrander, pd. 

Ordered, that'the.Hoüse concur. ^ | 

Mr. Cromp moved to Aden; which did not ev 

Order of the day; 

A bill to be entitled “an act to divide the: militia. of- jta- 
wamba county into two regiments,” was ER up and read 
a third time, and 2 

On motion of Mr. Rayburn; 

It was referred to a.select committee of MN consisting 
of Messrs. Rayburn, ‘Mabry and Owen. : : : 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorise the administrar 
tor of Martin Colbert, deceased, to.sell real estate, and meke 
titles" thereto, and for other purposes,” was read a oe 
time. 

Mr. Bradford moved to amend by. way of ryder, 1 in, | the 
following words, to wit: “Amend by adding Section. - And 
be it further enacted, That. nothing in ‘this act shall be so 
construed as to release any part of the est-te either personal 
or real, of the said Martin Colbert, deceased, irom the satis- 
faction of his debts.” 

Which was adopted, and the bill pásséd with its title as 
stated. 

Mr. Offutt moved to ias with the rule which pre- 
vented the introduction.of resolutions, &c. durma the con- 
sideration of the, orders of the days 

Which was carried. 

Whereupon Mr. Offutt gave notice, that he would on to- 
morrow, introduce a resolution rescinding the ‘resolution 
passed a few days past, suspending the resolution thar this 
House hold two sessions each day.:- SPa 

A bill to be entitled “an act to o in certain cases 
for the collection of debts due to the state of Mississippi 

Was read the second time. 

Ordered to be ongroniedy and made the or rder of the day 
for to-morrow. 

A bill to be entited “an act for the reliof of Robert L. 
Matthews,” 

Was read the third iine and passed with i its, title as ated 

A bill to be entitled * am act to quiet.land land titles to 
the rightful owners of land in the state of iai DA gi 

Was read the second uim and. i 
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On motion, : 
Referred to the committee on the didici: 
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‘Ac bill to be entitled * an act. to authorize Levi W: Moore 
to build a toll bridge across the Chichasawha river,” 5 Vie 
. Was read the-second time... .: fea uo s. DÃO 
On motion ef Mr. Holland, i 

The constitutional rule was suspended, the bil read: a 
third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

A bill to be entitled. “an act for the benefit of securities 
and endorsers of bonds, bills, promissory notes, and other 
evidences of debt,” . 

“Was read a second time, and - 

Oa motion of Mr. Thompsen, 

Was referred to ə select committee of three, consisting 
of Messrs. Thompson, Matthews and Tompkins. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the practice upon 
writs of error and appeals in the High Court of Errors and 
Appeals, and for other purposes,” and the bill to be entitled 
“an act to direct the practice and proceedings in suits, Sec: 
&c.,” 

Were each read the second time, and 

On motion, 

R-ferred to the committee on the judiciary. 

The bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of David 
Shelton,” | 

Was read a second time, and m 

On motion of Mr. Mount, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was dispensed with, ‘and the bill read the third 
time, and passed with its title as ‘stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act entitled 
an act to repeal the fifteenth section of an act entitied an 
act further to extend relief to debtors, passed the 23d day of 
January, 1 824, and for other purposes," approved February 
8, 1827, | 

Was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, o 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

The bil to be entitled “an act concerning sheriff a com- 
missions," = 

Was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Maury, 

Referred to a select committee of three, consisting ‘of 

Messrs. Maury, Draughan and Billups. ~ o 


The bill to be entitled * an act to perfect titles 1 under e ex- 
ecutión sales,” us 


Was read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Watkins, 
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"Ordered to be: engrossed and made. the order: of the ay 
for to-morrow. Aa 

The “resolution próposing to charge the fourth ad. 

and fourteenth and twenty-third séction of the constitution,” 

Was réad the second time, when: . >=. > E : 

- On motion of-Mr. Graves, D Pr ES 

The House adjoutned. " po die | ER E 


TUESDAY, EP 19, 1841. 


On motion of Mr. Boon: - “o É l 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Matthews, à mem- 
ber from Tishemingo county. 

Mr. Owen asked and obtained permission to- revord his’ 
vote against the amendment proposed by the gentleman: 
from Lowndes, to the bankrupt resolutions under considera- 
ticn on Saturday taste and in favor of the adoption of said 
resolutions. f 

Mr. Besaricon pressated the petition of Wm. Á. Harper, 
praying the passage of “an act legalizing the use of his 
name, "and for other purposes,” which, 

“On motion-of Mr. Besangon,- UE. 

Was referred to a select- committee of three, consisting 
of Messrs. Besangon, Harrison dnd Graves. 

‘Mr. Shelby presented the petition of the assessor and. 
collector of the county of Coahoma, “for additional allow- 
ance for taking the census of- said cóunty; and the claim. of | 
the sheriff of “Said county for ` services rendered the state; 

which, ` i : l 
On motion, DE | 

Were referred to thé committee on dine si 

Mr. Murchison presented the claim of Le Pitcher; for 
services às commissioner in: the examination of the Agricul- 
tural Bank of "Mississippi, which, 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, ` 

. Was referred to the committee on claims: 

Mr. Totapkins ‘presented the-claim of Isaac H. Hay, for 
services rendered as prósecuting attorney at the A pril ter, 
1840, of the Circuit Court of- Bolivar county; rd o 

On motion, ^" :! As 

Was referred to the: committee on claims: RR | 

Mr. Runiels presented the pétition of "Thomas Graves, 
praying the Passage of ati act for his relief, which, 

Upon motion cf Mr. Rurinels, 


Was referred to a select committee of three, consisting: 
of Messrs. Dickson, Norris and Dunn. 

Mr. Wood; frcm the select committee to whom: “was re- 
ferred the petition of Joseph N. Brogard, and others, re» 
ported that they had had the same under consideration, and 
had instructed him to report. a bill tó-be entitled “an act 
supplemental to an aet entitled “an act to incorporate the 
President and Trustees of the Roman Catholic Society of 
Christians, in the city of Natchez and its vicinity, and for 
other purposes," passed February 6, 1818, 

Which was read the first time- 

. On motion, 

The report was received and agreed to; 

Mr. Nonis submitted the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be request- 
ed to farnish this House with a statement of the objects for 
which he expended the contingent fund for the years 1839 
and 1840, particulaly specifying’ each item of. expendi- 
ture. 

The ayes and noes being called for by the constitutional 
number, were ordered, and are as follows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Barfin- 
ger, Baldwin, Bell, Bradford, Burrus, Billups, Binford, 
Boon, Bynum, Cole, Crump, Dickson, Durham,, Draine;. 
Dobyns, Draughan, Duna, Ellis of Copiah,, Ellis of Jasper, 
Ellis of New.on, Evans, Fore, Fiel id, Frost, Grinstead, 
Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Holland, Inge, Jenkins, 
Johnson, Jones, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, 
Maury, Means, Murchison, Moody, Moore, Mabry, Ma-. 
grauder, MeGowan, Norris, Offutt, Owens, Ruff, Robin- 
son, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, 'Tur- 
ner, Terrell, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, " Watson, Wag- 
ster, Watkins, and Wood#-67. 

Noes—Messrs. Rayburn, and Roberts. m 

So the resolution was adopted. ' | 

Mr. Offutt, in accordance to previous notice, introduced. 
the following resolution, which was adppted, to wit:  . 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted. on Wednesday 
last, in the following words—“ Resolved, that the resolution 
requiring this House to meet at 10 and 3 o'clock, be sus- 
pended, and that, hereafter, when it adjourn.it acjourn to- 
meet at 10 o'clock, A. M.”—be rescinded. : 

Mr. Dobyns, by leave, introduced a preamble and resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, relative 
to the manumission of certain slaves named in. the last. will 
and testament of Isaac Ross and Margaret A. Read, 

Which was read the first. times. . 


3 283, 
-On motion . of Mr. Dobyns, ... *. ; + as 
The constitutional rule requiring. bills. to je. read. on three. 
several days was dispensed. With. and the resolution. was 
read-a second time.  . ui 
Mr. Crump moved that thè farther eonsiderstion of the 
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resolutions be, postponed. until -to-morrow; and: made the ' 


special order of the day for.12 o'elock, 
Which was lost. - f "e 
On motion of Mr. Dobyns, 


'The constitutional rule was further dispensed: with and 


the resolutions read. a third-time, and passed. 
Ordered, that the clerk inform the Senate of the same. . 
Mr. Wilcox introduced the following preamble and reso- 
lution, to wit: a preamble and, resolution concerning the 
Honorable John .McKinley, one: of. the judges of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, , i 
Which were read the first time. i E 
Mr. Crump introduced a resolution providing for the sus- 
pension of the constitutional rule which prohibits the intro- 
: duction of bills containing the same substantive matter em- 
braced in a bill or act introduced at any preceding day of 
this session of this legislature, so as to admit the considera- 


- tion of the following subjects, to wit:. Banks and Banking, . 


as embraced in the act entitled “an act requiring the several 
bans ofthis state to pay specie, and for” other purposes; 
the act entitled “an act for the suppression of : tippling 
houses, and preventing. the odious vice of drunkenness;" 
and the act entitled “an act for the valuation of property, 
and in relation to mortgages and. trust deeds;” which, 

:- On motion of Mr. Durham, ` > l 

Was laid upon the table... 

Mr. Maury, from the select committee to o whom was re- 
ferred a bill to'be entitled “am act concerning dd í 
commissions,” reported said bill wita amendments. - 

On motion of Mr. Maury, . 
. The report of the committee was received and agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Roberts, . 

The further consideration.of said bill was postponed and 

made the special order of the day for 12 o'clock tomorrow. 


M+. Tompkins, by leave, introducéd a- bill to be entitled: 


“an act to regulate the. fees of certain officers there named 
and for other purposes,” we Oh 
Which was read the first time, and, a 
On motion of Mr. Tompkins, 
Ordered, that the constitutional rule requiring bills to’ be 
read on three several ane be suspended, to the end that 
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the bill be read a second time by its title, and bé ‘engrossed 
and made the dfder of the'day for to-morrow. ` 

‘Mr. Yerger; by leave, made a report from the selectiéome. 
mittee to whom was referred so much of the Governor's 
message as relates to State bonds, “Which is in the words 
following, to wit: (accompanied by resolutions) | 

Mn. SrEskER:— The select committee. to vios was re- 

ferred *so much.of the Goverhor's message, as relates to 
State credit, the outstanding bonds of the State, and the 
interest thereon," have had that portion -of the message : 
under consideration, and have giver to it all the reflection ' 
and examination the grave and’ imposing questions it pre- 
sents, demand.. Your committee cannot but regret that 
questions so materially affecting the honor, character and 
dignity of the State, should at any time -arise, but more 
especially that they should have arisen at a time of such 
unusual pecuniary depression as the present. They feel, 
however, that having arisen, they should not be avoided, 
but be met, examined, and decided without fear, faltering, 
or hesitation. 
. The message refers to the consideration of the Legislature, 
two classesof bonds, for the payment of which the faith of the 
Stateof Mississippiis pledged. One, the bonds issued andsold 
to pay the subscription of the State for stock in the Plant- 
ers’ Bank of the State of Mississippi. The other bonds 
issued in payment of the State's stock in^ the Mississippi 
Union Bank. 

Your committee think it important to a right presenta- 
tion of the questions involved, to make'a plain and distinet 
statement of the circumstances under which the bonds of 
the State were issued; the manner in which they were 
negociated, and the subsequent action of the banks and the: 
Legislature in reference to their sale. 

By the act of the Legislature creating the Planters’ Bank 
of the State, and the various amendments to that act, the 
Governor was authorized to subscribe on behalf the State 
for $2,000,000 of the capital stock of the bank, and to exe- 
cute the bonds of the State, payable to the bank for that 
amount, bearing interest from the time of their negociation 
at the rate of six per cent. per annum, for the payment of 
which the faith of the State was pledged. No other ré 
striction in the sale or these bonds was imposed, but that it 
should be a sale for gold and silver. The act authorized 
the appointment of commissioners, by the bank, to negoci- 
ate ^ sale of the bonds. © The two millions of stock was 
subscribed, and bonds for that amount executed and deliv 
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ered to: the bank. "These bonds wére:sold and: the: proceeds 
paid into: the bank. - The terms upon. which. they-were 
sold; do not appear. from any proofs before your committeés 
our: committee have no doubt but.that they: weré sold 
in strict-conformity. with the. provisions of the bank charters 
The long:silence of the State and of the State's directory 
upon this subject; and. the known character and high stands 
ing of the,commissicners entrusted bythe bank-to negociate 
the:sale of the bonds, leaves no doubt. upon the mind of 
your'committee as to the valicity of the.sale. ...The. facts 
that the State of Mississippi: eontinued-after the sale to 
appoint her proper portion of the directory of the Planters’ 
Bank, and that from year to year - the: Legislature acted 
upon: “and recognized the interest of the State in: the Plant- 
ers’ Bank to the’ extent of the.two millions of stock sub. 
scribed, amount to proof conclusive in the-opinion ef your 
committee, that the cormmissioners: in the sale of the State 
bonds issued on account of the Planters’ Bank, conducted it 
strictly within the restrictions of the charter.. 
-~ So far then as the bonds of the: State issued and sold to 
pày for the State's stock in the Planters’ Bank are con: 
cerned, there is not the slightest’ pretence for a refusal to 
pay, growing out of the mánner in which they were nego- 
ciated. 

. These bonds were issued n. sold to carty out at that 
time. a favorite and cherished policy of the State of Missis- 
sippi. In the management of the:bank, and the disposition 

the proceeds of the bonds after the sale, the State had 
hei voice in the directory; and from year to -year through 
agents.of her own choice, participated in the use made e 
these proceeds. 

These bonds were not issued as a means‘of relief to the 
people. They, were issued at a time of general prosperity 
among the people of the State: when. State and indi 
vidual credit was highest, to enable the State herself to par» 
ticipate in an enterprise esteemed. profitable and advanta- 
geous. For these bonds the money was actually received, 
to the amount. and of the kind required by the act of the le: 
 gislature authorizing their issuance and sale. - 

"The prosperity that existed at the time of the i issuance of 
the bonds of the state to the Planter’s Bank continued until 
1837. In the spring of 1837, the suspension of specie pay- 
ments. by the banks throughout the ‘United States, took 
place.- A dark and heavy cloud hung upon the monetary 
affairs of the whole country, zffecting "peculiarly the credit 
` and circulation of the state of Mississippi.’ In-this exigency, 
_ the governor of. the state convened the legislature to take 
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counsel. of each other as to what should be done to avert the 
stcrm'so fearfully threatening the. prosperity of the state, 
and devise the best means of furnishing to tlie people a 
- sound circulating medium. This legislature, after mature 
consideration, determined: upon the creation-of a bank; pre- - 
-dicated upon the landed interest of the country; and to ena- , 
ie the citizens subscribing for the stock, to.obtain the means 
of putting the bank in operation, agreed to issue,the bonds 
of the state for, fifteen millions five hundred thousand dol- 
lars, and loan them to the bank. Acting upon this deter- 
mination, the legislature passed the act chartering the “ Mis- 
sissippi Union Bank.” The fifth and sixth sections of the 
act, are in these words: + | l 
“5. Be it further enacted, That in order to facilitate the 
said Union Bank, for the said loan of fifteen million five hun- 
dred thousand dollars, the faith of this state be and is hereby 
pledged, both for the security of the capital and interest, 
and that seven thousand five hundred bonds of two thousand 
doliars each, to wit: eighteen hundred and seventy-five, 
payable in twelve years; eighteen hundred and seventy-five, 
in fifteen years; eighteen hundred and seventy-five in eigh- 
teen years; and eighteen hundred and seventy-five, in twenty 
years, and bearing interest at the rate of five per cent. per 
annum, shall be signed by the governor of the state, to the 
order of the Mississippi Union Bank, countersigned by the 
state treasurer, and under seal of the state; said bonds to be 
in the following words, viz: o. P oS 
$2,000 | ! 

Know all men by these presents, that the state of Mis- 
sissippi acknowledges to be indebted to the Mississippi Union 
Bank, in the sum of two thousand dollars, which sum the 
said state of Mississippi promises to pay, in current money 
of the United States, to the order of the president, directors 
and company, in the: year . with interest at the 
rate of five per cent. per annum, payable half yearly at the 
place named in the endorsement hereto, viz: 

On the of every year until the payment of 

- the said principal sum: in testimony whereof, the governor 

of the state of Mississippi has signed, and the treasurer- of 

the.state has countersigned, these presents; and caused the 
seal of the state to be affixed thereto, at Jackson, this 

in the year of our Lord. 


- 


Governor. `. 
Treasurer. AE. É 
§ 6. Be it further enacted, That the said bonds may be 
transferrable by the endorsement of the president and of the 
cashier of said bank, to the order of any person whomsoever; | 
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or to the ‘bearer; and. thé" said: endorsement shall fix the 
place the said principal and interest. shall-be.paid: and all 
expenses iricurred thereon shall: be-defrayed fiom the funds 
of the bank.” < => a DIO Nl 


ur 


To make valid-the pledge of the State's faith contained.in _ 


the fifth section of. the.charter, a provision in the forty-sev- 
enth section of the charter, was inserted in. these words: 
€T. Be it further enacted, "That. the. fifth section of 
this act, whereby: the faith of: this: state is pledged for the 
payment and redemption of the loan contemplated :by. this 
act, be.reférred tothe next legislature of this state, .in pur- 
suance of the ninth section-of the seventh article of the cons 
stitution;: and that:this act be published under the*direction 
of the governor, in at least three: newspapers in this state; 
for thrce months previous to the-next regular election; and 
that thisagt,. together with the. yeas and nays thereon, be 
entered-on the journals of the Senate and House of. Repre-: 
sentatives.” . NM & | 
- The act -chartering the Mississippi Union Bank containing 
the above -provisions having passed, was approved by. the 
governor so far as tlie action of that iegislature could be res: 
cognized. Pursuant to the provisions of the forty-seventh 
section ot the act, and the requirement of the ninth section, 
and seventh article of the constitution of the state, the act 
was published, and-submitted to the succeeding legislature 
which assembled in January, 1838. At that session of the: 
legislature the act was repassed according to the. constitu- . 
tional requisidons, and on the fifth of February, 1838, re- 
ceived.the signature ‘and approval of the governor.: Thus: 
it is.seen that two legislatures of the state representing the 
views and wishes of the people, authorized the issuance of: 
the bonds and the pledge of the State's faith-for their re- 
demption, under all the observance and sanctions imposed: 
by the constitution. The legislature which assembled - in. 
1838, and repassed the acty-was “fresh from.the people”. 
themselves and: was elected after the people had full time to. 
canvass and decide upon the propriety of the issuance of the 
bonds, and the pledge of the State's faith for their redemp-: 
tion. ^ This sanction :of the legislature of 1838. to the act 
passed in 1837, is the deliberate: expression of the: public. 
will, which it is too late now to:gainsay ór question. 
At.the'session of the Legislature in 1838, an act supple- 
mentary to the act chartering the Mississippi Union Bank . 
was passed, and received the approval of the Governor on * 
the 15th day of February, 1838. In the first section of this: 
Supplemental act, a provision . authorizing the Governor to: 
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subscribe for stock on behalf of. the state in the-Mississippi 
Union. Bank, will be found im these words: . tros cs 
41. Be dt enacted by. the Legislature. of the State of 
Mississippi, That as soon as the books of. subscription for 
stock in the Mississippi Union Bank are opened, the Gov- 
ernor of this State is hereby authorized and required to subs 
scribe for fifty thousand shares.of the stock of the original 
capital of the said Bank; .the ‘same to be paid for out of the 
proceeds of che State bonds, to be executed to the said 
Bank as already provided for in the said charter; and:that 
the dividends and profits whick may accrue. and be declared: 
by the Bank on the said stock subscribed for on behalf of 
the State; shall be held by the said Bank subjeet to the con- 
trol of the State Legislature for the: purpose of internal im» 
provement, and the promotion of education.” ~> . - ji 
Pursuant to this .section, the Governor of: thesState did 
subscribe for the number of shares of stock specified in its - 
The supplemental act conferred on the managers of the: 
Bank the power of appointing commissioners .to sell: the 
bonds, and in the same section defined in a proviso the terms. . 
upon which they should be sold. Lom 
This section is in these words: a de 
§ 9. Beit further enacted, That the President and Di- 
re ¿tors of the said Mississippi Union Bank, or the managers. 
. thereof, shall have ample power to appoint three commise 
sioners to negotiate and sell the State. bonds, provided for : 
in the fifth section of the act incorporating the subscribers. 
to the Mississippi Union Bank, in any market within the: ` 
United States, or in any foreign market, under such rules 
and regulations as may be adopted by said President and 
Directors or managers, not inconsistent with the provisions 
of the charter of said Bank: Provided, said bonds shall not. 
be sold under their par value,.ard that said commissioners > 
shall not accept of any commission or agency from any 
other banking or rail road company whatsoever, for the .dis-: 
posal of any bonds for the raising of money, or act as. agents: 
for the procuring of loans upon the pledge of-real estate for: 
the benefit of any other corporation.” t. uh queri 
The 17th section of the supplemental act changing the: 
appointing power of. the Governor, contained in the.14th.. 
section of the charter, is in these words:. m 
§ 17. Be itsfurther enacted, That so'much of the 14th 
section of the charter of the Mississippi Union Bank as. pro« 
vides for the appointment of a provisional directory, be and. 
the same is hereby repealed, and the ten managers elected:. 
by the provisions of the second section of the charter, shall ~ 
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compose the first gr provisional directory, who;shall.be re. 
quired fo.perform. all the duties: of. the said provisional 
diréctory.in the origifal. charter, and that.the choice.of.à 
president for the said Bank, shall..be confined to their own 
body, ‘and, that. the president: and, directory sa; appointed 
shall. remain-in- office until.they are superceded. by.the eleg- 
tion of- successors by the stockholders, and. by the. Legisla- 
ture,as provided-for i: the charter: . lo ous 
_ After the passage of this supplementalact thé.Legislature; 
by. joint-ballot, elected ten. citizens-of the State of. Missis- 
sippi, as managers of, the Bank just created.. . so. 
< These.managers of the Bank selected from their. gwn body 
à president.and entered upon ‘the duties, required of..them 
by the charter... The requisite amount.of stock having bean 
subscribed, a:demand: was made upon, the Goyernor of ihe 
State for the State’s. bonds for five millions of dollars; which 
were prepared, signed and delivéred to the managers, -Com- 
missioners.were then. appointed; to negotiate-a. sale of the 
bonds. "This duty the-commissioners performed..: The, sale 
was made .on-the 18th of August, 1838, to Mr.-Nicholás. 
Biddle, of Philadelphia, . He wasto pay one million on the 
first of November, 1838, one million on the first of January, 
1839, one. million on.the 1st of March, 1839, one million-on 
the. 1st of. May, 1839, in 1be-city ef New Orléans, and: one 
million in gold.and.silver or their.equivalent,in the city: of 
Natchez, on..the first.of July, 1839,:- The bonds. were put 
lated.for.on the instalments of purchase money... . = 
: Your: committee refer-the, House for greater certainty,.as 
to the. terms of: the -sale, to the documents marked A, B, 


at interest.from:the date of the sale. No interest was-stipur . 


C,,D and E, which are attached] hereto:as:a part of -this. 


report. Ee e of De i : E DM O Mie Male e 

AM the: session.of the Legislature of 1839, a joint com». 
mittee, composed of members of the .Senate.and: House of 
Representatives, was appointed to.examine.and-report upon 
the affairs of. the Mississippi Union Banky: in whose report 
occurs this language:: .., 4:5 te css ts Mc pigs do 

«The examination was.commençed:with: the journal, cone. 
taining all;the proceedings, deliberations, and ordinances: of: 
the board. of managers, from the first meeting. of the: board: 
on the 22d February; 1838, up to the time of -the „come 
mencement öf the. investigation... And your committee 
cannot: refrain from applauding the zeal and spirit of:candor. 


that animated the.board in the difficult and. tedious task of. 


organizing the institution, and which manifested itself in. 


all of their subsequent and multifarious duties, and; feel. a, 


pride in being able. to. testify, thatthe board/of managers 
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have shown, in every attitude in'which they Were placed, à 
painful anxiety to pursue the ‘charter of the bank ‘to the 
letter, and perform their duties with the most. scrupulous 
fidelity. l ' o up 

“After the Governor of the State had made the subscrip- 


tion required of him by the supplement to the charter of. 


the five millions of capital stock allotted to the State, and 
executed in pursuance thereof, the State bonds in favor of 
the banks, the bond' managers took immediate steps to have 
the bonds brought into market, and, to that end, proceeded 
to the appointment of three gentlemen, of known ability, 
as Commissioners, to dispose of them ih any foreign or hcme 
market. The gentlemen selected for. this responsible and 
high trust were Messrs. James C. Wilkins, William Ms 
Pinkard and Edward C. Wilkinson. ‘These gentlemen, duly 
authorized to make a negociation of the bonds, for that pur- 
pose left the State early in July last. But little hopes were 


entertained at the time, of their being successful in their’ 


mission; for it will be remembered, at that time the whole 


circulating medium of the United States was greatly de- . . 


ranged—confidence in the financial abilities of the country 
prostraté—ard no disposition: whatever’ manifested on tlie 
part of the capitalists to make such heavy investments in 
State stocks. Eveu the securities of those States, known 
as unembarrassed, and whose character for credit and pune: 
tuality were well established for years, had sought in. vain 
for the disposal of their securities. Contrary, however, to: 
the expectation of every one familiar with the distressed 
condition of the stock market, a negociation of five millions 
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of the bonds was effected hy the commissioners highly ad : 


vantageous to the State and to the bank, and in accordance 
with the injunctions of the charter, requiring them to be 
sold at par value. A sale-reflecting the highest credit upon 
the commissioners themselves, and bringing timely-aid io: 
an embarrassed community. Mts o 4 

& The disposal of the five millions of the bonds thus effecte 


ed, will elevate our state credit abroad, and introduce favo- 


rably our state securities in a market where they have been 
heretofore, but to a limited extent known, and.pave the: 


way, most auspiciously, to future sales of the remaining’ 
. : o : fo 


t 


ten millions. | J 
«Tt will be perceived that the purchaser of the first se- 


ries of the bonds, was Nicholas Biddle, Esq. of Philadelphias ` 


and the payments on the'same are in instalments of one’ 
million each, on. the 1st days of Ncvember, 1838, and of 
January, March, May and July, 1839. The :four first in- 
stalmerits at the city of New Orleans, and the last at the: 
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city of Natchez, in gold, silver or their equivalent.. The 
trade of our state generally ruling in favor of New Orleans 
where the four first instalments aré made payable, and there 
being large balanc^s against our. state in that city, the bank 
by receiving a moderate premium on the checks drawn 
against these instalments. has enabled our citizens, ata low 
rate of exchange, to liquidate a great portion of their. for- 
eign debt, and at the same time has realized herself ‘a profit 
on the transaction, greater than the difference of interest on 
the bonds (paid by the bank) while the instalments without 
interest dre’ maturing; the result following; that the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the state bonds, in reality, amounts to 
more than their pat value. , Already two of the instalments 
have been promptly met by the purchaser of the.bonds, and 
thé bank has been permitted to draw largely. on the March 
instalment, with a like profit on the exchange drawn against 
ite In the face of these results, a doubt cannot be entertairi- 
éd but that the. sale of the bonds has been made in strict 
conformity with the letter of instrnetions from the board. of 
managers to the commissioners, and in accordance with the 
injunctions of the bank charter," E 
This report was received by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, concurred in, and ordered to be printed. .. 
At the time this report was made, only two of. the instal- 
ments of the purchase money of the bonds had been paid; 
the three remaining instalments had not matured. Since 
that time every instalinent has been promptly paid as it ma- 
tured.. At the session of the Legislature of 1839, there was 
not the slightest manifestation ef disapprobation on the 
part of the representatives of the people, to the terms of 
the sale, nor was there any indication of a wish to rescind 
the contract, because of illegality in the negociation pf. the 
bonds. In 1840 the Legislature again assembled: arid. gave 
no evidence of a dissent to the sale. From the sessidn of 
1839 up to the present session, the Legislature have:hadfull 
cognizance of the whole dealing upon the negeciation of the 
bonds: without evincing the- least disposition. to ‘avoid the 
state's responsibility upon them, E m 
The joint committee in making their report in; 1839,state 
that the advantages derived by the bank by being able to 
‘draw fer exchange upon the instalments at their. points of 
payment, had more than realized the amount: Of interest | 
agreed to be allowed to the purchasers of the bonds : | 
It is‘now proposed that the State of Mississippi, through 
her Legislature shall repudiate the sales of the: bonds, sold 
on account of the Mississippi Union: and Planters’ Banks, 
H 15 
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withdraw the faith of the State pledged for the redemption 
of the bonds, and refuse their payment. i a, 

Upon what principle, either in law or morals, this propo- 
sition so flagrantly outraging the faith of the contract is 
based, your committee are at a loss to determine. |» 

No one pretends that the full value of the bonds sold on 
account of the Planters’ Bank, was not received. Noone 
pretends that there was any irregularity in the sale, nor does 
any person question the perfect legality of the pledge of the 
State’s faith, for their redemption. ! 

The only answer that your committee think it possible, 
any citizen, having a due regard to the honor and character 
of the State of Mississippi could expect, or desire should be 
given to the holders of the bonds sold on account of the 
Planters’ Bank, is, “the State owes the debt, and she will pay 
it. To that she has pledged her faith, and that faith shall 
be preserved inviolate.” 

The evidence furnished to the joint committee at the 
session of 1839, by the managers of the Mississippi Union 
Bank, shows that the sale of the bonds on account of that - 
bank was made on time, and that the payments were to be 
in instalments of one million of dollars each—that the com- 
missioners allowed interest at five per centum at the date 
of the sale. 

This interest would have amounted to about $135,416 
63,. upon the amount of the instalments to the timesof 
their maturity. The evidence furnished shows, that by 
drawing for exchange on the instalments at the respective 
times of their maturity, and at their places of payment, the 
bank has realized a profit cf more than $135,416 63. This 
being so, the sale was evidently at par. The purchaser 
says, “I will pay to you at my own risk, at New Orleans 
and other points, $5,000,000, which by d:awing on you can 
make pay to you at the times and places of payment, $5, 
135,416 63 and more, 3f you will sell to me bonds of the 
State of Mississippi for $5,000,000, running at interest, that 
will yield to me at the same period of time, $5,135,416 63." 
Your committee cannot perceive in what the State of Mis- 
sissippi has been damnified by the negociation. "The bonds 
were issued and negociated to pay $5,000,000 of stock 
subscribed on the part of the State in the M:ssissippi Union 
Bank. "This, by the sale as made, they did. Being so is- 
sued, they belonged to the bank, to be used as par to the 
State and the bank. This par they have brought to the 
State and the bank. The State has five millions of stock in. 
the bank paid for, with her bonds outstanding for that 
amount bearing an interest offive per centum. 
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The bank has received $5,000,000, besides .$135,416..63 
of profits, by drawing for exchange on the points at which 
the purchase money wás made payable. The bank was ré- 
quired to obtain par. for the bonds at the place óf sale; . They 
were sold in Philadelphia. Instead of taking the $5,000,000 
in Philadelphia, she stipulated for the payments at New Or- 
leans and other places. Ifthe bank had undertaken to 
bring the $5,000,000 from Philadelphia, to Jackson in Mig- 
sissippi, it would have cost as much in the risk, costs of in- 
surance and transportation, as the interest dgreed to be al- 
lowed. ` The five per cent. interest reserved on the. bonds, 
did not.cover more than the exchange between the place of 
contract and that of payment. Suppose the. bank had re- 
ceived the $5,000,000 in cash, on the day of sale, then in- 
terest would have most certainly run upon. the bonds. 
To have availed herself of the $5,000,000, it must either 
haye been brought to Mississippi, or drawn upon at Phila-' 
delphia. If brought to Mississippi the costs of insurance 
and transportation would.have been, equal to the interest. 
If drawn upon at Philadelphia, it would only have brought 
what the charter required—par. This they brought under 
the contract made by the commissionérs. | 

But suppose the cominissioners did not obtain par for the 
bonds. In other words, suppose the payments at New 
Orleans had not made up the interest agreed to be allowed 
on the bonds in the way of exchange drawn on them, .the 
transaction would then stand thus: . m 7 


Mississippi Bonds sold on the 18th Au- 
gust, 1833, ene 
Interest on $1,000,000, at 5 per 
cent. to 1st November, 1838, $10,416 66 
Interest on $1,000,000 at 5 per | 
cent. to 1st January, 1839, 18,749 99 
Interest on $1,000,000 at 5 per l 
cent, to 1st March, 1839, . .27,083 33 
Interest on $1,000,000 at 5 per .. .. 
cent. to ist Mays 1839, . 35,415 66 | , 
Interest on $1,000,000 àt 5 per | TD 
cent. to Ist July, 1839, . 43,149 99 a 
| dE — $135,416 63. 


$5,000,000 90 


Amount due on contract of sale, $5,135,416 63 

Which is to be credited by the amount of a A 
money received, as follows: — . 

On ist November, 1838, $1,000,000 00 
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On fsianuary, 1839, 1,000,000 00 


« « March, do. ‘1,000,000 00 
« « May, do. 1,000,000 00 
& « Juiy, do. 1,000,000 00 | 
uS $5,000,000 00 


Balance due for interest, on 1st July, 1839, $135,416 63 
This sum of $135,416 63, if taken from $5,000,000 00, 
would leave $4,864,583 37, in money actually received by 
the Mississippi Union Bank from the purchaser of the bonds, 
which was used by the bink in an adventure in which the 
State was a partner, to the amount of $5,000,000 00. This 
Sum of $135,416 63 of interest, has been more than real- 
ized by the bank, in profits made upon the money of the 
purchaser of the bonds, which she received and used under 
the sanction of the state. = 
. Tte Mississippi Union Bank has already paid the $135,- 
416 63 of interest. This sum is not demanded of tlie state. 
If improperly paid, it cannot be charged to the state, but is 
the loss of the stockholders of the bank. By the charter, 
the bank is to pay the interest out of the profits. If she has 
aid more than she should have done,’ the state stock may 
not be chargeable, but the sale of the bonds is not thereby 
rendered invalid. . l 
The assumption that the state should refuse to pay the 
$4,964,583 37, which her agents received in money upon 
her bonds, because they lost by their contract $135,416 ' 63, 
your committee do not think can be maintained upon the 
principles of good faith and common honesty. Your com- 
mittée are of opinion, and so report, that under this view of 
the case, the state should pay back to the purchaser of the 
bonds, the sum óf $4,864,583 37,actually received, with in- 
terest from the time of its receipt, before she repudiates the 
sale of the bonds, and withdraws her faith pledged for their 
redemption. "AE 
Suppose, however, that the sale of the bonds, in strict 
law, was voidable by the state, (for absolutely void under 
the circumstances it could not be,) your committee are of 
opinion that it was capable of ratification. "d 
The commissioners who sold the bonds, were the agents, 
as Well of the state as the bank. When the sale was made, 
they reported, as appears by the documents accompanying 
this report, their proceedings to the bank. The legislature, 
as soon as they assembled after the sale, were informed by 
the bank, through the report of the joint committee of both 
Houses, of the-terms upon which the sale was made. If any 
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objection was intended to be made to the execution of the 
power by the commissioners, common honesty required it 
of the legislature to object, at that time. Instead of object- : 
ing, We find a committee of both Houses not only approving , 
the sale, but asserting it to have been made in strict accor- 
dance with the provisions of the charter, and greatly bene- 
ficial to the interests of the state: If the sale had been re- 
pudiated then, the contract could have been rescinded upon 
a just and honest basis. The purchaser of. the bords would 
have retained the $3,000,000 00, not then paid to the bank, 
and would have received from: the bank the amount of the 
two instalments paid. The same facts were before the le- 
gislature and the executive, so far as the salé of the bonds 
was involved that now are. "Then was the time for execu- 
tive denunciation, and legislative action. The purchaser of 
the bonds would have been put on his guard, and if he had 
paid the remaining instalments would have been in default 
himself. Instead of warning him of danger, he is rocked to 
repose by our approbaticn of the sale. So far as the rules 
applicable to individual contracts, govern tke case, your 
committee do not entertain a doubt of the perfect legal lia- 
bility of the state upon the contract, by the ratification of 
the sale by the legisiature of 1839. m. 

It is not necessary that a particular act should be done, to 
ratity and confirm the contract of an agent. The silence 
and acquiescence of the principal or party interested, when 
cognizant of all the circumstances, is equivalent to an ex- 
press ratification. Your committee do not think, as is as- 
sumed by his excellency in his message, that a ratification 
of the sale of the bonds, if made for less than par, was ne- 
cessary to be had of two successive legislatures. NC 

If it was, it would be found in the silence of the Legisla- 
ture of 1840, and the approval of that of 1839. 

The restriction upon the commissioners in the sale of the 
bonds, to a sale for par,is in the supplemerital act, and 
constituted no part of the act of the Legislature pledging 
the faith of the state for the redemption of the state bonds. 
That pledge is found in the fifth section of the original act; 
and that act, in the sixth section, authorises a sale and trans- 
fer of the bonds by the bank, without any restriction as to 
price. If it was competent for the Legislature to impose 
the restrictions contained in the 9th section of the supple- 
mentaluct, at one session, it is equally competent fór a suc- 
ceeding legislature to annul or waive these restrictions, and 
ratify a sale of the bonds, if made under the authority of 
the fifth section of theact. No one will deny to the Legisla- 
ture the power of repealing the proviso to the 9th section 
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of the supplementai act imposing this restriction. If re- 
pealed, the power of sale could have been exercised under 
the sixth section of the original act. Itis not necessary 
“that a repeal should be express, it may be by implication. 
This implied repeal, or what was tantamount to it, is found 
in the action of the Legislature of 1839. 

If, as the Governor assumes, a ratification of the sale of 
the bonds could only be made by two successive Legisla- 
tures to charge the state, so was it necessary to impose the 
restrictions of a sale for par, containedin the 9th section of 
the supplemental act, by two Legislatures. The restric- 
tions of this section made an important change in the grant, 
and to the extent of the proviso, was a revocation of the 
general and unlimited power of disposition contained in the 
sixth section of the original act. This revocation of the 
power, could only be done by an act of as high obligation 
as that creating the power. 

Should it be assumed that the action of two Legislatures 
was necessary to impose the restrictions of the 9th.section 
of the supplemental act and to authorize a sale of the bonds 
by commissioners, and that therefore the sale was invalid, 
as there was no power in the commissioners to sell, your. 
committee answer, that the subsequent ratification of the 
sale by the bank alone, without any action upon the part of 
the Legislature, 1s sufficient, under the sixth section of the 
original act, to validate it. There is no principle of law 
better settled than, if one nian does an act in the name of 
another, and, upon being informed of it, that other does not 
dissent from it, but approves it, he is as much bound by it 
asif done by himself, although the person doing the act in 

his name, at the time of doing it, had no authority to act at 
all: 

'The money obtained upon the sale of these bonds, was 
obtained at the solicitations of our own people. "The man- 
ner and terms of obtaining were submitted to their agents 
in the bank, and their representatives in the Legislature, 
and were not only not dissented from, but actually sanction- 
ed and approved. : 

The position assumed by his Excellency, that *one gene- 
ration cannot bind another for its debts," is fully answered 
by the provisions of the Constitution of the State. That 
authorises (whether wisely or not, your committee will not 
say,) an issuance of the bonds of the State, and a pledge 
of thé State's faith for their redemption, under certain sanc- 
tions. In this instance, all the sanctions imposed by the 
constitution were observed, and a charge upon the state 
created, which, if not paid before the present generation 
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pass away, must be taken by posterity with the government. 
Not knqwing how posterity "would act in the premises; 
your committee have not undertaken to report for them, but 
have confined themselves to the duty and obligation impo- 
sed on the generation who created the debt. — 

“is urged that the money received for the bonds has 
been ‘all squandered, and that the debt will be a total loss ` 
to the state. If so, was it the fault or misconduct’ of the 
lerder that occasioned it? 

The bonds were created, and the public faith pledged for 
their redemption, upon a policy of our own, and which, at 
the time of its adoption, received almost universal approba- 
tion. The money was received by our.own citizens—man- 
aged and disposed of by agents chosen by our Legislature, 
from amongst oursel~es. If lent and wasted, it is the fault 
of ourselves, not of the lender. He should not be made to 
suffer the penalty of an ill-advised policy, or a mistaken 
confidence in individuals, upon our part, if such be the fact. 
He parted with his money to those whose capacity to man- 
age it the state had guaranteed,—in an adventure in which 
the state participated. | 

To refuse now to recognize the state's liability upon these 
bonds—to declare their sale invalid, when we have stood 
by in silence, and seen the purchaser of the bonds part with 
millions of his money, upon the faith of the contract, and 
that too at our own solicitation, would, in the opinion of 
your committee, amount to positive dishonesty. It would, 
in the opinion of your committee, cast a stigma upon the 
sovereignty and fair fame of the state of Mississippi, and 
justly make her a byword and a reproach amongst all her 
sister states. * 

Whether the purchase of these bonds was made by Mr. 
Biddle, for himself, or on account of the United States 
Bank, your committee do not know. If it be true that the 
purchase was made for the Bank of the United States, and 
that by the provisions ef her charter, she could not make 
the purchase, and enforce it in the courts of law, the State 
of ‘Mississippi is not the Jess bound, in good faith, to pay the 
bonds. The claim is not made through courts of law; it is 
made to the honor and public faith of the State. To make 
the claim binding on our honor and public faith, it is enough 
to know, that we received and used the money. We knew 
all this, when the legislature. had the subject before them, 
in 1839; "we approved then; and to: disapprove and refuse 
now to pay and carry out the contract, would be nothing 
short of skilful plundering. 

The purchaser of the bonds did not tempt us to borrow 


E 


^ 


248 


money. The State of Mississippi wanted money. She 
sent her agents to him to get it. We received it; and now 
it is urged, that having squandered and wasted it, upon our 
own policy, we should set ourselves upon a technicality, 
and refuse its payment. | 

It is true, the money was to aid in the establishment of a 
bank. But who created that bank? The people of Missis- 
sippi, through their representatives. Who were: the stock- 
holders in that bank? The State of Mississippi and her 
citizens. Who managed the affairs of that bank? The 
chosen servants of the people of Mississippi. 

Your committee. report, that, in their opinion, there is 
not the slightest pretence to refuse the payment of the 
State's Bonds issued on account of the Planters’ Bank; and 
that the pretext set up as suflicient cause for refusing to 
pay those issued and sold on account of the Mississippi 
Union Bank, has been removed, if it ever existed, by the 
action of our Legislature. Your eommittee believe a re- 
fusal to pay either class of bonds, would sully the honor and 
character of the State. 

. Your committee regret, that his Excellency should have 
referred to the causes immediately leading to our revolu- 
tionary struggle, to sustain his position—and as a justifi- 
cation to resistance in the collection of such taxes as the 
Legislature might see fit to levy for the purpose of paying 
the bonds. Itis a part of the early history of our country, 
that the resistance of the tea tax, as it was called, was not ' 
because of the tax itself, but because the tax was laid with- 
out representation, and to pay debts contracted without the - 
consent of our ancestors, by.their representatives. Your 
committee feel confident, that the descendants of a people 
who resisted an arbitrary tax, attempted to be imposed on 
them, without their participation in the representation 
creating the debt and imposing the tax, will submit, with 
cheerfulness, to such taxes as may be necessary to maintain 
the faith of the State inviolate, which has been pledged to 
aid them, by their own immediate representatives. In the 
opinion of your committee, the people of the State of Mis- 
sissippi are high-minded, honorable, and honest, and would 
feel indignant at any action of their representatives, that 
would, in the least, implicate or tarnish the honor and pub- 
lic faith of the State. Your committee believe that, if the 
people of the State were now assembled in this Hall, and 
this question was submitted to them, they would exclaim 
with an united voice, 

“The faith of the State, like her sovereignty, is 
Sacred,”—t it must be preserved ”’? 
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"Your committee beg leave, therefore, to report to the 
House, the following.-resolutions, and recommend their 
adoption: . : ; . | Rs 

Resolved, That the Stat of Mississippi is bound to the 
holuers of the Bonds of the State of Mississippi, issued and 
sold on account of the Planters’ and Mississippi Union 
Banks, for the full amount of the principal and interest due 
thereon. f 

Resolved, That the State of Mississippi will pay her 

Bonds, and preserve her faith inviolate. " 
^. Resolved, That the insinuation that the State of Missis- 
sippi would repudiate her bonds, and violate her plighted 
faith, is a calumny upon the justice, honor and dignity of 
the State. ; 

. J.S. YERGER, 
Chairman of the Select Committee, 
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DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE REPORT. 

| A. | | 
Power of Attorney to TM MM to sell State Bonds. 

Know Yr, That the legislature of the State of Missis- 
sippi heretofore, at the January session thereof, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight kundred and thirty-seven, 
en an act entitled “an act to incorporate the subscri- 

ers to the Mississippi Union Bank," which was approved 

by the governor of the state aforesaid, on the twenty-first 
day of January of the same year, and which was in confor- 
mity to the provisions of the forty-seventh section of said 
act, duly published, and constitutionally referred to the next 
succeeding legislature of said state; and whereas, at a called 
session of the same legislature, in the month of May of the 
year aforesaid, the said legislature passed an act supplemen- 
tal to an act to incorporate the subscribers to the Missis- 
sippi Union Bank, which was approved by the governor of 
said state, on the thirteenth day of said month of May, of 
the aforesaid year; and whereas, the legislature of said state, : 
at the next January session thereof, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, passed and con- 
firmed the said original act first above recited, in conformity 
to the requisitions of the constitution of said state, and the 
same was approved by the governor of said state, on the 
fifth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty eight; and whereas, the said legis- 
lature, last above mentioned, passed.an act entitled “an act 
supplemental to an act to incorporate the subscribers to the . 

ississippi Union Bank,” which was approved by the gov- 
ernor on the fifteenth day of February, in the year of our 
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Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight; and 
whereas, the governor of the state of Mississippi has, pur- 
` suant to the provisions of the said supplementary act, sub- 
scribed in behalf of the said state, fifty thousand shares of the 
capital stock of said bank, and has executed twenty-five 
hundred bonds of the said state of Mississippi for the sum 
of two thousand dollars each, six hundred and twenty-five of 
which are payable twenty years from the fifth day of Feb- 
ruary, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-eight, and are described as follows, to wit: The 
first series dated June the fifth, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, payable February 
the fifth, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty, and numbered one to one hundred and twenty-five; 
the second series, dated June the sixth, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, payable 
the fifth of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty, and numbered one hundred and 
twenty-six to two hundred and fifty; the third series dated 
June the seventh, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-eight, payable February the fifth, . 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty, and numbered two hundred and fifty-one to three hun- 
dred and seventy-five; the fourth series, dated June the 
eighth, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty eight, payable February fifth, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, and numbered 
three hundred and seventy-six to five hundred; and the fifth 
series, dated June the ninth, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, payable February 
fifth, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty, numbered five hundred and on? to six hundred and 
twenty-five; and the remainder of said bonds, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-five in number, and payable twenty 
years from the fifth of February, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, and are descri- 
bed as follows, viz: 

The first series, dated the fifth of June, in the year of 
` eur Lord one thousand eight hund.ed and thirty-eight, pay- 
able the fifth day of February, in the year of our Lord one 
thousend eight hundred and fifty-eight, and numbered one 
to three hundred and seventy-five. The second series, 
dated the sixth of June, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-eight, payable the fifth day 
of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-eight, and numbered three hundred and 


seventy-six to seven hundred and fifty. The third series, 
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dated the seventh of June, in the year of our Lord one’ 
thousand ‘eight hundred: and thirty-eight, payable the fifth 
of Febrüary, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight. 
hundred and fifty-eight, and numbered seven hundred and 
fifty one to eleven hundred and twenty-five. The fourth 
series, dated the eighth of June, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, payable the fifth 
day cf February, in the year of our I ord one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-eight, and numbered éleven hundred and 
twenty-six to fifteen hundred. And the fifth series; dated 
the ninth of June, ih the year of our’ Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-eight, payable the’ fifth of Febru- 
ary, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-eight, and numbered fifteen hundred and one to 
eighteen hundred and seventy-five—all which said bonds 
are made payable to the Mississippi Union Bark, and have ` 
been countersigned by the State Treasurer of the State of 
Mississippi, under the seal of the said State, as required by 
the said act of incorporation first recited. And whereas, 
the President and Directors of the said Mississippi Union 
Bank, duly and legally elected by the Legislature of said 
State, have, in pursuance of the power conferred upon -them 
by the ninth section of the said supplementary act last passed, 
appointed James C. Wilkins, Edward: C. Wilkinson and 
William M. Pinkard, to be commissioners to negociate and . 
sell the said State bonds in any market within the United 
States, or in any foreign market, under such rules and reg- 
ulations as niay be adopted by the said President and Di- 
rectors, not inconsistent with the provisions of the charter 
of said bank; and, whereas, all'of said bonds have been 
endorsed by the said Mississippi Union Bank, attested by 
the official signatures of the President and Cashier of said 
bank, leaving two blanks in: the endótsement on each of 
said bonds, one for the place of payment of the principal 
and interest of the bond, and the qther for the name or 
names of the purchaser or purchasers of. the same, and the 
President and Directors of said bank have delivered ail said 
bonds to the said James C. Wilkins, Edward C. Wilkinson, 
and William M. Pinkard, to be negociated and sold as afore- 
said, according to the provisions and requirements of the 
before recited act and supplementary acts, and are desirous 
to confer on them full and complete power and authority 
to fill the blanks in the endorsements of the said bonds: - 
Now, KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that the said. 
Mississippi Union Bank and the President and Directors 
thereof, for themselves and their succéssors, have made, . 
constituted aiid appointed, dnd do, hy virtue hereof, make, 
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nominate, constitute, and appoint the said James C, Wilkins, 
Edward C. Wilkinson and' William M. Pink»rd, Esqrs., to 
be sufficient and lawful attorneys for and in the name of 
the said Mississippi Union*Bank, to negociate and sell the 
said bonds of the State of Mississippi, herein before par- 
ticularly described, in any market within the United States, 
or in any foreign market: Provided only, That the said 
commissioners shall not sell the said bonds for less than their 
par value, in current money of the United States— _ 

Hereby giving and granting to the said commissioners, 

or any two of them, full power and authority in the pre- 
mises, subject only to the proviso aforesaid; and the said 
Mississippi Union Bark and the President and Directors 
hereof, do hereby further authorize and empower said com- 
missioners, or any two of them, to fill'up the blanks in the 
said endorsements in said bonds, by inserting therein the 
place of payment of the principal and interest of each, and 
also the name or names of the purchaser or purchasers 
thereof, hereby giving and granting to the said commis 
sioners, or any two of them, as full and ample power and 
authority in the premises as they tliemselves, or the Presi- 
dent and Cashier of said bank may possess, under and by 
virtue of the before recited act and supplementary acts, 
hereby ratifying and confirming whatever the said commis- 
sioners, or any two of them, may lawfully do, by virtue 
hereof, in the premises. 

In witness whereof, Hiram G. RuxNELs, President of the 
said Mississippi Union Dank, hereunto duly authorized 
by a resolution of the President and Directors there- 
of, has subscribed his name and affixed the seal of the 


said bank, this day of June, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight. 
(Signed) H. G. RUNNBLS, President. 
[ B.] 


Letter of instructions to Commissioners to sell State Bonds. 
To James C. Wilkins, Edward C. Wilkinson, 
and William M. Pinckard, Esgrs. 

GENTLEMEN: You are charged by the Directors of the Mis- 
sissippi Union Bank with the negotiation and sale of five 
millions of the state bonds, and it is their wish that you 
should, without delay, proceed to such market in the United 
States or Europe as will enable you best to accomplish that 
object. You are furnished with extracts of the minutes of 
the Board and duly authenticated powers of attorney, rati- 
fying and confirming what you may do in the premises. |. 

The power of attorney is general, leaving as much to 
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your discrétion as the charter seemed to authorize, by 
which, in connection with the powers delegated by the board 
of directory, you are to be governed, taking care that in no 
instance you transcend the chartered privileges of the cor- 
poration. i ) 
This is, in the opinion of the directory, the most auspi- 
„cious moment for the sale of the state stock, and they are, 
therefore, solicitous tliat you givé it your eatliest attention. 
In the absence of much information, which you will be 
enabled to procure, when in market, the directory confide 
to your sound discrétion, the best sale you can make for the 
institution, so that such sale shall not be Jess than par valu- 
ation, estimated: by the ' currency of the United States. It 
is desirable that you should procure as much specie in the . 
transaction as can be obtained, to be placed in the vaults of 
the bank, and the balance in funds to be checked for by the 
bank at pleasure. 22 
There are many cogent reasons to be urged favorable to 
thé sale of our bonds. . The fact that the state of Missis- 
sippi is by far the largest cotton growing state in the Union, 
consequently ‘furnishing a véry considerable portion of ex- 
portable products, essential to a wholesome state of com- 
merce between this and other countries, is a reason that 
may be urged, with much emphasis, why the bonds cf Mis- 
sissippi should be valued higher than those of any other state 
m the market. It is esteemed a matter of importance that 
the nature and character of the charter should be properly 
represented. In most cases it is the practice of legislatures 
to pledge the faith of the state by'an ordinary act of legisla- 
tion. Oürs is one of different chrracter. It is not the re- 
sult of :premature legislation, but has been passed by two 
successive legislatures, and the immediate approbation of 
the people in their primary capacity, had, agreeable to the 
injunctions of oür constitution: and, withal, the bonds of the 
state of Mississippi are doubly secured. In addition to the 
guarantee of the state, they are secured by'mortgage on the 
finest cotton growing estates in the Union.’ It is sufficient 
in itself to secure confidence in the ability of the bank to 
redeem the state bonds, that the capital stock is based on 
the most productive cotton growing estates of Mississippi, 
yielding, per annum, from three hundred and fifty to four 
hundred thousand bales of cotton; which, exclusive of all 
other profitable products of the soil, will yield a revenue of 
from fifteen to twenty millions of dollars yearly, a sum 
more than sufficient to redeem the entire amount of the 
bonds in-any one year, and the revenue accruing, in most 
Cases, will-be coming to those immediately connected with 
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this institution, and whose. interest it will be to replenish 
her vaults with specie whenever it may be rendered neces- 
sary. 

The article of cotton, as before remarked, being the es- 
sential commodity employed in commercial operations, and 
which being essential to the manufacturer as to the. grower, 
cannot fail, in the opinion of the directory, when properly 
urged, to make a favorable impression on the market. 

You are authorized to make the payment of the principal 
and interest of the bonds at such place or places as will best 
enable you to make an advantageous sale. 

If it should be urged as an objection to our bonds that 
Mississippi is at this time laboring under pecuniary embar- 
rassments, such objection may be .easily removed, by a fair 
representation of facts touching her true condition. That 
such embarrassment is temporary, no one can.doubt, on 
reference to the statistical information of the state, here- 
with hunded to you—it will appear that, notwithstanding a 
foreign debt exists, it will be seen that during the period in 
which it has been accumulating, the wealth and individual 
resources have increased in a ten-fold proportion, 

Since 1830, there has been‘sold to individuals within the 
state 11,573,712 acres of public lands, which, estimated at 
the reduced rate of $10 per acre, amounts to $115,737,120; 
and during the same period the increase of slave population 
is 99,834, estimated at $500 per slave, amounts to $19, 
417,100. "Then it appears, that during this period the ac- 
cumulation of individual wealth, on those two items, is equal 
to $165,154,190, from which, if we deduct the amount 
of foreign debt, at the large estimate of $10,000,000, leaves 
a balance of nett profit to the citizens of Mississippi of 
$155,154,120, during the term of seven years, equal to the 
accumulation of $22,164,874 per annum. Then it is clear 
that the embarrassment of the citizens of Mississippi is 
temporary and ideal, growing out of the commercial de- 
rangements of the country, and the consequent loss of con- 
fidence which, under ordinary ciicumstances, would not 
have been felt. The government of Mississippi is less em- 
barrassed than that of any other State of the Union; here- 
tofore the fuli amount for which her faith was pledged is 
$2,000,000 in the bonds of the Planters’ Bank, which in- 
stitution has more than ample mearis to redeem, as appears 
from the account handed you herewith. 

If all efforts should fail in making a sale of the bonds, 
you are authorized to hypothecate them for a portion-of 
specie and specie funds, so as to enable the bank to com- 
mence her operations on safe and sound principles, for the 


relief of the country, so that you do not pay for such loan 
a higher rate of interest than six per cent. per anjum. ` 
It is.understood by the directory that the specie standard 
as the term is used in your power of attorney and instruc- 
tions, is intended to mean the current money of the United 
States. MN "X 20r QE id 
With regard to the dispositions of such funds as you may 
be enabled to procure, to have. shipped in’ specie, to be 
placed.in the vaults of the bank, süch portion as you may 
be enabled to procure and deem necessary for the establish- 
ment, and the balance place in, déposite at such place as 
may be most advantageous to thé hank in checking the same. 
You are authorized, if it should become necessary in de- 
fraying your necessary expenses, as commissionerssin tbe : 
service of this bank, to negotiate à loan in the city of New 
York or elsewhere, on hehalf of the bank, for such amount 
as may be necessary. NN. 
In conclusion, you are required to keep the board regu- 
larly advised of your proceedings. : 
- + Gentlemen, with &c. &c. & 
(Signed, | H. G. RUNNELS, President. 
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: (C) | : 
Letter from Commissioners to N. Biddle. 
PuinapELPHiA, May 16, 1838. 
Mr. N. Bowie: 


Dear Sir—We beg leave to trespass upon your time so 
far as to inform you, that by the Statute of the Legislature 
of Mississippi, we are authorized to dispose of the bonds of 
the State, amounting to fifteen miilions five hundred thou- 
sand dollars; that there are now in the market five millions 
of them; that they carry interest at the rate of five per 
cent. per annum, and are payable’ in twelve and twenty 
. years, at any place we may designate. By virtue of this 
authority, we offer through you, to the directors of the 
United States Dank of Pennsylvania, the following propo- 
sition: the above amount of five millions payable at any 
house in London or Liverpool, or any other place you may 
designate, in sterling money, at the rate of four shillings and 
six pence to the dollar, the interest payable on the same, 
and semi-annually. The bonds to be paid for in five instal- 
ments, equal in amount; .the first on the first day of Novem- 
ber;. the others in periods of sixty days each, successively; 
say on the. first day of November, January, March, and 
July next. The purchasers to have tke option either in the 
whole or in part, as-to the places of pevment, of the cities 
of New York, Philadelphia and New Orleans, and not ex- 
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ceeding five hundred thousand dollars in Louisville, Ky. if 
preferred by them. The purchasers.to have the option of 
paying the last instalment in the city of Natchez, or either 
of the above mentioned places, except Louisville. The 
above is an outline of the proposition we ask leave to sub- 
mit. Should Mr. Biddle be inclined to accept it, the details 
to be explained in conversation. i i 

We are authorized, also, to hypothecate the bonds at a 
rate of interest not exceeding six per cent. per annum, and 
we are willing to do so, if we cannot sell, for a period not 
less than two years upon terms which could be made known 
at an interview. 

We have the honor to be, with considerations of high re- 
spect, &c. &c. your obedient servants, 
E. C. WILKINSON, 
J. C. WILKINS, 

Commissioners. 


Answer. . 
Puma. Aug. 164 1838, 
Messrs. E. C. WirxiNsoN and Comis 
J. C. Wirzins, f 
Gentlemen—I have had the honor this evening of re- 
ceiving your letter of this date, proposing the sale of five 
millions of dollars of the bonds of the State of Mississippi. 
I regret that the necessity of going to New York early to- 
morrow morning will prevent my having the pleasure of 
seeing you, but understanding that it wiil be agreeable to 
you to receive an immediate answer, I now state: l 
That l accept the offer of the bonds on the terms men- 
tioned in your letter, and am prepared to carry the con- 
tract into execution forthwith. i 
I have the honor to be, 
. Very respectfully, yours, 


N. BIDDLE. — 
(D) l | 
Leiter from Com'rs to Pres't Bank, communicating the sale 
of State Bonds. 
(Copy) | 


Philadelphia, August 17, 1838. 
H. G. Runnels, Esq., President Mi. Union Bank: | = 
Dear Sir—We have the pleasure to announce to you the 
sale of five millions of the State Bonds of Mississippi, on 
account of the Mississippi Union Bank. The sale was made 
at par value, part in specie or its equivalent, in five equal 
instalments: on the 1st days of November, Januaty, March, 
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May and July next. The bonds to bêar interest from their 
respective dates.of payment. ‘The places of payment to be 
New York, New Orleans or this city; notiexceeding five 
hundred thousand dollars in Louisville, Ky., and the pur- 
chaser to have the option of: paying the last instalment in 
the city of Natchez if desired by him. When the contract 
is formally drawn out, and the details completed, you shall 
be advised more fully. The purchaser is Mr. N. Biddle 
of this city. 
We have the honor to remain, &c., | 
E. C. WILKINSON 
i J. C. WILKINS, 
W. M. PINKARD, 


Com’rs Miss. Union Bank. 
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Contract for sale of State Bonds, between Commissioners 
and N. Biddle. 

This agreement witnesseth that we, the undersigned 
Commissioners of the State of Mississippi, and attorneys in 
fact of the Mississippi Union Bank, for aiid in consideration 
of the amount and payment hereinafter specified, of five 
millions of dollars, by Nicholas Biddle, of the city of Phila- 
delphia, to be made to us at the several times and places 
mentioned below, and by virtue of the power and authority 
in us vested by the statutes of the Legislature of the State 
of Mississippi, and the letters of attorney of the said Missis- 
sippi Union Bank (which said statute and power of attorney 
are taken as part of this agreement as if therein inserted) 
have sold and delivered to the said Nicholas Biddle, two 
thousand five hundred bonds of the State of Mississippi, for 
the sum of two thousand dollars each, amounting together to 
the sum of five millions of dollars, as enumerated and de- 
scribed in the said power of attorney; which said bonds are 
made payable at the agency of tue Bank of the United 
States in London, sterling monev of Great Britain, at the 
rate of four shillings and sixpence to the dollar, with inter- 
est, payable semi-annually at the same place and rate. And 
the agreement further witnesseth, that the said Nicholas 
Biddle, in consideration of our said sale and delivery to him 
of the said two thousand five hundred bonds, as aforesaid, 
has agreed, and hereby does agree to pay tous, the said com- 
missioners and attorneys, or to our successors, or to our or 
to their- order, the sum of five millions of dollars, lawful 
money of the United States, in five equal instalments of one 
million of dollars each, on the first day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, and on the ist 
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days of J anuary, March, May and July, which will be in 


ihe vear one thousand eigl.t hundred and thirty-nine, re- 
spectively, which said payments of one million dollars each, 
of November, January, March and May, shall be made in 
the city of New Orleans, and the last payment of the like 
sum on the first day of July next, shall be made at Natchez, 
m the said State of Mississippi. In witness whereof, we, 
the said commissioners and attorneys, and the said Nicholas 
Biddle, have executed and exchanged this agreement, this 
eighteenth day of August, in the year of our Lord eighteen 
hundred and thirty-eight. 
N. BIDDLE. 


The Bank of the United States guarantees the punctual 
performance of the foregoing contract. 
For the Cashier: 
C. DUNLAP, 2d Assistant Cashier. 
August 18, 1838. 


The question being upon receiving and agreeing to the 
report, `. 
Mr. Durham called for a division of the question; " 
And the question was taken upon receiving and decided 
in the affirmative. . 

The question was also taken on agreeing to the report, 
which was likewise decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Graves moved that one hundred and twenty copies 
of the report and resolutions be printed for the use of the 
Legislature. | 

“Mr. Magrauder moved that five hundred copies be printed. 

Mr. Durham moved that 1000 copies be printed. 

And the question taken on the motion for printing 1000 
copies was lost. 

And the motion to print 500 copies was earried. 

On motion of Mr. Graves, 

The whole subject was referred to a committee of the 
whole, and made the special order of the day for Thursday 
next at 12 o’clock, M. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
‘tary, to wit: 

Mn. Srraxer:—The Senate have passed a bill from the 
House of Representatives, to be entitled *an act to prevent 
unnecessary charges against debtors;" 

: "They have amended the same by way of ryder: 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives. | 

The bill accompanying the foregoing message together 
with the ryder was read, and” | 
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On motion of Mr. Downs, 

The ryder to said bill was adopted. 

' The following message from the Senate, was delivered by 
Mr. Downs, its Secretary: X | 

Mr. SrkAk&ER— The Senate have passed bills from the 
House of Representanives of titles to wit: An 

A bill to be entitled *an.act to amend the 13th and 14th 
sections of an act entitled an act concerning conveyances,” - 
passed June 13, 1822. m 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Commerce ` 
Male and Female Academy.” | 

A bill to be entitled “an act to alter the time of holding 
the court of Probate in the county of Hancock.” 

They have made an amendment to the first mentioned 
bill: In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of ' 
the House of Representatives. 

` The Senate have given leave to the introduction of bills 
of titles to wit: 

A. bill to be entitled “an act to place the Mississippi Union 
Bank in liquidation and for other purposes." | 

A bill to be entitled “an act to establish an Inferior Court 
of Chancery for the state of Mississippi." 

A bill to be entitled “an act to prescribe the place of 
holding the public school, in township No. 19, of range No. 
17 east, in Lowndes county.” É | 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Trustees 
of the Williamsburg Male and Female Academy, in the 
county of Covington.” 

“A preamble and resolution proposing certain amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize Stephen Cocke 
and his associates and assigns to complete the rail road 
from Jackson to Brandon.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the benefit of the credit- 
ors and for the relief of the stockholders of the Real Estate | 
Banking Company of Hinds county.” l 

A bill to be entitled “an act to revive and further extend 
certain provisions of an act to authorize the stockholders 
of the bank of the state of ‘Mississippi to close their affairs 
with as much advantage to the public and as little. inconve- 
nience to the individual stockholders as possible," approved 
December 19,1831.  - i 

: The Senate have passed bills of titles to wit: 

A bili to be entitled *an act to incorporate Grenada 
Lodge No. 6, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows of 
the town bf Grenada, Mississippi.” 
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A bill to be entitled “an act concerning the probate court 
of Holmes county.” ae : 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act for the 
relief of Reuben Leech, of Copiah county,” 

Was read the first time. : 

The amendments made by the Senate to the bill from the 
House, to be entitled “ an act to amend the thirteenth and 
fourteenth sections of an act entitled an act concerning con- 
veyances,” passed June 13, 1822, were read, 

And on motion of Mr. Roberts, adopted. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to incor- 
porate Grenada Lodge, No. 6, of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows of the town of Grenada, Mississippi,” 

Was read the first time. 

The bill from the Senate, to be entitled “an act concern- 
ing the probate court of Holmes county,” 

Was read the first time. i 

A message from the Governor, by Mr. Russell, his private 
secretary: l 

VETO MESSAGE. 
To the House of Representatives: 

I return for re-consideration “an act for the relief of 
Gwin Pepper, tax collector of Lawrence county.” 

The act approved January 26, 1839, required the tax col- 
lectors to make affidavit of the amount and description of 
paper money then in their hands received for taxes, and to 
pay the same into the state treasury within ninety days. 
The tax collector of Lawrence county had one hundred and 
five dollars on hand, and did not offer to pay the same until 
about ten days after the time prescribed by law. On the 
4th day of May, 1839, he paid into the treasury the whole 
amount due by him. The one hundred and five dollars then 
offered and refused, was in Brandon money, which is now 
worthless. Many other tax collectors also failed to pay 
over at the same period. Several of them had bills intro- 
duced for their relief at last year. all of which were returned 
by me and failed to become laws. Should the legislature 
extend relief in all cases similar to the one before me, the. 
state treasury will lose about twenty thousand dollars. The 
period of ninety days was amply sufficient to enable the 
collectors to settle their accounts, and pay to the treasurer 
the bank notes collected previous to notice of the passage of 
the law making them no longer receivable. 

: A. G. McNUTT. . 

Executive DEPARTMENT, 
City of Jackson, Jannary 19, 1841. 
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The act referred to im the foregoing message was then 
put upon its passage, the Governor's objections to the con- 
trary notwithstanding,and decided by ayes and noes, as 
follows: i 

Those who voted in the affirmative were: 

Mr. Speaker, Allen of Marshall, Baldwin, Burrus, Billups, 
Binford, Boon, Dickson; Dobyns, Draughan, Dunn, Finley, . 
Grinstead, Inge, Jones, Means, Mount, Mabry, McGowan, 
Norris, Offutt, and Turner—22. Ea 

Noes—Messrs. Acker, Barringer, Besangon, Bell, Brad- 
ford, Bynum, Cole, Crump, Downs, Durham, Draine, Ellis 
of Copiah, Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of Newton, Evans, Fore, 
Field, Frost, Graves, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Holland, 
Jenkins, Johnson, Kilgore, Leake, Lemley, Lowe, Leggett, 
Meury,. Murchison, Moody, Moore, Marsh, Magrauder, 
Owen, Rayburn, Roberts, Robinson, Runnels, Shelby, Shoe- 
maker, Stewart, Terrell, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, 
Watkins, Wood and Yérger—53. 

So the bill did not pass. . 

A communication from the Auditor of Public Accounts 
was received and read from the clerk’s desk. l 

Mr. Dobyns moved the communication be referred to the 
select conmittee of five, but after some conversation with- 
drew it, and made a motion to reject the report, 

But before any action.was taken upon said motion, 

“On motion of Mr. Magrauder, 


The House adjourned until three P. M. 
| "THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. | 


'The House resumed the consideration of thé communica- 
tion from the Auditor. 

Mr. Dobyns withdrew his motion to reject. 

Mr. Wilcox introduced the following resolution: viz: 

Resolved, Tha: the report of the select committee to 
whom was referred so much of the Governor's message as 
relates to the collection of the public revenue, the defalca- 
tion of public officers, the outstanding Auditor's warrants, 
and the domestic debt of the state, together with the com- 
munication of the Auditor of Public Accounts, submitted to. 
this House on the 19th day of January, 1841, be referred 
to aselect committee of five members, with instructions to 
inquire into the corréctness of the facts set forth in the two 
communications, and to report the same to this House; 
and that said committee have power to send for persons 
and papers. ; 

Which was adopted. 
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And as said committee the Chaix appointed Messrs. Dunn, 

Acker, Lemley, Means and Wood. 
On motion of Mr. Robinson, ` 

The report of the committee on Public Printing, was 
called from the table, and 120 copies thereof ordered to be 
printed. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the orders 
of the day. | i 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate Macon Lodge, 
No. 8, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in the 
city of Vicksburg,” was read the second time, ordered 
to be engrossed, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to define when Indian reserv- 
ations shall be deemed and held liable to taxation,” 

Was read a third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the receipt of 


the warrants of the Auditor of Public Accounts on the , 


Treasurer of this State,in discharge of debts due the Sink- 
ing and Seminary Funds,” which was read the second time, 
ordered to be engrossed, and made the order-of the day in 
committee of the whole on Saturday next. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the President and 
Directors of the Grand Gulph Rail Road and Banking Com- 
pany to wind up their affairs as a bank, and for other pur- 
poses,” | 

Was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, 

The bill was referred to a select committee of five, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Shoemaker, Magrauder, Watson, Wilcox 
and Downes. : 

Mr. Shelby, by leave, presented the petition of citizens of 
Coahoma, praying an addition to said county from the ter- 
ritory of the county of Tunica, and also a petition of the 
citizens of the same county, for the location of the land 
office at the town of Delta in said county, which, on mo- 
tion, were referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Shelby, Field and Ruff. 

On motion of Mr. Durham, 

The House adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow 

morning. 
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* WEDNESDAY, January 20, 1841. 


Mr. Womack, the member elect from the county of 
Simpson, appeared within the hall, took the oath required 
EA the constitution, and entered upon the discharge of his 

uties. 

Mr. Préwitt, the member elect from the county of Mon- 

roe, appeared, produced his credentials, took the oath re- 
quired by the constitution, and entered upon the discharge 
of his duties. ` 

Mr. Shelby presented the claim of William aia for 
Services rendered the state, which, 

On motion, | 

Was referred to the committee on claims. | ` 

Mr. Murchison presented the petition of R. Parker, and 
others, citizens of. the city of Natchez, praying the enact- 
ment of a charter for the establishment of a Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, which, 

On motion, 

Was referred to a select committee of five, -consisting of 
Messrs. Murchison, Barnes, Finley, Harrison, and Watson. 

Mr. Allen, of Marshall, presented the accounts of the 
Southern Mercury Office, for printing done the state, which, 

On motion, 

Was referred to the committee on claims. e 

Mr. Foster presented the communication of R. H. Rice, 
a citizen of the state of Mississippi, upon the subject of the 
preservation of the faith of the state, which was, 

On motion of Mr. Durham, 

Rejected. 

Mr. Dickson, from a select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Thomas Graves, reported a bill to be 
entitled “an act for-the relief of Thos. Graves,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Thompson, from a select committee, made the fol- 
lowing report, to wit: 

Mr. SreakER—Your committee, to whom was referred 
a bill entitled “an act for the benefit of securities and en- 
dorsers of bonds, bills, and promissory notes, or other evi- 
dences of debt,” have kad the same under consideration, 
and beg leave to return the bill with the following.amend- 
ment, that is to say, after the word debt, in the fifth line of 
first section, insert, “as also all accommodation acceptan- 
ces of bills of exchange.” With such amendment your 
committee recommend the passage of said bill; - Which, 
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On motion, 
Was received and agreed to, and, 
On motion, 

The amendment made by the committee to said bill was 
adopted. 

Message fromthe Senate by Mr. Downes, their secre- 
tar 

Ma. SprakER—The Senate have passed a bill to be enti- 
tled “an act to revive and further extend certain provisions 
of an act to authorize the stockholders of the Bank of the 
State of Mississippi to close their affairs with as much ad- 
vantage to the publie and as little inconvenience to the in- 
dividual stockholders as possible, approved December 19th, 
1831." 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. " 

Mr. Rayburn, from the select committee to whom was 
referred the bill to be entitled *an act to divide the militia 
of Itawamba into two regiments," reported that they had 
had the same under consideration, and had instructed him to 
report a bill to be entitled “an act to divide the militia of 
Itawamba, Ponola, and Yallobusha counties, into two regi- 
ments each," 

Which was read the first time, and, 

On motion, 
The report of the committee was received and agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Bradford, e 

The following amendment to said bill was adopted, to wit: 

“Amend 2d section and 6th line,” after the word Tom- 
bigbee, by insarting the words, “and 20 Mile Creek.” 

On motion, 

The rule was dispensed with, and said bill read a second 
time, and, with the amendments, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Jones, by leave, introduced a bill to be -entitled “an 
act to incorporate the Franklin County Riflemen, and for 
other purposes," 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Shelby, by leave, introduced the fellowing resolution 
which was adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the committee on ways and means be i in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of memorializing 
Congress to establish a mail route by land, from Memphis, 
Tennessee, to Commerce, Mississippi, from Commerce to 
the town of Delta, from Delta to Port Royal, from Port 
Royal to Bolivar, from Bolivar to Princeton, and from 
Princeton to Vicksburg, and report to this Legislature. 
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The following. bills were introduced and read the first , 
time, to wit: ` ` 

By Mr: Yerger—a bill to be entitled “an act to extend 
the benefit of the writ of egror to all criminal cases;” 

By Mr. Ruff—a:bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of 
Charles Dobbs, of Noxubee county.” 

Mr. Murchison gave notice that he would, on Ion. 
introduce a bill to próvide for the withdrawal of the. 
Branches of the Commercial Bank of Natchez.” 

Mr. Foster, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to remove permanently and to locate the seat of justice 
of Ponola county, 

Which was redd the first time. 

Mr. Speaker decided the bill to be out of order, boni the 
fact that the subject matter contained therein had been 
acted upon on a previous day of this session. : | 

Mr. Bell appealed from the decision of the chair; and the 
. question taken— 

.. * Shall the decision of the chair be sustained," 

And decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Yerger, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to enable exécutors or administrators appointed by 
courts of other states to maintain suits in the courts of this 
state, without qualifying in the state of Mississippi,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Owen gave notice, that he would on to-morrow 
introduce a bill authorizing the Boards of Police in the 
several counties in this State to levy a special tax on 
all stock.driven by non-residents into their respective 
counties for pasturage. 

Mr. Acker offered the following TN to wit: 

“Resolved, That the parliamentary rule which prevents 
legislation on the same subject at the same session of 
the Legislature, be suspended so far as all local matters are 
concerned.” 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Crump moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out the word “local,” and inserting the word “general,” 
which was lost, and the question taken on the adoption of 
the resolution, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. Speaker presented: to the House the report of the 
commissioners appointed to examine the sites for the loca- 
tion of the State University. 
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To the Honorable the Legislature 
of the State of Mississippi: 

The Commissioners appointed by an act of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Mississippi, entitled “an act to provide 
for the location of the State University,” approved Febra- 
ary 20th, A. D., 1840, beg leave to submit the following 

i REPORT: 

The seven sites selected by your honorable body, to be 
visited by your commissioners, have been severally exam- 
ined in the manner pointed out by the above recited act. 

Mississippi City, in th» county of Hancock, is situated in 
the south-eastern part of the State, on the sea coast, 1n lati- 
tude about 30 deg. 25 minutes north, near the centre of 
that part of Mississippi bordering on the sea shore. It is 
accessible by steam boats navigating’ the Mississ'ppi and 
Pearl rivers, and by roads leading to almost every other 
part of the State. The soil of the city and that of the ad- 
joining country, is sandy and unproductive. There is an 
abundance of good pine timber, with handsome groves of : 
live-oak along the sea shore. Good earth for making brick 
can be found one mile and a half from the city. There is 
no Stone in the vicinity of Mississippi City. Lime may be 
made from shells, or obtained from New Orleans. There 
are no springs, but wells of good water may be obtained by 
digging ten or twelve feet, though the water is not very 
cool. The climate is warm; but the heat which generally 
prevails in the summer in this latitude, is muchabated by the 
sea breezes. Indeed itis not so oppressive as in a higher lati 
tude off the sea. The health is believed to be as good as at 
any other point in the State. 

The characteristic diseases of the adjacent counties, are 
“ague and fever,” and prevails mostly in the summer 
nt The people are hospitable, enterprising and intel- 

igent. 

Provisions.—Fish of every kind found in the southern 
waters, are so plenty as to be had without price. Oysters 
are plenty in the vicinity, at $2 per 1000. Beef can be 
obtained in abundance, at four cents per pound. There is 
nothing else furnished by the country for market. All 
kinds of provisions are procured from the ever varying 
market of New Orleans. . We have not attempted to note 
the prices. The city, with the surrounding country, is 
generally level, with the exception of some bayous, a few 
miles north of the city. "The site selected for the location, 
of the University is about one mile from the city, and is to 
be given to the State on condition that the University be 
located on the same. 


267 


Kosciusko, in Attala county; is situated near the centre of 
the State, on the “Old Natchez Trace,” leading from Nat- 
chez, Miss., to Nashville, Tennessee, in latitude about 33 
degrees north, and 85 miles east of the: Mississippi river. 
Kosciusko, though an inland town, is accessible from every 
point by good roads.” The soil is thin, but amply rewards - 
the labor of the husbandman; and there is some very fine 
land in the valleys, and on the borders of the several cteeks 
in the adjoining country.  'lhere is plenty of fine build- 
ing timber on the site selected for the University, together 
with black jack and hickory. The earth is good for making 
brick, but lime must be procured irom abroad, 

There is a fine ledge of flint rock within one mile of the 
site, and fine free-stone about twelve miles from Kosciusko. 
There are good springs of free-stone water on the site; but 
wells which are easily obtained, would be mostly relied upon 
for water. The climate, though warm in summer, is pieas- 
ant and delightful. The health of Kosciusko is remarkably 
good, the citizens suffer very little with sickness. The 
characteristic diseases of the adjacent counties, are light 
cases of billious fever, and prevail in the latter part of sum- 
mer and the first of autumn. The people are hospitable, 
virtuous and intelligent. Provision of every kind may be 
raised in the vicinity in abundance. Flour is worth from 
five to seven dollars per barrel; corn, twenty-five cents per 
bushel; pork, four dollars per hundred; beef, three dollars 
perhundred. Kosciusko, and the adjoining coun‘ry, is roll- 
ing and uneven, and somewhat broken. A section of land 
is secured to the state, by gift, about one mile and a half 
from the town. 

Middleton, in Carroll county, is situated about eleven 
miles east of Carrolton, the county seat, in latitude 33 de- 
grees 25 minutes north. Middleton is a flourishing country 
village, with a Literary Institute, and two Academies, with 
male and female departments; containing in all about 200 
pupils. It is about seventy-five miles east of the Missis- 
sippi river, and twenty-eight miles from Williams’ Landing, 
on the Yazoo river, and is accessible by good roads from 
other parts of the state. The soil is light, but generally 
productive, with valleys of very fertile land.—There is a 
sufficiency of good pine timber for building. The neigh- 
borhood abounds in ock, jhickory, and black jack. The 
clay is of a good quality for making brick; lime must be 
procured from abroad. Stone at this point is not valuable 
for building, though it may be used. The country is well. 
watered, and there are a number of fine springs of good 
water on the selected section. The climate is salubrious, 
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and there appears to be no local causes of diseases, and so 
far as we could learn, there has been but little sickness 
since the settlement of the country. The characteristic 
diseases of the surrounding country, are remittent fevers, a 
few cases of which occur in the summer months. The peo- 
ple are temperate, intelligent, and hospitable, and take 
great interest in the subject of education. Provisions are 
raised in abundance near Middleton. Corn is worth 37 1-2 
cents per bushel; flour, from $6 to $8 per barrel; pork, from 
$4 to $5 per cwt.; beef, from $3 to $4. The country is 
undulating or rolling, and in many places broken and hiliy. 
A section of land, about one mile from the town, is secured 
to the state by donation, conditionally, however. 

Oxford, in Lafayette county, is situated on the great 
stage road, leading from Jackson, Mississippi, to Mempais* 
Tennessee, in latitude 34 degrees 20 minutes north; it 15 
about sixty miles east of the Mississippi river, and about 
eight miles east of Tallahatchie, and accessible only by land 
conveyance. The soil is dark, sandy, and productive. 
There is plenty of good pine timber in the vicinity of Ox- 
ford. The section selected for the University, is well tim- 
bered with oak, black jack, and some pine. Good brick are 
made in Oxford, and there is some sand stone in the vicin- 
ity. Lime is usually procured from the Mississippi river. 
There are good springs of free stone water in the vicinity, 
and good wells may be easily found. The climate is health- 
ful and pleasant. The country appears to be very healthy; 
there is little or no sickness about Oxford. The character- 
istic diseases of the adjoining country, are intermittent fe- 
vers, and prevail mostly in the months of July, August, and 
September. The citizens are temperate, virtuous, and in- 
telligent. Provisions of every description, and of good 
quality, are raised here in abundance. Pork can be pur- 
chased at three dollars and fifty cents per hundred; beef, 
three cents per pound; domestic flour, three dollars per hun- 
dred pounds; imported flour, $6 per barrel; corn, per bushel, 
25 cents. The site selected, is about one mile west of the 
town, and embraces a beautiful eminence for the builcings. 

Louisville, Winston county. This is a small, neat vil- 
lage, pleasantly situated on a gentle elevation, and contain- 
ing a population of about 250 inhabitants. It is situated in 
33 degrees 5 minutes north latitude, on the old Robinson 
road, leading from Jackson to Columbus; and is distant 
from the former place ninety-five miles, and from the latter, 
forty-seven miles; and there are mail stages running to both 
places three times a week, and good roads running in all 
directions into the adjacent country. The soil is rather 
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thin and sandy in the village and in the immediate vicinity, 
but generally productive, and in the valleys rich. Pine tim- 
ber of good quality on and near the site selected, intersper- 
sed with oak and hickory, is abundant, and also good mate- 
rijs for making brick, and within two miles an abundance 
of sand stone. Lime is manufactured on the prairies, thirty 
miles distant, and may be procured in the village, at fifty 
cents per bushel. Springs, of pure soft free stone water, 
are numerous in Louisville and its "vicinity, and wells, of 
similar quality, may be easily constructed on the site. The 
climate is mild and agreeable, and the health of the country 
almost invariably good. No extensive swamps or other 
local causes of disease exist. Epidemic diseases rarely, if 
ever, prevail in Louisville or the adjacent counties. In the 
last months of summer, and first of autumn, cases of ague 
and fever, and billious fever, sometimes occur. The popu- 
lation is generally intelligent, moral and hospitable. ` Pro- 
visions of good quality, and in great variety and abundance, 
are raised in the vicinity of this place. Wheat is sold at 
one dollar per bushel; flour, from the river, from $8 to $1^ 
per barrel; pork, $4 per hundred; and beef, from three to 
‘four dollars per hundred. The face of the country, on and 
around the site, is generally elevated, undulating, and in 
some parts, broken and hilly. The situation procured, is 
about one mile north of .the village. 

Munroe Missionary Station, in Pontotoc county, is situ- 
ated on the old Natchez Trace, not near any town, being 
eleven miles south of Pontotoc, the county seat, and four- 
teen miles north of Houston, in Chickasaw county, in lati- 
tude 34 degrees 10 minutes north, and about 100 miles east 
of the Mississippi river, and 30 west of the Tombigby, 50 
miles from the Alabama line. The Station is accessible 
only by land, and the main roads leading to it are good. 
The soil of the Station, and that of the adjoining country, 
seems principally to be a dark earthy loam, rich and pro- 
ductive. There is an abundance of oak and hickory on the 
site selected, and good pine timber, for building, is plenty in 
the neighborhood. ‘The earth is good fòr making brick, and 
there is plenty of good lime stone rock within one mile and 
a hal? from the Station. There are good springs of free 
stone water on the site, and good welis can be easily ob- 
tained. The climate is warm in summer, and mild in win- 
ter. There has scarcely been any sickness in this neigh- 
borhood for six or eight years. The characteristic diseases 
of the adjoining country,are chills and fevers, or ague and 
fever, and these prevail in the summer months. Provisions, 
of every kind, are raised in tliis neighborhood in great quan- 
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tities. Pork is worth $3 50 per cwt.; beef, $2 50; flour, 
domestic, is worth $3 per hundred pounds; imported flour, 
is from $5 to $6 per barrel; corn, per bushel, 20 cents. The 
citizens are moral, intelligent, economical and industrious. 
The site selected, is on an elevated ridge, and: the country 
adjacent is undulating and somewhat broken. A section of 
land is given to the state, upon the same condition of the 
places heretofore mentioned. |. 

Brandon, in Rankin county, is situated about eight miles 
east of Vearl river, and about sixty miles east of the Mis- 
sissippi, in latitude 32 degrecs 20 minutes north. Brandon 
is accessible only by land, and the roads good for a new 
country. When the rail-road, leading from Jackson to 
Brandon, which is now rearly finished, shall be completed, 
there will be an easy communication with many parts of the 
state. The soil of Brandon, and the adjacent country, is 
sandy, with some fine alluvial formation on the creek bot- 
toms. "There is an abundance of good pine timber on the 
site selected, together with black jack, oak and hickory,. 
There is good earth for making brick, aud good limestone 
within one mile of the situation selected, and good free stcne 
within two miles. There are good springs of free stone 
water in the neighborhood, and good wells may be easily 
constructed. In the climate, there is nothing to distinguish 
this place from other plzces in the same latitude. The health 
of Brandon is considered good. "The characteristic disea- 
ses of the adjoining country, are billious, intermittent and 
remittent fevers, and prevail mostly in the month of August 
and September. The people are hospitable, enterprising 
and intelligent. ‘The country is capable of producing abun- 
dant provisions of all kinds. Beef and pork may be ob- 
tained at $4 per hundred pounds; flour at from $6 to $8 
per barrel; and corn, at 50 cents per bushel. The country 
is undulating or rolling to th> south and east,and broken and 
hilly on the north and west side of the town. The section 
selected for the location of the University, is about one mile 
south-east from the town, in township 5, range 3 east, being 
fractional parts of sections 21, 22, 27, and 28, for which we 
were unable to procure a contract, but have the guarantee 
of Thomas J. Coffee, Esq. for .a title, which is herewith 
submitted. : 

The contracts entered into for a section of land, at the 
several other points designated, accompany this report; in 
which report, your commissioners have confined themselves 
strictly to the requisitions of the law of last session, which 
prescribed their duties; and having been required to report 
on each site separately, they have been under the necessity 
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of using many repetitions, m reference to places similarly 
situated; and now, without expressing any definite opinion 
in reference to any site which they may deem most eligible, 
they submit, with dae respect, the above facts to your hon- 
orable body. ' 
i . THOS. H. WILLIAMS, 
JOSHUA T. RUSSELL, 
J. A. VAN HOESEN. . 
- P. S. Having served as à commissioner, at Mississippi 
City, with Thomas H. Williams, I concur in the foregoing 
report, so far as it relates to that place. 
W. L. SHARKEY. 


On motion of Mr. Wood, > ! 

The report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Roberts moved that 500 copies of said report be 
printed for the use of the Legislature, which was lost. 

Mr. Durham moved that 400 copies be printed, which 
was lost. - 

Mr. Bradford moved that 200 copies be prmted, which 
was lost. 

EU Wood moved that 120 copies be printed, which was 
adopted. 

Mr. Robinson, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 
“an act to prohibit the use of cotton hooks,” ; 

Which was read the firsttime. 

Mr. Speaker announced that the hour had arrived for 
the consideration of the special order of the day: 

And the bill to be entitled *an act concerning Sheriff's 
commissions,” was read. 

Mr. Bradford moved to strike out the last section of the 
bill, which motion prevailed, ahd the bill read a third time 
and passed with its title as stated. 

'The next order of the day: x i 

Resolutions proposing to change the fourth article and 
14th and 23d sections of the Constitution,were read a second 
time and ordered to be engrossed and made the special order 
of the day for to-morrow at 12 o’clock. 

The ayes and noes were ordered on said question and 
are as follows: : 

Those who voted in the affirmative are ` 

Mr. Speaker, Allen ot Marshall, Allen of Hinds, Barrin- 
ger, Baldwin, Bradford, Burrus, Binford, Boon, Bynum, Cole, 
Crump, Dickson, Downes, Durham, Dobyns, Draughan, 
Draine, Dunn, Ellis of Jasper, Finley, Fore, Foster, Field, 
Frost, Inge, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, 
Means, Mount, Moore, Marsh, MeGowan, Norris, Offutt, 
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Owen, Rayburn, Roberts, Runnells, Shelby, Stewart, 
Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Wagster, Watkins): Wood, 
Yerger and Prewitt,—53. 

. Noes—Acker, Berry, Bell, Billups, Ellis of Copiah, Grin- 
stead, Goode, Harrison, Holland, Lowe, Leggett, Moody, 
Maury, Magrauder, Ruff, Robinson, Smiley, Shoemaker, 
Turner, Terrill, and Womack-—21. 

The special order being a bill to be entitled “an act to 
regulate the fees of certain officers therein nained, and for 
other purposes," 

Was considered in committee of the whole, Mr. Dunn 
in the Chair. 

After a short time spent in the consideration thereof, the 
committee rose, and reported the bill back to the House 
without amendment, and asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

On moion of Mr. Dunn, 
The report of the committee was received and agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Tompkins, 

Ordered, that the bill be engrossed ad made the special 
order of the day for 12 o'clock to-morrow. 

Orders of the day. ^ 

The bill to be entitled “an act further to amend the laws 
concerning slaves, free negroes and mulattoes," was reád 
the third time and passed with its title as stated. 

The bill entitled “an act to incorporate a toll-bridge com- 
pany, over the Yazoo pass," 

Was on motion, read the third time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, 

Said bill was ordered to be placed at the heel of the or- 
ders of the day. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to rectify mistakes in an 
act entitled an act to re-organize the judicial districts, and 
to abolish the criminal court," approved February 22, 1840, 

Was read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

Was laid on the table. : 

The bill from the Senate, to be entitled “an act for the 
encouragement of schools, colleges, and academies,” 

Was read a third time, and 

On motion of Mr. Durham, 
Was referred to the committee on education. 
On motion of Mr.. Dobyns, . 

Mr. Murchison was excused from serving as chairman of 
the committee on accounts. | 

The Speaker appointed, to fill said vacancy, Mr. Offutt. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, . 

The House adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M. 
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. THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


Mr. Dobyns moved to call from the table the resolution 
from the Senate, fixing upon a day for the adjournment of 
both Houses of this legislature, 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Norris, 
The House adjourned until 10 o'cloek, to-morrow morning. 
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THURSDAY, Janvany 21, 1841. 


Mr. Crump, chairman of the committee on propositions 
and grievances, made the following report, viz: 

Mr. Sreaxer—The committee upon propositions and 
grievances, to whom was referred the communication of 

amuel Cotton, President of the State Hospital at Natchez, 
have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to 
report, that the suggestion therein contained, recommend- 
ing a further appropriation of two thousand dollars for the 
support of the said hospital, is unreasonable, and should 
not be complied with, in the present embarrassed state of 
the treasury. - 

On motion of Mr. Crump, 

The report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Mount, chairman of the committee on banks and 
currency, made the following report, to wit: 

Mn. Presmenr—The committee to whom was referred 
so much of the Governor’s message and accompanying do- 
cuments as relates to banks and currency, have had the 
same under consideration, and beg leave to make the fol- 
lowing REPORT: 

Aware of the importance of the subject entrusted to 
their consideration, your committee would endeavor briefly, 
and with as much research as the short time for examina- 
tion and reflection would allow, to urge upon your consi- 
deration and attention some views which they shall ad- 
vance. 

The subject of currency is certainly, while of the most 
delicate character, the most complex of all subjects, which 
can engage the attention of the individual citizen, the sove- 
reign state, or general government. By its proper conduct 
and management, safe and.easy channels are opened for the 
transaction of all necessary affairs with which the pecuniary 


H 17 | 


ZE 


Q74 


wants of either are so intimately, and necessarily connect- 
ed. While a contrary course in reference to the same sub- 
ject, creates an obstruction to the circulation of the vital 
current, upon which mainly depends the character of an 
individual, state, or nation. i 

The history of the past five years in our own state, is re- 
plete with fruitful examples of the truth of the proposition 
above advanced. | n 

To such an extent, have been carried the unwise tinker- 
ing with the currency, as well of the nation, as of this state, 
that we find our state, second to none in importance in the 
amcunt and value of her exports, unable to meet tho ordi- 
nary expenses of its government, a large debt staring her 
in the face, and the wants of her people unprovided for. 

Your committee are of opinion ‘hat, that legislation in 
regard to this subject, which 1s not permanent in its charac- 
ter, but which seeks only to palliate an existing evil, is un- - 
wise. The creation of a multiplicity of banking institu- 
tions for the purpose of filling up the vacuum in circulation, 
superinduced by a combination of causes, while it extended 
to the wants of a distressed community a present relief, enz 
tailed upon the body politic an aggravated disease. 

Your committee are cf opinion, that banks of discount and 
deposite are only serviceable to a community strictly mer- 
cantile in its character; that to a community purely agricul- 
tural, such institutions are rather detrimental than benefi- 
cial—so great a variety of consequences flow from the 
abuse of the legitimate design of banks, as renders it in our 
opinion necessary to discourage their use for such pur- 
poses. à 
Your committee believe that the policy adopted hereto- 
fore, of banking upon the faith and credit cf a state, was 
injudicious, and has been attended with disastrous results. 

‘The large amount of public debt created by such a po- 
licy, has resulted without a benefit corresponding with the 
evil, The state now finds herself embarrassed, while the 
liabilities incurred have not redounded to the benefit of her 
citizens. As it should be the aim of all governments to act 
for the public good, it becomes a wise government to in- 
quire what shall be the course of policy necessary to be 
pursued, to relieve its citizens from any and all evils which 
they labor under, either from bad government or from cau- 
ses having in their origin, a mistaken view of a majority, and 
legislation consequent thereupon. 

Your committee submit, that from all the information laid 
before them, that it is proper that those banks. in which the 
state is most deeply interested, viz: the Planters’ Bank, 
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Bank, should be placed- in a state of.liquidation, so as to. 
realize from their assets the greatest possible amount for the, ` 
payment of the liabilities already incurred for them. 
Two-fifths of the capital stock of the Planters’ Bank, 
amounting to two milion of dollars,are owned by-the state. . 
This bank is not now in a situation to meet her current tia-. 
bilities. This stock, by the act of 1839, known as the trans- . 
fer act, has been transferred to the Mississippi Rail Road , 
Company, upon condition, that said Rail Road Company pay. 
the interest upon the bonds created by the state in 1831 and 
233, in order to effect the subscription to said capital stock.. 
The condition of the Rail Road Company, by their own 
snowing, forbids the conclusion, that any effort of payment 
on their part, of the accruing interestyand instalments of the 
principals as they respectively fall due, will be attempted. 
Your committee are of opinion that a sequestration of all . 
the assets of the said rail-road company should he forthwith. 
made by the state, through her proper authorities, to the end: 
that the state may be saved from the ruinous transfer being 
made by said company of the available means for the liqui- 
dation of her bonds becoming due, for the loan created in 
1831 and in 1833. If the rail-road company is permitted 
further to sacrifice the Planters’ Bank stock, transferred to 
them for the redemption of their issues of bank paper, in 
vain may the state hereafter look’ for the profits of an ex- 
pensive rail-road to reimburse her for a loss sustained. The 
amount of stock owned in the Planters’ Bank by the State, 
renders it imperiously necessary that you should provide 
for the safety and ultimate reimbursement for the amount. 
by the state subscribed for said stock. To this end your 
committee would recommcnd that said bank be placed in 
the hands of the president and cashier of the mother bank 
as commissioners, giving them power to renew all notes as 
the board of directors would have had, requiring the with- 
drawal of her branches, and the curtailment of their expens 
ditures. "The past legislation has thrown such a discredit 
upon the existing banking institutions, as to rerder, in the 
opinion of your committee, the idea of. bolstering them up, 
injudicious and improper. The question of gravest impor- 
tance, in our opinion, requiring legislative action, is, the fu- 
ture management of the Mississippi Union Bank. Various 
propositions have been entertained and engaged our atten- 
tion; none of which seems more acceptable, than, that it be 
placed in liquidation for the benefit of the state. Your com- 
mittee submit that in their opinion the bank as now consti- 
tuted and organized, is, with its assets, properly the prop- 
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erty of the state. The amourt of stock owned by the state 
is five million dollars, equal to one-third the capital stock of 
said institution, which has been paid for; while the bonds in- 
tended tor the benefit of the individual stockholder, remain, 
a portion unsigned and retained by the executive of the 
state, and the balance: forbidden by him to be negotiated. 
Under this statement of facts, your committee submit, that 
the state having commenced banking in copartnership with 
individuals, and forbidden the negotiation cf the individuals” 
capital, and having-thereby prevented any participation in 
any profits which might have arisen, virtually dissolved the 
association, (if any ever existed,) and cannot now endeavor 
to make the innocent participants in aloss which they never 
joined in creating. 

Your committee do not doubt the propriety of retaining 
the mortgages in all cases where the mortgagees are indebt- 
“ed to the institution, and at the same time of releasing the 
obligation of such mortgages where they are not indebted. 
Principles of sound morality and public policy, demand it. 
Fetters thrown around the transmutation of the possession 
of property, are disadvantageous to the citizen, and do not 
confer a benefit upon the state. Already are the officers of 
the courts disregarding the validity of the liens created, and 
the titles are becoming daily clouded by repeated sales, all 
of whieh are evils which the wisdom of the legislature 
should prevent and avert. Immense litigation must ensue 
if a contrary opin'on should be entertained, and additional 
burthens thrown upon the people. It is contended that this 
is a contest between twelve or thirteen hundred stockhold- 
ers, so called, and the rest of the people of this state. Surely 
à state would not adopt a system of legislation whereby one 
portion should be oppressed for the gratification or advan- 
tage of another, more especially where that minor portion 
have been drawn into a scheme originally designed for the 
bencfit of the whole, and which by the action of the agent 
of the whole, that portion have ‘been deprived of any ben- 
efit. Your committee would submit that the mortgagors 
called individual stockholders, in contradistinction to the 
state as a stockholder, have not been, in the loans of busi- 
ness facilities granted by the bank. preferred, but have been 
placed upon the same footing as any other applicant or cit- 
izen for accommodation. 

Your committee are of opinion that the assets of the in- 
stitution under consideration, by proper management, will 
redeem her liabilities exclusive of the bonds, and go far to- 
wards the redemption of the same. [n view of this, we re- 
commend a curtailment of the expenses of the institution, 
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by a withdrawal of the branches now in operation, and a 
discontinuance of all officers not strictly necessary in the 
management of the affairs, consistent with the views herein : 
before entertained. i 

Seventeen hundred and seventy thousand dollars of the 
issues are already protested, some of which have been paid 
in; what amount the committee have no information. The 
outstanding circulation and deposite certificates amounting 
to $2,765,774 14 is subject to a demand and protest with 
15 per cent. damages. Your committee recommend the re- 
peal of the laws now in force, giving such damages, whereby 
$415,000 or thereabouts, will be saved to the state. The 
justice of such a course when properly viewed, we presume 
none will question. Your committee would r>commend 
that the bonds already issued and unsold, be surrendered 
and cancelled, and that no more be issued. Owing to the 
existing embarrassed-condition of the money market at 
home and abroad, sales could not be effected which would 
be in consonance with the charter. The liability of the 
state is not, in our opinion, lessened by the failure on the 
part of the executive or legislature formally to ratify the 
sale made by the commissioners; subsequent acts on the 
part of both, and continued silence, are virtual as well as 
implied ratifications, and the want of power in the purchaser 
to purchase, would rather work a forfeiture of the charter 
of the company, than annul the sale, especially where the 
vendor received a quid pro quo or valuable consideration. 
If, as is stated. the consideration be deemed inadequate in 
consequence of interest upon the instalments received by. 
the purchasers, or discount to make them equivalent to par, 
then for that amount perhaps, a refusal to pay would be just 
anü equitable: on the other hand, the committee submit that 
the profits realized by checks or drafts upon distant points 
where the funds were placed to meet the payment of the 
bonds, counterbalance the loss supposed to have been sus- 
tained. 

In the present state of destroyed confilence and credit, 
throughout the commercial world, your committee think it is 
inexpedient further to extend the principle of banking; 
they are satisfied the currency will again find its level, and 
business resume its wonted channels. Your committee 
submit that the driving out of circulation. the.issues of our 
own banks, even those in which tlie state is interested, has 
caused the vacuum te be filled with the issues of banks of 
the adjoining states, of the solvency of which our people are 
totally unacquainted, and of the power to control the 
amount of issue we are destitute, and the advantages and 
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profits derived from such circulation are thrown into the 
hands of those uninterested in our institutions. 

To restore order where chaos has ensued improviden 
legislation and destructive policy. is not the work of a mo- 
ment; far easier does the tornado raze to the ground the 
stupendous fabrie, than the hands of Briareus can replace it. 

All of whieh is respectfully submitted. 

Your committee at as early a time as practicable, beg 
leave to-report a bill embodying the principles in the fore- 
going report. 

CHAS. E. MOUNT, Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Besancon, 

Ordered, that the report be received and 250 copies 
be printed. - 

A message from the Governor, by Mr. Russell, his pri- 
vate secretary. 

Mr. Spraxer—I am instructed by his Excellency, the 
Governor, to inform this House, that he did on yesterday 
approve and sign 

“An act to amend! the? law as to leases of the 16th 
sections.” 

«An act in reference to the board of pol'ce of the county 
of Smith.” 

* An act authorising trustees of section 16, township 9, 
range 6, east, to rescind the sale thereof.” 

“An act to repeal an act conferring corporate privileges 
on the citizens of the town of Rodney, and for other purpo- 
ses." 

* An act to amend the several acts incorporating ihe town 
of Salem,in the county of Tippah.” 

*An act to preserve the records of the board of police in 
the county of Lowndes.” 22 

“ An act. to change the name of Mary Woodward* to 
that of Mary Frazier.” 

* An act for the relief of Oliver C. Brooks.” 

“An act releasing the claim of the state by escheat to a 
certain tract of land in Warren county." 

“An act to repeal an act entitled an act to guard against 
the insolvency of the banks, and moneyed corporations in 
this state, and to seeure the rights of creditors thereof, ap- 
proved 12th May, 1837.” 

“A resolution granting leave of absence from this state to 
the Hon. Morgan L. Fitch.” 

“An act further to regulate the elections for trustees of 
school lands in the county of Franklin.” 


* An act for the relief of J. M. Elder.” 
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* An act to amend the laws relating to injunctions and 
supercedeas bonds and sales in chancery.” 

*An act to tax brokers, and for other purposes." 

All of which originated in the House of Representatives. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary: 

Mr. SrEAkER— The Senate have passed bills from the 
House of Representatives of titles to wit: | 

A billto be entitled “an act to authorize Levi W. Moore 
to build a toll-bridge across the Chickasaha river.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the liens of judg- 
ments and decrees.” 

They have made amendments to the last mentioned bill, 
in which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

The Senate have also passed bills of titles to wit: 

A biil to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Williams- 
burg Male and Female Academy in the county of Coving- 
ton.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to prescribe the place of 
holding the public school in township No. 19, of range No. 
17, east, in Lowndes county.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to refund to Samuel G. 
Wells, late Assessor and Collector of Taxes in Lowndes 
county, Mississippi, sixty-seven dollars.” 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. . 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their secre 
tary, viz: 

Mr. Spraxer—The Senate have adopted the following 
resolutions, and have appointed as the committee on the 
part of the Senate, Messrs. Tucker, Walton and Davidson. 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of: 
the House of Representatives. 

“Resolved, with the concurrence of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, That a joint select committee be appointed, con- 
sisting of tiree members of the Senate and members 
of the House of Representatives, that said committee visit 
the Mississippi Union: Bank, and that said committee be in- 
structed as soon as.practicable, to ascertain and report 
on the following points, viz: 

ist. The amount of the bonds of this State sold by said bank. 
2d. To whom the said bonds were sold. 

3d. To whom said bonds now belong. f 

4th. The number of shares subscribed for and actually 
paid into said bank. l 

5th. The number of stockholders besides this State. 
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6th. When the individual stockholders (if any there be) 
of said bank became stockholders. Pa 

7th. Whether the individual stockholders of said bank 
(ifany there be) have exercised any. act or thing under 
the provisions of the charter of said bank. 

8th. Whether the individual stockliolders of said bank 
have, or have not united in the election of directors of said 
bank, and if so, when and where such election took place, 
. and what stockholders did so unite in such election. 

9th. The sum and amount expended by said bank, for, 
and on account of the individual stockholders of said bank. 

10th. The amount (if anv) of accommodation exteuded 
to the directors of said bank since the last examination of 
the affairs of said bank. 

11th. Whether the State have or have not withheld a 
portion of the bonds required by the charter to be delivered 
to the bank, and if so, at what time and in what manner 
the State so refused. 

12th. Whether the stock mortgages were executed and 
delivered up to said bank before or after the sale of the 
State bonds, and the amount of bonds so secured, as ex- 
pressed in the face of said mortgages. 

13th. ‘To examine the correspendence between the ex- 
ecutive, on the part of the State, and the bark, and ascer- 
tain whether the first five millions of State bonds were or 
were not executed and placed in said bank in payment of 
the State stock subscribed for on the part of the State. 

14th. And at what time the bonds sold were negociated, 
when the first and all subsequent instalments of the 
$5,000,000 were paid. 

On motion of Mr. Crump, 

The House adopted the said resolutions, and the blank on 
motion of Mr. Shoemaker, was filled with “five,” and the 
Speaker appointed Messrs. Robinson, Crump, Bond, Burrus 
and Bell. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee to whom was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens of Lexington, in the county 
of Holmes, praying the repeal of the corporate privileges 
of said town, reported that they had had the same under 
consideration, and had instructed him to report a bill to be 
entitled “an act to.repeal an act to incorporate the town of 
Lexington in Holmes county, approved January 25, 1836.” 

Which report was received and agreed to, and the bill 
read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Mcore, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, the bill read a second and 
third time, and passed with its title as stated. 
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Mr. Shoemaker made the following report, viz: 

- Mr. SpeaxkEr—The select committee to whom was refer- 
red a bill to be entitled “an act, to authorize the President 
and Directors of the Grand Gulf Rail Road and Banking Co. 
to wind up their affairs as a bank, and for other purposes,” 
have instructed me to report the:sill without amendment. 

D. SHOEMAKER, Chairman. 
On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, 
The report was received. 
On motion of Mr. Magrauder,. 

The report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Murchison, from the select committee to whom had 
been referred the petition of R. Parker, and others, of the 
city of Natchez, praying the Legislature to grant them a 
charter for a mutual fire insurance company in that city: 
repurted that they had had the same under consideration 
and had instructed him to report a bill to be entitled “an 
act establishing a mutual fire insurance company in the city 
of Natchez.” 

Which report was received and agreed to. 

The bill reported by the select committee was read the 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, of Hinds, 

The documents, accompanying the report of the Com- 
mmissioners appointed to examine sites for the location of 
the State University, were referred to the committee on 
education. 

On motion of Mr. Mount, 

The contract of Messrs. Shelby and Ross, for work done 
on the Yazoo Pass, submitted witu the Governor's annual 
message, was referred, to the committee on Internal im- 
provements. k 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 

The vote taken yesterday evening upon printing 120 
copies of the report of the commissioners to examine the 
sites for the location of the state University, was re-con- 
sidered, and. 200 copies of the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Maury, by leave of the House, presented the claim 
of S. P. Baley for services rendered the state, which upon 
motion of Mr. Maury, was referred to the committee on 
claims. 

On motion of Mr. Inge, 

Resolved, That the clerk of this House be instructed to 
ask of the Senate a copy of a bill entitled “an act to amend 
an act entitled an act to establish a College in the Missis- 
sippi tesritory,” which passed that body at its last session, 
and has been lost or mislaid in this House. 
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Mr. Watson offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, the Honorabie Senate concurring, that this 
Legislature will adjourn sine die, on Saturday the 30th inst. 

On motion of Mr. Watson, 

The constitutional rule requiring joint resolutions to lie 
one day upon the table, was dispensed with, the resolution 
read a second time and passed. 

Mr. Leake presented the following resolution, which by 
a rule of the House, lies one day upon the table, viz: 

Resolved, the Senate concurring, that a committee of 
five on the part of the House, and on the part of the 
Senate, be constituted a joint select committer, to whom so 
much of the Constitutional rules as relates to the compe- 
tency of the Legislature to act upon any business which 
may be brought before it, with authority to report, by bill 
or otherwise. 

Mr. Durham submitted the following resolutions, which by 
a rule of the House, lies one day upon the table, viz: 

Resolved, The Senate concurring, that the two Houses 
will convene in the Representative Hall, on Tuesday next, 
12 o’clock, to select one of the seven places, for the site and 
location of the State University. 

Mr. Besangon moved to reconsider the vote upon the 
resolution fixing on Saturday, the 30th inst. for the adjourn- 
ment of the two Houses of this Legislature. Mr. Boon, 
sustained by the requisite number, caliing for the ayes and 
noes, they were ordered, and are as follows: 

A yes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of 
Hinds. Acker, Barringer, Baldwin, Besançon, Bradford, Bin- 
ford, Boon, Cook, Cole, Crump, Downes, Durham, Draine, 
Ellis of Newton, Evans; Finley, Fore, Field, Frost, Graves, 
Grinstead, Harrington, Harrison, Johnson, Jones, Kilgore, 
Leake, Leggett, Means, Mount, Murchison, Moore, Marsh, 
Norris, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, Rayburn, Roberts, Ruff, Rob- 
inson, Shoemaker, Turner, Terrell, Thompson, Tompkins, 
Wilcox, and Watkins—51. 

Noes—Messrs. Berry, Bell, Burrus, Billups, Dobyns, 
Draughan, Dunn, Ellis of Copinh, Ellis of Jasper, Goode, 
Holland, Inge, Lemley, Lowe, Moody, Mabry, Maury, Ma- 
grauder, McGowan, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Stewart, 
Watson, Wagster, Wood, Womack, and Yerger—28. 

Mr. Boon moved to amend by striking out the “30th 
inst.” and inserting, “the 6th of February.” Mr. Watson 
called a division of the question, upon striking out and m- 
serting, and the question being upon striking out, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. l 

Mr. Besançon moved to amend by striking out all after 
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the word “resolved,” and insert, “that the Legislature ad- 
journ on the 28th day of this month, to the first Monday án 
May, 1841." ' l 

Mr. Leake moved to postpone the whole matter until 
Saturday the 30th inst., and the ayes and noes being called 
for by the constitutional number, they were ordered, and 
are as follows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of 
Hinds, Acker, Baldwin, Bradford, Binford, Boon, Bynum, 
Cook, Crump, Durham, Draine, Dunn, Johnson, Kilgore, 
Leake, Murchison, Mabry, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, 
Ruff, Thompson, and Tompkins—26. 

Noes—Messrs. Barringer, Besangon, Derry, Bell, Burrus, 
Billups, Cole, Downes, Dobyns, Draughan, Ellis of Copiah, 
Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of Newton, Evans, Finley, Fore, Field, 
Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, 
Holland, Inge, Jones, Lemley, Lowe, Leggett, Means, 
Mount, Moody, Moore, Marsh, Maury, Magraude:, Mc- 
Gowan, Rayburn, Roberts, Robinson, Runnels, Shelby, 
Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, Turner, Terrell, Wilcox, 
Watson, Wagster, Watkins, Wood, Womack and Yerger 
— 54. ; 

So the motion was not sustained. 

Mr. Shoemaker moved to adjourn, 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Besancon's amendment was then considered; 

And the question being upon its adoption, 

It was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Magrauder moved to amend, by inserting the “1st day 
of February next,” | 

Which was lost. é 

The question recurring upon Mr. Boone's amendment, 
and the ayes and noes being called for by the requisite 
number, they were ordered, and are as follows: 

A yes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of 
Hinds, Acker, Barringer, Bald win, Bradford, Binford, Boon, 
Cook, Crump, Downes, Durham. Draine, Finley, Graves, 
Johnson, Kilgore, Leake, Means, Murchison, Mabry, Nor- 
ris, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, Rayburn, Ruff, Robinson, Shel- 
by, Shoemaker, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Wat- 
kins—35. ` j 

Noes—Messrs. Besangon, Berry, Bell, Burrus, Billups, 
Bynum, Cole, Dobyns, Dvaughan, Dunn, Ellis of Copiah, 
Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of Newton, Evans, Fore, Field, Frost, 
Grinstead, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Holland, Inge, 
Jones, Lemly, Lowe, Leggett, Mount, Maury, Moody, 
Moore, Marsh, Magrauder, Roberts, Runnels, Smiley, Stew- 
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att, Turner, Terrell, Watson, Wilcox, Wagster, Wood, 
Womack, and Yerger—45. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Offutt submitted the following amendment— fill the 
space by inserting the 5th day of February next,” 

Which was adopted. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary, to wit: 

Mn. Speaxer—The Senate have passed a bill to be enti 
tled, “an act for the benefit of James Nevills, for services 
rendered in arresting the outlaw and robber, Alonzo 
Phelps;” and a bill to be entitled “an act for the extension 
of the time now prescribed by law for returning executions 
in the county of Wilkinson;” 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. l 

The Senate have passed a hill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to be entitled “an act for the relief of Robert L. 
Matthews.” 

The two first named bills, accompanying the message 
from the Senate, were read the first time. — 

À message from the Governor, by Mr. Russell, his private 
Secretary. l 


SPECIAL MESSAGE. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I return the abstract of the Census Returns of this State, 
and the statistical information collected by the several 
assistant marshals, in pursuance of an act of Congress.— 
Four hundred and eighty-two thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-five bales of cotton, aver ging four hundred pounds 
each, were grcwed in this state, in the year 1839. The 
crop of 1840 was probably one hundred thousand bales less 


than that of the previous year. 
A. G. MeNUTT. 


Executive Department, 


City of Jackson, Jan. 21, 1841. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary: 

Mn. Spraxer—In accordance with the requisition of the 
House of Representatives, the Senate have instructed me to 
hand to the House a bill to" be entitled “an act to amend 
an act entitled an act to establish a college in the Missis- 
sippi Territory,” which passed the Senate at the last session, 
and was lost or mislaid in the House. 
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Mr. Watson moved the House adou; 

Which was lost. ! 
On motion, 

The House adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


Mr. Field asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr. 
Murchison, a member of this House from the city of Nat- 
chez. 

Mr. Robinson submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That no new business, except that which is now 
assigned to the various committees of this House, shall be 
introduced into the House after the 29d instant. 

On motion of Mr. Lemley, 

The resolution was laid upon the table. 

A bill from the Senate, which originated in the House of 
Representatives, to be entitled *an act to regulate the liens 
and judgments and decrees,” 

Was read with the amendments made by the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 
Ordered, that the House disagree to the first amendment. 
On motion of Mr. Robinson, 

Ordered, that the House disagree to the second and third 
amenaments. : 

A. bill from the Senate to be entitled *an act to incorpo- 
rate the trustees of the Williamsburg Male and Female 
Academy, in the county of Covington,” 

Was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Lowe, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill read a second 
time, and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to prescribe 
the place of holding the public school in township No. 19, 
of renge No. 17 east, in Lowndes county,” 

Was read the first time. 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to refund 
to Samuel G. Wells, late assessor and collector of taxes in 
Lowndes county, Miss., sixty-seven dollars,” 

Was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Evans, 

The constitutional rule, requiring bills to be read on 
three several days, was dispensed with. 

The bill was read a second and third time, 

And passed with its title as stated. 
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Mr. Dobyns called from the orders of the day a bill to be 
entitled “an act for the appointment of inspectors in the 
several counties of this State,” 

Which was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Crump, 

Said bill was amended by the following additional section: 

“ Beit further enacted, That nothing herein contained shall 
be so construed as to subject to inspection, pork, beef, bag- 
ging and rope designed for other counties in this State, than 
those above recited." i 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The biil was amended by adding the counties of Monroe, 
Carroll and Tishemingo. 

Mr. Wood moved to strike out the county of Adams, 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Graves, 

The bill was amended by the following additional 
section: ; 

« And be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act 
shall not prevent the sale (without inspection) of any pro- 
duce raised in any of the counties of this State.” 

On motion of Mr. Yerger, 

Tne bill was amended by inserting the county of Warren 

after the county of Tishemingo. 
On motion of Mr. Binford, 

The bili was amended by inserting the county of Talla- 
hatchie. 

On motion of Mr. Maury, 

The bill was amended by inserting in the 6th section after 
the words “bagging or bale rope,” in the fourth line, “or 
any flour or lard," and by adding after the 9th line, “and in 
a sum not less than five, nor more than twenty dollars, for 
every barrel of flour, and every keg of lard so sold.” 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, 

The bill was amended by striking out “Governor” and 
inserting *the President of the Board of Police of the re- 
spective counties therein named.” 

On motion of Mr. Magrauder, 

Ordered, that the bill be engrossed, and made the special 
order of the day for to-morrow at 12 o'clock M. 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled “anact to revive 
and further extend certain provisions of an act to authorize 
the stockholders of the Bank of the State of Mississippi to 
close their affairs with as much advantage to the public, and 
as little inconvenience of the individual stockholders, as 
possible,” approved December 19, 1831, | 

Was read the first time. 
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The hour for the special orders of the day was announced. 
The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
on a bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the chancellor 
to exercise certain necessary powers in vacation,’ Mr. Ma- 
grauder in the chair, and after some time spent in the con- 
sideration thereof, rose, and through their chairman asked 
leave to sit again on to-morrow, at 11 o’clock, A. M. 

On motion of Mr. Magrauder, 
The report was received and agreed to. 
Mr. Offutt moved to call from the orders of the day, a bill 


to be entitled “an act to provide for the appointment of 
state printer," 


Which was lost. 

The House continned the consideration of the special or- 
ders of the day. 

The, House again resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, upon the report of the select committee on state 
bonds, Mr. Wilcox in the chair; and after some time spent 
in the consideration thereof, rose, and asked leave to sit 
again on Monday, at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Lemley moved that the House do now adjourn, `` 

Which was lost. 

The regular orders of the day was announced.  . 

“ Resolutions proposing to change the fourth article, and 
fourteenth and twenty-third sections of the constitution,” | 

Were read the third time, and | i 

The question being— 

“Shall these resolutions pass?" 

The ayes and noes were ordered, and are as follows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Allen of Marshall, Barringer, Bald- 
win, Bradford, Burrus, Boon, Bynum, Cook, Cole, Crump, 
Downes, Durham, Dobyns, Draughan, Dunn, Ellis of Jas- 
per, Finley, Fore, Field, Frost, Inge, Johnson, Jones, Kil- 
gore, Lemley, Leake, Means, Mount, Moore, Marsh, Nor- 
ris, Offutt, Rayburn, Roberts, Runnels, Shelby, Stewart, 
Thomas, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Wagster, Watkins, 
Wood and Yerger—47. 

Noes—Messrs. Berry, Bell, Billups, Draine, Ellis of Co- 
piah, Ellis of Newton, Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Harring- 
ton, Harrison, Holland, Lowe, Leggett, Maury, Magrauder, 
McGowan, Owen, Ruff, Smiley, Shoemaker, Turner, Ter- 
rell and Womack—24. : \ 

So the resolutions did not pass, it requiring two-thirds of 
the whole for their adoption. | 

A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate thé fees of cer- 
tain officers therein named, and for other purposes,” 
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Was read a third time, 

And passed with its title, as stated. 

The Speaker laid before the House a communication from 
the stockholders of the Union Bank. 

Mr. Acker moved that the communication be received: 

Which was carried. 

Mr. Acker moved that the communication be referred to 
a select committee of five, with instructions to report by 
bill or otherwise, 

Which was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Offutt, 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee on the Union 
Bank, and that the clerk be instructed to ask the concur- . 
rence of the Senate to the reference made. 

On motion of Mr. Downes, 
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock, to-morrow. 


| 


FRIDAY, January 22d, 1841. 


10 O'cLOCK, A. Me 


Mr. Johnson presented the petition of sundry citizens.of 
De Soto county, praying the legislature to repeal so much 
of the act incorporating the town of Hernando, as includes 
e in said corporation; which, on motion, was laid on the 
table. 

Mz. Bradford presented the petition of the citizens of the 
town of Pontotoc, praying the legislature to pass such a 
statute as will invest a certain slave therein named with all 
the rights, privileges, immunities, and franchises, as can be 
enjoyed by any free person of color under the constitution 
of this commonwealth; which, on motion, was referred to a 
select committee of three, composed of Messrs. Bradford, 
Durham, and Finley. 

Mr. Means presented the petition of J oseph Hurst, pray- 

ing such an alteration of the law as will enable him to ob- 
tain a divorce; which, on motion, was referred to the com- 
mittee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Inge presented the ‘petition ot J. A. Van Hoesen, 
from the city of Natchez; which, on motion of Mr. Inge, 
was referred to a select committee of three, consisting of 
Messrs. Inge, Dickson, and Lemley. 

Mr. Berry presented the petition of Henry C. Bennett, 
praying the legislature to pass a law authorizing tke auditor 
to audit a claim therein set forth; which, on motion, was 
refe-red to the committee on claims. 


Mr: Bésangon presented a preamble | and resólitions ask- 
ing Congress to make a certain approptiation “of land for 
purposes therein mentioned; which was, on motion, referred 
to'& select cotniittee’ of three; consisting of Messis. TE 
sangcn, Allen of Marshall, and Berry. © °; 

Mr. Draine presented the claim of Edward Johusoin fot 
sérvices, &c: rendered the state; “which, ‘on motion, was re- 
ferred to the committee on claims," ` 

Mr. Ellis'of- Newton presented the clainiof T. M. "Ellis 
& Co. for articles furnished the legislature; which, on. mo: 
tion, was referred to the committee on claims. ° ° 

Mr. Shoemaker presefitéd the petition of sundry. citizens 
of Cópiah county; residing ‘On’ township nine, ef Tange six 
east, which 

^ On motion, 

Was referred to a select Gomtaittód of three, consisting 
of Messrs. Shoemaker, Colê and Downes: ` 

‘Mr. Yerger presented the petition of George C. Weller; 
atid others, prayihg the legislature to pass a law for the 
ai of the Protestant’ Biscopal Church of the’ state of 

ississippi, which 

On motion, 

Was laid on the table. n 

Mr. Evans, from the committeé om the judiciary, pre- 
sented the following report, toswit: | 

Mr. SrxAxEn— Phe committee on the judiciary having 
eótisideréd of a bill to be entitled’ “an” act further to' regu- 
late the' practice upon writs of error and appeals, in the 
High Court ‘of’ Errors and eM ask leave. to repor: the 
sims without amendment.” . | 

^. On motion of Mr: Evans, 

The repert of the Gottes Was received and agfited m 

And the bil'fhérein'mámed, — : É 

Was read thé third time, and passed with. adj seul 
ted. : 

Mr. Evans, ‘from tke’ judiciary: committee, E thé fol- 
lowing report; to^witi  : 

Mr. SrgAxER— The committee on'the' judiciar VW kaving 
had under consideration, a bill to be entitled ah act s. 
quiet latid titlés'to the rightful‘ owBers of land Hi the state 

of Mississippi," ask leave to report the sate withalie amend- 
ment. MM 
On motion, ` ^ B uo E 

"The report ‘of thé cömmittee was Webiveda asteed to; 

And the bill ordéted to be engrossed fori a a M read 
on to-móriow. pte a 

ptg z H yepe Ea se á E "EF S Ps: : 
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_ Mr. Evans, from the committee on the judiciary, made 
the following report, to. wit: .. . | ee 
. Mr. Sreaxeg— The ‘committee on the judiciary. having 
considered of a bill to:be entitled * an act-to direct the prac- 
tice and proceedings in suits, &c.” ask leave to report. that 
the said. bill contains the subject matter of a bill acted upon 
at the present session of the. legislature, that it is therefore 
against the rules of the Ilouse, to act; upon said bill; the 
committee. therefore respectfully suggest that said bill ought 


* * 


not to pass. | 
On motion, . ei | ta. pent WE 
. The report ofthe committee was. received and agreed.to. 
. Mr. Evans, from the committee -on the judiciary, made 
the following report, to wit: 
Mr. SekakeR— The committee on the judiciary having 
considered of the bill to be entitled “an act increasing the 
powers aud duties of the probate: courts, and for the protec- 
tion of orphans,” ask leave to report:. That the powers:and 
duties of probate courts are, in the opinion of the committee, 
sufficiently exténsive.as to the. matters embraced in the 
bill. "They respectfully suggest therefore that the bill ought 
not to pass. MEE 
On motion, l 
The report was received and agreed to. fe 
Mr. Evans, from the committee on the judiciary, made 
the following report: mE ER MN A 
Mr. Srzaxer—The committee on, the judiciary, having 
had under consideration a bill to be entitled “an act sup: 
plementary to an aet to amend the seventy-fifth, eighty: 
fifth, ninety-third, ninety-fourth, and ninety-fifth sections of 
an act to be entitled “ an act to reduce into one the several 
acis concerning last wills and testaments, the duties of ex- 
ecutors, administrators and guardians, and the rights of .or- 
hans and other representatives of deceased persons,” pas- 
sed November 26, 1821, ask leave to report that in the 
opinion of the committee, the :provisions contained iw the 
bill are inexpedient, and they respectfully suggest that the 
bill ought. not to: pass. . XB m 
a On motion, ir he o PE xm 
The report of the committee was received and agreed to 
. Mr. Evans, from the. committee on the judiciary, madé 
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the following report: ` | ne 

Me. Speaxer:—The committee on the judiciary having 
had under consideration a. bill to, be entitled “an act to 
compel ‘tax collectors to. pay over :money collected, and 
for other purposes," ask leave to report—that a bill con- 
taining the said subject matter.has been passed into a law 


agp - 


at this preseif session;and that itis ot therefore — 
to pass the bill. — ut 
V'Omn'üiotion? Pe ces ben gh gu at dE eii. 
“The report af! ‘the: cóiimitto : was received anid mo 
Mr. Evans, from the committeeé:ón the , Judiciaty “made” 
the following report, to wit;zo6 ^ 3$ ovi psa coy peel yy 
Mr. Spraxer:— The committee on the judiciai'y, to: hom 
was referred the petition of William L.:Allen, atid’ others, 
having had the sanie-under consideration; ask leave-to pés- 
port a bill to be entitled “an act relating to the trustees of? 
penu lands," which, __ E EE AER É 


stag? 


; On motion, dM M eee cm 
Was réveived and agree to; DL RR 
And the bill was read the first times ^ ^^ 77 ov uA 
“ Mri Rüühels, from “a: select: committee, ‘made the ii 

lowing report, to wit: : ui aset is ba e 


“Mx: Speaker: The ‘committee’ hole duty it! "Was “tor 
examine into the condition of the State library; have po 
formed that duty, and have instructed  nie-to report, *- 

-That'in thé éxaminatioh having no, fall and coinplete cat- 
alogue df the books, &c. they were: governed by a'fefereiice” 
to the:“frinted-catalogue;' urid- the invoices © ‘bt books: Pur 
chased since its publication. d oil. nb. ; 

And your committee find that the following books: aré not” 
in the library, and that there are no recéipts for! them, viz: 
Brown's Cases in Parliament; Gordon's Digest, State Trials, 
Starkie on Evidence, one valütiie Vermont Reports; Walk- 
er's Reports, Seneca's Morals; one. volume: Coóper's Novels, 
Ames” Fisher “Works; Montéfioti's ‘Precedents; Moore's 
Utopid;* ‘Mortimer’s ee ot ‘Trade; Review of: "America : 3 
History and’ Politics, Life af m ‘Biindges "Btoddatdis 
Louisiana." cs : 

- The librarian states that Biens df these: books were ‘hot! 
in'the library at the time he took: possession tof. the: "office," 
which your eortimittee hive no reason to'doubt. ^^ «is 5 

- With the’ excep tioti of tlie: ‘absent books; and! sore want 
of properly: arfingiug the bóoks in their. appropriate places, 
your committee. are of the opion. that the "end is: in? 
good éonditioti;" b PL "s NT 

Your conintities' dre of the:-0 iion: shat! ‘nasiniich as the*? 
library is “the” property: of: the State,’ aid ithe librariati‘ac: é 
countable to-thè' Statealone;t the «moré “appropriate: mode: 
of electing’ such: officer ‘in’ füture: would'be by theÉegisla- 
ture; site... Ásia toria E S elt a WAOUÁ 1 eae To, 

All ui which i is respect submitted: " DID Gase 
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On. motion, the report of the committee was received and. 
agreed to. ^ 
Mr. Wilcox, by leave, introduced a bill to-be entitled “an 
act-declaratery of the laws. and policy. of. this-state on the 
subject of domestic slavery," B 
Which was read the first time. a E 
On. metion of, Mr. Wilcox,  . 

The constitutional rule. requiring bills, to be. fea upon: l 
three several days, was-dispensed with, and the m read a: 
second. time... 2 

On motion of Mr. Besancon, 

The rule was further dispensed with, ‘and the said bill 
considered as engrossed, and read. a. third time and passed 
with its title as stated, . 

‘Mr. Ings, by leaves. introduced a-bill to be, entitled “an 
act to amend the several laws in force in this state, pre- 
scribing the duties and powers:of the: circuit court in the | 
third judicial district,” | 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Allen of Marshall gave notice: that he ould on to- 
morrow introduce a bill to be entitled.“an act, to change; 
the time of holding the police court,.in..Marshall, county.” es 

Mr. Leake, by leave. introduced a bill to be entitled “am. 
act to alter the.constitution, of the state.of sap 1 

The, question being— 

“Shall the-bill pass its. first reading?” 

Thwayesand noes;were ordered. , |. 

Those who voted for.its passage are— — . 

Ayes—Mzr. Speaker, Messrs, Allen of Hinds,. Acker, Be- 
sancon, Derry, Bradford, Boon, Bynum, Cook, Cole, Downes, ; : 
Durham, Draine, Dobyns, Draughan, Eliis of. Copigh, Ellis of: 
Jasper, Ellis of Newton, Fore, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, . 
Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Holland, Jenkins, Jones, Kil- 
gores Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Moody, Marsh, Mc-:: 
Gowan, Norris, Prewitt, Ray burn, Roberts, Robinson Shel- ; 
by, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart,; Turner, Terrell, Tomp- 
at Wilcox. sneer Watne, Wood. “oo and 


fire 


tary: - 
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Mr. Srearer— The Senate-have:given leave to the intro- 
duction of a bill to be entitled *an act to provide for the 
pay warrants ‘issued: by: the:Auditor of public accoünts."— 
They have passed a bill to be entitled “an act: to‘repeéal an 
act :to incotporate the town of Port::Gibson, in Claiborne 
county.”— And a bill to be entitled “an ‘act to-amend. the 
Penitentiary: Code of" this State, and for other purposes.” - 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence: of: the 
House of Representatives. º 

Mr. Durham moved to call from the tablea snk sa 
in relation to the selection of a site for a State University A 

Wbich call was sustained, 
* And the question taken on: He Sdostion of the resolation, 
and decided in the affirmative. - tion 

Ordered, that the clerk.inform the Sehate of the same. 

Mr. Magrauder moved to call: from the table. bill to be 
entitled “an act to authorize the Presidént and Directors of 
the Grand Gulf Rail Road and Banking Company to wind 
up their affairs ‘as a hank, and for other: purposes, 

Which was not sustained. : 

"Mr. Shelby moved to call from the tableʻa bill to be en- 
titled “an act providing for the construction of a toll-bridge 
over the Yazoo Pass,” 

Which was not sustained. 

Mr. Wilcox, by leave, introduced a bil to be entitled “an 
act to provide for the appointment of an officer to be m 
the general superintendant of education," 

Which was read the first time; : wa ue a 

‘On motion of. Mr. Wilcox,; . — 

The dn uon rule was dispensed with, the bill. read 

a. second time,and, . > ; 
| On motion of Mr. Wilcox, ean 

. Referred to the committee on'edücation. © ~- 

The hour for the consideration of the special orders of the 
day ‘was announced, and the bill.to be entitled “an act au- 
thorizing the chancellor to’ exercise: certain ‘necessary pow- 
ers in ‘vacation, and for other purposes,” was considered in 
committee of..the whole, Mr..Allen ‘of Hinds in the chait, 
and after some time spent in the considération thereof, the 
committee rose and, through their: chairman, reported the 
bill back to the House with sundry amendments thereto, 
and'on motion, the réport of the committee was ‘received 
and agreed to, and the bill with its amendments ordered ‘to 
be engrossed and mado‘the special order of the day for é à 
third reading on tomorrow, at 12 o’clock. A 
: Ôn motion of Mr. Wood; .. T "d 

The House adjourned until 3 o clock): P. M. IUE 
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' THREE. CLOCK, Pe Me ` dix mo H 

The House pecie the: consideration of the specs a 
der of the day. ; ay 

A bill’to.be entitled “an act providing for the ‘appoint 
ment of inspectors in the several counties -of this-state, pre- 
scribing their cutiei regulating their fees, and for other 
purposes,” - ; . Nx. 

Was read the third time. MEET 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns, Z 

The ninth section of said bill was stricken out, end the 
bill passed with its title as stated. 

.. Mr. Boon moved to call from the orders of the day a pill 
to be entitled “an act to reduce the ‘salaries of certain of 
ficers therein named, and for other purposes? .- - : 

Which call was sustained. | Ea 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns, . ten 

“The House- resolved. itself forthwith into comnie of 
the whole on said bill, (Mr. Wilcox in the chair,) and after 
some time spent in the consideration thereof, the committee 
rose and reported the bill with sundry amendments, and 
asked leave to sit again on to-morrow. at 11 pum 

On motion, ; " 

The report was received. 

- A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downes, their Secre- 
tary: 

Ma. Sreacnr—The Senate have concurred i m the resolu- 
tion from the House of Representatives, “That the Legis- 
lature BOITE sine die on Buda » the. d pay of: Fporuary 
next.” 

The Senen insist upon the EAE Made by them 
to the bill from the House of Representatives to.be entitled 
“an act to regulate the liens of judgments and decrees;"— 
and have instructed me to desire the-House of Represénta- 
tives to recede from their disagreement to the amendments. . 

The Senate have passed ‘a bill.from the House of Repré- 
sentatives to be entitled “an act to change the name of the 
Mississippi College, and for other pur poses aad have made 
sundry amendments thereto; - aes 

In which I am instrücted. to desire the concurrence of.the 
Hone of Representatives. >. E E 

- The Senate have passed: bills of. ae following titles, to 
wit: 

A bill to. be entitled “an-act further to dispose of semina- 
ry lands which have been sold and not paid for; 

A bill to be entitled “an act concerning sherifis and their 
paying over money ;” | QC amt Maro 


In-which'l-am‘instructed’ tò desire the Jeoneurrépice of thë 
House of Representatives: ` pP 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, . e. 
-"The House adjoürhed. " NEN PE 


o. a “SATURDAY; J. ANUARY D ret. - 
aie E) va ` sp . 

Mr Acket —— the: petition of "o citizens of 
Monroe county, praying “the legislature to ‘locate permá- 
nently the seat of justice of said county, which | 

On motion of Mr. Acker, ^: M 

Was referred to ‘a select committee of five, consisting of 
Messrs. Acker, Prewitt, Evans, Thompson | and Besangon.” 

“Mr. Dunn presented the’ petition of sundry citizens of 
Washington ‘county, praying the legislature | to attach them 
to the county of Warren, which . 

‘On motion, ` ih 
Was referred to the committee on piopositions and griev- ' 
ances. 

Mr. Field moved that the committee on ways and means 
to whom was referred a memorial .to Congress, relative to. 
a land mail route ftom Memphis to Vicksburg, be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof, and that said memo- 
rial be referred to a select committee of three, . 

Which carried, 

And the chair appointed as said committee Messrs. Field, 
Dunn and Shelby. 

Mr. Barringer presented the petition of Zaéharia C. AL 
vis, of Lafayette county, praying the. passage of an. act 
whereby he may divorced, which. ; i 

On:motion, ` E Y 
"Was referred to a seléct committeê df m ee, consisting of 
Messrs. Barringer, Wagster and Lowe. ` 

Mr. Bell, from the committee ‘on education, to whom was 
referred cértain documents in relation to the location of the 
State University, asked to bédischargéd from the further 
consideration of the same, and that thé documents bé: re- 
ferred to the’ committee on the Seminary fund, i 

And the reference made accordingly. .: ' ae © 

Mr. Magráudér, from ‘the~ standing 'comniittéà on elec: 
tions, reported that the committee ‘on’ elections had exani- 
ined “the credentials ‘of’ Abner Prewitt and D. “Womack, 
members elect ‘from the counties ‘of’ Monroé ‘and’ ‘Simpson, 
and found that the said gentlemen were "duly and constitu. 
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tionally elected members of this House to fill ' vacancies 
whieh had oceurred in those counties. p dm 

On motion, i l TE 

The report of the committee was received and agreed:to. 

Mr. Binford, from the committee on propositions and 
grievanees, made the following report, to wit: 

Mr. Speaxer—The committee on propositions and griev- 
ances, to whom was referred the petition of Joseph Hurst, 
of Marshall county, for a divorce, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report unfavorable 
to said petition; and ask leave to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same, which E 

On motion, l 

Was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Evans, from the committee on the judiciary, reported 
as follows, to wit: 

Mn. Speaxer:—The committee on the judicjary, haying 
had under consideration the bill to be entitled ‘an act tọ a 
mend an act entitled an act to repeal the 15th seetion of an act 
entitled an act further to extend relief to debtors, passed 
23d January, 1824, and fer other purposes, approved Feb- 
vary 5th, 1827,” ask leave to report the same without 
amendment. 

On motion, 
The report of the committee was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Dunn, from the committee te whom was referred the 
report of the committee on the revenue, together with the 
communication frem the auditor, made the following report, 
which, 

On motion, 

Was received. 


Mr. Speaxer:—The select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the report of the committee on the revenue, together 
with the communication of the Auditor of Public Accounts- 
of date the 19th instant, have instructed me to 

REPORT: l - 

That upon carefully comparing the report of the said 
committee with the communication of the Auditor, they 
have found nothing in the said communication which con- 
tradicts any statement in the report of the committee; -but 
on the contrary, they find.in the communication of the 
Auditer, much which goes to admit and confirm statements 
made in the report of the committee. VU 

In the first paragraph of their report, the committee. en; 
deavor to show the importanee of having the dates of the 
reports of different assessors, preserved im the :Auditor’s 


offices Upon this point the communication of the Auditor 
does not deny the requisition of the committee, or the.re- 
ported inability of the Auditor to. comply, but simply urges 
aiwant of. law and precedent, '. +. o 


$ 


In relation to the second charge made.against the, Auditor. 
by the committee, to wit: |, ^... : s. y 2E 

, “That they faynd the information relating.to the amount 
paid into the.Treasury during:the period.aforesaid, and from 
Whatsourqes the same were received,in, a crude and indigest- 
ed;state in the-A.uditor's Office, which would require weeks to 
arrange.” Your committee would remark that the Auditor, 
in his communication, does nothing more than endeavor to 
extenuate the neglect,.by stating that such has always here- 
tofore been the case in this office. "Also, in reference to 
the charge of .culpable negligence. in that part of his.duty, 
requiring him to institute suit against defaulting assessors 
and collectors, the Auditor -plamly states, that if he had 
obeyed the.requisitions of the law, he would have instituted 
fifty-five suits in 1840; there having been but one assessor 
who reported within the time prescribed by law. 

he chairman of the committee on revenue hands to your 
committee a paper containing the answers of the Auditor 
in writing to four several questions by them propounded to 
said Auditor, which questions and answers are as follows, 
to wit: : * 4 

“Question 1.—Have you or-haye you not been ín the habit 
of allowing defaulting collectors and assessors to settle their 
accounts at your office, and of paying them their regular fees 
for assessing and collecting, without- exacting the thirty. per 
cent. damages on collections and the forfeiture against asses: 
Sors? ; T 

Answer.—In reply to the first question, I answer in the 
affirmative. no x. EN 

Question 2.—Have you or have you not instituted suits 
against those assessors who have not made their returns 
within the time prescribed by law, and have you not paid 
such assessors their fees for assessing, without deducting the 
$500 forfeit? 

Anzwer.—To your second question, I answer to the first 
part in the affirmative, for all in the year 1837, and prior to 
that period, and in the negative to the balance, and to the 
second I answer in the affirmative. UN us 

Question 3.—Have you. or haye you not instituted suits 
against the collectors defaulting, as they have respectively 
occurred? . — l pO. = Su 

Answer.—To the third question I answer in the negative. 

Question 4.—By what authority have you issued more 
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Warrants, than are for each distinet claim against the Trea- 
sury of the State? ` 

Answer.—By thé authority of am det to define the dütiési 
of the Auditor of Public Accounts, and to' ‘establish his sal 
ary, approved March 2d, 1833. 

Your committee herewith present to you a copy of the 
above interrogatories, and the original answers ‘thereto, 
over the signature of thé Auditor; they also accompany this. 
‘report, with the statement of ihe Auditor, showing the dis- 
bursements made cn account of the contingent fünd for the 
years 1838-39 and 1840, which will at once show, is barely: 
a statement of the total amount of disbursements for each 
year, marked E. - They also'submit for yonr a On 
a document marked D. : 

Your committee finding no discrepancy as to the facts 
between the report of the Revenue committee and the com- 
munication of the Auditor, being further confirmed by the 
foregoing questions and answers, feel'satisfied with the cor- 
rectness of the report of the committee on the revenue; 
and deem it would be a work of supererogation in them, to 
go over the same ground, which in their opinion has been 
as ably and fully investigated and reported, as the nature 
of the circumstances would permit. 

Your committee agree with the committee on revenue, iii 
stating that they found the Auditor most ready and willing 
to throw open every avenue for the investigation of his 
official conduct. They have found him frank and candid 
in his answers, showing no disposition’ to concealment, not 
denving the neglect of official duties, but merely eadeavoring 
to palliate the charges by setting forth the onerous charac- 
ter of the duties of his office, and the amount of previous 
examples; in relation to the charges of neglect in not hay- 
ing charged the $500 forfeiture on each assessment roll not 
on file at the period prescribed by law, that he judged it in- 
expedient so to do. 

All of which vour committee most respectfully submit; 
and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of 


the subject. 
SAM?L R. DUNN, Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Wood, à 
Ordered, that 250 copies be printed. 
A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tary: 
Mn. SPEAKkER:— [he Senate have passed bills from the 
tiouse of Representatives of titles, to-wit: 


A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal an act’ entitled an 
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act to. incorporate.the:town of: Lexington, in: ‘the county: iof | 
Holmes, approved February 25, 1836.29.54. 5 d 55 etn 

-Av bill sto-bezéntitled “an act toi define- when Indian fe- 
servations-shall be deemed and held.liable:tó taxatian,>. .:; 

“The Senate have adopted - hie following joint resólutiony 
to witi- pi re vp “ot tai. E Prada Cod o. IY. 4 ES co ES 

- Resolved, That the.joint select committee: raised: on: the. 
subject’ of- thè: Mississippi Union Bank, be. instructed. Ie in» 
quire into and report: Napi per 

First.: -The amount expended in the.year: 18400n- asoan 
of the ‘mother - bank;: including. salaries".of- officers, clerks 
hire, and hire:.of: servants, house rent, stationary. &c,. &c.' 
and if-said salaries. were: paid in the notes of.said Bank, and 
if not paid in the notes of said bank, the kind of; money. 
they were paid in. phages’, uon es dept Eu 

. Second. 'Fhe:amoünt éxpended en account of: the bratith- 
es.of said bank, and:the.expénse of. each: branch separately; 
from the time of the location of said branches, up to-thé 
present time, including salaries:-of officers, clerk/s.lire and 
hire of servants, house:tent, furnitüre, books, stationary, fuel, 
&c. &c., and if. the salaries:of said officers were paid in the 
notes of said bank, and ifnot paid in the notes of a WUN 
the. kind of.money they were paid in. cz h iou 

In which I am instructed to desire the. concurrence, ofthe 
House of Representatives. Cito unes 

Mr. Shelby presented the following ion which; on 
motion, was received and-agreed to, viz: 

Mr. Speaxer—The committee to: whom was mered the 
petition of sundry citizens of the county of Coahoma, pray- 
ing for a law to attach a part of the county :of "Tunica:-to 

thie said county of Coahoma; have had the.same.under con- 

sideration, and ave instructed me.ta report,:thaf the. bour- 
dary lines of those counties could be so:arránged.as to. 
place them in a much: better: situation. and one much.:more 
convenient to their citizens. As“the boundary lines now 
are, some-considerable part-of /Tunica lies back of Coahoma, 
so that the citizens of that part;of Tunica county. ih order 
to get to; their.court house, are under the necessity. Of. pass- 
ing: through. the ‘county..of Coahoma;.indeed-many of their 
citizens disclaim citizenship with Tunica... 

. The;unfortunàte situation - of: these. counties; your com- 
mittee believe, was occasioned. by: the’ fact;:that m. #8365 
when. those counties were-organized; the territory of which 
they were composed was in a great. degree unsettled: and 
unknown, ~ This, your. committed, believe, should be a suffi- 
cient reason why those;boundary lines should be. altered! so 
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as:to.conduce to the happinéss: and convenience, of :theceitis 
zens of both counties. . . um rm 

Your committee would fürtheristate, thatin order to effect 
this desirable object, a small portion of territory . will-be re- 
quired from the county -of De Soto, in order to secure to 
the county of Tunica her constitutional limits, which' ‘your 
committee believe can be given without detriment'to ‘the 
county of De Soto, inasmuch as she has far over ud con 
stitutional limits. 

Your committee, therefore, sms the passice eu: a 
bill herewith reported, to be entitled *an act to define the 
boundari ies of the counties of ‘Tunica and Coahoma.” 

: The bill reported by the select committee was read the 
first time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Besangon, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on: three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill read à second 
time. 

Mr. Johnson moved to refer the bill to a select committee 
of three, which motion did not prevail. 

The question being upon a suspension of the rulein order 
that the bill might be read a third time, . 

Mr. Bell moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken 
upon the reference, which was carried. 

Oa motion of Mr. Bell, 

The bill reported by the select committee was referred 
to a select committee of three, consisting of Messrs. Be- 
sangon, Johnson, and Means. 

' À message from the Governor by Mr. Russell, his private 
secretary, viz: 

Mr. Sreaxer:—I am directed by his Excellency, the 
Governor, to inform this House that he did on yesterday 
approve and sign 

“An act.to exempt from sale ilies execution certain 
property therein named.” 

A message from the Governor was received thr ough Mr. 
Russell, his private secretary. 

Mr. Bradford submitted the following report, viz: , ' 

Mr. Speaxer:—The select committee of three, to. whom 
was referred the petition of the citizens: of: the town of Por 
totoc, praying the legislature to pass a law to authorize 
Patrick H. Fontaine to emancipate his negro’ servant, 
Jaque Gilley, have had the same under o ana 
have instructed me to report a bill. 

J. D. BRADFORD, Olaias E 
- Bradford moved that the report be received and 
agreed to. 
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Mr. Durham-called for.a diyision.of the question. . -`$ 

The question’ being upon ae the report, it was de- 
cided,-in the; ;affirmative, TeS SA 

The question then being put: upon agreeing to the report 
of the select committee, it was decided in the negative. E 

On.motion of Mr. ‘Boon, 

Resolved, That there be printed for. the. use of this.state 
120 copies. et the Marshal’s s. report of the census. of this state 
for the year 1840.^  .. 

Mr. Lemley;.by leaye of the: ‘House, introduced. a bid to 
be entitled “an act to facilitate; me collection of the poig 
revenue of this state,” : 

. Which. was read the first times 

Mr. Shelby, from the. committee to pom was: referred 
the petition of sundry citizens residing within. the, Choe, 
chuma land district, praying the legislature to memorjalize 
Congress for the establishment .of. a land office in.the north- 

western portion.of said district, reported that.they, had had: 
the same: under consideration, ard had. instructed him: to, 
report: | . 

k Resolutions to Congress, i in relation to the establishment 
of a new land office in the state of: Mississippi, Aa 

Which was read a first time... - 

„Mr. Allen, of Marshall, asked and obtained. leave for the 
introductión ‘of a bill to be entitled “an act to change the 
time of holding the relice court. of Marshall county," Joss 

Which was read the first time. — ahs 

On.motion of Mr. Allen, of Marshall, . 

The constitutional rule requiring bills:to "be read on, Tm 
several, days was SORA w and- the bill read a;second 
time forthwith, and 3 A 

On motion, 

The rule was further dispensed with, md said bill odd 
the third time, and passed. with its-title as stated. - 

Mr. Norris submitted the following.report, viz: 

Mr. Sreaxek—The committee: on enrolled bills, have € ex- 
amined: bills-of the following titles, which: they find. PORC CY 
enrolled, to wit: 

“An act, to incorporate the: Commerce ‘Male and Female 
Academy,” " 

“An act to promote dota and. for the encouragement: 
of agriculture in the state of Mississippi”... 

“An act to incorporate the Holly Springs. Fire Engine 
Company, No. 1;? ©: ,,.. 

“An act to prevent unnecessary charges, against debtors”. 

“An act to amend the thirteenth and-fourteenth sections: 
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of an act entitled ah act coticerning conveyarices, » pissed 
June 13, 1822, ° En 
“An act to alter the time of holding the court of probate 
in the county of Hancock; «^ sc» MES 
«An act for tlie relief of S. M.: ‘Lynch, pe ae 
“An.act to incorporate the Holly Springs" Librai. and 
Debating Society, inthe county of Marshall?! ~ > 
“Ati act to secure the collection of monies aceruing: or 
the benefit of education in the county of Ainite,”- pO e 
“An act for the relief of Robert L. Matthews,” ^ ~- 
“An act to authorize Levi W. ‘Moore to build a "ioll-bridge 
across the Chickasawha river," É 
“An act to refund to Samuel: G. Wells, late^assessot and 
collector of ‘taxes: ih Lowndes ‘county “Mississippi, sixty- 
sever dollars? cm. 
On motioh, ` DU E i 
"The report was received and agreed t tos be ued 
' Mr. Baldwin, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to amend an act entitled an'aét to'incórporáte thé Male 
and Female Academy of Grenada," approved February I5, 
1839, “o 
Which was read the first time. l 
On motion of Mr. Baldwin; i i 
The cohstitutional rale requiring bills to be read ‘on. 
three several days was dispensed with, the bill read a se 
cond and third titne, and passed with its ‘title ag stated. — 7 
Mr. Lemley, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to prevent the teaching of slaves to read and write,” , 
Which was read the first time. — HE a 
* Mr: Yerger, by leave, introduced’a bill to be entitled “an 
act to regulate the transfer of titles to slaves," TIE Sa 
Whieh was read the first time. GENE A 
` Mr. Dobyns; by leave, introduced à bill to be ‘entitled’ an 
act to provide for the -withdrawal of the bratiches’of tlie 
Commercial Bank of Natchêz, and to: wind up the same,” 
Which was read the first times v^ ^ 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, tieit Sagre 
tary: . Poente dis 
^: Mr. Speaxer:—The Senate have-passed a bill to bé'enti- 
tled “an act to repeal an act to incorporate the town ‘of 
Fayette, in Jefferson county,” ` Cm 
In which I am instrueted to desire: tlie cohetrtenct at the’ 
House of Representatives. °° v 
The Senate have passed a bill from the House “of: Répré- M 
seritatives, entitled* an act to incorpotáte the Holly Spri mgs 
and State line Rail Road Company.” ^6 08^ 
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aA message, I from. the Senate: by. Mr. Ponie their Sopr 
tar "Ao aem 
Mr. ins ce President of the SR dia « on ‘this 
day sign bills of the following. titles, to-wit: 2, — . | 
An act to incorporate 1 the. Holly Springs Library 3 and 
Debating, Society, in the:c county of Marshall,” ae 
“An act for the. ‘relief.of ng S.M: Lynch,” : 
b E act.to after the time of holding ihe! court of Probate 
in the county. of Hancock, ipn e a 
“ “An act for the relief. of Robert T, “Matthews.” x 
“An act to preventunne essary. charges, against debtors. » 
“An act to: incorporate t the. Commerce, Male and Female 
Acadensy-”. mE 
- “An act to authorize N. | Moore.t to. Bala a ial beidge 
across the Chickasaha river.” 
“An aet to amend the, igth.and:.14th P f, an act 
entitled an aet ae conveyances,” A passed June 13, 


1822»: Ci: un ET uk 
.SAn act to secure the “collection of. ‘monies. accruing. for 
the benefit of, education i in. “the county of: Amite.” TH 


P “An act to promote industry ‘and for. the: Promotion. of 
agriculture i in the, state of " Mississippi, TIN 

“An act. to incorporaté the; Holl y. Springs ‘Fire Engine 
Company No.1? 

«An act to refund to Samuel G. “Wells, Tate: Assessgor and 
Collector of Taxes, i in Lowndes: county, Missis issippl, sixty- 
seven collars.” .. 

The hour for the a of the special or ‘der, of 
the day. having. arrived; the: house resolved. itself into. con 
mittee of the whole on ‘the pill to be entitled “an act-to, re- 
duce. the salaries, of sertain. officers therein named,. and for 
other purposes, *' Mr. Wilcox in the. chair, and after some 
time. spent. therein, the committee . rose and Mr. W ilcox 
reported thàt they had had the said bill under consideration 
and had made: sundry. amendments. theretos. O nn 

` Mr. ‘Wilcox moved that said. report be: receiyed. p 

“ Mr. Durham called fora division of the question, and. the 
vote being taken on meetings seid. Reporte it was decided, in 
the affirmatiye. , FTN E M cem i 

: The first amendment i is as follows; i 

«Amend section ist, line, 9th, by. striking out the oe 
‘three thousand, and insert “twenty- Jive hundred, ^ z; 

“The ayes and noeson the adoption of. said améndment,. 
being called for.by three:members; are,as follows, viZ. © 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen, of, Hinds, Berry,  Bradícrd, Boon, 
Cole, Durham, Draine, Draughan, Ellis of , Copiab, Ellis "of: 
J jasper, Frost, ( Graves, Grinstead, Goode; Harrison; Holland;: 


dy 
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Jenkins, Johnson, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Moody, 
Marsh, Mabry, McGowan, Rayburn, Wagster, Womack 
29. RC a 


Noes—Mr. Speaker, Allen, of Marshall, Acker, Barrin 
ger, Baldwin, Besançon, Burrus, Billups, Binford, Crump, 
Downs, Dobyns, Dunn, Evans; Findley, Field, Inge; Leg- 
gett, Means, Mount, Magrauder, Norris, Offütt, Owen, 
Prewitt, Roberts, Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, 
Shoemaker, Stewart, Turner, Terrell, Tompkins, Wilcox, 
Watkins, Wood, Williamson, Yerger—41. | 

So the amendment was not adopted. — 

The second atnendment was theii'read as'follows, viz: . 

«A mend by striking out from the word ‘the,’ m the first 
line of section 2, to the word ‘members,’ in the eighth line, 
both inclusive.” l 

The ayes and noes being calléd for on the adoption of the 
said amendment,are as follows: ' ~ 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of 
Hinds, Acker, Baldwin, Besangon, Berry, Bradford, Bur- 
rus, Binford, Cole, Crump, Durham, Draine, Draughah, 
Dunn, Ellis of Copiah, Finjey, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, 
Goode, Harrison, Holland, Jenkins, Johnson, Kilgore, Leake, 
Leggett, Moody, Marsh, Mabry, McGowan, Norris, Offutt, 
Rayburn, Roberts, Ruff, Robinson, Shelby, Turner, Terrell, 
Tompkins, Wilcox, Wood, Willianison, and Yerger—47. . 

Noes—Messrs: Barringer, Billups,; Boon, Dobyns, Ellis - 
of Jasper, Evans, Field, Inge, Lemley, Lowe; Means, Ma- 
grauder, Owen, Prewitt, Rurnéls, Smiley, Shoemaker, 
Stewart, Thompson, Wagster, Watkins, Womack—23. ` 

So' the amendment was adopted. 

The remaining amendments made in committee of the 
whole were then adopted. | ) 

Mr. Yerger then offered the following amendment, viz: 

Add the following section: l 

“And be it further enacted, That thé salaries of the offi- 
cers named im this bill shall be paid in gold or silver, or their 
equivalent.” SUPR 

Mr. Watkins moved that said amendment be amended‘ by 
inserting after the word “ that,” the words “one half of.” 

And the ayes and noes being called for on'said amend- 
ment to the amendment, areas follows, to wit: ^ ^ 

Mr. Speaker, Binford, Dunn, Means, Thompson, Wil- 
liamson, and Yerger—8. A OMM E 

Noes—Messrs. Allen of Hinds, Acker, ‘Barringer, Bald- 
win, Besangon, Berry, Bradford, Burrus, Billups, Boon, 
Cole, Crump, Downes, Durham, Draine; o Draúghan; 
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Ellis of Copiah;' Ellis of Jasper! Evans, Finley? Field; 
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Frost; Graves, :Grinstéad; Godde}'Harrison, Holland, Inge, 
Jenkins, Johnson, Kilgore, | Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Leg- 
lett, (Moody, “Mabry, © Magrauder,>:-MeGowan;: Noitis, 
rewitt, Offutt; Owens Rayburn Roberts; Rufi; Kobinsoti; 
Runnells, Shelby Smiley; Shoemaker, Stewart; Turner; Ter: 
rill, T'óripkins,W. ilcox,; Wagster; Womask;: "Watkins; and 
Wood--61. gt Nia iub "RP diu da 24; t, abe FL 
So théamenidinent-to the amendment: waslost: | oni 
«The question then recurred. upon us ‘ambrdment aérea 
by Mii Yiergere i? Povo a yi ura coca us lads: "hifo 
And the ayes and noes bein called for, ore ag’ foltóvea rs. | 
Ayes—Messrs.. ‘Mabry; T ompsony: Watkins; dnd Yer 
DOTLIA. Corsair rona uoce us un P eeumassati, 
-“NoesMri Speaker, ‘Maser: Allen or- Marshall, Adee 
Bdtringer,: Baldwin, Besangon: ‘Berry; Bradford, Billups; 
Binford, Boone, Cole, -Darkam;:Draice, - Draughan,. Duan, 
Ellis.of | Copiahy Bllis-of Jasper, ‘Evans! Finley, Field; Frost, | 
Graves, Gridstéad; Goode; Harrison, Hollaid,Ingé y Jene 
kins, Johnson, . Kilgore, Lemley; Leake Lowe; E 
Means, Moody, Marsh, Magraudery: 'MeGowin; : utt) 
Prewitt, Rayburn, Roberts, ‘Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Shel- 
by, Smiley, Shoémaker; "Turner, "Terrell ;"Tonipkitis; Wag- 
ster, Wobd, Womack, and’ W ilitmason—57. LU 
“So. ihe amendment: WaS losg so cc oct oo E S tore 
Ordered, that said bill, with its amendments; be’ m GNSEG- 
and máde the order: of the day for: its: third: reading soit tos: 
aorrawe ci! ot ns ues d ab ceat 
5 Mt Roberts moved io 16-consider the vote dukesithir 
morning oh: téceiving ‘and. agreeing. to the report ‘of: the 
‘committee on the judiciary, wherein the bil to beenged 
“an act to increase the powers and ‘duties of ‘probate judges, 
and for: the ‘protection. of. orphans,” was reported. wnfavor- 
oO ofy and:tliat said bill be referréd toa select '&omiaittee- 
O e, a WEA? E a tos media 7 POG ue uuu ugs 
Which an tion. prevailed.” i eto reri zeli A siz 
And the Speaker’ appoiüted; as” said:  doninítted; Messtis. 
Tompkins; ‘Roberts; Sinileys ‘Graves of ‘Choctaw; and: Bur- 
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“Me Offutt. Eos the: petition of As G. Alswarth d 
others, of- Madison county,:praying the passage of “an act 
reducing the interest-on certain debts? which, ón ‘motions: 
was referred to a select committée, of three, consisting. of 
Messrs. Offutt, Rayburn, and Finley. . 

Mr. Barringer. presented «the : petition-of* Robert: Lew, 
of. Lafayette county, praying the ‘passage’ of an act fot his 
relief; which, on motion was referred to the. coer or 
the: judiciary, uet vb ches 

Mr. Field presented the following report: - Ro aM 4 

Mr. SexAkkn— The select committee to PH was refers: 

red. à resolution. to :memorialize- Congress: for the establish- 
ment of a land mail route. from the town of: Memphis: inzthe 
state of Tennessee, to the:city of Vicksburg, in tlie state: "of 
Mississippi, havehad the.same.under:consiilération,.and have 
instructed me to report resolutipns to that effect... 

Which resolutions were read the iret time, and; 

‘On motion of. Mr. Field, | M 

The report was received and. re to. MN 

Mr. Runnels, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled «an 
act authorizing the administrators: of Howell 'W..Runnels; 
deceased, to pay for a certain portion. of the seminary'lands, 
purchased. from the state under the provisions: of. am: act to 
be entitled an act to provide -for the selling of the. 36 sec- 
tions of land, granted by the United States to the state of: 
Mississippi for. a seminary of learning, and to. deposit: ‘the 
proceeds of said sales, approved March 2d, iri ‘anys 

Which was read the first time. .  - EE 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, . - M" aut IE 

"The. constitutional rule requiring bills to he fond ‘on. ihes 
several days was suspended, the: bill read a second and third: 
time, and passed with its title as stated. 4 

Mr. Wilcox offered the following: pene. and: resolu- 
tion, Which, on motion was adopted.-to, wits: IEEE! 

Wuenzas, it is represented that: an-aet. nini certain’ 
appropriations therein named, approved February 22, 1840, 
contained án appropriation: of $144, to Lewis, Whitesides 
and E. S. Farrish, Esq. each, as extra compensation . as: 
door keeper, and: assistant door keeper of ‘the. House, af, Rép- 
resentatives, and that said.appropriation was. omitted i an the 
. enrollment of said act: , ,Therefore,be'it. +. « ; 

Resolved, That the committee on claims :be instrueted to. 
enquire in the premises, and report.upon the expediency of 
allowing to said Whitesides and Farrish the surs: of money 
above mentioned. DER i dd. 
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L Mis Stewart presented; by: Teavejs Resolutions requesting 
our Senators: and Representatives in "Congress:tó: p 
de 'passage: bf tit act “chartering a National Bank : 


i Which’ were read -the first time. i.. eM 

' ‘Mi. Lemley moved -thê-rejection''of the resolutions, but 
after &- few moments withdrew his motion. `~ $ p ái 

Mr. Bell renewed the motion to reject, Sm Ux 


« And.thé áyés'und noes being called: for by the constito- 
tional number, upon this motion, jugo c 

They were ordered,:and are as:follows: : ^. 

A yes—Messrs. Acker, Besangon, Berry; Bell, Bradfórd, 
Boone, Bynum, Cole; Draine, Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of Jasper, 
Ellis of Newton, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Hatring- 
ton, Harrison, Holland; Jones, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, 
Lowe, Leggett, Moody, Marsh, McGowan, Prewitt, Ray- 
ar MINE Porter; Terrell, patens Wegster end War 

ins—36 

' Noes—Mr. Speaker, Masses: Allen f Marshall, Allen of 
Hinds, Barringer, Bald win, Burrus, Billups, Binford, Gooke, 
Cunningham, Crump, Dickson, Dobyns, Draughan, Duin, 
Evaus, Finley, Foster, Field, Inge, Jenkins, Johnson, 
Means, Mount, Maury, Mabry, Magrauder, Norris, Offutt, 
Owen, Ruff, Runnels, Shelby, | miley, Shoemaker, Stewart, 
Thompson, Tompkins, W ilcox, meee) Williamson, Womack 
and Yerger-—43«. «es ond 

So the motion to reject. was lost, 

Mrs Cramp, by leaves introduced a bill to. p entitled ** an 
act for increasing the revenue of.this state). ro 

: Which was read the.firs£:time, +. : LR: 

Mr. Speaker decided the bill out of order. T 

Mr. Crump appealed from thê.:decision. of the Fm but 
after: few moments conversation, withdrew- his appeal. ~ 

The chair suspended its dpinion, - E 

sı Thereupon Mr. Orump:imoved to suspend the TT 
nile of the House. prohibitiag the introduction of ‘bills, the 
substantive matter: of. which, had peen: acted upon at. the 
‘same ‘session,  .. ee pant 

‘ Upon which: motion, the ayes. and. noes were called for b 
the constitutional number, and were. ordered accordingly, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, ate. ^. 

~ Messrs. Allen-of Hinds, Acker,Baldwin,Besangon, Berry, 
Burrus. Cooke, Crump, Dickson, Draine, Dobyns, Draughan, 
Ellis of: Newton, Finley, Fore, ‘Foster, Graves, Inge. ohn- 
son, Lemley, Leake,.Leggett,: Means, Moady;, Mabry, 
McGowan, Norris, Offuti, Runnels, Smiley, Stewart, 
Terrell, "I'hompson,.. Tompkiris; rp enm in 
Williamson and Wemack—39. . . 


«x3 
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Noeg-»Mr. Speaker, Messrs.: Barringer,,. Bell, Bradford, 
Biltups; Binford, Boone, Bynum, Cole, Cunningham; Ellis.of 
Copiah, Ellis. of Jasper, Eivàns, Kield,: Frost, Grinstead, 
Goode, Harrington, Harrison; Holland, Jenkins, Jones, Kil- 
gore, Maury, Marsh, Magrauder, Owen, Prewitt, Rayburn, 
Roberts, Ruff, Shelby, Shoemaker, mer, Wilcox - ang 


Yerger—36. 
Mr. Magrauder renewed the appeal from the decision of 


the chaire _ uc o up A 
Mr. Lemley moved 'a eall of the House, - 2 
Which was. orderéd... ~.. MEN 
Aftér the clerk had progressed i in tbe call, ect 

- On motion of. Mr. Jones, .. :; 
The further call: was: dispensed with... 
.On metion,. ^ ^^ 
E» further consideration of the question w was s posiponed 
antil to-morrow at 12 o'clock. 
- On motion ef Mr: Allen, of Hinds, - 
ns House adjourned until- tomorrow - ‘mornings. at +19 
o'clock. 


pa : 
x E 
& git É 


a 


nud MP 


| TUESDAY, Jovcant. aoi; ETTA 
E £03 a 

Mr. Shelby: presented the- petition. of James W Lumiford 
and others, trustees’ of certair: school. lands,- ‘praying the 
passage of an aet legalizing the sale of. certam lands by 
thém sold, whieli, : . 

On motion of Mr. Shelby, ^: MEE 

Was referred to a select committee of three, consisting of 
- Messrs. Shelby, Williamson and Lemley. ' - 

Mr. Offutt presented the petition of W. P. Cook: and 
others, of Madison county, praying the passage:of an aet for 
their relief, ‘which was referred.to a. select committee .of 
three, consisting of Messrs. Offutt, Rayburn and Finley.-.- 

Mr. -Alleh of Hinds, presented the petition of E. S+ Pettit, 
praying an appropriatior-by the Legislature, which; - tona 

n motion of Mr. Allen:of Himds; tecti 

Was referred to the committee on. propositions and griev- 
ances.’ d , tà tuu ts “cas 

' Mre ;Magraüder presented the claim. of Ater Davis, Clerk 
of tlie Ciróuit Court of Claiborne county; ‘whieh, :: oen 

On motion, ote aii 

“Was reféfřed to:the committee on claims. ad H 

Mr. Samuel M. Puckett, #:ineniber elect from: the courity 
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of Rankin, appeared within the hall, produced his creden- 
tials, was qualified, and tak this seat; | 

Mr. Shoemaker, chairman of the select committee to 
whom was referred the petition of, William-Mullins, reported 
that they: had had the'same under consideration; and d had in- 
structed hint.to report à .biil for his: relief, - IT 

Which was read the:first times IN Lus bes 

“On motión of Mr. Shoemaker, 

The report was received; and agreed to, vu: ald 

Mr. Rayburn, by leave} inttaduced ; a tbill:to;be: entitled 
“an act supplemental to an act entitled an act to increase 
the: salary-of the Secretary of State, and to make am app o- 
priation for: the purposes therein mentioned, approved Feb- 

.uary 22d, 1840,” on] 

Which was read the first times. | eo 

«Mr. Ruff, from the committee on internal. imprevéments, 

asked to be discharged from the consideration of. the.con-. 

tragt:of Humphreys and Johnson, commissioners to super-. 

inténd.the opening of the. Yazoo and Cold Water Rast, sub- 

mitted with the Governor's annual message. pages 
On motion, iced 

The discharge was granted, and the documents, upon. the 
motion of Mr. "Ruff, were referred to ithe committee on 
claims. 

“Mrs Mount, by leave; introduced A bill io be entitled. “an 
act-to secure the ‘people against. taxation to pay. the State 
bonds,” os pote 5. NM 

Which was read the first time; dn" P vel 

atn motion 6º Mt, Tompkins, -... 
, Ordered; that .200 copies. be printed for. the use: at this 

ouse. s 

A message from the Governor, by Mr: Russell bis. private 
secretary, to. wit o, MELDE 

> Mp: Seeizer—l am instructed dy: his Exoellenóy, the 
Governor, to inform this House, that he: did on: ‘Yesterday 
‘approve and sign X | 

„EAn ‘act to. incorporate: the Holly Springs. Library and 
Debating Society in the coünty of Marshall,” : | |. Em 

* An act for the relief of Robert Le: Matthews,” me 

«Au act to «alter: the time of : ‘holding the:courts: É É Pro- 


bate in the county of Hancock.?.4 Jaci uatogi o 
1%; An act ta incorporate thé Holly. Springs Fire. Engine 
Company, No. 1.7. to to gal p Sicut oe PPP as np d 


*Àn act to prevent utinecéssary charges. against debtors;” 

All of which originated in thé: Housé/of Representatives. 

A message from the Governor, By: Mrs Russell, dis ‘pik 
wate secretary, viz: were Py et Shes 


| 
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SPECIAL MESSAGE. 7. . . us 


To the Legislature of the state of Mississippi: 

In accordance with the request of the General Assembly- 
of Alabama, I transmit a report and resolutions. in relation. 
to the Georgia and Maine ERSTE | 
A G. MeNUTT. 
Executive DEPARTMENT, | 
City of J armen: J an. 26, 1841. 


Mr. Baldwin, by leave, introduced a bill 1 to -be entitled 
*an act to abolish the office of Assessor, and for. other, 
purposes.” tao 

Which was read the first time. T 

Mr. Draughan asked and obtained CN for the intro- 
duction of a bill to be entitled “an act to change the name 
of Henry Stinson to that of Henry Myrich,of Perry county, 
and also to change the name of Daniel A. Kewen of La- 
fayette county, to that of H. R. W. Harding.” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Wilcox, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 
“an act to regulate the sale of certain articles therein 
named.” Which was read the first time. 

. Mr. Foster, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
aet to amend an act to incorporate the Belmont Turnpike 
and Bridge Company, in the state of Mississippi.” aM 

Which was read the first time. - 

Mr. Rayburn, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 
“an act to declare Lussescoona river a navigable stream.” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rayburn, - 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three: 
several days, was dispensed with, the bill read a seconde 
and third'time and passed with its title as: ‘stated. 

On motion of Mr. Offutt, T. 

“The bill “providing for the onei State Printer,” 
was called from the orders of the days : -> at? 

On motion of Mr. Offutt; 

The House resolved itself into a coinmittee of the whole, 
Mr. Durham in the Chair. : 

. After some time spent in: the consideration of. said bill, 
the committee rose, reported progress, and asked, eare to 
sit again on to-morrow at 11:0 ‘clock. > > ps E iue 

On motion of Mr. Durham, l ODE 

The report was received. = gaa 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, meme s 


Tot yo eee Ae 
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Ordered, that the: clerk inform:-the Senate, that -ihetTouse is 

prepared to proceed:to'the Selection of. a:site for the State 

University. rade an ree S&P AD 
The Senate and its officers; preceded: by: the: Sergeant-at 

arms, were announced and took the. seats assigned: them, ' 

= Mre Love of the: Senate, and:Mr-Offutt ofthe: Hotise, 

were. appointed: tellérs:to’ receive: and: count: the votes. : 

The clerk having announced: thé-seven ‘sites: eee at 

the last session, the two houses proceeded to ballat.:: 

On thé first ballotà£—:; sd ie eder Perce Boe 
Mississippi City received 33 votes. 
Oxford, do. 15 do. 
Brandon, ow do os «15 do. 
Monroe Missionary Station, 14 do. 
Louisville, received. ^ :;.. 12 do, 
Kosciusko, :do.. .... .. . 12 do. 
Middleton, do. 9 do. ..,. 

No selection having. been made on. the. first- ballot, the 

two Houses proceeded to,a further balloting, wit 

On the second ballot— ip d n 


+ 


. Mississippi City: IMS x .38 vated: db dE qued 

, Kosciusko, ^ .. do. .s.,.16 de. iu ., 

Oxford, do. un 17..dos .. ^. 4 

Louisville, do. “JO. do.. zu " pae 
- Brandons;..;. pu do... 18. do ^ 


Monroe Missionary. Sion, 16 do: so 
. No selection having been made. onthe second ballot, the 
two. Houses. preceeded 1o a, further. balloting. A 


5 Qn the third ballots. - i P E 
" Pu s City, received. . 31 votes, . TEEI 
; Oxford, i... Polo! s 299,5 docs iu s ss 
" Monroe Missionary Station, 22 do. ee 
... Brandony‘feceived , .. , 19:, dos: dict d E 
` Kosciusko, do. 18 0: (us E 


No selection having been made on the third ballot, the 
House proceeded to a further balloting. 
On the fourth ballot— 


Mississippi City received ^. 36 votes... ^. 5 -F 
EG A Oxford; despite O ae Or “dos ; ; . 
"E Monroe Misfiohary Station; 975 dow se 5 5x 
:Brandony: 5: s: o9 sunm QB doi. 6622 
* (No;selebtion-ha viig-beon made on thè fourth: billot,:the 
two: Houses: proceeded toà: further ballotinges: +." ae 
On the fifth ballot « s 30: son omma vane 
pa, DPS Mississippi. City:receiired: ^49 Otao j pest ak 
5 at Gand.. see Ca Lebhi X : 38 “do. : e tap 26S p 


Monroe Missionary Station, 28 do. 


$13 
No selection having been made on the fifth ballot, ne twò 


Houses proceeded to a further talloting. dd ee as ps 
On the sixth ballot — l 2 " 120 
Oxford received - 58. votes: iis, 0 075 


Mississippi City, 57 do... 

* Whereupon the president of the joint meeting announced 
that Oxford was:duly and. constitutionally.elécted as the site 
for the location of the State University, - | 

On motion, -. as 

The House adjourned until half f past 30 ‘clock, E M. 


1 


HALF: PAST THREE pee Pe Me: 


Mr. Burrus wowed to call Bon the. orders of the day, the 
bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate a toll-bridge across 
the Yazoo Pass,” 

Which was sustained, and the bill read a third time. 

Mr. Magrauder offered the following, amendment by way 
of ryder to said bill, to wit: 

Section . And be it further enacted, That: said toll- 
bridge shall be so constructed as not to ui ders the navi- 
gation of said Yazoo Pass, > 

Which was-adopted. 

Mr. Wilcox offered the vane amendment by way of 
ryder, to wit: . 

Section ——. And be it further — That this act 
may be altered, amended, or repealed ut the pleasure of the 
Legislature, with or without the consent of the: corporatórs, ' 
which was also adopted, and the question taken on the pas- 
sage of said bill with its ryder, and passed: with its title as 
stated. 

A message from the Eva E Mr. Russel, his bove 
Decreto to, wit: 


MESSAGE." gly. Arias E E 
To the Legislature of the State. of Mais re 


I transmit herewith an account current of the: receipts 
and expenditures of the contingent fund, for the years 
1839 and 1840, appropriated for the contingent : ‘expenses 
of the Executive Department; particularly ispecifying-éach 
itera. ‘The vouchers will be: submitted to-such-cominittee 
as may be appointed to examine them... .. tol sata’ 

The act of 1823, fixed the.fund at fifteen hundred dollars. 


In the vear ns it was raised to two o thousand) dollars, 
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andiin 1839, to fou£ fhdüsänd dollars. 7Thezsum of thir- 
teen hundred and, forty-one dollars and thirteen cents, was 
expénded for postage, dn°the year 1839; afid sevénteen 
hundred and fifty-seven dollars and forty-thiee. ce iis for 
postage, in 1840. Being unable. to get specie fiim. “the 
Uniof: Bahk; tò” pay the thst: ‘tivo qùafterst postage, I avas 
corppelled oun 4 the Auditpr's Pes watrants at © greatédis- 
count. 

Since I have. fan in Bfice, postage: Ñas been" paid onal 
the official lettérszañd documents, forwarded and received 
by the Executive, Auditor, Secretary of State, State: Trea- 
surer, and Adjutanfi Geteral, I: hive, ;expénded nihetéen 
hundred and nine dollars. and eighty-four cents for writing 
done in the Execütive Office, at various. pefiods during the 
Legislature, in: the” veats 1838, 1849,and 1840, A cóm- 
plete record has been kept of all the: Bxecutiye-documents 
and letters, since my. induction into, office, i in January; 1838. 
The gréat dépreciation "of the cürfency [have generally | 
received: on actount.of the contingent fund,’ ‘has rough en- 
hancéd the S pengen of this sean "a 

ar er ae A. G. é MUTT. 
Éxicbrik "Duran 3: 
City of Taken, January 28,1 18414 
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The CONTINGENT FUND, for 1839 and 1840, in account with A. G, MN UTT, 2- 1 


1839. 
Febry. i1. To cash paid Wm. F. Wilson, for apprehending and conveying to this’ place, J ohn . 
Cook, a fugitive who fled to Texas, (see bill and receipt)" $1,309 95 
14. To cash paid Wm. F. Wilson, the amount of the reward offered by the Executive, , , 
‘for Johnson Cook, . 800 00 
23, To cash paid Mississippi Union Bank, for check on the Merchants? Bank; "New Or- b 
leans, to pay the New Orleans Bee for advertising Governor's proclamation, P l 
for the apprehension of Hiram Harden; John C- Patton; and‘S. Stevens, remit- © >~ 
ted to G. A. Gasquet & Co., a $55 00. -. | 
*  'To amount premium paid for said check, o o CR E ae LT 
| l l — c BT. 75 
March 12. To cash paid Besangon & Haliday for advertising Governor's proclamation, e E SE 50 
23. do. Barley & Co., for blank book, “2 223.00 
23. do. J. M. Smith, for inserting two proclamations in Nashville Union, . 7^ 16 00 
23. do. B. F. Cowherd, for services as Private Secretary, (see bill,) ., (895 84 
31. do. Postage, on ac't. Executive office, for quarter, ending this day, $81 2t ; 
31. do. do. Secretary of State's office, ^... 36 12. 
31. do. do. Auditor's office, ^ . | = 26 29. 
31. do. do. Adjutant General's office, ` TEE A = OO. Ga 
31. do. do. Treasurer’s office; "ode srl F987 o E: 
"m e qu ee n prout à di " 


FIS 


8. May 14. Tocash pes Poe on acts. Auditor's office, for, April, 1839, $5 84 ge, 
dis eee dy . ido. z do... Adjutant:Gen.’s, office, -. do. 914 J. i. 
9. 14. — dec. S doc = «Executive. office, - do. 20 26  . .. 
“De - S 14. P" dos. l e : dos-..: . v Treasurer’s office, . i go». ge eie HEC 91... 
TU | - 36 15 
10. .., ; 3-28. To cash advanced to C, M. Hart, to defray his expenses in arrosting,and;conveying — . n ns 
A S . to this state, William Suffer,. charged with: haying, stolen two negroes from Har- ~, n. 
2 . hey, of Hinds county, n 300 DO 
1i. J ung 10. To cash paid Worthington & Lester, ‘for printing Adjutant General’s orders, and — ^". Gy 
VEO go ge csfovernor's proclamations, | et «74 00 
19 v, e 104 To cash. paid: dos; for.advertising, sundry proclamations, and. orders, (see. bill......... 116 50 
13. ^ Maj 4. To.cash paid. postage. on ac’t. Secretary of State's office, for April, 1839, ~ alg 86 
14 , June. 5... e cash; paid: New, Orleans; Bee, for. publishing. Goyernor's proclamation,, ,;..: "90 90 
15. July 1 -«- do... «- postage on public documents, on ac't Sec’ry. of State's o ii gaT 30 Pr adus 
15 us Í. do. DE V .do,. on 2 ;, dav E de ok -Auditor's offices. ;... De 424. 32; ae 
15. "t m L, be a H nidos 8 Des » do.- NOCT : - do. "E , Treasurer's offices, , a a eS 00 iT o8 
5. E Cu do. do. ` Executive office,”  ' 87.58.  ..-. 
19 1. 25 di. , do. i TEE Adjutant General's office, 37. 30%. L5 
T ——. 179 27 
16. October, 3. To cash paid Garrett Ford, under the proclamation, for arresting Wm. McDaniel, 
pet! - charged with murder, jat, s, ps, +; 300 00 
17. ay . Po. eash. paid- publisher.of the Louisianian, New. “Orleans, for "erts sundry | pros 
RER clamations of the Executive, ` Pere a 155 00 
Loona N Amount catrid aver — $3,009 62 
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1840. 
18. “ 1. 
18. 66 66 
18. 66 [14 
18. «€ u 
18. * 66 
19. Sept. 20. 
20. “ 30. 
21. Nov. 8. 
22. Feb. 9. . 
23. Dec. 31. 
24. $6 ,.66 
95. é ce 
26. € 6 
edhe Nov. 14. ans 

1840. 
28. Jan. 20. 
29. April 
30. 66 


& 


(CONTINGENT FUND Account, continued. ) 


Amount brought forward, $3,002 62 


«To paid postage on account Auditor’s office, ending 30th ult., ib $54. 54 
Adjutant General’s office, ' 49 49 
€ 7. C e .. Secretary of State's office, . eee 48 07 
EL («X Executive office, | 141 75 E 
e * Treasurer?s office, | Kou 5s 42.96 i 
| | — 989 81 
“To paid for hauling books, stationary, go, from the old ay. ifs State’s office, . . 21 00 
* James Dunn, for writing 37 dora as Private Secretary, for the Procure; at 
$4 per day, 124 00 
To cash paid Miles Washburn, for. apprehending Henr y A. G. Spiers, under the’Gov- " 
ernor'sproclamation, .. . 200 00 
To cash paid W.. W. Parker, püblisher of Red Lander, Texas, for advertising Strother, ,10 Q0 
To cash: paid for S des postege Secretary of State, 477 QI 
e 8 Soie FRE Adjutant General, P es É go 36 30 
" b EI E é. apena d Auditor Public Accounts, .67 55 
a LE « - Executive Department, . ae 73 94 
Lee "m ames M. Lewi is, for earrying credentials to J acob Thompson, "ed 100 00 
To cash paid William P. Rieves, Jailor of Shelby, county, Tennessee, for boarding Riley | 
Brock, a fugitive from justice, from this state, 31 38 
1. To cash paid for quarter s postage, Executive Department, . ; 112 16 
>“ To cash paid for quarter's.postage, Secretary of States — wu ps, 129 95 


91$ 


31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 


37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 


a 
43, 
oy 2 
arg 
St * 
4 
e 
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45; Marchis.’ To ‘cash: paid New Orléans Daly ‘Times, tó advertising 10 procláitiationa,: o pato 


66 


o 


RE 


zt . 
M 


, € "4 ^ *. Auditor Publie ‘Accounts, :- ‘45 94 
€ st oi DEF Y 7€. ° Adjutant General, 19 67 
SU uL VS WV o I 66  Staté/Treasuret, ^ 7oePiurhe cxPRGtis 07 Voi 15 60 
sé Wine M; Smyth, fof printing dóne jn 1837, 30 09 
TEE O pes 1839, : 04 00 
ae Massey Myres; for apprehending; under the: Governoy’s:‘proclamatigis;-and 
conithitting :tó'the jail of: Scott county,: J dhnson ‘Osok, and John W. Carter, charged: : PS pu 
with häving mürdered Ia Ds Reeves, Ben. i! setina s LE 600 00 
“To cash'paid Tothell & Fisléys: for-printitig done tó this date, " defer ss oc Et 104 00 
b + To, cast: paid for quite s postage, Executive; Departments (2 527 $93 48 cus o0 
66 State Treasurer, 15-75 “as SA 
di eder bE ‘Adjutant General; 67 .37 
sope 6 € CU rir a * Secretary of Staté,” 81:87 
€ in B EN MERLO Auditor ublic Accounts, 41:56 
det ut: PEL EL ; SU E oM QU ape f x RM j EM p” er 300 03 
“To cash: paid Rübert Johnson} for hating four boxes of. public documents from Vicksburg 
` tö Jackson, ‘wéighinig, 404 pounds, © w:ec* 20 00 
- To cash'paid Wm.: Ai Graham, Jailórat Franklin county, Kentucky, for receiving and 
“keeping inthe jait of Franklin county; Kentucky, Gould Murray, and PhitipiMiller, 
DOO fügitivés froin justice; From ‘thé State of. «Mississippi, Gy 5 59 58 
178 00 


46. Aug. 15. To cash pid EP. Russell, for services as Private Secretary, from 22d Feb. to 10th Aug. 4 400 60 


47. July's; 1839. To cash paid J M. ‘Smith, publisher Nashville Union, for publishing 
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ces Dc “Amount carried over, $6,438 08 
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48. cibos 19. 


49. 


( CONTINGENT FUND oe Continued. ) 


To cash paid E. P. Russell, for writting done ib: Executive office, 


a * 


oo ein die 


Amount brought forward, $6,438 08 
proclamations, 37 50 
To cash paid Vicksburg and J ackson Rail Rond, for freight on seven boxes books, 3 55 
To postage, Adjutant General, quarter ending October let; $45 45 S 
do. State Treasurer, do. . do. É Uo. 11.580 
do. Auditor Public’ Accounts, do. : : do. ` .. 864 51 
do. Secretary. of State, do. do. 53 02 
do. | Executive Department, do. |. do. Ps 114 36 
do. Auditor Public Accounts, do. October 13th, 3 9f» 
do. Adjutant General, ` do. - do. ` 1 28. 
do. State Treasurer, | ‘do. do. 1 15 
do. Executive Departments do. > do. 2 36 
———. 286 97 
s To Auditor's warrant, at 45 cents on the dollar, i in full of postage, ^ .* 638 00 
(do. - ' do.” . remitted Samuel L. Balman, in full for reward offered for the E s 
apprehension of Thomas Cook, and expenses in Convey mg: him to this State, £ 
from Néw Orleans, to the jailor-of -Hinds-county, : sz 512 00 
To-cash paid-E: P. Russell, for services as Private Secretary; Boni the 24th Ave 
gust, up to 24th October, a- 150 00 
. To cash paid John:Hall, fur hauling arms and books,:- 44 45 
To cash paid J. W. Dickinson, for writing. done in"Executive office, from 25th No- zn 
‘vember, 1839, to Ist January, 18405." 200 a 
1 
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D 31; To postage, Adjutant General, quarter enang 31st December, E 

do. “Auditor Publié Accounts, ` “do. : do... = 

“Treasury Department, " ido. .do. " 
e Secretary of State, : «do. | do. 


do. Executive Department, ; do. ide, u^ 


67. = BM To Auditor warrants, at 46 cents on the dollar, in full of postage due iis day; — 
HS o = E Tu E - m 00 We sk Es 

pis a 25 uu ae : : MS. 

t839. CE a ORO "XL — 


H 
em 


January 1. By lins due the contingent fund for the year, ; £898, transferred, « -— 70 omm a 


w^ 


Febr y: 49. By'cash rec'd on Auditor’s warrant, fot'am’t contingent fund; for the yéar,1839, 4,000. 00 n a 
19. By ‘cash réceived on Auditor's warrant, am’t paid Wm. F. Wilsori, (see Dr. side —^ =.» = E 


i x. ir io the: contingent fund by an act-of. the Legislature.) E 3 1 
January19, By Auditór's. warrants received at sundry periods previous to this dáte; on dice: 
Ee ‘count of the contingent fund, for. the 4 1840, Too a 
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On motion of Mr. Graves, 
200 copies of said message were ordered É be printed, 
with the accompanying documents. 
The Speaker announced that several prom from the 
Senate remained to be disposed of. — ^ 
And the amendmentsinade by the Senate to tlie bill entitled 
“anact to regulate the lien on judgments and decrees; {com 
municated to the House on: Friday last) and. disagreed to 
by the House, in which the-Sermaté insist, with a request 
that the House recede from their disagreement, 
Were read, and T 
On motion of Mr. Gr aves, 
The House insisted on ‘their disagreement: to said amend 
ments. 
Ordered, that the clerk inform. the Senate: Sof the same. ` 
The amendments made by the Senate tothe bill to be 
entitled “an act to change tlie-nanie of the Mississippi Col- 
lege,” (reported by message. of Friday last) Was considered; 
and 


aa 


On motion of Mr. Smiley, : | 

Together with the bill, laid-on. the tables ; 

The bill from the Senate to be’-entitled “an act fürthàr 
to dispose of the Seminary lands, e havé been sold and 
not paid for," ; 

as read thé first time; ^ 

The bill from the Senate entitled “an act concerting 
sheriffs, and their paying ‘over money, d ae 

Was read the first time. ^ : l ms 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act tó repeal 
an act to incorporate the town of Port Gibson in Claiborne 
county," 

Was read the first time, add 

On motion of Mr. :Magrauder, EE 

The constitutional rgle requiring bills to be read | on, ‘Wires 
several days, was suspended, and said bill read à second 
time forthwith, and ; 

On motion. of Mr. Magraüder, 

The rule was further dispensed with, and the viii "- a 
third time, 

And passed with its title as stated. 

The bill from-the Senate to be entitled “an act to amend 
the Penitentiary Code of this State, and for other purposes,” 

Was read the first time. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to repeal an 
act incorporating the town of Fayette, in Jefferson county," 

Was read the first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 
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The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was dispersed with; and the bill read the 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox; ^ . +: É | 

The rule was further suspended; and said- bill read a third 
time, and passed with its title;as stated; 

"Phe joint resolution from the Senate, giving certain in- 
Structions to the joint select committee 1aised:or. the:sub- 
ject of the Mississippi Union Bank, Sdn wete. commulhi- 
cated to this House be ure since; 

“Was read, and, ' s. ee 

On motion, oo 

_ Goncurred in. Eu | ; 

The Speaker E the special orders. of the diss 

‘Fhe bill. to be entitled *an-act authorizing the chancellor 
to exercise certain. necessary powers in iod and. for 
other purposes," : 

Was read the third ine nad passed with. its title as 
Stated. - 

. "The next special: orders to wit: The. report af. the select 
committee on state bonds, was. considered in.committee of 
the whole, Mr. Boon in the chair... After some time spent 
therein, the committee ‘rose and reported. progress, and 
asked leave to sit again te-morrow. DER à at 10 o'clock. 

: On motion of Mr. Boon, 

The report ofthe committee was received. - 

The bill to be entitled “an act increasing, the : revenue T 
this state," being the next special order, was considered, 
upon which a question of ordér had arisen on yesterday, as 
to the substantive matter contained. therein being the same 
as that contained in a bill to. be entitled “an act.to amend 
an act for the suppression of tippling houses, &c.’’ acted. 
upon at a previous part:of this-session of this Legislatura. 

- Mr. Magrauder appealed from the decision of thé ‘chair. 

Mr.:Crump called for. the reading of the bill ec ME 


last session. ‘ "oO T O das 
Which being ead, = | 
ee Magrauder, by consent of the House, withdrew- ‘the 
appeal :- - vill ca 
And the Chair decided. the bill to ibe out E orders e 
On motion: of. Mr..Wilcox, . IDE 
The House: adjoamed: r3 tomorrow: morning at 10 
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On motion of Mr. Wileex, ^ . - ; 

The special order for 10 o'clock to-day, to wit: 

Resolutions reported by the committee to whom was-re- 
ferred so much of the Gevernor's message as relates to the 
outstanding state bonds, was postponed until half past 10 
o'clock to-day. o A 

Mr. Yerger presented the petition of J. M. Chilton, end 
others, praying the passage of an act for their relief, which, 

On motion, 

Was referred to a select committee of three, consisting 
of Messrs. Yerger, Mount, and Lemley. 

Mr. Land presented the account of John. M. Baskins for 
printing done for the state of Mississippi, which, 

On motion, 

"Nas referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Leake presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
the town of Colbert, Mississippi, praying the passage of a 
bill incorporating said town, which, 

On motion of Mr. Leake, 

Was referred to a select committee of three, consisting of 
Messrs. Leake, Frost, and Rayburn. 

Mr. Shoemaker presented the account of Thomas Holli- 
day, sheriff of Copiah county, for services rendered the state 
at stated times, which, 

On motion, P 
Was referred to the committee on elaims. n 
Mr. Leake presented the aecount of Worthington & 
Chapman, for printing done the state of Mississippi, which, 
On motion, i 

Was referred to the committee on claims. | 

Mr. Thompson presented the petition of R. W. Mitchell, 
and others, praying the grant of a charter for the construc- 
tion of a turnpike, which, , 

On motion ef Mr. Thompson, l 

Was referred to the committee on internal improvements. 

Mr. Shelby, from the select committee appointed to exa- 
amine and report upon the petition of certain citizens.of the 
county of Coahoma, reported, that they have had. the same 
under consideration, and had instructed him to report a bill 
to be entitled “an act to legalize the lease of certain. school 
lands in the county of Coahoma,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Shelby, 
The report was received and agreed to. , 


a 
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Mr. Offutt, from the select committee to whom was refer- 
red the petition of sundry citizens of Madison county, ré- 
ported a bill to be entitled “an act authorizing the trustees 
of township ten, range three, east, to rescind. the sale of the” 
16th section of said township,” ` NT 

Which bill was read the first time. A S 

‘On motion of’ Mr. Offutt, - 2 

The constitutional rule. requiring bills to be read upon 
three several days was dispensed with, and the-bill read a 
second time. . | i I. ' 
Mr. Baldwin offered the following amendment, which was 

ost: - a 
“ Be it further enacted, That the commissioners of schools 
in the district of Yallobusha; county, shall not be allowed to 
claim and demand more than eight per cent. per annum. in- 
terest on the purchase money of school sections now sold, 
or hereafter sold.” l 
On motion of Mr. Offutt, 
. * The constitutional rule was. further dispensed with, the 
bill read a third time and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Offutt, from the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of John Alsworth, reported a bill to bé entitled “an 
act for the benefit of John Alsworth,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Offutt, 

The report was received and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, - ! 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, the bill read the second 
and third time, and passed with its title as stated. - l 

Mr. Acker, from the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of snndry citizens of Monroe county, reported a 
bill to be entitled “an act to prescribe the mode of perma- 
nently locating the seat of justice of Monroe county,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Acker, 

The report was received and agreéd to, 

On motion of Mr. Acker, l 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill read a second 
and third- time, and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Crump gave notice that he would on to-morrow in- 
troduce the followin~ sesolution: aê 

Resolved, That all rules and parts of rules restraining or 
supposed -to restrain the House from acting upon the bill 
entitled “a bill for increasing the revenue of this state,” 
and upon the bill entitled “a. bill to secure the people from. 


^ G24 


taxation to pay the state bonds,” be and the. same are here- 
by .reseinded, to. the end that. the House may proceed .to 
consider and ‘dispose of said.bills ini such manner as the 
public good may seem to, require. 

Half past ten o'clock having arrived, the hour agreed 
upon previously, the House. resolved itself .into committee 
of the whole on the report of the select committee on 
state bonds, Mr. Boon in the Char. ‘And after some time 
spent in the consideration thereof, the committee rose, and 
through their chairman, reported the resolutions back to 
the House without amendment. . 

On motion of Mr. Boon, 

- The report was received. 

The question being upon ‘agreeing to the first resolution 
in the report, to wit: 

Resolved, That the state of Mississippi is bound to the 
holders of the bonds of the state of Mississippi, issued and 
sold on account of the Planters’ and Mississippi Union Bank, : 
for the full amount of the principal and interest due thereon, 

Bat before the question was taken on the adoption of 
said resolution, .- 

Mr. Bradford moved the following amendment, to wit: 

Amend, by striking out all after the word “resolved,” 
and insert the following, to wit: 

“That in the opinion of this Legislature, the state of Mis- 
sissippi is legally and morally bound to redeem her bonds, 
issued and sold on account of the Planters’ and Mississippi 
Union Banks. 

“Resolved, That in the opinion of this Legislature, that 
when the assets of the said Planters and À Mississippi Union 
Banks. shah be exhausted toward the payment of said bonds, 
that the- state of Mississippi will pay the residue of the 
same," 

But.before the question was taken on said. amendment, - 

Mr. Acker moved the following amendment to the 
amendment, to wit: 

“That all the assets of the: Mississippi Union Bank, and 
of the Planters and Rail Road Banks, after redeeming ‘their 
circulation, ought to be put in the hands of trustees as a 
trast fund for the benefit and use of the holders’ of the 
bonds, and that'after all the «said assets are completely ex- 
hausted; and also all the liabilities of the stockholders are 
exhausted, then the question will come before the people 
who we believe will meetall their legal and moral liabilities.” 

‘The ayes and noes were called for upon this amendment. 
and are as follows: 
okyes+—Messrs. Acker, Besangon, Berry, Béll, Bradford; 


~ 
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Boon, Cole, Durham.. Draine,. Ellis of .Copiah, Ellis of-Jas- 
per, Fore, Frost, Grinstead, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, 
Holland, Johnson; Jones, Kilgore, Lowe, Leggett, Moodys, 
Marsh, McGowan, :Prewitt;. Rayburn; Roberts, Turner, 
Terrell, Watson, Wagster, and Womack,—34. . | - 

: Noes—Mr, Speaker, Allen of Marshall, . Allen of, Hinds; 
Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Burrus, Billups, Binford, Cooky 
Çunningham, Crump, Dickson, Downes, Dobyns, Draughan, 
Dunn, Ellis of Newton, Evans, Finley, Foster, Field, Inge; 
Lemly, Leake, Land, Means, Mount,:Maury, Mabry, Ma-. 

rauder., Norris, Offutt, Owén,. Puckett, Ruff, Robinson; 

‘unnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker; Stewart, Thompson; 
Tompkins, Wilcox, Watkins, Wood, Williatnson and ur 

er-—49. 
$ So the amendment to the end nat was res 

Mr. Goode moved that the further consideration of the 
subject be postponed until the first Monday in August next; 
upon which the ayes and noes were called, and are as fole 
OWS: 

Ayes—Messrs.. Berry, Ellis of Jasper Ellis. of, Newton, 
Frost, Goode, Jones, Rupee Lemley, Marsh, . McGowan, 
Rober ts, and Turne-—192... 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen. of 
Hinds, Acker, Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Besangon, Bell, 
Bradford, Burruss, Billups, Binford, Boon, Bynum, Cook, 
Cole, : Cunningham, Crump,’. Dickson, .Downes, Durham, 
Draine, Dobyns, Draughan, Dunn, Ellis of Copiah, Evans, 
Finley Fore, Foster, Field, Graves, Grinstead, Harrington, 
Harrison, Holland, Inge, Jenkins, Johnson, Leake. Lowe, 
Leggett, Land, Means, Mount, Moody, Maury, Mabry, 
Magrauder, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, Puckett. Ray- 
burn, Ruff, Rebinson, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker, 
Stuart, Terrell, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Watson, 
Wagster, W atkins, Wood, Williamson, Womack, and. REI 
ger—75.. 

So the House refused to postpone. T 

Mr. Crump moved the previous. question, zn Po 

Which motion was lost, - 

And the question.was taken on Mr. Bradford's amend- 
ment, which was lost. 

Mr. Besançon offered the. following amendment, to wits: 
Strike out of the first resolution, the -words “ Mississippi 
Union,” and make the word Banks read Bank. Also, 
amend by adding-at the. end of. the.first resolution: * ‘after 
the means of the Planter's Bank and the Mississippi Rail 
Road Company shall have been exhausted," upon which the 
ayes and noes. Deng Epid s are as: isis : pus 
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Ayes—Messrs. Acker, Besançon, Bell, Berry, Bradfor 
Boon, Bynum, Cole, Durham, Draine, Ellis of Copiah, Ellis 
of Jasper, Ellis of Newton, Fore, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, 
Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Holland, Jones, Kilgore, Lem- 
ley, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Moody, Marsh, McGowan, 
Prewitt, Puckett, Rayburn, Roberts, Turner, Terrell, Wat- 
son, Wagster and Womack—38. 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Allen of Marshall, Allen of Hinds, 
Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Burrus, Billups, Binford, Cook, 
Cunningham, Crump, Dickson, Downes, Dobyns, Draughan, 
Dunn, Evans, Finley, Foster, Field, inge, Jenkins, Johnson, 
Land, Means, Mount, Maury, Mabry, Magrauder, «Norris, 
Offutt, Owen, Ruff, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker, 
Stuart, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Watkins, Wood, Wil- 
liamson and Yerger—46. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Lemley moved that the House adjourn until half past 
three. 

Which motion did not prevail. 

Mr. Graves offered the following amendment as a substi- 
tute, to wit: 

Strike out all after the word Resolved, and insert & That 
the state of Mississippi is bound for the payment ef the 
bonds sold for the credit of the Planters’ Bank. 

“Resolved further, That the state of Mississippi is not 
bound for the redemption of the bonds sold for the benefit 
of the Union Bank to Nicholas Biddle, and that the insinua- 
tion that the state of Mississippi will violate her faith by the 
refusal to pay the bonds sold for the benefit of the Union 
Bank, is a calumny upon the justice, honor and dignity of the 
state.” 

Mr. Wood moved the rejection of the amendment. 

The ayes and noes being called for, are as follows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Allen of Marshall, Allen of Hinds, 
Acker, Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Bradford, Burrus, Bil- 
lups, Binford, Cook, Cunningham, Crump, Dickson, Downes, 
Dobyns, Draughan, Draine, Evans, Finley, Fore, Foster, 
Field, Harrington, Inge, Jenkins, Jones, Johnson, Leake, 
Land, Means, Mount, Murchison, Maury, Mabry, Magrau- 
der, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, Pucket, Rayburn, Ruff, 
Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, Thompson, 
Tompkins, Wilcox, Watson, Watkins, Wood, Williamson, 
Womack and Yerger—58. 

Noes—Messrs. Besançon, Berry, Boon, Bynum, Cole, 
Durham, Draine, Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of 
Newton, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Harrison, Hol- 
land, Kilgore, Lemley, Lowe, Legget, Moody, Marsh, Me- 
Gowan, ‘Turner, Terrell and Wagster—26. 
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So the amendment was rejected. : 

Mr. Leake offered. the following amendment to the ist 
resolution, to,wit: =’ 

Strike out all after the word «resolved, ? and insert “that 
the State. of Mississippi is neither morally nêr legally bound 


to. pay the bonds issued for the benefit of the Mississippt 


Union Bank.” 


“Mr. Dobyns moved the. rejection ef the amendment. 
The ayes and noes being called for, are as follows: 


- Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of '. 
Hinds, Acker, Barnes, Baldwin, Bradford, Burrus, Billups, 


Binford, Boon, Gook, Cole, Cunningham, Crump, Dickson, 
Downes, Dobyns,. Dranghan, Dunn, Eliis of Gopiah, Ellis of 
Jasper, Evans, Finley, Fore, Foster, Field, Grinstead; 


Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Inge, Jenkins, J ohnson, Jones, 


Leggett, Land, Means, Mount, Murchison, Maury, Mabry, 


Magrauder, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, Puckett, Ray- 


burn, Roberts, Ruff, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker, 
Stewart, Turner, Terrell, 'Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, 
Watson, Watkins, Wood, "Williamson and Yerger—66. 

Noes—Messrs. Besançon, Berry, Bynum; Draine, Ellis 
of. Newton, Frost, Graves, Holland, Kilgore, Lemley, 
Leake, Lowe, Moody, Marsh, MeGowan, Wagster and 
Womack— 17. : 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Durham moved that the House adjourn, 

. Which was lost. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the fir st 
resolution. 

The ayes and noes having been called for, are as follows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of 
Hinds, Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Burrus, Billups, Binford, 
Cook, Cunningham, Crump, Dickson, Downes, Dobyns, 
Draughan, Dunn, Evans, Finley, Fore, Foster, Field, Har- 
rington, Inge, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Land, Means, Mount, 
Murchison, Maury, Magrauder, Norris, Offutt, Owen, 
Puckett, Rayburn, Ruff, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoe- 
maker, Stewart, Thompson, Tompkins, Wileox, Watkins, 
Wood; Williamson and Yerger—52. _- - 

- Noes—Messrs. Acker, Besangon, Berry, Boon, Bynum, 
Cole, Durham, Draine, Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of Jasper, Ellis 
of Newton, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Harrison, 
‘Holland, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Moody, 
McGowan, Roberts, Turner, Terrell, Wagster and Wo- 
mack—30.: 


So the first resolution was adopted. 


The question then recurred on the adoption of the second 


» 
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resolution of the committee omstate bonds, to wit: | 

“Resolved, That the state of Mississippi will pay her 
bonds, and preserve her faith inviolate.” ec 

Mr. Durham offered the féllowing amendment, to wit: 

“Amend by adding the word “legal” -before the word 
bonds. . ; ' 

Mr. Yerger moved the rejection of said amendment, - ` 

Whereupon the ayes and noes were called for, and are as 
follows: ET 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allex-of 
Hinds, Acker, Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Burrus, Billups, 
Binford, Cook,Cunningham,Crump, Dickson, Dobyns, Dunn, 
Evans, Finley, Foster, Field, Inge, Jenkins, Johnson, Land, 
Means, Mount, Murchison, Maury, Mabry, Magrauder, 
Norris, Offutt, Owen, Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Smiley, Shoe- 
maker, Stewart, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Wood, Wil- 
liamson and Yerger—45. A 

Noes—Messrs. Besangon, Berry, Bradford, Boon, By- 
num, Cole, Durham, Draughan, Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of New- 
ton, Fore, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Harrington, 
Harrison, Holland, Jones, Kilgore; Lemiey, Leake, Lowe, 
Leggett, Moody, Marsh, McGowan, Puckett, Roberts, Tur- 
ner, Watson, Wagster and Womack—33. Bas 

Mr. Besangon offered the following amendment, to the 
second resolution, to wit: . 

A mend by inserting at the end “and that she will exhaust | 
the means of the various banks for which she is endorser, 
before she calls on the people." 

The ayes and noes being called for, are as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Acker, Besançon, Berry, Bradford, Boon, 
Bynum, Cole, Downes, Ellis of Jasper, Elis of Newton, 
Fore, Frost, Grinstead, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Hol- 
land, Jones, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Moody, Mc- 
Gowan, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, Puckett, Rayburn, Turner, 
Terrell, Wagster and Womack—-32. 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Allen of Marshall, Allen, of Hinds, 
Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Burrus, Billups, Binford, Cook, 
Cunningham, Crump, Dickson, Dobyns, Dunn, Evans; Fin- 
ley, Foster, Field, Inge, Johnson, Land, Means, Mount, 
Murchison, Maury, Mabry, Magrauder, Norris, Ruff, Rob- 
inson, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, 
Thompson, Wileox, Watkins, Wood, Williamson and -Yer- 
ger—42. i ES 

So the amendment was lost. M 

And the question was taken upon the adoption of the se- 
cond resolution, We 

And decided in the affirmative. 


329 


The question then recurréd upon the adoption: of. the 3d 
resolution, which is as follows, to wit: 

Resolved, That the insinuation that the State of Missis- 
sippi would repudiate her bonds, and violate her plighted 
faith, is a calumny upon the justice, ‘honor, and dignity of 
the state. 

Mr. Bradford offered. the following . amendment. to'said. 
resolution, to wit: “Strike out the third section.” T. he ayes 
and noes being called for, are as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Berry, .Bradferd, Boen, Cote, Durham, 
Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of. Jasper, Frost, Grinstead, Goode, 
Harrington, . Harrison, Jones, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, 
Lowe, Leggett, Moody, Marsh, McGowan, Kay burn, Tur- 
ner, Terrell, Womack, and Wagster—25. 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of 
Hinds, Acker, Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Burrus, Billups, 
Binford, Cook, Cunningham, Crump, Dickson, Downes, 
Dobyns, Draughan, Evans, Finley, Foster, Field, Inge, 
Jenkins, Johnson, Means, Mount, Murchison, Mabry, Mau- 
ry, Magrauder, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, Puckett, 
Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stew- 
art, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Watkins, Wood, Wil- 
liamson, and Yerger—48, - 

So the House refusing to strike out the third resolution, 
the Speaker decided that the refusing to strike out was 
equivalent to the adoption of the original resolution reported 
by the committee. 

Mr. Acker moved that the House adjourn until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning, 

Which was lost, and 

On motion of Mr. Draughan, 
The House adjourned to meet at 7 o ‘clock, P. M. 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


Mr. Ruff asked to "A his name recorded i in the nega- 
tive, on the vote taken upon the motion to strike out the 3d 
resolution reported by the select committee on the state 
bonds, which was granted. 

Special order of the day was announced, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to provide for the appoint- , 
ment of State Printer.” 

The House resolved itself into committee of the whole 
upon said bill, Mr. Durham in the chair. 

After some time spent in the:consideration enero 

On rhotion, . 
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The committee rose, and reported the bill, with amend. 
ments. 

On motion of Mr. Durham, 

The report was received. 

The following amendment was adopted, viz: 

Amend the fourth section by striking out in the third 
line “three thousand,” and insert “five thousand.” 

The following amendment was read and adopted: 

«Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, to copy the original manuscript journals 
of the House, of which they are respectively officers, and 
to deliver said copy to the public printer,. within the time 
now required by law, and it shall be the duty of said secre- 
tary and clerk to deposit the said original manuscript jour- 
nals in the office of the Secretary of State, and that the 
Secretary of State shall safely keep and preserve the ori- 
ginal manuscripts of laws, and said journals, in the archives 
of State.” . | 

“Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Senate 
and Clerk of the House of Representatives, shall receive as 
their compensation for copying said journals, the sum of 
123 cents for every hundred words.” 

The following amendment was read and adopted: 

“Be it further enacted, That hereafter the compensation 
of four dollars per page, for as many pages as are contained 
in one copy of each volume of the reports of the High 
Court of Errors and Appeals, shall be allowed the reporter of 
said court, upon his depositing four hundred copies of each 
succeeding volume of said reports, neatly bound in calf and 
lettered, in the office of the Secretarv of State, as is now 
required by law. Said reports shall be printed on small 
pica, and the pages shall be of a size not less than those of 
the reports already published, the marginal notes shall be 
printed in brevier type; and the Auditor of Public Accounts 
shall issue his warrants for the above allowance, upon the 
certificate of the Secretary of State, that said books have 
been deposited in his office." 

The following amendments were read and adopted:. 

Insert after the werd “be,” in the first line in section 10, 
the words “two thousand copies of the laws," and after the 
word “of” in the second line of same section, the words 
“each of,” i ; 

The following amendment was read and concurred in: 

“Be it further enacted, That the laws of this State, and 
the journals of the Legislature shall be printed within this 
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State, and under the immediate supervision of the Secretary 
of State.” 

The following imeni was read: 

Alter the word “repealed” of the second line of the 11th 
section, insert “and that this act shall take effect and be in 
force, from and after its passage, Provided, That this-act- 
shall not be so construed as ‘to extend to any report in the 
hands of the reporter of the High Court of Errors and ap 
peals, prior to its present sitting.” 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox; i + 

The following amendment to the amendment was adopted: 

Strike out all after the word “passage,” and insert the fol- | 
lowing: “Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so con- - 
strued as to affect the compensation to be paid for any vol- 
ume of reports now in press." 

On motion of Mr. Durham, 

Ordered, that the bill be ‘engrossed, and made the special 
order of the day for to-morrow at 11 o'clock A. M. 

Mr. Mount moved to call from the orders of the day, 

A bill to be entitled “an act to secure the people against 
taxation to pay the State bonds,” 

Which was not carried. 

On motion of Mr. Ruff, 

Leave of absence was. granted for the remainder of this 
session, to Athony Foster, a member from the county of 
Ponola. 

Mr. Owen moved to call from the orders of the day 

A bill to be entitled “an act to divide the militia of Tta- 
wamba county into two regiments,” 

Which was not carried. 

On motion of Mr. Downes, the House adjourned. 


“THURSDAY MORNING, January 28, 1241. 


A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, theirSecretary: 

Mr. Spgaxer:—The Senate have given leave to the in- 
troduction of bills of titles to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Columbus 
Fire Company, No, 1.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Canton 
and Jackson Rail Road Company.” 

The Senate have passed a resolution appropriating room 
No. 12, in the Capitol, to the Secretary of State. 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. . 
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À. message from the Governor by Mr. Russel, his private 
Secretary, to wit: 

Mn. Sreaxer—l am directed by his Excellency to inform 
this House that he did on yesterday approve and sign `. 

*An act to authorize Levi W. Moore to build a toll-bridge 
across the Chickasawha river”, . 

“An act to incorporate the Gommerce Male and Female 
Academy,” 

“An act for the relief of S. M. Lynch,” 

*An act to secure the collection of monies accruing for 
the benefit of education in the county of Amite,” 

. *Àn act to amend the thirteenth and fourteenth sections 
of an act entitled an act concerning conveyances,” passed 
June 13, 1822, 

“An act to promote industry and for the encouragement 
of agriculture in the state of Mississippi,” 

All of which originated in the House of Representatives. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tary: 

Mr. Speaxer:—The Senate have passed bills of titles 
to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Columbus 
Fire Company No. 1.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the President and 
Directors of the Grand Gulf Rail Road and Banking Com- 
pany, to wind up and close their affairs as a bank, and for 
other purposes," 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of David Shel- 
ton.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act co change and prolong the 
time of holding the Circuit Court of Tippah county.” 

A. bill to be entitled “an act for the benefit of the Presi- 
dent, Directors and Company of the Commercial and Rail 
Road Bank of Vicksburg.” 

They have amended the third named bill. 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. Barnes presented the claim of Parham Beauford, late 
sheriff of Yazoo county. 

Mr. Wood, the claim of S. B. Newman, sheriff of Adams 
county. 

Mr. Runnels, the clam of Ludlow & Connolly. ` 

Mr. Maury, the claim of the commissioner of public. build- 
ings. 

Mr. Owen, the claim of Jno. R. Wesni, sheriff of Ita- 
wamba county. 

nich several claims were referred to the committee on 
claims. 
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Mr. Acker presented the petition of D. H. Morgan and 
"others; citizens of Monroe county, praying the passage of 
an aet for the relief of William Hilliard, which 
© | On motion, 

Was referred to à select committee of : three, consisting of 
Messrs. Acker, Norris and. Holland. . 

“Mr. Tompkins, from a select committee, niade the follow. 
ing report, to witz 

Mn. SPEAKER: The ‘select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the- bill entitled *an-act increasing the powers arid 
duties of the probate courts, and for the protectión of or- 
phans,” report they have had the same under considera- 
tion, and have amended the same by striking out all after 
the enacting clause, and inserting tlie accompanying bill in 
lieu thereof, which bill as amended they think ought to 
“pass, to wit: 

‘A bill to be entitled “an act increasing ‘the powers and 
duties-of the probate courts, and for the protection of or- 
phans;” 

Which being : read, 

Oii motion of Mr. Tompkins, 

The report of the committee was received and agreed to, 

And the bill ordered to be engrossed, and made the spe- 
cial order for 11 o’clock, to-morrow. 

The following report of the majority of a select: cominit- 
tee, was presented by Mr. Means, Chairman: ' 

Mn. Sreaxer:—The majority of the committee ‘to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled “an act to define the boun- 
daries of the counties of Tunica and Coahoma, find upon 
examination of the map that the boundaries of the county 
of Tunica as defined by the bill would leave it with less 
than its constitutional area, and therefore report the accóm- 
panying arendment, and also report a map, so that the 
House may be in possession of the real merits of the case. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Amendments made by the majority of the committee to- 
wit: . 
Amend the first section by inserting in the second line 
the word, “ west,” in lieu of. the word “east.” Amend the 
second section by striking out all after the word;:“Túnica,” 
and inserting in lieu thereof, “as lies south of the southern 
boundary of-township six, be attached to and form a part of 
the county of Coahoma.” . 

On motion of Mr. Besangon, o 

The report of the majority of the corhmit-ee was received 
and agreed to. 

Mr. Johnson, from. the minority, made the following ree 
port, to wit: . 
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The committee to whom was referred the bill to be enti- 
tled “an act to define the boundaries of the counties of Tu- 
nica and Coahoma, have had the same under consideration, 
and I, a minority of said committee, would report that by 
the provisions of the bill, the whole of the county of Desoto, 
would be added to Tunica, except three miles wide on the 
western boundary, and although the word, “east,” in the 
first section, we believe was intended to be “west,” and if - 
the bill was so amended it would be less objectionable, but 
it would then be objectionable and ought not to pass for 
many reasons. 

JOSEPH JOHNSON, Chairman. 

Which, on motion, was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Besangon moved that the bill with the amendments 
be engrossed, and made the order of the day for a third 
reading on to-morrow; but before the question was taken, 

Mr. Bradford offered the following amendment, to wit: 

Amend first section by inserting after the word “lies,” in 
the fourth line the words “south of township one, and,” 

Which was lost. | 

Mr. Robinson offered the following proviso, to wit: 

Provided, three fourths of the citizens of that portion of 
Desoto county, proposed to be attached, give their consent. 

Which was iost. 

Mr. Runnels moved that said bill with its amendments 
be laid on the table. 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Johnson.moved the indefinite postponement of the 
whole matter. 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Johnson offered the following amendment, to wit: 

“Amend by striking out that portion of the bill that em- 

braces the western boundary of De Soto county;” 
— Which amendment was adopted, ; 

And tke bill with its amendments ordered to be engrosse 
for a third reading on to-morrow. l 

Mr. Wilcox, bý leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to provide for the purchase of sundry articles therein 
named, for the use of the state, and for other purposes,” -« 

-Wkich was read the first time. 
On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days was dispensed with, and said bill read 
a second time forthwith. | 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The House resolved itselí forthwith into committee of 

the whole, on said bill, Mr. Inge in the chair. After some 
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time spent therein, the committee rose and reported the bill 
without amendment, " 

Which report was received and. agreed to. 

On motion, 

The rule’ was further dispensed with, and the bill read 
a third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Puckett, by leave, introduced a bill to.be entitled “an 
act concerning the collection of taxes in Rankin county, 
for the purpose of paying for a court house and jail,” 

Which was read the-first time. 

On motion of Mr. Puckett, i 

- The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
second time forthwith. 

On motion, ' l 

The rule was further dispensed with, and the bill consi- 
dered as engrossed, and read the third time, and passed with 
its title as stated. 

Mr. Inge, by leave, introduced “a resolution in relagion 
to the trustees of Jefferson College,” 

Which was read the first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Inge, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills and resolutions to 
be read on three several days was dispensed with, and said 
resolution read a second and third time forthwith, and 
passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Rayburn, by ‘leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 
“an act to authorize the tax collector of Yallobushz county 
to make his return te the auditor of public accounts for the 
fiscal year 1840, on the first Monday in May, 1841, and for 
other purposes,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Rayburn moved the suspension of. the rule, to the 
end that said bill. be read a second time forthwith, 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Robinson moved to call from the table the bill to be . 
entitled “an act to change the name of the ini Col- 
lege, and for other purposes,” 

Which was not sustained. 

Mr. Evans, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an, 
act to authorize the institution of a suit in chancery, in be- 
half of the state, for the purpose of putting the Mississippi 
Union Bank in liquidation, and for the better husbanding of 
the effects thereof,” 

Which was road the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 
The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
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several days was dispensed with, and the bill was read a 
second time. dig 1o 
On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The bill was referred to a select committeé of five, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Wilcox, Mount, Evans, Besangon and 
Boon. | o 

On motion of Mr. Mount, . ' 

‘The bill to be entitied “an act to secure the peoplé from 
taxation to pay the state bonds,” was called from the or- 
ders of the day, and referred to the same committee as the 
foregoing bill. l 

On motion of Mr. Smiley, : 

The vote just taken upon a bill to be entitled “an act to 
change the name of the Mississippi College to that of the 
Centenary College," was reconsidered, and, ` 

On motion of Smiley,, 

The bill was placed upon the regular orders of the day. 

The Speaker presented a communication from the Audi- 
tor of Public Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Magrauder, 
Ordered, that the communication lie upon the table. 
Mr. Speaker presented the following communication from 


W. P. Grayson, Cashier of the Mississippi Union Bank: 


MISSISSIPPI UNION BANK, 
Jackson, January 27th, 1841. 

At a meeting of the Board of Directors, held this day, 
H. G. Runnels, Esq. tendered his resignation as a director 
on the part of the state, which, on motion, was accepted, 
and the Cashier be instructed to communicate the same, to 
the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of Mississippi, now in sessioh. Extract from the 


minutes. $ l ; 
WM. P. GRAYSON, Cashier. 


Mr. Ellis, of Newton, moved to refer the communication 
to the committee ón propositions and grievances, 
Which was lost. 
On motion of Mr. Puckett, 
Ordered, that the communication lie on the table. . 
A message from the Governor, transmitting resolutions 
adopted by the General Assembly of Alabama was read, and 
On motion of Mr. Wilcox, l l 
It was referred to the select committee où so much of 
the Governor’s message as relates to the communications 
from other states. i ' Tod 
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Ms. Durham asked and, obtained leave to record his vote 
an the affirmative, upon ‘a motion to reject resolutions iñ- 
structing our Senators and requesting-our Representativés 
A eR the passage of an act, chartering a National 
Bank. 

. Mr. Yerger submitted the following résolutiongto wit:._ 

Resolved, "That the rule of this House which forbids legis- - 

lation in reference tothe Mississippi Union Bank, the Mis- 
sissippi Rail Road Bank, and the Planters’ Bank, because the 
same subject matter, has been acted upon at S previous day 
of this session, be suspended, in order that bills may be in- 
troduced in relation to the placing said banks in liquidation. 

The constitutional number calling for the ayés and noes 
upon the adoption of this resolution, they were ordered, and 
are as follows:  . a Ge a i 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of Hinds, Acker, 
Darnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Besangon, Berry, Bradford, 
Billups, Binford, Boon, Bynum, Cook, Cole, Cunningham, 
Crump, Dickson, Downes, Durham, Draine, Draughan, 
Dobyns, Dunn, Ellis of Copiak, Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of New- 
ton, Evans, Finley, Fore, Field, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, 
Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Holland, Inge, Jenkins, John- 
ston, Jones, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Land, 
Mount, Moody, Maury, Marsh, Mabry, Magrauder, Norris, 
Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, Puckett, Rayburn, Ruff, Robinson, 
Runnels, Shelby, Shoemaker, Stewart, Turner, Terrell, 
Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Watkins, Wood, Womack, 
and Yerger—75. m / 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Burrus, Wagster, and Wil- 
liamson—4. mE - 

So the amendment was adopted. 

On motion of Mi. Tompkins, 

A bill to be entitled “an act to put certain banking cor- 
porations therein named into liquidation, and to pay state 
bonds, and for other purposes,” . | 

Was called from the orders of the day, and, on motion, 
was referred to the select committee heretofore appointéd, 
to wit: Messrs. Wilcox, Mount, Evans, Besangon and Boon. ` 

Mr. Crump submitted the following resolution: — . p 

Resolved, That all rules and parts of rules, restraining or 
supposed to restrain this House from acting upon a bill to 
be entitled “an act for increasing the revenue of this state,” 
be, and the same are hereby suspended, to the end that the 
House may proceed to consider end dispose of said bills, in 
such manner as the public good may seem to require. | 

Mr. Ellis, of Copiah, moved to mdefinitely postpone the 
resolutions, and the constitutional number calling for the 

H 2I. .: É 
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ayes and noes upoh the motion, they were ordered, and 
are as follows: _ j l | i ^J 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barnes, Bradford, Billups, 
Binford, Boon,'Cook, Cole, Draine, Draughan, Dunn, Ellis 
of Copiah, Ellis of Jasper, Evans, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, 
Goode, Harrington, Holland, Jenkins, Jones, Kilgore, Leg- 
gett, Land, Means, Maury, Marsh, McGowan, Owen, 
Prewitt, Roberts, Shoemaker, Turner, Terrell, Wileox,.Wo- 
mack, and Yerger--38. ` - d a MM 

Noes—Messts.. Allen of Marshall, Allen of Hinds, Acker, 
Barringer, Daldwin, Besangon, Berry, Burrus, Bynum, Cun- 
ningham, Crump, Dickson, Downes, Finley, Fore, Field, 
Harrison, Inge, Johnson, Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Mount, 
Murcliison, Moody, Mabry, Magrauder, Norris, Offutt, 
Puckett, Rayburn, Robinson, Shelby, Smiley, Stewart, 
Thompson, Wagster, Watkins, Wood, Williamson—40. 

So the motion to indefinitely postpone the resolution was 
not carried. "a 
_ The question was then called for upon the adoption of the 

resolution, and the ayes and noes being called for by the 
uo NOUS number, they were ordered and are as fol- 
lows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen, of Hinds, Ack- 
er, Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Besangon, Berry, Burrus, 
Bynum, Crump, Dickson, Downes, Ellis of Newton, Finley, 
Fore, Field, Harrison, Holland, Inge, Johnson, Lemley, 
Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Mount, Murchison, Moody, Mabry, 
Magrauder, McGowan, Norris, Offutt, Puckett, Rayburn, 
Robinson, Shelby, Smiley, Stewart, Terrell, Thompson, 
Tompkins, Wagster, Watkins, Wood, Williamson, Womack, 
— 48. 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Bradford, Billups, Binford, Boon, 
Cook, Cole, Cunningham, Durham, Draine, Draughan,Dunn, 
Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of Jasper, Evans, Frost,Graves, Grin- 
stead, Goode, Harrington, Jenkins, Jones, Kilgore, Land, 
Means, Maury, Marsh, Owen, Prewett, Roberts, Shoe- 
maker, Turner, Wilcox, and Yerger—34. 

So the resolution was. not adopted, it requiring two- 
thirds of the whole to suspend a rule. | 

On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


Mr. Land, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled *an 
act concerning the Commercial Bank of Manchester, and 
further to reduce the capital stock thereof.” — ^^ > 

Which was read the first time. 
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Mr: Besangon gave notice that he would on to-morrow, 
introduce a bill to be entitled “an act supplemental to an 
act entitled an act requiring the several Banks of this state 
to pay specie, and for otlier. purposes,” approved 21st Feb- 
Tu 1840. 

"The Speaker announced that the hour hadarrived for the 
consideration of the special order of the day. 

~ The bill to be entitled “an‘act for the appointment of 
State Printer,” was read tlie third time and passed. ^. 

Mr. Boon moved to amend the title by adding “to regulate 
the fees of the reporter of the High Court of Errors and 
Appeals, and for other purposes.” “Which was adopted. 

So the bill passed with its title as amended.’ 

The bill accompanying the message from the Senate, de- 
livered this morning, to wit: 

& An act to incórporate the Columbus Fire Company No. 

'1,? was read the first time. : 
The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act supple- 
‘mental to an act entitled an act to amend an act entitled an 
act to incorporate the Grand Gulf Rail Road and Banking 
Company,” approved December the 23d, 1833, and also to 
“amend an act entitled an ‘act to amend the charter of the | 
President and Directors of the Grand Gulf Rail Road and 
Banking Company,’ ' approved February 12, 1838, was read 
the first time. 

“Mr. Magrauder moved that the- constitutional rale requi- 
ring bills to be read upon three several days, be dispensed 
with, and that said bill be read a second time forthwith, 
which motion did not prevail. i 

The bill from the Senate, to be entitled, “an act to change 
and prolong the time of holding the Cireuit Court of Tip- 
pah county,” was réad the first time. — — 

On motion of Mr. ‘Thompson, | i 

"The constitutional rule requiring. bills to be read on three 
several days Was dispensed with, and isis bill was read a 
second time. 

On motion of Mr Runnels, - ~ 

The further consideration of said bill was s postponed until 
to-morrow at t2 o'clock. 

“The bill from the Senate to" bé. entitled “an act for the 
benefit of the President, Directors and Company of the 
Commercial and Rail Road Bank of Vicksburg,” was read 
the first time. 

Regular orders of the day: ` 

The bill from the Senate to bé entitled. “an: act to amend 
the revenue laws of this State,” 

Was read the third time. > 
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Mr, Offutt offered the following amendment by way of 
" ryder, to wit: — eL ate MU NU. 

“And be it further enacted, That this act shall not take 
effect until forty days after its passage," o 

Which was adopted. : "n 

And the bill, together with the ryder, passed with its title 
as stated. . . E 

The amendment made by the Senate to.the bill from the 
House to be entitled *an act for tLe relief of David Shel- 
ton," a 

Was adopted. n 

Ordered, that the.clerk inform the Senate of the same. `. 

The resolution from the Senate in relation to the two per 
cent. fund, Ga l 

Was read the second time. e a 

Mr. Boon moved that the resolution be laid on the table, 

Upon which motion the ayes and noes were called, and. 
are as follows: 7 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Marshali, Acker, Baldwin, Bell, 
Bradford, Burrus, Billups, Boon, Cook, Crump, Draine, 
Graves, Harrington, Jenkins, Johnson, Kilgore, Leake, Leg- 
gett, Land, Maury, Marsh, Mabry, Means, Norris, Owen, 
Prewett, Rayburn, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, Terrell, 
Thompson, Watson, Wood and Womack—36. 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barnes, Berry, Bynum, 
Cole, Dickson, Draughan, Downs, Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of 
Jasper, Ellis of Newton, Fore, Field, Frost, Grinstead, 
Goode, Harrison, Holland, Jones, Lemley, Lowe, Murchi- 
son, Moody, Magrauder, Mount, McGowan, Offutt, Puckett, 
Roberts, Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Shelby, Turner, Tomp- 
kins, Wagster and Williamson—37. , 

So the resolution does not lie on the table. ; 

The bill from the Senate entitled “an act to répeal an act 
entitled an act to appoint a commissioner of public buildings, 
and for other purposes, approved February 9th, 1838,” 

Was read the second time, and hum 

On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, l 

Referred to the committee on public buildings. — . 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act supple- 
mental to an act to provide a remedy against steam boats, 
and other water craft, approved February 20th, 1840,” 

Was read the second time, and E 2 l 


On motion of Mr. Tompkins, oe 
The constitutional rule requiring bills to be.read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill read the third 
time forthwith, + e 
And passed with its title as stated, 


E 


The bill from the Senate to be entitled ^an act to change 
the county site of Ledke county,” à; 

: Was read the second time; and: 

On motion of Mr. Wood, 

The constitutional rule: requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was dispensed with, and the bill read the third 
time, . . 

And passed with its title as stated. . 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act for the. 
relief of certain tax collectors therein named,” - 

Was read the third time, l 

And passed with its title as stated. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an. act to incor- 
porate Grenada Lodge No. 6, of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, in the town of Grenada, ms: d 

Was read the second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wood, > ` 

Thé constitutional rule requiring bilis to be read on three 
several days, was dispensed with, 

«And the. bill read-the third time by its title, ' 

` And passed with its title as stated. 

- The :bill from the Senate to be entitled ` “an act or the 
relief of Reuben Leach, of Copiah county,” a 

Was read the second time, and . 

On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, de 

_ Referr ed to the committee on claims. | 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an ‘act concern- 
ing the Probate Court of Hoimes county,” 

Was read the second time, and. 

On motion of Mr. Land, — 

“The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 

several days, was dispensed with, na a reu the third 
time, 

And passed’ with its title’ as stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to amend an raat entitled 
an act to-incorporate the town of Oxford i in the county of- 
Lafayette," 

Was read the second time, aid 

- On motion of Mr. Barringer, . 

The constitutional rule requiring bills’ to be read on three 
several days, was aspented with, and the bill read the. third 
time, ` 

And passed with its title as stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an `aċt to make good: and valid 
certain acts of John D. J ennings, as Pe Probate. Piet 
of Thomas.N. Martin," 


Was read the second time, and  . : 


i 
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On motion of Mr. Kilgore, 

"The constitutional rule requiring bills to be Sere on three 
several days, was dispensed with, the bill read: the. third 
time 

And passed with its title as T 

The bill to be, entitled “an act to change the time iu 
holding the regular session of the Board of Police of Carrol 
county, and for other purposes," was read the M ume, 
and 

On motion of Mr. Binford, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, the bill read the third time 
and passed with its title as stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Macon 
Lodge, No. 40, of Free and Accepted Sede 

Was read the second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wood, 

Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-merrow. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act to be en- 
titled an act to incorporate the city of Vicksburg, approved 
February 15th, 1839, and to amend an act entitled an act 
to incorporate the city of Vicksburg, approved 15th day of 
February, 1839, approved February 22d, 1840, and to 
more particularly define ' the boundaries of said city. of 
Vicksburg,” . A x 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Wood moved that the bill be referred to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, | 

` Which motion was lost. z 

Mr. Moody offered the following amendment, to wit: 

Amerd by inserting an additional section, “with powers 
and privileges of creating a United States’ Bank,” 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Wood offered the following amendment, to wit: 

“Provided, that all-the provisions contained in this act 
shall be extended to the city of Natchez and her. d 

Which was also adopted. Do a 

On motion of Mr. Downs, - 
The bill with its amendments, were indefinitely post- 
oned. 
j The bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act entitled 
an act incorporating the Vicksburg and Water Works 
Company,” EN 
Was read the second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Tompkins, 
Was referred to a select committeé of thrée, consisting 


of Messrs. Tompkins, Watkins, and Shelby. . 
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| The resolution for the benefit of J.W. Greer, was read 
the second time, and,  - 
On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, 

Laid on the table. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to manumit Manson, a`ne- 
gro man, slave of A. Buford? -° 

- Was read the second time, “and, 

On motion ‘of Mr. .Lemley,. 

Was indefinitely postponed.. | 

The bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate thé Fulton 
Fire Engine Company, No. 3, of Vicksburg,” | 

Was read the second time. ` 

On motion of Mr.. Tompkins, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, the bill read a third time, 
and passed with its title as stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to repeal an act granting 
premiums to persons killing wolves in Tippah, Marshall, 
Chickasaw, Neshoba, Newton; Lafayette and Ponola coun- 
ties," approved May 13, 1837, 

Was read the second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Owen, . 

Referred to a select committee -of three, consisting of 
Messrs. Owen, Boon and Johnson. | 

“A Resolution to Congress relative to clerks’ and mar- 
shalls’ fees in the United States district court of this state,” 

Was read [he second time. 

Mr. Offutt*offered the following amendment, to wit: 

Amend by inserting. the word requested i in place of the 
word * instructed," which . 

On motion of Mr. Acker, 

Was laid on the table... 

On motion of Mr. Wood, 

The-constitutional rule red uirmg bills to be read on threé 
several days, was dispensed with, the resolution considered 
us engrossed, read a third time, 

“And passed with its title as stated. — E 

. Mr. Laud moved that the Honse adjourn, . 

Which was lost. | UN 

The bill to be entitled “an act to o encourage the culture 
of silk,” 

Was read the second: time. 

Mr. Lemley offered the following amendinent, to wit: 

Amend by adding “that a premium of three cents.per 
pound be paid by the state to the growers of cotton,” 

Which was adopted: 

On motion of Mr. Crump, . 
"The bill with its amendment was indefinitely postponed. 


^ 
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The bill to be entitled “an act in' relation to the collec- 
tion of the income of the penitentiary, and for other purpo- 
ses,” ' 

Was read the third time. TP A 

Mr. Johnsor offered the following amendment by way of 
ryder, to wit: 

“And be it further enacted, That the? clerk of the peni- 
tentiary shall give a bond to the governor and his succes- 
sors in office, with two good securities to be approved by 
the governor, in the sum of three thousand dollars, condi- 
tioned that he discharge his duties as clerk, pay over all the 
money that may come into his hands as clerk according to 
the foregoing provisions, and make out full reports for him- 
self, the keeper, and inspectors of the penitentiary whenever 
they may be calfed for by the governor or either branch of 
the legislature,” | 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Durham, | 

The bill with its ryder was referred to a committee of 
the whole, and made the special order of the day for three 
o'clock to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Puckett, 
The House adjourned to 9 o'clock to-morrow, A. M- , 
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+ FRIDAY MORNING, 90'crocx,À 
January 29th, 1841, 


Upon calling the House,a quorum did not appear. 
On motion of Mr. Roberts, ' 

The Sergeant-at-arms was dirécted to bring m the absent 
members, and the door-keeper ordered to close the doors. 

Mr. Land moved that the House adjourn until 10 o'clock,. 

Which motion was lost. `" i 

On motion of Mr. Puckett, 

The further call was suspended, and there appearing a 
quorum in the House, the clerk proceeded to read the jour- 
nals. 

Mr. Yerger presented the petition of William F. Mark- 
ham, of the city of Vicksburg, setting forth a. claim against 
the State, which was, 

On motion of Mr. Yerger, 

Referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Binford presented the petition of Samuel B. Marsh, 
praying for certain re.ief therein r .entioned, which 8 

On motion of Mr. Binford, ` E 


Xe 


945; 


. Was réferred to a committee consisting of the members . 
of this House from the counties of Carroll, Bolivar and. Co- 
ahoma. = AD AL ee PN 

Mr. Dickson presented the claim of'James Waugh, ‘for 
services rendered the State, : a BO 

. Which was referred tó the committee on claims. 

Mr. Allen of Hinds presented the claim of R. A. ‘Patrick, 
Clérk of the High Court'of Errórs and: Appeals. Lx ad 
Mr. Draughan; the claim of John St. John, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Pérry county, is 
Which were referréd to the committee on claims. 

‘ Mr. Offutt, from the joint committee appointed to examine 
into the condition of the Penitentiary; made the following 
report, to wit: Aa ; 

Re SPEAKER: ux cd i 

The Joint Select Committee, appointed by resolution’ 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, with instruc- 
tions to examine into the condition of the penitentiary, and 
the situation and treatment of the convicts, have instructed 
me to REPORT: TAN 

.That the Committee, immediately-upon their appoint- 
ment, proceeded to the discharge of the duty assigned to 
them, and for that purpose visited the penitentiary, and 
gave it a thorough ‘examination, in reference not only to- 
the comfort and convenience, and general treatment of the 
convicts, but also in reference to the internal arrangements, 
management and police of the institution. et | 

The Committee were induced to prosecute their exam- 
ination more rigidly, in consequence of the many reports in 
circulation, charging ‘upon the keeper cruelty and” harsh 
treatment towards the convicts, and upon other. officers 
connected with the institution, inattention and carelessness 
in the discharge of their official duties. — - AMA 

Your Committee would beg leave to state, that for the 
purpose of procuring such testimony as would faci‘itate the 
objects which they had in view, they summoned before them 
various individuals; who had been employed in several 
capacities about the institution, and took their testimony 
upon oath, as to the disclosures made by them respectively; 
and in view of the general character of that testimony, as 
set fortn in the several depositions accompanying this 
report,they cannot refrain from the expression of their 
opinion, that many breaches of the rules for the discipline 
and government of the institution have been committed, 
and that the keeper hàs been guilty of geveral acts of severe 


a 


, 


.. harshness and cruelty towards the convicts, and appears 


from the concurrent testimony of nearly all-the witnésses 


$ 
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examined, to be a man whose strong prejudices, and hasty 
and ungovernable temper, very much unfit him for the per- 
formance of the delicate, important and responsible trust, 
confided to him. dM POET e 
The Committee would particularly call the.attention of 
the Legislature to the case. of John, King, (one of the con- 
vicis) as described and set forth in the depositions. of J. B. 
Haughton, G. S. Carter, J. D. Spann, and E. S. Pettit, and. 
John C. Long, accompanying this report, and marked A, 
and B. It is impossible for the Committee to resist the 
conviction, after calmly and deliberately weighing. the 
testimony adduced in the. foregoing depositions, contradicted 
as it is by the adverse testimony of John Gibbons, (which 
is also herewith submittedkthat the death of said King was 
unquestionably hastened, if not actually induced, by the 
severity of the labor imposed upon and exacted of him, and 
by the frequency and rigor of the corporeal punishment in- 
flicted upon him, when in a low and. enfeebled state of 
health; but whilst your committee have deemed it their 
duty to express their opinion in relation to the treatment of 
John King, and the circumstances attending his death, they 
feel it equally incumbent upon them to state, that in all 
probability, the keeper was ignorant of the fact that said 
Kirg was in so low and diseased a state of health, as the. 
evidence and all the circumstances attending the case seem. 
to. indicate. | "EP 
Your committee are further of the opinion, that the by- 
laws for the discipline and government of the institution, 
have not been observed by the keeper, and deputy keeper 
with that scrupulous .nicety which was incumbent upon 
them, and think this will fully appear from the fact set 
forth in the evidence, that after the passage and promulga-. 
tion of an order by the board of inspectors, inhibiting stripes 
under all circumstances whatsoever, yet such punishment 
was inflicted. Whilst your committee, have thought it their 
duty thus to censure the conduct of the keeper and under- - 
keeper, they are compelled to say that the board of in- 
spectors is not entirely free from blame. gd. c 
The law appointing the inspectors, and under which they 
act, makes it their duty to visit the penitentiary once in two 
months, and enquire into any improper conduct which may 
be alledged to have been committed by the agent or other 
officers of the establishment. Your committee have reason 
to helieve that the inspectors have not been so diligent in the 
discharge of this part of their duty as they should have been. 
Much order and system is visibly preserved in the pert. 
tentiary; a due regard to cleanliness is observed; the com- 
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fort ofthe convicts, in.bedding; clothing and food,:is cares 
fully consulted.and attended :tos.and the: convicts generally, 
with.a few exceptions, .appear- to:have enjoyed as: miek: . 
health as could reasonably Have bgen expected; when 4t is 
considered that-they had. necessarily to. undergo so,abrupt 
and entire a change of. their previous habits. -Theyre is no 
reason whatever for your committee .to believe, that thé 
conduct and management of the kéeper and.dtherofficers of 
the institution, have. been otherwise than kind: and humané;; 
exceptima few cases. :.The keeper has certainly discharged. 
his duty. i} a mostunexceptionable manner, so. far.as relates 
to the judicious-and profitable employment ef the convicts, 
and merits:a degree ‘of, praise .in . that respect which - your 
committee mas: gladly and willingly aecord:to him. ‘It'ap- 
pears, however,:that he has labored under many disadvan- 
tages, in the purchase. of the articles necessary for.the sup- 
port and maintenance of the institution, in consequence of. 
the great depreciation of Auditor's warrants, and. the dif- 
ficulty attending their negociation.: Your committee would 
respectfully suggest.that the difficulty be removed,'so far, at 
least, as applies to the purchase of clothing and provisions 
for the convicts;;and materials for the various branches of 
manufacture in. which they are employed. Your. commit- 
tee are of opinion, that the.necessity for-this change will. 
appear obvious; when- it is considered that, uhder:the pre- 
sent system. of paying out Auditor’s wartants.for .süpplieS, 
the actual cost to the.state of those süpplies is enhanced 
nearly three hundred per cent., as: compared. with their-ac- - 
tual cost in cash. l & A MD E 

It seems.that a very great expense is incurred by the 
practice heretofore, and still existing; of obtaining fuel by 
contract, The keeper has suggested to the committées the 
propriety: of. purchasing, for the: use: of the institution, five 
negro laborers, who ;shall.be employed in: cutting wood 
upon the pubiic lands in: the ineighborhood, and hauling m 
the sames. : It is believed,that a large.sum can be annually 
saved to:the state, by the adoption of this suggestion.. 

The committee believe, aiso; that a-great deal of. trouble 
and actual loss can be prevented, by prohibiting thé keeper 
from granting.any credit upon sales of articles manufactured 
in the institution, £055 ^ ro -= A. 

Your committee would further suggest, that. it shall-be 
made the duty, ofithe inspectors to visit the institution, at 
least orice in.every month, instead of once in two months. 
The law prescribing the discipline of the penitentiary, di- 
rects that female convicts shall not be whipped, but does 
not relieve them from the rude and ignominious necessity of. 
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having their heads shorn. The disagreeable duty of doing 
this has hitherto been disregarded by the officers of the 
penitentiary, In consequence of their natural and praise: 
worthy repugnance to the task. Your committee. would 
suggest, that the law be so amended as-to relieve the offi- 
cers from the odious and cruel duty now devolved upon 
them. . 

Your committee would further recommend, that the in- 
fliction of stripes, under any circumstances whatever, be 
utterly prohibited and abolished; and that for the discipline 
and government of recusant and mischievous convicts, the 
punishment of solitary confinement, upon bread and water, 
in dark and remote cells, from which the light is entirely 
excluded, be substituted, with authority to the inspectors; 
“upon a careful investigation of facts, to extend the time of 
confinement in all cases of recusancy and improper con- 
duct on the part of any of the convicts. - 

Your committee are decidedly of opinion, that the lead- 
ing object ever be kept in view, in all penitentiary systems 
and codes, should be the reformation of the criminal; and 
that punishment should only bé incidental to the accom- 
plishment of that object. Recognizing the truth of this 
principle, they would respectfully suggest; that corporeal 
punishment inflicted in the form of stripes and blows, can 
only tend still more to degrade and brutify the wretched in- 
dividuals, whom the amelioration of the criminal code: has 
interposed to save from death, by consigning them to a house 
of correction, as the penitentiary to all intents and purposes 
should be. 

Your committee would further state, that there appears 
to be much difficulty in proeuring and retaining proper and 
suitable guards for the penitentiary; much inconvenience 
and trouble now arise from the various and frequent changes 
of persons acting in that capacity. It is believed that the 
discipline of the institution will be much improved, by au- 
thorizing the inspectors to enlist the guard for the' term of 
one year, and making the said guard.amenable to the rules 
and regulations of military discipline. i , 

For the purpose of carrying out the foregoing suggestions, 
and to facilitate the action of the. legislature thereon, the 

, committee have directed me to append the following bill to 
this report, all of which is respectfully submitted. 
, ^. ‘THOS. B. IVES, Ch’n. (Senate.) 
H. A. OFFUTT, Chn. (H. of R) |. 
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J OSEPH, B, Haucnrox, upon being duly sworn, deposed: to 
the following statements, made in.reply to the various 
queries addressed to him by the committee: ^. at 
. Says that he acts as one of the guards, and has. so acted 
from the 25th of August, 1840, to the present time, with the 
«exception of one .week---has, during that period, observed 
“several cases of. bad treatment towards the ‘convicts. He 
thinks that some of the convicts have-had severe labor im- 
posed upon them,.for which they were incompetent in cop- 
sequence of ill health-—that No. 1,.John King, in particular, 
when extremely unwell, as was manifest by.his-emaciated 
and languid appearance, was compelled to perform severely 
laborious tasks, under a. burning sun, and, when human nà- 
.ture was actually sinking under the heavy burthens imposed 
upon it, was.severely punished by the, infliction. of stripes 
«and blows, with various. instruments, to: wit; a.cow-hide, 
leather strap and saw-blade. Is deliberately of opinion that 
the death of the said King is at least in part to be attributed 
to the severe labor and severe punisbment inflicted upon 
him. «No. 32, who, committed" suicide, was reported for 
talking on the day of his admission, and was forthwith flog- 
ged, without first being put upon bread and water, as pre- 
scribed in the by-laws.. Says further, that upon his report- 
ing No. 32, as above, Major Hart exclaimed with an oath, 
that he would break in and subdue No. 32 at once. Says 
that the. corn and fodder purchased for the use of the peni- 
tentiary, are used for feeding several horses, generally four, 
but now three in number, belonging to the keeper, without 
any effort or attempt, or indeed any manifestation. of a wish 
on the part.of the keeper or any of the officers, to measure 
or divide. the. various articles, so. that a correct account 
‘might be made, and the said: keeper chargéd with his equit- 
able part of the same. Qu RE N 
' oaa sss o Je Be HAUGHTON. - 
Sworn to before me, Jan. 13, 1841. 


0s zu THOS B. IVES, Chan Com. 


Crd motta, eee NE $E. om $^ i * : » 
, G. S: Carter, being duly sworn, made the following state- 
ment, in reply to-various interrogatories, addressed to him 
bythe committee: |. : e bit oss 
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-Nays that he is- sergeant of the.guard, and has. so acted. 


from the 12th April, 1840, up to the present time. .States 
that his attention has not at any time been. called £o any 


case of cruel and harsh treatment on the part of.the’keeper, 
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except that of No. 1, John King, who was really badly 
treated, often, and severely flogséd, and kept at hard and 
severe labor, when his whole appearance indicated a weak 
and diseased state of health—is of'tlie opinioh/that'the death 
of ‘the said King was clearly hastetied"by the: sevérity of 
his punishment‘and labor. Says that the- keeper ‘manifests 
great want of control over his temper; is easily'excitéd to 
wrath; and as evidence of this dispósition;on-the: part of 
‘the keeper, says, he once struck one of the convicts with a 
brick-bat on the head, and struck another with a stick; and 
on anot;er occasion, choaked No. 1, Joh King. Never 
knew the convict to speak to the keeper in an insultmg man- 
ner;—has seen two cases of flozeinz in the last six weeks, 
and one within two weeks past; is of thé opinion, that, 
- with-the exception of the cases particularly. alluded to, Ma- 
jor Hart's treatmerit of the prisoners has: been: kind “and 
humane. - Thinks’ that corn and fodder purchased for the 
use of the penitentiary, has been applied; by the“ keéper; to 
the use of his own horses, of which hè keeps from three ‘to 

four. Says that the keeper also has four servants, — 

.G. S CARTER. 
Sworn to beforé me, Jan. 12, A. D. 1841. 
^. THOS B. IVES, Cha'n Com. 


J. B. Span, being duly sworn, made the following’ state- 
ments in reply to various queries addressed to him by the 
committee : l l | 

. Says that he is under-keeper of the Penitentiary, and has 
acted in that capacity from the 12th- April, 1840; to the 
“present time, and has been in attendance upon the estab- 
lishment during that period, with the exception of about 
two months, to wit: from, the middle of August until the 
29d of October. Says that his attention was called to the 
emaciated and enfeebled condition of John King, for seve- 
ral days prior to his death—thinks that King should’ not 
have been kept at labor at this time, but'on the contrary, 
that he should have had medical aid, which he did not re- 
ceive. ; 

Has seen Major Hart, on one occasion, strike one of the 
convicts with a stick; and, on another occasion, saw him 
-choke No. 32. At-both.times, Major:Hart.appeared.to be 
much excited by anger.. And further states, that -Major 
Hart is a man of exceedingly irascible temper; though, 
in. general, his treatment of the convicts is kind and’ hu- 
mane. Sg y Bo ux . . 

Says he understood that an order was passed; some time 
since, by the board of inspectors, abolishing flogging—has, 
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however; ‘Witnessed two “edisés f. flogging, within“ eight 
"weeks paste aris ABE, EP Pb aia 
Says that Major Hart keips threshotses in the stables at- 
“tachiok to the ‘penitentiary, which, aré fed with the corn and 
fodder purchased for the use of the éstáblisliment. 
JAS. B B. SPAN N. 
_ Sworn to Before’ me, J auary- IAD. “ted 
: as “THOS. B. IVES, Cha’ ‘ne Com. 
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“follows: "^ 7 
*' Was employed at'the peniténtiary as master ere 
“from the 18th: May to aboütthe 25th of Octobér=-had not 
“much opportunity of seeing the general tiéatment of the 
convicts; heard, howéver,; quite often, the Scredms and cries ` 
of the convicts, when undergoing punishment. Saw Major 
Hart, on séveral occasion’, ‘much, excited’ by anger;—saw 
hiin knock down and kick Johit King, a few days before his 
death; saying, at the same time, that. he should work or 
die in: thé stocks. "John King "Was; “when” ‘deponent- first 
“saw him, a hearty and. healthy man in ap pearance, and pre- 
served that appearance until about six: weeks’ before his 
“death; During this interval, his health declined, hé became 
‘languid and feeble, and was evidently diséased, and certdinly 
unfit for labot; às deponent saw -him several times reel'and 
totter, whilst performing the labor imposed ' upon him. -De- 
"ponent was then, and is still ofthe opinión; that no man in 
“the situation’ df King could have 'survived-the labor and 
treatment which he received. Deponent further states, that 
“Major Hatt is a-man of excitable:ahd ungovernable temper; 
"and has'on onè decasion; within: deponent's observatiün, in- 
flicted panishment ‘whilst much excited byangér. | 
| AE: S; PETTIT.- 
' “Swork to- before nie, ER 14, AS D: 1841. -e 
fus T WEB ^p; IVES, ‘Chan Le Com. E 
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i JE. S. Pesto bei duly Swoin, digo and siiyeth as 


Toji C. Lone}, afer béing dily, sworn, joel aad say- 
eth as ‘follows, to wit: 

‘Has been employed at the penitentiary , as ree “and 
workman,. from, the 12th of April,’ 1840; to ‘this date. Saw 
but little-of Jolin'King, No. 1—never saw him whipped but 
once, which was about a month or six weeks before his 
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X 
death. Thought that said King’s appearance indicated dis- 
ease; he was emaciated, feeble, and languid;—thinks that 
for at least ten days previous to.his death, he ought not to 
have been kept to work. ‘I'hinks, upon the whole, Major 
Hart has been kind and humane to the convicts. — ' 
JOHN C. LONG. 
Sworn to before me, January 14, A. D. 1841. 
THO'S. B. IVES, Cha'n. Com. 


Joun Grezons, after being duly sworn, deposeth and say- 
eth as follows, to wit: 
That he has been employed at the penitentiary as brick- 
layer, from the time of Major Hart’s arrival, to the present 
time. Has never, at any time, seen any case, whatever, of 
` harsh and cruel treatment—knows John King, and often 
saw him. Saw him the day before his death, and he looked 
quite well—and never had heard him complain, either of his 
health or treatment—never saw any instance of whipping, 
and never heard of any. Major Hart is uniformly kind and 
- humane to the convicts; his language is always mild. 
. JOHN GIBBONS. . 
Sworn to before me, January 14, A. D. 1841. A 
THO'S. B. IVES, Cha'a. Com. 


Mr. Yersr will answer the following interrogatories: 

Ist. How long have you occupied your present situation 
at the penitentiary? a 

2d. Have ycu been in the habit, at any time, of observing 
the general treatment of the convicts. If you please, state 
whether, in your opinion, a sufficient quantity of good and 
wholesome food has generally been allowed to the convicts; 
please state, also, whether you have, at anytime, witnessed 
d cruel and unnecessary punishment inflicted by the 

eeper. - peg cud 

ad. Did you ever have an opportunity of observing the 
appearance of John King? if so, state whether the appear- 
ance of said King indicated a feeble and diseased state of 
health? State, also, if you can, whether the labor imposed 
upon said King, was greater, at any time, than he was able 
to perform; and whether, in consequence of his failure to 
discharge the task imposed upon him, he was punished 
often, and severely? State also the mode of punishment 
usually adopted by the keeper, in relatlon to said King, and 
to the convicts generally? 7 , ; 

4th. Do you know whether it has been the custom of the 
keeper, when offences have been éommitted by the con- 
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viéts, to. put thêm on bread-and water before-resorting toa 
harsher mode of punishment? ES : 
Sth. Do you know whether Major Hart has been. in the 
habit. of using the forage and provender purchased: for the 
use of the. penitentiary; for the support of his. own horses? 
and’ has.in any: way appropriated, improperly, to his own 
use and benefit, any of the supplies. justly belonging to the. 
establishment? . > - ,.. . - "^ 
6th. Do.you know at what time, if at all, an; órder was 
given by the inspectors, forbidding the infliction of flogging? 
if yea, state the time;.and also state, if.you can, whether 
that order has been adhered to by the keeper? | -> : 
^ Tth. Have the physicians, whose duty it is to attend the 
poros discharged that duty faithfully ;: and have they 
een generally prompt and attentive? .^ =.’ 
‘8th. Will you please state all that you know, generally, 
in regard to any abuses which. have:come under your ob- 
servation? i f. som : ` X" P SIM do qucd dn 


‘Answer to istinterrogatory. i have been in the institu- 
tion:as clerk of the penitentiary,: from its first opening, to 
receive convicts — . .. .. o 
Ans. 9d. [have .in two or three instances, probably 
oftener, been asked by the superintendent, at‘meal times, 
to look at the food prepared for the convicts, and placed 
on the table. There appeared, as I thought; sufficient for a 
reasonable man; -the pans used: to hold their mealsare large, 
aad at the. times I saw them, were three parts full, arid 1 
presumed. they had the same each day-=i never witnessed 
p ef any kind: inflicted by .the keeper, or.by his 
orders: ' ea ut x š i PCM 5 A "E . 

~Ans. 3d: För some time I had. - - Mr. King was employed 
as:cook, and the: position ef my office. door: to the: place 
where.the convicts:had their meals'cooked, gave-ma frequent 
opportunities of -seeing.him, . «While 'employed;:as;cook:]I 
thought him in health. ` He was removed tothe brick-yard— 
the precise time I do-not know—and since. his:removal, I 
have not seem him .but casually, and did not pay. particular 
"attention to his appearance. If] recollect nightly; the su» 
perintendent, in conversation, told mé he: was pretty much 
of a rascal, and ‘had «caused him (the:keeper) to punish somg 
ef the convicts, in consequence of some lies ha (King) told 
‘on tkem.: ^1-do. net know: of any punishment -inflicted -or 
King; nor: do I know the kind of work required ef-him. - 

: Ans. 4th, T:have ‘noticed on-:the table. allotted for the 
‘convicts, cups, with bread. and water alone, and was informed 
bythe Assistant Keeper, eee yio- 
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lation -of the rules or regulations of the penitentiary by the 
convict. Gc NECI a 
- Ans. 5th. There-is but one stable attached to ‘the peni- 
tentiary; that I know of; whiélr was built-for the use of. the 
horses belonging to the peniteritiary,:to: which stable.is at- 
tached. à erib (as it 1s usually called). to hold corn. ` The 
keeper usés this stable for. his carriage horses. : In‘one in» 
stance, I saw the horse and mule belonging to. the: penitens 
tiary, tied behind the stable, aiid: appeared to have been fed 
in a box. . 1 do not know, at any time, that theré were 
horses and.mules ‘belonging to the penitentiary to occupy 
ali the stalis in the stable; and at the. time I saw them tied 
on the outside (as the weather was very cold) I made some 
remark about it. I do not:know of any corn having been 
bought or brought to the penitentiary, or provender of any 
kind, but what^was bought for the use of the horses of the 
penitentiary, and meal for convicts. . E do not kno of any, 
arrangement made by the superintendent, of keeping. separ- 
ate from the common stock, for the use of his own horses, 
either corn or provender—although such an arrangement 
may exist. lam not acquainted with the way in which the 
superintendent keeps his zccount with the butcher who 
furnishes meat for the use of the penitentiary—-at stated 
times, receipts are filed in the clerk’s office, for. so much 
beef at such a price, for:áccount of the penitentiary, and so 
credited upor. the books. M DU aet lu 
Ans. 6th. An order was made by the board of inspeetors, 
at their meeting in November, 1840, repealing the infliction 
of stripes, and ordered in lieu thereof, solitary confinement, 
with bread and water, as a punishment for the convicts, of 
which the keeper was informed. I have confined myself 
strictly to my office, since I have been an officer of thein- 
stitution, and am not prepared te say whether stripes have 
been inflicted or not, either before or:since the répeal.by 
the inspectors,—that is; f-my personal knowledge. .. ©- 
: Ans. 7. Lhave répeatedly and often seen the physician 
of the penitentiary, in the room where hospital stores are 
kept, in the discharge of. his duty, as l'understood; of phy- 
sician of the institution. - So far as my:observation extends, 
that gentleman. has been prompt in his attendance, when: 
ever his.presence was necessary. -Jt has,. I believe, :some- 
times happened, that. the physician and .surgeon:has been ab- 
sent, perhaps on professional business, when seht for; in: ca- 
ses of sickness at the penitentiary; and in. such, cases; it ig 
usual for his partner; a gentleman. fully qualified, to come in. 
his stead,-and attend the.call.at the-penitentiary. ^ — 
Ans. 8th; To this-interrogatory. l-have only:to remark, 
ec T 
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that, confining myself strietly;to the duties of my’ officé, as 
clerk of the penitentiary, «and: ih no wise interfering. with 
the. internal. arrangement :of; the - keeper: in-the:treatmiént 
and government.of.the convicts; 1 have hadiless opportunis 
ties of seeing abuses. than, probably, any: other person-about: 
the prison... I never gorinto the; prison:unless: on: business» 
or by special; invites. (which, is iot ;ofteris); bythe keepers: 
and so soon as the object of my visit has.been'accóínplished; 
1 immediately return to my;offliceic 2 audio cen É 
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: P — A ONU E a usnm Jd pero M "HN. qo 
To the:Board of: Inspectors df the Mississippi Penitentisry? 
; The undersigned, superinteüdent;of:the! Penitentiary, res! 
_ pectfully:begs leave. to:make the. following: ie 5: se gë 
Gre cde pus œe, REPORT Eidos o eem e 078 eno 
. Oii the 13th day of April, .184@;the: undersigned,ias su- 
perintendent of the penitentiary, entered upon the duties of 
his office. .. Af this tinie..the:instifütion:iwas without finds, 
and no-steçk. of any.desctiptionion, hands:..It,was also itits 
infancy, and many .obstaclesy ‘arising vont ofthe -deranged 
state of the currency, and: othér.:éauses; had; to-bê met and. 
surmounted. Forsome time the number of convicts Was 
small. -, ‘The:shops of the differént working. departments had: 
to be erected, necessary te.the successful: prosecution of the 
labor.of:the convicts: In.order-to effect this, thréb-guaras;. 
the master workman of the blacksmith shop, tworconvicts 
and.myself, «by our! personal labors. erected: the:siiith shop. 
coal house and stable. Previous to this time, I purchased 
some provisions on. a. credit in: Vickéburg, afterwhich I ob-. 
tained from the.state, by. the hands:of,-thé’ taxzeollector of 
Hinds county, $500 in. ;Union Bank:inotes;:which:were re- 
deemed. in silver byithe bank, ;as an accommodation to: the. 
institution. This is the only arfjounti of.gobd. funds, whieh 
the.state has: paid td the. institution’. since itscesteblishihentz 
The balance drawn from the state has been in treasury! war- 
rants: ;Thus it appéars that: the ‘daly: gdod::and: available. 
funds at.par, which have been: under my: control-for: the tse 
of the ‘penitentiary, is-Ist. the $590:àbove allúided:to;-and 
secondly the amount of-articles! mahufactured..by the con. 
victs and sold for cash. With these slender medns, to- 
gether, with the gredit.T. was, enábled:to obtain, (which: will. 
na + 
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be alluded to hereafter in this-réport, the institution has 
prospered and'is thus far doing well;^:* ^ 1% cs 
“Tt will.be remembered: that at:thé^Gommenéement of the 
institution; there being no work ‘Shops erécted, no stock 3n 
nature-of raw materials on hand; aúd ‘for some time by: few 
conviets'to work, 1 was. necessarily’ obliged to puichase 
many articles, which at this time can be furnished ‘and man- 
ufactured. by the persons within the building and ‘workshops: 
It must, therefore, be evident, that a gréat and important 
institution lixe this, coming ‘into existence under such dis- 
advantageous and inauspicious circumstances, would be'nióre 
expensive to the state the first year than it will be at any 
time hereafter. ii 
Having premised thus much, I will now draw your atten- 
tion to the different times when the several convicts in pri- 
son, were placed under my charge, and the character of 
each ofthem, as far'as 1 have-been able t» judge of them by 
their. conduct aud actions. -In doing this I-will call them 
by numbers, and refer you to document A, for their names, - 
and the offences of which they have been found guilty, and 
the sentences pronounced oh each of them. tos 


No. 1.—Heceived .into. the penitentiary 15th'Avril, 1840. 
-He has conducted himself well, Works industriously; 
: and has violated no rule of the prison. CC ." 5 
No. 2,-—-Received 15th. April, 1940. Died 27th October; 
- 18407 ` Pas ro Iur aa 
No. 3.——Heceived. 15th April; 1840. ` He js disposed to be 
turbulent and lazy , and requires watching. ^. 2 WM 
No. 4.—Received 23d April, 1840. He works well and is 
“mo trouble o 92 |» "'" ^ - 1d P I "E 
Na.. 5. —Received 29th April; 1840. He-is lazy and stuh- 
borne 505 5 o0 — E BN o 
No. 6.—-Reccived 4th May, 1840. He is a youth with but 
little sense. When first brought to prison, was disposed 
to be obstinate, but lately conducts himself very well. '' 
No, 7.—Received 4th May, 1840. He isa youth bit works 
arid conducts himself: well. TN M. j 
No. RD ed 11th May, 1840. “He conduets himself 
well. i £s RE UE T E. 2 
No. 9.—Received 18th May, 1840." He works well, but‘is 
very much disposed to. violate the rules by talking, and 
requirés:close watching. ^ | Sup TC vine 
PS 10.—Received 24th May, 1840. Same character as 
NO, 9. E - Se Es o 
No. 11.—Received 28th May, 1840. “He is a stubborn, 
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. Contrary. convict, disposed continually, to violate every 
tule and-order, and. e attentive and elope. watchs 
ing, - 

No. do Renda ád Ji ane, 1840, He is ‘the laziest. and 
most, stubborn,of all-the convicts.. All moderate: punish- 
ments haye no effect upon .hime . Nothing but. stripes 

__ will make him work, and observe the rules of the. „prison. 

No. 13.—Received 11th June, 1840. . He conducts himself 
- well, and appears to be religiously inclined. .: ,.— + + 
Qs 14.—Received 18th.J une, 1840. .. He has neyer. viola: 
_ ted any rule, works as well as & prone: could do; ne 
. trouble. whatever.. 

No. 15.—Received 16th June, 1 1840. He i isa keen; shrewd 
‘convict, works well, but requires close watching. ; . 

No. 16.—Received., 16th June, 1840. Same diiaracíor as 

o 15. 
bk 17. —Repeired. 16th. June, . 1840. - Same character as 
Og 15, wre jn 

No. 18, —-Racaived 2d J uly, 1840, Hei is an, ‘humble, obe- 
. dient convict, works faithfully, and no trouble: with him: 

No. 19.— Received 11th.July, 1840. . He works well but 

“isa very, troublesome convict; will break the rules by 
_ talking, and very much disposed. to ereate difficulties with 
‘the other convicts. 

N Os 20. —Received ‘Sth. October, 1840. .He works ndilfer- 
‘ently; isa dull convict, with little or no genius. and re- 
quires. watching. , 

No. 21.—Received 10th October, isso. . A youth of the 

. game character as No. 20. dos 

No; 22. —Receiyed 15th October, 1840... . He works well 
and is not disposed to be troublesome, Hei Is subject. to. 
"fits... 

No. 93.— Received 20th October, 1840. - . Nothing but. fear 
will make this convict work. , His whole object appears 
. to be nothing but. deception. He requires continual. and 

close watching. 

No, 24,— Received 27th. ‘October, 1840. . He works well, 

and there is no trouble with him, .. 

No. 25.— Received 31st October, 1840. a Works. well. but 

., requires: watching. 

No. 96.— Received. 6th, N ovember, 1840. : Works tolera: 
„bly well, but requires close watching, — .;. 

No. 27.— Received. 16th November, 1840, Works, well. and 
.no- trouble. E 

No. 28,—Received 16th. November, 1840.. “He works bad: 
AV, IS very deceptive, and requires very, close: watching... 
Thave. thus.given te you a faithful account of the conduct 
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and character of the different: prisoners. I‘have'‘dore so 
bécause 1 thought it would -be information interesting not 
only to you, but to all citizens who wish the institution tq 
piosper. n l ies js ZA MEE E: 
I will now'draw your attention to‘ the death of convict 
No. 2, and all the circumstances attending the same. © = 
^ When this convict first came to the prison, he-behaved 
himself so well, I was induced.to take off his’ chaims and 
put him to the lighter work of cooking. ` For some time he 
conducted himself very well in that capacity: at length, 
however, he begàn to exercise partiality towards: the pris- 
oners. He did not cook their victuals correctly, and failed 
to allow those convicts whom he disliked their full allow- 
ance, unless closely watched. “The liberty his previous 
good conduct had secured to‘him, made him stubborn and 
disobedient. I plainly foresaw. that this state of things 
would be followed by injurious effects, and I was conse- 
quently under the necessity of putting on his irons, and 
placing him in the brick yard. He never worked kindly in 
that situation, he practised. a great deal of deception, and 
frequently feigned sickness, when I had fully and satisfacto- 
rily ascertained that he was not sick. He sometimes refused 
to work at all. [put him on allowance and isolated him in 
his cell, but it had, no effect. I was then compelled to whip 
him with a leather strap, but did not give him exceeding 
eight stripes. ` m mue MM 
About a week before he died he cornplained' of being 
sick, but as he‘had so often deceived me; T was induced to 
think that he again wished to practice more deception. He 
complained of the diarrhoea, but worked very well. - The 
evening before he died he complained of being:unable to 
wheel bricks in the wheel-barrow. I then told him to:go:to 
his cell. He did so. On the following morning he made 
no further complaint, and-went to work with the other còn- 
. victs, but ‘before the breakfast, hour, he complained to me of' 
sickness, and l'again told him to quit work and go to his 
cell. He started, but before getting to the prison became. 
faint and was assisted to'his cell. ‘He complained of being 
cold. I sent for the physician of the penitentiary, Doctor 
Montgomery. He gave him some medicine and left him, 
stating he would return-in the evening. ' Before the doctor 
returned he died. Every effort by warm bricks ‘and other 
restoratives which humanity and propriety suggested; was 
adopted for his recovery, but they were of no avail--—From 
the fact’ that he had. frequently deceived’‘me before, by 
feigning sickness, and from the fact that I had just been de- 
ceived by a new prisoner (Ridings) who effeetéd his escape 
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by the most:arrant deception that any. prisoner ever prac- 
ticed towards his kéeper,and- that by. pretended sickness 
too, 1 did suspect that he also-was.under the impression that 
he could effect his-iescape: in: à similar way.:. I never.did 
treat him cruelly.: -F never didtreat: him. with: unnecessozy 
severity. For the truth'of this statement I-respectfully -re- 
fer you to document E. iss cena 
^ The reason why: E have advertéd with so much minute- 
ness. and particularity to the: death of this cenvict is, that for 
some time past, I have heard: of the most. infamous: misre- 
presentations: and -slanders, propagated and.circulated.in 
reference to my. treatment .of the prisoners generally, and 
particularly in reference.to. No. 2. The venomous. tongue 
of malignity has. been busy in traducing my character as an 
officer and a man. All that my-enemies could do under the 
influence of hatred, malice and envy, has been done to in- 
jure me. s ao d Ee 13 A ` S MES , i : . 
. I have passed by in silence this assailment of my reputa- 
tion, but on this. occasion, in 4naking my first report to you 
as my. superiors, I deem it a duty 1 owe to. myself and the 
institution, to disabuse the public mind in this .respect. .It 
would be a poor satisfaction indeed, for nie to treat with in- 
humanity, a. guilty or unfortunate. human being, who has 
been; by the laws of. his country, placed completely under 
my. control, and completely within my power. Such a 
wicked ingredient forms no part of. my nature, und E trust 
that my asseveration of the fact, together with the-testimo- 
ny furnished in document E, will prove satisfactory to you 
and the public on that pointe . - o . ^: : s. = 
. I will now recommend to your consideration .sugh im- 
-provements in the rules and. regulations of the institution, as 
- have been suggested by my experience and observation. . 
." iste I have found great difficulty in retaining the guards, 
who leave the penitentiary: when they please, and there 1s 
no penalty: which ‘can :be enforced against them, either to 
cümpel or induce them to remain. - 1 would therefore sug- 
gest the propriety ef: enlisting the guard. for a year ata 
time; or.some. other given period, and..place them. under 
‘certain penalties, rules and regulations, somewhat similar to 
the United States” army, or to. adopt some plan different 
from the: present one, which your better judgment-may de- 
vise, in órder to avoid the difficulties which now, take place. 
-9d. After.allother mild means fail to compel-a refractory 
criminal or-convict;:to perform.his ‘duty and:observe the 
rules. of;the prison; would reeommend.moderate whipping. 
À would here! state;as my deliberate opinion, founded .on 
. experience, that : placing prisoners in solitary confinement, 
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and putting them on an allowance of bread and water, 
in this latitude is highly injurious. ..This plan may answer 
very well in Northern penitentiaries, but in this institution, 
either from the humidity of the atmosphere, or some other 
cause, ‘disease would be certain to follow isolation for any 
considerable length of time, and death naturally follow 
disease. "NE 

Solitary confinement for twenty-four hours, has no. effect 
in reforming the refractory, and more than three days would 
be very apt to prove fatal to health, particularly if the con- 
vict is put upon an allowance of bread and water atthe same 
time: besides under this punishment the prisoner becomes 
physically debilitated and rendered for some time unfit for 
labor. I would not however recommend whipping with a- 
cow skin, which cuts the flesh and injures the body of.the 
convict. ‘Thestrap or paddle, which, while. it produces in- 
stantaneous pain, has the desired effect, does not wound, 
mutilate or eut the body, and admits little or no interruption 
in the labor of the day. "The certainty and not the severity 
of the punishment for all infractions of duty, is the only true 
rule by which prisoners ean be properlv governed in an 
institution like this. This rule too, is the most humane of 
any, in my opinion, that can.be adopted. Let the convict 
once be assured that he will, certainly, for every violation 
of the rules of the prison, receive the strap or the paddle, 
and the time weuld soon arrive when the necessity for 
flogging would almost disappear-entirely. 

3d. I would recommend that the State should furnish 
five negro slaves to cut and haul wood from land belonging 
to the government, and attend the burning of bricks in the 
kiln, at night, when convicts cannot.be employed, and at 
other times. In order to exemplify the saving to the gov- 
ernment which this plan would produce, T would here state 
that it will require about fifteen hundred cords of wood a 
year, which cannot be obtained for less than three dollars 
per cord; whereas, by the use of five negro slaves, the 
wood ought not to cost more than one dollar per cord, de- 
livered, thus saving to the State $3000- per year. This 
plan I more strongly recommend, when it is considered that 
manufactured bricks, in a young, thriving and growing city 
like Jackson, will for many years, form the most important. 
item for sale. | es 

4th. I would recommend if it be: practicable, that some 
arrangement be effected, with some large and’ substantial 
mercantile house, to furnish raw materials for manufacture 
in the different work-shops, to be discharged by Treasury 
warrants or cash, as the State or the penitentiary may at 
different times be enabled to pay for the same. 
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. lam induced to makethis recommendation:in considera- 
tion of the:many difficulties:I-have:experienced in purchas- 
Ing materials, even in Small quantitiés, arid:frequently -being 
unable to obtain them on any conditions, whatever, with 
the: depreciated-currency under:my.control.- :: ers, -tz 
-“'The: above are all the:recommendatioris which-at. present 
occur. to my mind,-ds necessary to the improvement and 
prosperity of the prison. uy camino te, 

- The: health ofthe convicts has been remarkably good. 
Generally upon their introduction into the penitentiary, they 
are weak and debilitated, owing, I-suppose, to their former 
close confinement in-the-jails of the country. . In two or 
three weeks they:recdvér their strength, and continue: to im- 
prove in health and personal appearance, under:the.regimen 
adopted, . Withone exception; not a single-day’s labor has 
been lost-since the: 14th.of:August last, and the physician 
has been called'in but onceisince that period; . The prison- 
ers undergo a regular ablution over the whole surface of the 
bedy, by sponging, once a week in winter, and twice a 
week in-summer, and an: ample sufficiency .of swholesome 
provisions well. cooked, has been constantly furnished. them. 
In fact I have endeavored by compelling them to obserye 
cleanliness in their :persons and cells. to ‘promote their 
bealth, and consequently-their usefulness to the State. The 
by-laws I have.strictly enforced to the best :of my abilities. 
The chaplain, the ‘master-workmen, assistant. keeper and 
sergeant of the guard, have..faithfully performed their re- 
spective duties, with a zeal. and. fidelity that is highly. praise- 
worthy. ‘The sergeant of ‘the guard, a young gentleman 
about 18 years-of age, notwithstanding his youth, has: fully 
proved that he is every way worthy of the office to which, 
on my recommendationyhe was:appointeds =- -. >> 

“The. blacksmith's and: the: wheelwright's: shops, will, 1 
think, in a short time become more profitable; .- :° . 

As to the shoe-shop under existing circumstances, much 
profit cannot be expected, owing to thehigh price of leather, 
and that ofan inferior quality. .:: D. pane 

The carpenter's shop has-been. principally engaged in 
working for the penitentiary... .-- © v pooto o> 

‘In the course of the ensuing year I believe, with “the 
‘gonvicts alone, I will -be .able::to -build all the. wall and a 
great portion of the ‘work. houses. (the present workshops 
being only temporary.) P 

I think the'shops next year, will. pay the master work- 
men- and support the institution, with the exception.of pay- 
ing the officers amd guard. . It is also, my opinion,’ by pro- 
per management, that in three years from the timethe - 
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institution went into operation, it will produce a revenué to 
the-state. Previous to that time, ‘it must naturally be ex: 
pected that: me: aid of thé state will De zegui ed dor its epe 
ort. 
d By reference to document A, you ill discover the num- 
bers and names-of the convicts, their different ages, and the 
crimes of which they were severally found guilty, together 
with the dates and terms of their respective sentences. -:: 

- By reference to document B, you will ascertain the núm- 
ber of convicts who had been, and were in prison on the 
22d November, 1840, and their employment. + 

By reference to document C, an inventory will appear of 
the value and amount of property -belonging to the Missis- 
sippi penitentiary, as taken on the 22d November, 1840. 

By reference to document -D, will appear ‘the profits of 
the different working departments, as taken from-the-clerk’s 
books. In addition to which, I have included the amount 
. of materials, bought for each department on.a credit, and 
not yet paid for, and also, the salaries of master workmen 
and hired negroes, in order to show the actual amount of 
profits or loss in each ‘shop, supposing these amounts to 
have been settled. 

As regards the blacksmith shop, it will be perceived that 
a considerable stock now remains on hand, which, when 
manufactured into various articles and sold, "will realize to 
the penitentiary, a profit of from $1,000 to $2,000. This 
document also shows the value of the labor of the conviets 
in the different working departments. 

By reference to document E, you will find the evidence 
in support of my statement in relation to the treatment and 
death of convict No. 2. 

By reference to document F, you will discover an esti- 
mate of .the work done by the convicts, as appears by the 
clerk’s books, amounting to $3,514 50 for account of the 
state. There were other valuable services rendered by the 
convicts, on work yet in an unfinished state, and conse- 
quently not carried into the clerk’s books, which for your 
satisfaction I will here enumerate. . 

35,000 bricks, two-thirds made, valued at G6. per 


thousand, $2,100 00 
53 cell doors: two-thirds finished, valued at — .. 353 38 
6 do. do. in blacksmith shop, ready for i! 
ing, ge 108 00 
Wood work of two waggons in wheel wright's. 
shop, ^ - ah 100 00 
Wood work of waggon bed i in same shop; : ^ 20 00 


$2,681 33 


There were’ other articles piirchiased;” na. dredit, which 
liave'not yet béen paid for; and Sa d not entered 
on tlie clerk’s book, AO “Wits,” Es | 


* Medicines, - uh wc MN La ME $150" 06 
“> Bibles, | eos E aup ge w a r ‘ʻa p po ei : SUE 3150 
“'Castings; Reno ne RC ewe e rds ji A 
Corn Mill, sa Seid, de. CERRO MEE OO 
Three dozen apa, MM ae 18 00 
elt SEH. se DR $af.o9 RS 

j $236 40. 

"Aüd'the amount: purchased on edit (oe does T S 1657 
"utrient Dy is pa derer 348. 79 


HEU Tete 3, 4. 06. E tao SAR ar 


"Win owing for Wistertils pütchàsed ön Ailbe; :gi;585 19 

As regards the other motietary:affaits of the penitéritiary, 
you'arérespectfully referred-to tlie-clerk'$ bóoks and ‘vouch- 
ers, and the abstracts made out by him; ^7 ^^ ^7 

You are also respectfully réferred tô the clerk?s books ‘dnd 

votichers, to` Show thé amount of drafts ói thé state; for the 
usé of the prison. “These drafts were made to’ purchase àr- 
ticles for the penitentiary, às well ds tô pay the: salaries of 
officers, guards, and master-workmen. -`° v 

In the purchase of articles, the best: "use "wis made ot 
them for, the benefit óf-the institution, but their value was 
fluctuatifig and ‘varying almost every week. | It is impossi- 
ble to calculate the loss ; which the penitentiary has sustained 
from this circumstance alone. 

I have used my best endeavors, to defray as much of the 
expenses of ‘thie: prison, as was" it my power, by the labor 
of the prisoners. 

In conclusion, F need only observe, that to every reflect 
ing mind, it must be apparent, that an institution 6f'so much 
importance to the state as the penitentiary, ushered into 
existence at a time when the whole country was prostra- 
ted, in a pecuniary point of view, must necessarily have 
had many and sefious obstacles to surmount, in the success- 
ful prosecution of the original design of its founders: and’ 
if any errors have been committed, or the high expectations 
of the supporters of the institution, have not been fully re- 
alized, they are traceable to the deranged state of the cur-' 
, rency, and to the want of experience attending all great 
undertakings, in their infancy. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
C. M. HART, Agent and 
Superintendent of the "Penitentiary. 


. In addition to the foregoing report, and as a pait of the 
EC I deem it my duty to draw your attention particularly 


3f 4 


to the building of the Penitentigry and its construction. 
The architect (William. Nichols) certainly deserves the 
highest encomiums that can be giyen to: him, for the faith- 
ful manner in which he has discharged the trust reposed. in 
him. For beauty, strength, durability, health, and conve- 
nience, it may safely be compared with any penitentiary: in 


the United States. = 
" C. M. HART, Ag’t of Penitentiary. 
Jackson, 22d November, 1840. l 


At the request of Charles M. Hart, Superintendent ofthe 
Mississippi Penitentiary, we do hereby certify that we have 
been employed in said institution, ever since it has gone in- 
to operation; that-we have read that part of Mr, Hart's re- 
port to the Board of Inspectors which refers to the treat- 
ment and death of convict No. 2, and 'that we believe it to 
be true and correct. E s TN: 

We also certify.that, whenever the Superintendent deems 
it necessary to punish a convict, by whipping, he inflicts 
from three to eight stripes, with a strap or paddle; and we 
know that, whenever he fully ascertains that a prisoner is- 
really sick, he treats him with .the utmost humanity, kind- 


ness and attention. 
JAS. B. SPANN, .- b 
Assistant Keeper. . 
G. S. CARTER, 
Sergeant of the Guard. 
SAMUEL GUTTERY, 
Master Workman, Smith Shop. . 
JOHN C. LONG, = >, 
. Do. Carpenters’ and Wheel-wrights’ Shop. 
Jackson, 22d November, 1840, sd X 
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. CO VV NISUS iplis vo Rd) 
The Receipts and Disbursements of the Penitentiary of the . 
State of Mississippi, from the 13th April:to the. 30th 


June, 1840, both: dates inclusive. - 


Received on account of expendi« 


tures of the penitentiary.. -< 


time amounted to two hundred : 
and fifty-six 39-100 dollars, and 
are accounted 


S LAN 


The Disbursements for thé" same ~ 


CEE 


ao eq ; 203 
w«. o. EN é Ph id " Tey 
> +.B 500: 00 

- - 3 + ^ - r 


© 


i 
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for as follows, °° = 075. 
viz:— nat tos tae, 
Disbursed on aGéounit.of provisions: $124..90 
do. -freight and hauling 20°75 
do. -working materials 96. 24 
do. ‘contingencies <<: ^20:50  — 
ovi nr. uU, fi e——— — 8256 39 
The-receipts into the penitentiary 
from the 1st up to the 31st of 
May , 1840,, were twenty: ay ..* 
nme dollars, viz:;i— "0 —— p 
Received on account of work — a a 
done in black-smith shop. ` :: . .. $29.00. A 
And the disbursements for the ^ ^... 4 ent 
same time amounted to three EMEN 
thousand two hundred and six- 
ty 09-100 dollars, viz:— . 
Disbursed on account of provisions $22 76 
do. clothing 114 15 
do. freight 33 94 
do. books & stationary 857 49 
do. salaries of officers 1125 00 
do. guard 18 75 
. do. master workmen 143 00 
do. hauling 48 00 
do. tools 4 00 
do. horses 100 00 
. do. forage 479 37 
^» do. contingencies 310 63 
$3,260 09 


The receipts into the penitentiary 
from the 1st up to the 30th of 
June, both inclusive, were one 
hundred and thirteen 80-100 
dollars, viz:— 


ahs, 


Received on account of ai 


done in black-smith shop _ BIB 55 OE 
Received on “account of work Oe, eee MEM. 
done in shéemakers’ shop te 90-25" + 
Received from guard for:board — ^^38:.007 7^ + * 
$113 80 
The disbursements for the same . iec ^ ‘srt n 
time amounted to one thousand... . vy. 0 5 soc 
five hundred and cne 72-100... -vcs ce wasi ous 
dollars, and are accounted for. . © : ^... «x 
as follows, to viz;— . tate E 545 
Disbursed on account of provisions $171 00°: . ^ 
do. lamp oil 25 00 xr oe 
do. office furniture . ` .:351:00-.. us 
do. guard | 5 4180003  .- 
do. tools: Pot IGE 85 * 
do.  -coalfor shop * 134 00 i 
do. contingencies 508 84 
ee $1,501 °72 
©. M. HART, A 
Superintendent Mississippi Staté Penitentiary, 
Attest $ Mn 
WinLuiaw W. Yersy, CS! TA 
General Book:keeper . Mis. Staite Poi ntiary. "E 
June 30, 1840. in ie dk 


EX 


OLERK'S OF FICE, MISSISSIPPI ia eed : 


MU ds ae 


tries vcouFxexsos, December 3d; 18404": $^ 
Fo hisExcellency; st 5700 tt vens senla morri tas 
PE D d As Ge MoNvrrt: L ; 4 a, N us d d vua zs us 
-. In conformity with ‘the provisions of chapter 66, section 
9th, article 1st;;of- the -cüstódy-and goverhmefit of the peni: 
tentiary,/&56. “an 'act'tó umend-the ‘acts ‘of. this: state’ còn- 
cerning crimes and punishments and the penitentiary,” the 
Inspectors respectfully-‘submit: to your Excellency: the fol: 
lowing! itl ai z: Cu OE ud bul ohh at Be Uit 223 eo t 
uc 1 to hep “gl i ^RBPORT; es . uo it: ONES Just 


= q... A tk 
at DM MET 


IM 
& t Pai pa 
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, Ast. ‘Of the state and condition ofrthe:prison.. Fhe ‘cells; 
en the:lowér tier; numbering twenty-five;-on each:side ofa 
passage, ten and a half feetwwide; are completed; andikept 
clean‘and in-excellent:condition: those‘that.aré occupied by 
the:convicis, as well as thosé which are vacant. ::"The cells 
on the secondi:tier are: constructed’ upon the. same. plan as 
those upor:the first, and are: the .same-in number; with à 
gallery. in front, three:and a half feet:in width; these are:all 
completed, :with: the exception of: finishing: the doors; fifty- 
three. of ;iwhidh-are: two-thirds done; | The cells;on:the.third 
tier; are also,upon thë plan .of:those upin the first and sec: 
ond, and-are finished: with: the exception :of the doors and 
plastering. ‘This tier:also contains twenty-five ‘cells, oh 
each side; with:a gallery: in: front, t'iree'/and a: half feet in 
width; the;-entire number. of«all the ‘cells: in the prison; às 
one-hundred.and fifty: 7. 9 o r ono cede t neg 
*. The superintendent entered ‘upon the discharge;of:his du- 
ties, on the f3th ‘day of'Aprilj:1840, and found there. were 
no: work ‘shops:prepared:-:His first attention was directed-to 
the accomplishment of this .object; and‘ with :thecassistante 
of. the guard-and' three;-convicts, à : blaéksmith’s and-doal 
Shop and statile Were:ierected;.since which time other work- 
shops: have. been. built; as.at-has ben: necessáry.to:do:so. ..- 

The: wall aroündcthe prisonisamade:ofplank eighteen fest 
high, and seven hundred and six and a half feet in length: 
Length:of azez of“the':prison;one “hundred and: thirty<two 
feet,:- ‘Width: of tarea, nineteen: feet: four. inchess:"Itsis de 
signed, in the course of the next year, to rebuild. the «wall 
with bricks: the west. wing -Of.:the ‘wall, withiwatch tower, 
has been made of brick by.the-convicts; withthe assistaricé 
of.a: master: Wotkman,:.A brick ovén has also been:erected 
by:.the.superintendent,-dnd a:cisterh nebrly;completaili:«. 

2d. Tne number of convicts received sinte. tlie fifteenth 
day: of- April; 1940; (which was: the date.'o£:the:first recep- 


' * 
Y; E t. H x . 
Sr rege Sales srelStyeot, Es O 


368 


tion, after. your Excellency’s:proclamation, ánnoüheing the 
readiness; of the penitentiary to--receive convicts,) is twen- 
ty-eight; of which number there has been-one-deéath, and 
one escape. The Fealth of the convicts has, been generally 
good;.each one is furnished. in his cell with a bible, and n 
vided with a mattr ess and suificient covering. : pof 

Soon after the prison was put.in operation; the ins ectors 
passed an-order giving the superintendent the: privilege. of 
having stripes inflicted as a. punishment, but in: no. case-exr 
cept in his presence, and every case to be reported. to--the 
board of inspectors. Under the impression that they had 
not sufficiently tried other means, at the last meeting of the 
board théy rescinded;the order to mflict stripes in any case, 
and recommended solitary imprisonment, with a diet :of 
bread and. water. . As the. convicts. will -necessarily lose 
muchi. time: from labor by solitary: confinement,. the board 
respectfully suggests to -your Excellency, the. propriety of 
recommending to the. Legislature; the passage of a law to 
double the time the convicts lose in confinement, as. a pun- 
ishinent for the violation of the rules of the prison. : A Copy : 
of: which is herewith handed you, numbered-(1:) : 

“The chaplain to the prison attends every Sabbath and de- 
livers a sermon.to the convicts, and the inspectors express 
the opinion that his services are of much importance MONIS 
the moral reformation of the inmates. 

The diet which has been allowed to.the convicts, is three 
quarters of a pound of beef, or -one::half pound of pickle 
pork per day, with a sufficiency of meal, and:as many vege: 
tables:as might. be ‘considered necessary. : Upon-a separate 
eonversation with the convicts in their cells, the inspectors 
ate:satisfied that. they are well fed. and humanely ‘treated. 
They have not yet been furnished: with a Sunday suit. 

: Ducument marked (A) shows the number oi. convicts rè- 
ceived into the penitentiary, together with their ages. and 
employment, the crime for .which 7 hé:was-convicted, the 
time.for which hé was tentn coo prid the: place. of his na- 
tivit @ -i ee d 

Da marked (B) gives:an estimate of the work döne 
by. the convicts for account of. Me pru e aa to 
$5,514 50. . 

: Document marked (C) contains an inventory of: property 
belonging to the penitentiary, amounting to $3,591 -95.: 

Document marked (D):is-an abstract of disbursements 
made by draft upon the amen of Public He goias amount 
ing to 10,885 95. . - : 

“Document marked (Ey.i is an: | abstract iof: m" dins 
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menis;madéson: account bf:the penitenti&iy, amiountingito : 


$5442168ousaec uz brags wi Casall eur ço benign: 
Document: marked (E) willbe foúnd iar laccount:corrent i 
withthe: Superintendent, exhibitinga:balaned of: $43'120F 
cashidishursements against the:institutiom:3:Thë receipts-of : 
moneysifrom the: different^:sburces: of: income “amount «to! 
$554; 44)sand the:cashidisbursements:amount:to :8597:53;:5 
making the difference of $43 42) reférred:to iw theiaccountlc 
curente: The Superintendent informs .:usjthat:imsoné: or^ 
two atistatices, heireceived the amountioftindividual Accounts:7 
in-cashpdnd instructed the clerki:to: Credit. thé-amduntisols 
recewedbupon:his bddks, to-the!individual-:account-sb:ipaidsiv 
this itheijelerkitdid not:feel: authorized sto «dd, .nnlessithesd 
amount was first credited on the shop book, where thetingd! 

debtedness first:originated. «:"Thisinot having beenridone:bé- 
fore.the 23d day of: November; when! the: law-compels tlie: 
clerktosélósehis:books; thie-balantelappears against the inês: 
s titutionsi+ Had ithd credits‘heemmade upon:thesproper; shops. 
baoks;rin times: therexwould -havenbeew a:ismalk:balânce qn il 
favoriofitheicashionshandiackountalyis oneisizs nen sucos 
Document} marked (G) exhibit» alist of: mdividual: balan=>5 
ces due the workshops of the penitentiary; amounting ‘to's 

$314.99. oi: m nn vv pp dee Pecan se gia ilb is aè 
Doeumehtomaárked: (Hj shows: the; ineomeoand: expendi-:c 
tures:of: the.:pemitentiaryias toicash disbursementscand resit 
ceipts ::. The income amounting!sto::$4,624: 81 inckuding': 
stobk!on band; and the :expenditires. amount: tol $195::10 4.5 
showing arbalàneein favor df-the institution of:$3,899. 675: 
Document marked(Dshowes the amount and'kind-6f::mosd: 
neys;thkeu'fram:conyicts when first: admittédiiàto the insti- o: 
tution, together with other articles, suchas watches; 810! 55; 

Thes1'9th-8ection, chapter:66;-articld:‘tsty ofcthe custody 
and-;govdrnmenti-ofsithei; penitentiaryy1:&rec requires thed? 
agent, :blerk, deputy: keeper,:and.assistant:‘keeper, to takeco 
the-eath tequired.:by:the eonstitutibh;: before: the :clerknof :& 
theiboàrd ot! sounty -polices or:ibefore iany;member ofisueh ai 
board 7". agssuchrzequisition ris:Attended with somedinconves si 
niende, thelinspecidrs respectfully ‘suggest :tonyour excellene 19 
cy, (the :propmety::of: recommending 40: the legislature, the:hs 
passageévofan actoamehdatory of: thesdbowe!:hameds 19th 
sectiin, giving:to justicesofiithespeace, ot the:présidént of :: 
thesboard bfinspectors; authorityto administer-such:pathi« 5 
‘The: proWistom first: purchased: for: the mise: ofthe prison: 
was; obtained at: Micksburgy onvaseredit;iowhichs has since: 
been paidysrafter which the.duperintendent: obtained; from 5: 
the-states:by: the:hanls of i tax collector ofoHinds:coun- 
l 23 
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ty; fivehundred dollars in; Union Bank notes,-which were. 
redeemed by the Bank in specie, as an accommodation ‘te - 
the institution. This: isthe only amount of'good funds 
which the state has advanced. tó the institution; the balance... 
drawn from the state has been in’ treasury warrants; which” 
have been.ali-the time. at a discount ‘of. from fifty:five to 
seventy-five per centum;: consequently every article pur- « 
chased with warrants for. the use.of the institution, has. 
cost the amount: of their depreciation more than. the: real : 
value of the article purchased. “The five hundred: dollars 
above alluded to, and the articles manufactured by the:con-: : 
viets. and sold: for cash, with the'credit the superintendent . 
has. obtained, .has enabled him. to carry on the institution 
thus far. e a De AE 
When. the institution went into operation there were no - 
materials on hand, and but few convicts to work, thé super- 
intendent was compelled.to purchase «many .articles-at:a : 
very. high price, which can naw be- made by the prisoners. 
It must:therefore be evidént, that an important institution, 
coming into existence under such unfavorable circumstan-. 
ces, would be more expensive to the state the first year than 
at any future period. x TT" E 
Great difficulty is experienced in retaining the guard, .- 
and there is.no. penalty which can: be enforced against 
them to induce them to remain. | The inspectors respect- : 
fully. suggest to your Excellency the propriety of irecom-.. 
mending to. the legislature the passage of an.act to enlist: 
them for a year at a. time, or a longer :period, and place: 
them under certain penalties, rules and : regulations,.similar 
to the United States army, or such other plan as your bet- ^ 
ter judgment may suggest. AUS i a 
The inspectors would further suggest to your Excellency 
the-propriety of recommending: to the legislature .the pas- 
sage.of an act authorizing. the ‘superintendent to purchase 
five negro men to cut and haul wood from the lands belong- - 
ing to the state, and attend the burning cf brick at night 
in the kiln, and at other times when the convicts cannot be ..- 
employed. In order to show the saving to the state from the: 
adoption of this plan, it is only necessary to state, that it will 
require about fifteen hundred cords of wood a year, which - 
cannot be obtained for less than three dollars per cord. .: By 
prudent management -of five negro:men, the wood can be : 
delivered at one dollar per cerd, which will save to.the state 
more than the cost of the negroes in one.year;.and itis be- : 
lieved that the manufacture. of brick will for many years 
constitute an important item.of work to be done in the pri- : 
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son, both for the use of the buildings and for sale. The plan 
we think will not fail to meet your approval. 

In conclusion, the Inspectors. are pleased to inform your 
Excellency that the : several officers of the penitentiary 
have. faithfully discharged their respective duties; aiid that 
the prison has thus far done as well asits friends could have 
anticipated, -under all the unfavorable circums tances which 
have attended‘its operations.: E ici 7 i 
" - Alofwhich is respectfully submitted. -> ^ :: |. 

CC > T WILLIAM CLARK, © 
t5. Pretident.of the Board of Inspectors, 


è 


* 


-e 


£e 
+ = Ll 
-9 ~ 
E DR * 
ë w og M. 
* 
a 
x 
© 
> t ha 
n > 
oe " LI 
* 
m 
Aie E 
ya q 
s ~ Di 
m " © 
LET r dr 
: ves & 
- 
&- 
P 
i " 
Ane 
& 
è 
» * 
3 
LI Lal 
- 
r 
Joe E 
. 
> 
i e vn ^ 
m 
Be 
[2:3 
X Fat 
e - 
A w, 
qe T at 
we 
ES à 
ET " 
" 
5 4 E 
Les M + oa 
t +» ` 
> ma 3 
> =a ioni * 
= Se oe 
Hot 4 * ne 
* 
vy A on ~ 
1 Py r dé 
z aar s 
aa e Jem < 
€ tr Ki it 
^ ^ 1 * emo dr 
: E G 
* E ~ Cir m U OWN m 
" bea » i ind bo, “ 
, T » d 
- x . oA ^ cm 1 
P EI «d 
e + cà Ea e 
ME Ce te a MO aceda a 
^ ek è " a tes a 
D cae a. Za 
t oa . ae EC x 
PETER ” Meee Sm E + a 
“> 4, 2 RE d E 
i EXC 
E 
o = ey st? 
3 Mas M 3. 4 ra kmi 
ta em P s, ist Ne, 


b- pest Z 
«a 


= DO DIO ord Oto = 


List of Convicts received in the Mississippi Penitentian y at Jackson, up to dd November, 1 840, 


NAMES. 


William McBride, 
John King,* 
John S. Greeson, 


Dawson B.Rockhold,f 


Daniel Harvell, 


Nathan A. G. Smith, 
Alason Kingsberry, 
Rob. Lundy, f. m. c. 


George W. Peck, 


William H. Helmer, 
George W.Calcoatte, 


Charles Rhodes, 


Titus M. Nettleton, 


John W. Hill, 
Phillip Miller, 
Gould Murray, 


` Clinton Clarke, 


AGE. 


PLACE OF BIRTH. 


Ireland, 

New York State, 
Georgia, 
Tennessee, 
North Carolina, 


Mississippi, 
North Carolina, 


Mississippi, 


Virginia, 
New York,(City,) 
Virginia, 


Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 
Ohio, 

Ohio, 

Ohio, 
Vermont, 


CRIMES. ` 


Manslaughter, 1st deg. 

Forgery, 

Robbery, 

Forgery, 

Stealing t twomules and 
one mare, 

Larceny, 

Larceny, 

Attempt to commit 
Rape, 

Larceny, 

Larceny, 

Aggravated Man- 
slaughter, 2d deg. 

Larceny, 

Larceny, 

Larceny, 

Burglary, 3d degree. 

Burglary, 3d degree. 

Burglary, 3d degree. 


; SENTE 


DATE: or ^ 


2d Feb'ry.1840, 
16th og pd pue 


25th Ari $40; | 
27th Sépt. f 1999, 


25th Sept. 1839; E 
22d Mays 1830. » 


ays 1840; y 


14th Ma 


27th May, 4040, 
3d June, d 0, 


19th Dec. 1839; 


16th June, ‘T8430; 


16th June, 1940}. 


16th June, 184%": 


ES ide e ye 4 iu 


NCE.” 
"^ "TERM.OF 
3d Jan*y.1840, . f 

25th June,’ 1849, f 
15th Arik 1840, : 


é 
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. 
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18 Peter“McGetrick, 44 
19 George!W. Oliver, 40 


20 Josia “Mitchell, 35 
21 George Tyler, 18 
22 John Hutchison, 32 
23 George W.Ridings,{ 27 
24 Joseph Harbert, 26 
25 John Frazier, § 20 
26 Samuel Jordon, 28 
27 James Tull, , 20 


28 Benjamin Richmond, : : 42 


+ na e 
a < " aa M t^ 
> 9 x ^ ” 
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*Died in prison, $7th October, 1840. 


ME 2 Ll 


Ireland; -: '' Robbéry, 
Maryland, 

Louisiana,  * Grand Larceny, 
‘Ohio, Ts Negró stealing, 


Nova Scotia, * Larceny, 
North Caroliria, Negro stealing, 


Indiana, E Larcény, 

North Carolina, _ Horséstealing and lar- 
B ^ ceny, . 

Virginia, — Horse:stealing, 

New York Staté,. + Grand‘larceny, 

aioe ER prend een, 


ar 


merit 


ot 
4 = 


{Two indian 2 Jansa. - 


3Escoped from prisoh, 218i October, 1840. ` &Two icis 5 Sidi 


Lud 
T 


4 à ^ 


- WILLIAM SW YERBY, Clerk. 


29th June, 184055 For life. 
11th July, 1840, 1 year. 


27th Sept. 1840, 3 years... 
9th Oct’br.1 840, 40 do 
8th Oct’br.1840¢ o 43 do 


15th Oct’br.1840 10 do 


27h Octbr.1840;: 107: do* 


18404. : 2, do, 


30ih Oct'br.1840,5 <27 do^ 
19th Nov. 1840, ;5.: do” 


13th Nov, 1840,- -& do? 


e 
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Em, 

Mi 
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É 


Eh. 
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374 
(A) 
Number of Convicts, their Ages and Employment, ir in the 
Mississippi Penitentiary. , 


*» 
s 


~ 


NUMBER RECEIVED. 
There were received into the Penitentiary, from its 
establishment up to the 22nd ee 1840, 28 


Discharged by death, 
Escaped from prison; 


* * vs 
5 


Remaining in prison, on the 22nd November, 1940, 726 


pe 


EMPLOYMENT. | 

Employed i in the Blacksmith ae | T 
« € Carpenter and Wheelwright shops, — 4 
«€. © Tailor shop, ES 1 
“ € Cook shop, ZEE" 1 
« « « Brick-moulders, 2 
a « € Shoemaker’s shop, 3: 

« as Common labourers and attendants in 
Brick Yard,. g 13: 
| 96 

AGES. 

Between 18 and 20 years of age, . 4 
« 20 * 30 of * -H 
« 30 * 40 * of & pne he l 7 
66 40 é 50 « of « , 3 
Over | 50 * of“ diu a 
| 96 


C. M. HART, Siperiienden. 
Wittiam W. Yers, Clerk. | 


1875 
OB 


Estimate: of -work done bythe Convicis in the-Missis- 
: sippi: Penitentiary;: for: account - of ithe "State, up. to 
29d November, 1840..." =: BR pdp” 


+ Yo clearing off rubbish from back yard of the: peni: e 


-tentiaryo «9.10 aei we do d -$880'00 
. Clearing off rubbish from front yard of the peni- 
tentiary 4e. aR ee ss cie 100700 
2 making brick-yard near north wing of cells: 200 00 
making btick-yard: ondower lot of "the peniten- : ait 


^. tiary- =.: %* +300 00 
cleaning off and filing: up front dot of the peni- uif 
` tentiary  - “150 00 


' eleven hands attending: on ‘brick ` masons; “and E 
two.moulding brick =: ---" :- = :660 00 
. 80.000 brick for wall on: west wing of. peniten-” 


tiary, at $10 per: 1000 "+ = - . 800700 
‘ digging foundation for wall - - c-.^ 0 00 
two convicts-assisting. to lay 80,000 brick: at uc 
. $2 50 per 1000 - = = 200 00 
eleven hands: attending on brick masons laying - 
— brick-on wall ' E mos 280' '00 


. four hands attendance on brick masons laying 
floor between cells, and building bake oven 40 :DO 
digging well and curbing same with. plank 1012 ^" -. 
feet, at $2.perfoot - =e ==' - 2294 00 
digging cistern -. -~ E essa ces .:50:00 
6,000 brick for cistern at: gto per 1,000 - -. 60-00 

1,000 brick for gutters from water-spouts-tó : 
cistern at $10 per 1,000 "=: .-: = 10 00 
“two hands employed in laying same - < = . «8 00 


“O making 200 garments for convictsat:50 cts.each- 100: do 


45000 brick for .drdin sat sonth-end -of peniten- QE 


tiary building, at $10per1000 -  - 4000 
‘five hands attending brick masons in building 
same - - -= - - - 20 00 
. five hands: whitewashing: fences round peniten- 
tiary lots, and out-houses’ . we Se 90 00 
five hands whitewashing cells: inside and out 20 00 
two hands employed digging trenches for gutters 
from water-spouts to cistern - - 10 00 
digging holes and setting posts round peniten- 
tiary lots, 450 posts at 25 cts. each - 112 50 


preparing ground and sowing same in turnips 20 00 


$3,514 50 
C. M. HART, Superintendent. 
Wittiam W. Yersy, Clerk. 


(C 


JFüventoxy of Properly belonging.to the Mississippi: Pani- 
«tentiary as taken 22d of November, VBA0 8 


“The amount of value of stock and inel Blacks 


& 


"a 


smith’s:shopy 1: "0862150 


"The:amount of value of ey and tools i in. Carpe 


ato PN €. M. MART, Superintendent 


Wian w. Yasor, ped 


ter'sshop, ` 225 
: The amount of als e stock and tools in: Shoe- 
makers. shop, .. Po. “85 
The amount of : value of. doan KE ini i-Wheel-: ; 
. wright shop, - - 500 
The amount of value cof. clothing: materials: and + 
clothing, - r 161 
The amount of- value of pxovisiony- 5. = 82 
- The amount of value- of Clerk's: offici futile, 
including «Map of: the State of Mississippi, ^. - (346 
“The .amount of value of Hospital furniture: and 
medicines, ^ .120 
The amount of value of Kitchen and Guard-room 
furniture, vo 145 
The amount of.value of Arms: = Ammanition,. “+141 
The do- .do of Horses, Muleand Forage, 205 
The :do  . do ofiHorse-cart and: Harness, : 83 
“The :do : do. of'Water-cart,; . 10 
The ‘do do ;of 20,000 Brick: Henr for -> 
use, at $10 per thousand, . 200 
“The.amount of value of 60 cords Wood, .. 180 
“The do ‘do . of ‘articles manufactured i in. o 
Penitentiary and unsold, - 987 
(The amount of value of 14 Bibles remaining. un- 
distributed, p 7 
“The:amount. of value of. aon: 3nd. Reve: .26 
The do . do of. Spinning: Machine, a 77125 
puso 


00 


00 


ABSTRACT OF DISBURSEMENTS made by C. M. Hart, Superintendent, on account of the e NE OO, 
Penitentiary, by: Draft on the Auditor of Public Accounts, from 13th April; to 30th June, 1840, ges dgivg. 


us iN WHOSE Bayon. VOUCHER. 


840 
May 4th, EA J óhns & (i 
eth, John: Kennedy; 
7 th, Joser li pete 
ath, T Hadley, ds 
11th, jJ. DW Gibbons, .. AE 
oi, ite Ag Bs Saunders, 
66 Je M; Chilton: &: ‘Co. 


18th, We Ms Bo, 
W. Verby; 

rie & ur Harty. "osi 
30th, Mrs. Sarah Phillips, 
June 9th, Reuben Clerks” ^is 
é Wares Clarke, . 

ent é W AA, o 
' 14th, im Burke, ^ - 15 
for, 8th, John Downton: - :-' 16 
24th, G. W. Moore,...... 17 
* John R. McCall, 18 
30th,.G. W..Redinaa, | ded udo + 


Zooo ^J O3 QU i» Q9 t9 mt 


pond. 


Jede Pg OS s t 88 od AB Wal be ca Pa 


sk è fas 


FOR WHAT EXPENDED. (TOTAL 
Suec 85] oU: » des 


Freight & hauling, ns 24; raite & Stationary, $845 20; LE e 
8 00 


t 
hs 


bi "M -. 24800 
é 7 7 OOF d. ege Os, of i 14.00 
iU ts UN 
Horges, 100; - = 2 Roo c c c 00,0 
Master workmen, $143; - MP GU T - - - -$4800 
Horse, cart, and harness, $83; - - Abin = - -4:83:00 
Materials for clothing, $110 15; tool8, Ex ; locks, $119 50; bolts ^" *x' 

'& chains, $44 25; shot & powdel, ‘G31 25; JGODHUgencies, $175 “829” 15 
Assistant Keeper and Guard, 1875; - - 74g 75 
Salary, $375; - manso #97500 

, Salary, $750; - Mo 2 7 c7 - 5000. 
" Corn and fodder, $479 37i: PU o eo 247937 
Furniture and stationary, $320; cotitirifencies, $10; ELS 200 

aM 21; $ s ET 2M 
Assistant Keepef a Guard, $56 37; - - O 637 
« 29500. - = - - B00 

e sé c6 38 66; - : - Ult “usar 
Coal, $119; -. y ao Coe 7o opent o pieptene ghd 00 


Provision, $104; freight, St t00ls, Seat 34; | cátitihgencieeM's 66; , 262 00. 


mon pa 


.. Cutting o dand ‘grubbing, $3135 contin gonoieny§ 1007 : nuia 463 00, 


ap P5! MIELE is iatha CS gs NOE DV noH ; 7 b 


a 


LEGS 


ABSTRACT OF DISBURSEMENTS made by C. M. Hart, Superintendent on account of the Mississippi Penitentiary, by 
Draft on the Auditor of Public Accounts, from the Ist July to the 30th September, 1840, both dates inclusive. 


Date. 


In whose favor draft drawn. 


1840. July 17th, Benjamin Albertson, 


August 


ec "Gray S. Carter, 

5th, Joseph F. Montgomery, 
6th, Joseph F. Montgomery, 
10th, John C. Long, 

12th, Joseph D. Ripley, 


: 19th, W. W. Yerby, 
:20th, Gray S. Carter, 


é “Joseph Lawo, 
* — J. S. Lanier, 


` 21th, C. M. Hart, 


* . James B. Spann, 
24th, J. C. Spurgon, 


September 4th, E. S. Petit, 


5th, John C. Long, 


10th, Gray S. Carter, 


C. M’Coy, 


) 18th, Samuel Guttery, 


Ww — ' J. B. Houghton, 
19th, John C. Long, 
21st, M. Hilzeim, 

« — J. D. Ripley, 
26th, Gray S. Carter, 


'* €. McCoy, 


Voucher, Clothing, Medicines. 


269 62 


44 00 


Salaries 
o 


Officers 


250 00 


375 00 


Assist'nt 


Master Printing 


Keeper & — Workmen, By-Laws. Amount, 
Guard. 
40 00 $40 00 
- 60 o 0" 00 
250. 00. 
44. 00 
40 00 40 00 
40 00 40 00 
975 00 
60 00 .60 00 ` 
54 66 54 06. 
60 00 .60.00- 
750.00 . 
369 56 369 56° 
96 66 ) 26 66 
80 00 80:00 `. 
80 00 80 00:: 
60 00 60 00.. 
40 00 40 00 
400 00 400 00 
24 00 24 -00 
40 '00 40 00 
269 62 
40 00 40 -00 
180 00 180 00 
40 00 ,40 00 


^— "Toti, $5,493 50 u 


d 
he 


(q) 


T . 


ABSTRACT ‘OF DISBURSEMENTS made by C. M, Harr, Superintendent, on account of the Mississippi Penitentiary, by 
Draft on the Auditor of Public Accounts, from the 1st October to the 22d N ovember, 1840, both dates inclusive. ~ 
a A nn eS M Mi eee 


(aq) 


DATE. | IN WHOSE FAVOR. VOUCHER, FOR WHAT EXPENDED. TOTAL. 
1840.. ` SEE 
October: 3; George w. Laird, 498  . Assistant Keeper and Guard $40; - e = 1 e > - $4000 
- -6s -Henry Ethridge, 44 «| 40; - -= - - -æ -= - -40.00 
7, L. B. Holloway, 45 . Salary, $250; . LL LLLLLL - ,250 00 
8, Jos. F. Montgomery, 46 | MI D e s a -o - ,250 00 
19; S. D. Howell, 4A c Master Workinén, $150; mE . a I ZZ - 15000 
ve J, B. Hougliton; 48 - Assistant Keeper and Guard, $40; = = = = = = = 4000 
“JD, Ripley, 49 1738; - - - - - - - 1783 
. 29, As:S.. Alexander, 50 ec ME, E eo " 335. o - - - = - . .1733 . 
26,.E. S. Pettit, . 51 -. Master Workmen, $1905. - a = e aa - 12000 x 
` 28; John ©, Long, .. 59 ` i 200; =- - - - - a -. 20000 -al 
' 29, Robert M’Kee, |^ .58 "^ Contingencies, $30; . i - - - z - =- e = - 3000 © 
- € Robert M’Kee, . 54 em e æ = 10°00 
« “66 -Or M’Coy, . 55 Assistant Keeper and Guard, $40; o. Fl a =- o. = 743900 
Nov'r 3, Gray S. Carter, 56 ; 60€, ES, ses... CR TG UV GO OO 
4€ G. W. Laird, 57 « FE 7 se . 6e , bs o - ^ - ~ - - 40 00 
“AO, Henry J. “White, 58 Master Workmen, 200; 2-0. . ea 5. 5 5. 20000 
- 12, C. M. Hart, 59 Contingencies, $ =- -a 2. ~= = = 50000 
^34, John W. "Anderson, -- 60 Assistant Kooper and cid; ÉL - - « . - « z 40 00 
18; W. W. Yerby, 601  . Salary, $975 es - -o = © = = 2. = $1500 
f 20, George Work, 62 Contingencies, $105; - =- = = e a č > - 10500 
. * Gen. Wm. Clark, . 624... .: Mulesand Horses, $175;- contingencies, $151; “ - a ^ - es p 
t 


« J, B. Houghton, |. 08 o, Assistant. Keeper and Guard, $40; (^ 


care ee s 2i 
toy , E or . t tye " ess 
» Se R& - n ^os t nal " + PE "n e ‘ n à. " Mod BN * “ Kat 
T DA ‘ hay v d VV. ate ren a You, eu +, - Rio” ` t N 
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Abstract of Cash disbursements, made by Charles M. Hart, Superintendent of the Mississippi Penitent . 


from 13th April, to. 30th June, 1840—dates inclusive. jhe ure 
DATE., TO WHUM PAID. . VOUCHER. , - FOR WHAT EXPENDED. ^ TOTAL. 
18405 - ; : nm 
April 13¢Hull & Ware, 17 "Working. materials, 1 50, 08: T 50 
24, Tt. & Vicksburg’ R. Re 1 Freight and haaling, P90 75 75; i . 20% 5 
25, Benj; Whitfield, 3 ‘Provision, $10:0 10,00, 
26, Charles M. Hart, 4 Expenses to Vickdbrg, $19 00, ee 6. 
ad ohn R.. McCall, 18 Provision, $111 90; fr eightiand hauling, $3 00;- i on, $64 62,179:52: 
27, George Markham, 19 Marnish ‘and. ledther, $24 755 shoe thread, 87, ` 25182" 
5 , Benjaitint Whitfield, 5 Provision, $20 00, l o T  ' 2000 
11% Grafberry: ‘Hendricks, ^. 6 Provision, 276,0 mE . 216. 
13, Joseph' Lisens, 7 Freiglit.and hauling, $4 44, AA. 
20, Behj.. T, Ferring, 8 Thread, buttons and needles; $1! 38, 1:38: 
21, J.n Forèst; 9 Hop i, “ - 7" * i75: 
22,3 Cir MeXlistéf, 10 T Voc Bt 
“Wi A. Odor, 11 Procht Ca teli $12 50, EE MEE 128 je 
26, Géoi e W. Parker, 12 .Tin Pans and cups, $13 50, MEM . 13,504. 
27, EM Avery: 13 War king materials, $3 50,- e 3780): 
June: 1 1,:J. Gu Forest, > 14 "Working materials, $1: 195^: s MEE à RA 
E E. M. Avery, 15 Axes, $8 00, 8 00 | 
U John F: Poindexter, 16 Axes, $8 00, 9 00 
4; Osborn & Robinson, 20 Working materials, $i 00, 4 00 
" Robert MéKee, ‘21° Contirigericiés, $1 00, : vo ot uud 00. 
» BoB J Pettite! 55-057: ^: 929* Lamp OL, 825005 ^^ (od EUH T goa SA LTS OG 


w 


og 


23 Lasts and tools, $34 25, 
583g chu: Jv /Poitidexter, 294 fired) buttons and needles, $3.75, 
9; FUSSHünmper boy Wiley25 5Watér'Üart, $10 00, 
2º 3 Montgonierx& Woodmal;26 ::Varriish And either, 50, 
10/B.HBHEEP 597 làstsiánd t0815,$2 00; ^" 
1049 oole& S kiik]e;-" ?89 (WiérKihb máterials, $1 38, 
+1 5, Oxbovti'&Rvbinson, 930 7Pi6visior; $6700) 
Montgomery?&^Woodmàn;S1:^ Working/miátébfals; 959 ^ «v me ete 
19, J. C. Carpenter, 32 Lasts and tools, 38, 
3824 Mur Eilzeyo, ines 22? 183 «(Working materials, $2 56, 
1937 63 MeAillister, 284 ;Bhredd; buttotiis and needles, $2 00, Í 
124G Wo Moorg pi 1985 (Goak BrO OO; er? 39? COTPIZGNGIe. iui 
255 G.ºW; Moore, 236 0021,45 O0,:.:: " c ee Ea 
127,59. M.; bámb; 237 +Workingematerials; 50, 
a A ome 9) ger Hop? l 
Be E HOEST 


From \sbduly:ito 30th September, 1840—dates inclusive. 
[45 pace quU pees a 


s, PAS TED LCBIdIULÓERT 
July tt, Job Hall; 2 938 ;Freightiand hauling, $8 00, 
Lô Jo c Me Allisterpo.- 539 


(Provision, $35 52, 
total fe 32, R3 é Vicksburg R. R. 340 


jEreight-and hauling; $31 27, 
:28, Manuel Gudlow, «wl jEreightand:haulnig, $3 00, 
90, Daniel Thomas; 42 


Contingencies; $40-00, 
Aug. sØ, Benj- Ti Eerriig, 343 Working materials, 50, 
vo ^9, Benjpsl!Peremggo 44 «Contingencies, 50, 

evVt4, M. Hileeimjon syn” —— 02060457 Materials for clothing, $4828; 777^ 


* 
freue vk E A EE a CRUERSSOM rm IDEE Sy 


6, E. S. Pettit, 


Aa E) 
4 oF yf 
` 


14 - sa ty ose Pa " 
SQ TT D ia. són ? oe 
a> $ 


34 25 
"Mg 75 
"43600 
0 060 


33 250 
* EN E 


$50741 


3 20) 

AD 
398200 
335252 
S31597 
13000 
40:00 
¥ 550 


ja OO ox. 


18 23 | 


^ 
t 
EET 
* 
ite a 


DATE» ` “TO WHOM PAID. 
Aug. 27, Granberry Hendricks, 
28, J. C. Carpenter, : 
29, J. C. Carpenter, 
31, Joseph Lawo, 
Sept. 1, E. M. Aver 
3, George W. Moore, 
5, George Davis, 
14, James C. Forest, 
W. H. Mount, 
S. H. Charles, 
15, R. T. Baylor; 
‘Jacob: Unger, 


Absiract of Cash disbursements— Continued. 
VOUCHER. 


FOR WHAT EXPENDED. 
46 Contingencies, 
47 Lasts and tools, : 
48  Lasts and tools, 
49 Working materials, 


16, Montgomery & Woodman, 58 


17, Rhoda Corley, : 
30; Richd. T Winslow, 


Oct. 9,3. e. "Carpenter," 
10, Mrs. Sárah Ripley, 
-M. Hilzein, - 
19, "James: Anderson, . 
"Ri H. Briscoe, 
20, Mrs. Sarah Phillips : 


59 
60 


Materials for clothing, 
Coal, : 

Provision, 

Working materials, 


. Shoe. Thread, 


Provision, 

Varnish and leatl;er, 

Materials for clothing, 25; thread, buttons and needles, 25; 
Varnish and leather, 25; contingencies, 253 

Making clothing, : 

Making eres: 


From 1st October to the and November, 1840-—both dates inclusive. 


Materials for clothing, 


‘Contingencies, `- 
` Thread, buttons and needles, 
^ Working materials, 
Provision, ` 


Yo. 2 < ei 
Provision, - 2x + $ + G 2", Boe a 
E am. Pt * É na j l li 
` 


12 60 ~ 


4 95. 
. 15 
1.00 

23.88. 

99.36 

19 50 

75 

2 50 
4 50 
23 87 
50 . 
“50. 
3.00: 
6 50 


$340 48 


432- 

5 00 

2°00 ' 
50 00: 
10'00 
3744" 


T) 


$86 


Oct. 22, V. & Jackson R. R. 67 Freight and hauling, : 2 2. . 116 
“24, James H. Kerr ^ - 68. -Working materials, ` — ^ o3: 35 5 C T$ 2500 
26, Hull & Ware, 69 Soap, $2 25; contingencies, $2 25; E. : 4650 

. Dahiel McCann, 70 Varnish and leather, | 14 32 
'21, Richard P. Winslow, 71 Making clothing, 10 00 
29, Graves & White, 72 Working ae | ' 10 45 
30, John C; Long, .. “78. “Lasts and. tools; . ^... 5^ .. | c l : 75 00 
Nov. 3,F. H: Roberton, "Ná Contingencies, Apr D "^ -52W 
Clinton & Vicksburg R. R.75 Freight and hauling, . 21 20 
Vicksbur TE: & Jackson R; R.76, Freight ai and hauling, - - 8 94 
4,G. W. Moore, | . 7T Coal, | 36 12 
— 5, M. Hilzein; -78 "Thread, buttons arid needles; 125 
' 6, Reuben Clarke, -79 Working materials, . : io 00: 
^7 J. O. McAllister, 80 Working materials; 79 50 
16, J. C.. McAllister, '81- Iron, ^ » 33 00 
17, R. Ge Davenport, 82: “Freight.and hauling, 50; P SRD titel $25 40;- ` 23 90- 
RO, J. C. Carpenter, ` 93. oo for clothing, gar as 42; lasts & tools, 60; ; cont’g’ c’s, 15-06; 63 08° 
James Anderson, 84 Working materials, — © . 50 
Charles Bord well, 85 Freight and animo. | 0800 
- 21, John Smyth, _ 86.. Provision, PE ` 20 00: 
| H. G. Fisher, 87 Provision, er 10 90; 
"X W. W. Yerby, 88 Provision, 10 50° 
-, Gray S. Carter, 89 Contingencies, ^ ^ - |. . , $88.00. 
. $ John Hall, . 90. ‘Freight andhauling, -950 CEE E A&TS 


«206 


Pea 


b 384: 


R: CHARLES dl. HART: Seb én dlocount-Carrentowitie Mix. 


as 


aid <a 
eet * 


T*-— Ew 


pt Ena 


rs; 


i 5. To cash fec'dfor smiths’ work, do. shop-book -2 00 
9. + do do do 3 00 
11. * do do do 12 
16. “do do. do 6 88 
18. - de do do 1 50 
21. - do do do 2 62 
22. do do do 3 00 
25. . do do do 5 00 
28. do do do 15 
29. - do do do 1 13 
30. « do do do 3 00 
June 1. : do do do .7 12 
2. - do do do 1.75 
3. To cash for shóemiakers' werk,do | do 9 25 
6. “do . do do 25 
6. To cash rec'd for smiths’ work, do ^ do 2. 37 
9. To cash rec’d of Wm. Wunsatt do No.14 | 3 00. 
8. To cash rec'd for: ‘smiths’ ‘work, dos ., Shop-book 6 38 
9: "de : da: do: 3 00 = 
10. do ` do: «do - 200: 
11. - ido o do .. «do. 5. E 507 
13.2 4.4 «do 2%. doz * do“ : 9.00: 
14. Toicashiree’d of John: Barke, do - - No: 15 © 15:00 
18. T oipastires’s for: smiths’ work, do - shop-bodk * = 135 
15. . - «do - ;glioemakers? dor da “do =... 2%” 
16: = - "do ^ “smiths ^ ^ do-dó^ “dd ~ “7°00 
17. - de - smiths. > ~ doado; .do:--.-1 50- 
151^ dos Sfioomakeret doido - "do^ “rar” 
18. do smiths’ do dó ^ "^ do 75 
18. do shoemakers’ do dö -° do 2 00 
19. do  smiths* do dó ; do = 13 62: 
19. do.  shoemakers do de i do, «>» 3 50. 
22.- . do - smith? é: do do. : ee 55. 280^ 
24. ^: .do sundries;.. — “do- “dó SUIS. 75, = 
25. |... «do - smiths. : doido do Cet LFS 
26, " “do TU smiths? E - do*do * «do = “B 06 $ 
26 "do . ^ »Shoemakérg? do ido - - ido : z$ rgo D 
s tes aa = HE EE: BEA "eds d 
June 27. To balance časti én hand, ' 7 $140 14 


1840. 


April 13. By amount paid Hull & Ward, - 
24. do 


95,. do 
96. do 
26, do: 
91. do 
May' 5. do 
11. do 
13. do: 
20. “ do 
20. do 
22. do: 
22. do. 
26. do- 
27. do 
June! 2 do 
; : do: 
9. do- 
4. do 
4. do 
4, : do 
6. do . 
8. do: - 
9. - do. 
9. do 
10. do. 
14. do 
15. do 
15. do: 
19. do 
99. do: 
23.- de- 
94 ' do: 
24. der 
97 do 


97: By balance 


[F. etosina idi 
Penitentiary, from Ap’l Y9:to: Kune 30; 1840, both dates incl. 


VOUCHER. 


Ray.& Vicksburg 
Rail Road, |" 
Benj. Whitfeld « 

expenses of self to 
Vicksburg ^ & 
John R. McCall « 
George Markham * 
Benj. Whitfield « 

Granberry Hen- 
dricks o 
J oseph Lisens:  “ 
Benj. 1. Ferring “ 
James C. Forest * 
Ji C. McAllister < 
W. As Odom l 66 
G. W. Parker: € 


E.M. Avery « 


James C. Forest “ 
E. M. Avery & 
Sho. J. Poindexter « 
Osborne & Robin- 

son 66 
Robert McKee * 
K. S. Pettit & 
E. S. Pettit 6 
Jho. J. Poindexter * 
F. S. Hunt (per 

- Wiley) 2 
Montgomery: & 

W oodman e 
B. Bart « 
Cook & Skinkle € 
open & Robin- 

: 4 
Mont omery' & 

Woodman é 
J.C. Carpenter < 
M. Hilzeim « 
Ji C. McAllister “ 
George W. Moore « 
George W. Meere “ 
dJ: M. Lamb 


y ro. 


H 24 


CR. 


No. 175 $1 50: 


1, 20 75º 
3, 1000 
4, 19 00 
18, 179 52 
19, 23 62 
5, 20 00 
6, 276 
7, 444 
8, 1 38 
9, 75 
10, 50 
11, 12'50 
12, 13°50 
13, 3:50 
14, 112 
15, 39 00 
16, 8 00 
20, 4-00 
21, 1:00 
22, 25:00 
23, 34 25 
24, 3°75 
25, 10°00 
26, ` “50 
297, :9"QU^ 
29, t 38 
30, 67 00 
31, 31 25 
32, 38 
33, 2'56 
34, 2°00 
35, 10:00 
36, -5-00 
« 37, 50 

140 14 
$642 55 


388. 


-4 une 


[E continued.) 5 «oo cec 
DR. CHARLES M., eet, Supit, in Account Current with Miis: 
1840. Qe za 
June 27. To cash on.  hand,,. as per account ren- 
bu dered to date»: $140 14 
July 1. To cash received. for. ‘blacksmiths shop 2 25 
1&3, sy dors vus * shoemakers’ do 9 75 
EE? . 4o, . '. , blacksmiths? do ...1 50 
o Be NF do. > -- do do .:.6 38 
A. u^ dii do -: | E i do do 1 50 
6. do. do . do . 4 50 
- 6. . do ` . shoemakers do 50 
d. 4 do. :. - blacksmiths’ do 9 25 
8. do Co + do do 2 00 
9. do.. do .,do 262 
Oe af do^: > shoemakers’ do 2 50 
. 10. do .. blacksmiths’ do -1 50 
dg: do :  ' shoemakers! do 25 
14. .— do  . .. blacksmiths’ do 15 
15. do. - .. , do do  .. 1.50: 
16. .— do 4 ^ Shoemakers’ do 30 00 
18. .do . ;.; blacksmiths’ do 1 12 
21. a E do do . 3 00 
23. do do do 3 50 
24. do ... . do > do  .16 13 
25. | do o do do ' 5 75 
27. |.  . do , . shoemaker? do  . 50 
. o9. l do ,.. blacksmiths’ do 8 00 
. 98. „do . + . Shoemakers’ do 1 87 
- 98. do  ;.. blacksmiths’ do 5 00 
30. . do . . Sundries 2 50 
31. . do. » ^ shoemakers’ shop 2 25 
Aug.1. | . do . ^, blacksmiths’ do .:6 00 
3. . do ^. sys do do '4 00 
5. .do ss do do 6 00 
6. |. - de ar do do 1 87 
6. do. =~ = ghoemakers” do 5 00 
(UR a do = ^" blacksmiths’ do 1 50 
, 8. . do ..:..: do «` do 4 12 
.- 10. do . +. shoemakers’ do :2 00 
.10. | . de +» blacksmiths’ do *3 00 
1l. . do: ^7.-  shoemakers! do . 87 
IS Loa does. x d do 4:3 00 


"Amount estica Bice mas ^ i 8802 87 


[F: “continued. F: 


£ i t yey ER 
BAS s i 


Penitentiary, n July 1,to Sep. 30, 1840, ‘both dates inclusivo, € eR. 
E tê Sue E : Sexy Pon “gr 
l | 840. p , a i n FA + tas - 


o E jj X E cui pottan xo. — 
Jüly 11. By amount ja John Hall P 38, «9 00 
me 15. “do « YJ. McAllister: a 39, «$5 52 
, 22. "do: oe ^r Ray.& Vicksburg Ys 
E a Rail Road '- 40, ‘31 27 
o € gos William Wimsatt 14, ^ 200 
e ie for'shoe thread s.book, ^ 25 
28. "do Ss Manuel Goodlów 41, 3 00 
30. “do : Daiitel Thomas - 42, -40 00 
Aug. 3. do ' Benj. T Ferring 43, :^' 50 
S d. “doo: ^v Benj. T. Ferring 44, " 50 
14. ‘do.  -"M.Hilzen * ^ 45, '18 23 
“o .1*7Graüberry Hen- i 
27. do 'º dricks 46, -: 12 60 
28. do.  Jr0:Carpenter . 47, 4 25 


Ed n z Ses 
29. © do ‘J.C. Carpenter 48, " 75 
f 3 z » 
31. 2 iu PM 49, ~ 1 00 
já EEA A : i " 
* ese 
RP eo 
Amount carried E - $157 87 
e it vis $55 
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388. 
[F «—continued.] 


DR. CHARLES M. HART, Sup’t, in Account Current with Miss. 


1840. 


Aug. 12. To amount brought up 


66 


cash for work in Shoemaker’s shop 


13. do Blacksmith do- 
14. do . do do 
15. do Shoemaker's do 
16. do. . - do do 
" 17. do Blacksmith do. 
ui do. Shoemaker's do 
18. da. do do 
19. do Blacksmith do 
20. . of, Joseph Lano. 
“6 for. Blacksmith sho 
21. do Shoemaker’s. do 
d do; Blacksmith do 
29. do do do 
és . of James B. Spann 
n for Shoemaker’s shop 
& of James B. Spann 
24.. for Blacksmith shop 
25. do Sundries.. 
27. do Blacksmith shop 
28. do do do 
29. do do do 
31. do do do 
Sept. 1st. do do do 
b do Shoemaker’s do 
2. do Blacksmith do 
66 do Shoemaker’s do 
3. do Blacksmith do 
r? do do do 
8. do do do 
.9. do Shoemaker’s do 
10. do Blacksmith do 
11. do do do 
12. do Shoemaker’s do 
« do Blacksmith do 
14. do Shoemaker's do 
“ do Blacksmith do 
15. do do do 
Amount carried over, 


$302 87 

3 00 
15. 
50 
50 


Qr -J IO Co QU C O“ oo tr CO N © Qt ad Cx =F 09 
$S$999g92d4894d29392298539989258952u9u8s555 
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$414 67 


4 hig i 


[Fi-continued.] 

Penitentiary, from July, 1840, to Sep. 30, both dates-inelusive. CR. 

1840, | 
Sep. 1. By am't brought up, . l $157 87 

. VOUCHER NO. 

* do pd E. M. Avery, 50, 23 88 
3. ‘do George W. Moore, 51, 99 36 
| 5. do George Davis, 52, :19 50 
' 13, do James C. Forest, | 53, 75 
66 do W. H. Mount, 54, 2 50 
14, ‘do S. H. ‘Charles, " 55, 4 50 
15. do R. T.-Baylor, 56, 23 87 
& 'do J. Unger, | 57, i 50 
16. do  Montgomery&Woodman58, 50 
17. do Rhoda'Corley, 59, 3 00 
30. do Richard P. Winslow, ^ 60, . 6 50 


Amount carried ‘over, $342 73 


1390 


[E.—continued. | 
DR. CHARLES JI. HART, Sup't. in, Account Current with Miss. 
1840. VOUCHER. .- 
Sept.15. To amount brought up, ..  :- a $414. 67 
16. cash rec’d for work done in 
blacksmith shop,’shop-book, 3 00 


4 


17. do ^ «do :; do 3 37 
18. do . do. ': do 75 
18. . do shoemaker’s do do . 300 
Qe. ss do do ` .do do 3 00 
21. do  blacksmiths do do 3 00 
21. do penitentiary, cash book, 1 50 
22, do black smith shop, E book, 3 15 
23. do  shoemaker's do 1 50 
23. i do black smith do do 1 50 
24, do: carpenters do do 5 09 
24. do blacksmith do do 1 50 
25. do carpenters do . do 2 50 
25. do black smith do do 7 95 
26. do do do . do 5 37 
30. do do do do 175 

$462 41 


Sept. 30. To balance cash on hand, $119 68 


F E [Ertcontinyen. 
Penitentiary, from J. uly. l, to Sep. B03: 1840,. both dajes, inclusiwes OR. 


Pes D ta 


1840. o^ e E 
Sept.30...By amount brought Up: senes E 034273 
EEES Balance, E I Sin . 119 68 
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[F.—continued. | 
DR. CHARLES M. HART. Sup't, in Account Current with: Wiss. 


1840. 
Sept. 30. To cash on hand as per account ren- 


dered to date $119 68 
ct. 1. To cash rec'd for work in blacksmiths’ shop 1 38 
2. do *s do | 112 
3. do do tt 00 
5. do do 3 50 
6 do do. 6 87 
66 do in carpenter do 3 00 
T. do in blacksmiths’ do 5 25 
e do of Charles Bordwell 13 00 
8. do . m blacksmiths’ shop 2 00 
10. do. of Hiram G. Runnels 3 50 
é do m blacksmiths’ shop 1 00 
« do of Hiram G. Runnels 14 13 
15. do in blacksmiths’ shop 1 50 
17. do do 2 00 
20. do of R. H. Briscoe 7 15 
ee do of sundries 7 25 
« do in blacksmiths’ shop 5 50 
s do of sundries 5 75 
: do of Mrs. Sarah Phillips 37 14 
29, do of James Anderson 10 00 
66 do of A.S. Alexander 38 
« do in blacksmiths’ shop 2 25 
- 23. de do 8 25 
24. do do 75 
u do in shoemakers’ shop 10 13 
“ do of Jonas Kerr 2 50: 
26. . do of sundries 19 75 
“ do in blacksmiths’ shop 2 75 
28. do do 5 50 
29. do do 12 81 
30. do do 1 50 
e do of Graves & White 10 25 
is do of Thomas Graves 75 
^ do of John C. Long 3 00 
e: do of N. McCoy 3 00 
31. do in blacksmiths’ shop 2 00 | 
« do in penitentiary 50 00 
Nov.2. in blacksmith shop 38 


Amount earried over, $399 27 


999 


Penitentiary, from Oct Ito Nov;22, 1840,'both-dates.inclusive. CR. 


1840. VOUCHER NO. 
Oct. 10 By am’t paid J.C.-Carpenter ^ 61, 
" :do . Hilzem à 62, 
jx do . Mrs.Sarah;D.Ripley 63, 
19 do James Anderson 64, 
6 do R. H. Briscoe 65, 
20 do Mrs. Sarah Phillips 66, 
22 do. Vicksburg and Jackson 
Rail Road 67, 
24 do James H. :Kerr 68, 
26 do -Hull& Ware 69, . 
« do | Baniel.McCann 70, 
28 do Rich'd P. Winslow 71, 
29 do Graves & White 79, . 
30 do . Jehn.C. Long 73, 


Ámount carried over, 


e: 


$248 89 


‘394 


LF .—continued. | 
DR. CHEER M. HART, Sup't in Account Current with Miss. 


1840. o "VOUCHER. 5| 

Nov.2, T6-amount brought Up v $398 27 

3, | cash received for work done in 
i - " black-smith shop; shop book, 3 50 
4, c dö do do 25 
Tone — 5 do do. " do ` 300 
GT S - do’. do: do : 150 
7, do do : do -> 150 
9, do “do do 2 25 
10, do of Wm.H. Washington, do 31 00 
14, 2 do in shoemaker’s shop, do 2 00 
í7, € do - blacksmith do do 3 75 
18, do do | do do 187 
19, do - do do do . 50 
19, do wheelwright do do 20 00 
19, do of J. B. Steger, do 13 59 
20, do in blacksmith shop, do 25 
2l; do ‘do do :* do 3 00 
or do sundries, do 20 50 
21, do do do 24 00 
21, do do do 16 50 
91, do do do 7 95 
To balance, 43 19 
$597 53 

RECAPITULATION. 


Nov.21, To am't. rec’d. from April 13, up to June 30, 1840, ee 55 
do _ do: July 1, up to Sept. 30, do 322 27 
do do Oct. 1, up to Nov. 22, do 484 738 


To balance, disbursements over receipts, 43 12 


$1,442 67 


WILLIAM W. YERBY, Clerk. 


5895 


[F. —continued. | 
Pehitehtiongs mon Oct: Tio Now: 29; 1840, both: bin MD GR. 


vre 


1840. Leo HoR nio LoT uest | hant ¥OUCHERe enni 
‘Oct./30, By antes brought! up, se $248 89 
oe 3,: do. = paid F, :H. Robinson, No.74, : 5 20° 
oS 2 3 .do ~i- do Clinton& Vicksburg R.R. 75, - -21 20 
a : 3, do... do Vicksburg&Jackson do 76, 3 24 
» 4, 5:do:, ‘do George W.: par ee Ty 8612 
a? 55, der: . do «M. :Helzeinj: e 18, : 125 
| 476, do.:. do Reuben Clatke, — . E: 79, '10 00 

7, do? . do:J.: C: McAllister, --. 89, . 2 50 


<16, "doi do J.OzMcAllister, ^: 81, .33 00 

17, do : do-R. G: Davenport, ... 82, .93 90 

* 20, do-...ddiJ. €. Carpenter, |... 83, 6308 

. “20, do: do James Anderson, +. 84, 5000 

"20, .do - do Charles Bordwell, +. 85, : 300 

: 21, da ` -da Johu:iSmyth; .* 86, --.20 00 

21, do ‘do. H. G Fisher, < o 87, 710 90 

oi 21, “do”. do W. W. Yerby, .. 88, :10 50 

. 7, 4.91, do.  de:;G. & Carter 89, “38 00 

s» 791, do! - do John: oe ' 90, 1675 

o T i p ENG P $597 53 

Nov.21, a babes E E | E $43 12 
. RECAPITULATION. 


Nov.21, By am’t. disb’r "d. from April 18, to June 30, 1840, $502 41 
do , do . July 1, up to Sept. 80, do 34273 
do `` do Oct.1, up to Nov. 99. do ‘597 53 


o $1,442 07 
^» C. M. HART, COL ur 


“+. n 
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Hinos County. 

PERSONALLY appeared before M undersigned, mayor of the 
city of Jackson, and ex-officio justice of the peace, in and for said 
county, CHARLES M. HART, Superintendent, and WILLIAM 
W. YERBY, Clerk of the Mississippi State Penitentiary, who make 
oath the several returns, accounts, and inventories contained in the 
within eighteen pages, are correct and true in every respect, to the 
best of their knowledge and belief. 

C. M. HART, Superintendent. 
WILLIAM W. YERBY, Clerk. 


S worn to and subscribed before me the 3d day of December, 1840.. 
J. P. OrpHam, Mayor of the city of Jackson, 
and ez-officio Justice of the Peace. 


-896 


G 
DR. Individual balances due mn the Work Shops. of. the Miss. 
To amount of balance due from DER Sarah Phillips, $38 :11 


:do do do 
do ‘do -do 
ado :do do 
do do do 
do do "do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do -do 
do do do 
:do do do 
‘do do do 
do do -do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
‘do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
to do do 
do do do 


To balance due the Penitentiary, 
WirnLiAM W. Yersy, Clerk. 


Charles Lynch, 65 00 
Aug's. B.Saudders, 13 75 
James J. Bryant, t 50 
Burr Garland, 2 56 
William M. Gwinn, 1 50 
Mrs. Sarah Carr, 75 
Perry Cohea, 22 31 
William W. Yerby, 4 00 
Reuben Clarke, | 12 75 
George Finucam, 2 00 
John Downton, 2 00 
William.H. Young, 19 37 
John McAllister, 1 95 
Reese Hatcher, 1 95 
E. S. Pettit, 25 
George W. Moore, 13 00 
Alfred Dixon, 5 25. 
John Holland, 21 25 
Anderson Kidd, 1 87 
Hiram G. Runnels, 4 75 
Charles M. Hart, 12 00 
Gen. William Clark, -29 50 
"Graves & White, 24 75 
Henry ‘White, 5 00 
Henry ‘Eldridge, 4 50 
Stark& Butterworth, 4 00 
$314 22 
$313 47 


993: 


[G.—continued.] 
Pen’ry, astaken from the books in Clerks’ office, Nov. 22, 1840. CR. 
By. amount overpaid, by R- H. Briscoe, | 75 
' Balance, - | - $313 47 


H 
i. 


| $314 929 
C. M. HART, Superintendent. 


Income of Mississippi Penitentiary. 


marea e nnns TTS NR EE ned 


— 


Blacksmiths’ Shop. 
Stock and tools on hand, 13th April, 1840, 
Stock and tools since purchased, including coal, 
Tools made in shop, $34, repairs to tools, $25, 


Received and charged for work done and sold, from 13th 
April, 1840, pertaining to blacksmiths’ shop, 
Stock and tools on hand, 22d November, 1840, 


Exceeding disbursements on account of blacksmiths’ shop, 


Carpenters’ Shop. 
Stock and tools on hand, 13th April, 1840, 
Stock and tools since purchased, 
‘Pools made in shop, 


Received and charged for work done and sold, from 13th 
April, 1840, pertaining to carpenters’ shop, 
Stock and tools on hand, 22d November, 1840, 


Exceeding disbursements on account of carpenters’ shop, 


$ none. 
363 63 
59 00 


1,414 63 
662 50 


$422 63- 


2,077 13. 


404 68 


2,151 50 


us 


1,746 82 


f 


CS 


woe 
beaa f urm e 
vn p :9 
$1654 50: oy 
" are co 


Shoemakers’ Shop. 


Stock and tools on hand, 13th April, 1840, none. 
Stock and tools since purchased, 74 32 
74 32 E 
Received and. charged’ ‘for work done and sold from 13th EE 
A pril, 1840, pertaining to shoemakers shop, 488 76 ao cg 
Stock and tools on hand, 22d N Syemper, no 135 00 ' EIL 
ssp 1: x" m UTE : 623 76 TEN 
Bsébéta dibtigoneit-on accourit of: stiosrieers’ shop, - s : HE s 549 4405 
pegando e má ^ FWehbrights Ship.” : E 
Stock and tools on hand, 13th April, 1840,. none. Ses 
Stock and’ tools since ‘parehased, n PN . ' 10 45 ibd Soh FST gs 
ideas and. charged ‘for. work: done, T sold from 13th | es "a na 
EU 1840, pertaining to whéelwrights’ shop, 184 50 p 
,Btock:and tools. on hand, 22d cur 1840, 500 00 = m Ne 
Quinta toii, s eU LE qur. 684 50 DH Bie 
ilixeeeding: disbursements o n account of wheelwrights’ shop, - - 2 es 674 05 
fees EYP CE pio FE" 4. r uU 5.1 23° Brae” is 2 3 Eum 
Ru epa $4,624 81 


WILLIAM W. YERBY, Clerk., 


J& pee cep 


Expenditures of Mississippi Penitentiary. 


Provision. 
Provision on hand, 13th April, 1840, 
Provisions since purchased, . 
Provisions on hand, 22d November, 1840, 
| Leaving for amount consumed, - 
Clothing and Bedding. 
Clothing and bedding on hand, 13th A pril, 1840, 
Clothing materials and bedding since purchased? 


Clothing materials, and clothing on hand, 22d November, 1840, 


Leaving for amount consumed, 
Hospital. 
Medicines on hand, 13th April, 1840, 


Medicines and hospital stores-since purchased, - 
Medicines on hand of above stores, 22d November, 1840, 
` Leaving for the amount expended for medicines and hospital stores, 


Balance gain to the Institution, - 


4 


+- 


re 6 


CD uia Den MAR qm ed 
"e 


$434 72 


316 42 


44 00 


$795 14 
3,899 67 


$4,624 81 


['ponuiuoo—*n] 


- 


O 


co H 


Income. 


From blacksmiths’ shop, 
From carpenters’ shop, 
From shoemakers’ shop, 
From wheelwrights’ shop, 


To balance, gain to the Institution, 


bir «4. 


5 v & G 


RECAPITULATION. 


$1,654 50 - 


1,746 84 
549 44 
674 05 

$4,624 .81 


pee 


$3,829 67 


Expenditures, 
Amount paid for provision, $434 72 
Amount paid for clothing and bedding, - 316 42 
Amount paid for medicines, 44 00 
By balance, gain to the Institution, 3,829 67 
. $4,624 81 
[om 


C. M. HART, Superintendent, 


['ponunuoo—g] 


tor 
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EAD 
DESCRIPTION OF MONEYS taken from the CONVICTS at the time of admittance in the Mississippi Pen- 
itentiary, together with other property, with the supposed value. 


22 Bank notes of Mississippi and Alabama Real Estate Banking Co., denomination $50 each, $1,100 

40 Bank notes of Mississippi and Alabama RealEstate Banking Co., denomination 20each, ^ 800 

19 Bank notes of Mississippi and Alabama Real Estate Banking Co., denomination 10each, 190 
2 Bank notes of M'ssissippi and Alabama Rail Road Company, denomination 50each, 100 


| d 


1 Bank note of Mississippi and Alabama Rail Road Company, ^ ^ denomination 25 25 
à Bank note of the Bank of Grenada, Mississippi, denomination 10 10 
1 Bank note -of the Bank of Wetumpka Trading Company, Alabama, denomination 10 10 
1 Bank note of the Tombigbee Rail Road Company, ) denomination 10 10° 


x ‘ ; ———$ 2,245 00 
This money was taken from Convict, No. 13. 


2 Silver Watches, supposed to be worth $10, each, 20 00 
-1 Stud, or shirt button, set with transparent chrystal or stone, supposed to be worth 2 50 
22 50 
1 Silver Watch, belongs to convict, No. 26,—and watch and button to convict, No. 19,° ooo 
$2,267 50 


C. M. HART, Superintendent. 


— 
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REPORT OF THE PHYSICIAN. cu 
The Physician: to the Penitentiary of the state of. Missis 
sippi, begs leave to report: and takes pleasure in announ- 
cing, that'the average condition of the health of the prison- 
ers receivéd, up to this time, has in the-last three months 
continued to improve, and at this moment not a solitary 
case stands recorded on the sick Jist. = a 
In the months of May, June, and July, many cases of dis- 
ease made their appecrance; of which, fever, diarrhea, dys- 
entery, rheumatism, &c. were the chief. These, it is true, 
under ordinary circumstances, might be considered incident 
to the season; yet a different opinion, to some extent, would 
seem to be supported from the diminution-of cases, notwith- 
standing the gradual increase of prisoners, as the-autumn— 
the harvest-of disease in this climate—-approached. ‘This is 
an'importàrit fact, and goes far to prove, that the airy and 


elevated location of the mstitution, and the cleanly and well 


ventilated condition of the apartments, render it less obnox- 
ious to disease, particularly the autumnal fevers, than per- 
haps any other point in the surrounding country. 

The sickness, therefore, which occurred in the early part 
of the summer, was not dependent' upon the season; but 
may be attributable to a variety of causes, the principal of 
which may be traced in the change of habits of the prison- 
ers,—the removal from long and close confinement in coun- 
ty jails to suddén and unavoidable exposure to the sun and 
open air, in the pursuit of their various avocations,—to 
the change of diet and water,—to previous habits of drunk- 
enness, debauchery, and other excesses, which are but too 
common among those who find their way to the cells of the 
prison-house. 

The prolific cause, and obstinate continuance, however; 
of two of the most formidable diseases whieh ocearred,— 
diarrhea and dysentery,—of which no less than forty cases 
stand recorded on the journal, was attributable, in the opin- 
ion of the physician, to the town spring-water;with which the 
prisoners were supplied, before the cisterns were completed. 
This impression-being communicated to the superintendent, 
all necessary precautions were immediately taken -to pre- 
vent its ‘being given to the sick, and a speedy and permanent 
recovery followed in cases which had -previously resisted 
all remedial: means with peculiar obstinacy. Since the cis- 
tern and lake spring-water have been in use, not more than 
two or three cases have occurred, and those supe: vening or 
consequent upon other diseases. E 
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But two deaths have occurred since the establishment of 
this institution; one from suicide, the other a man of feeble 
constitution and depraved habit, who was found in the morn- 
ing struggling in a fit of epileptic convulsions, which termi- 
nated his existence m a few hours. . 

JOS. F. MONTGOMERY, 
Physician to the Penitentiary of the State 
of Mississippi, at Jackson. 

Jackson, Dec. 31st, 1840. 


CLERK'S OFFICE, MISSISSIPPI PENITEN vr 
Jackson, January 5th, 1841. 
To his Excellency, 
A. G. MNvrr. 

Srr:—l have the honor of placing before your Excellency, 
a statement of the affairs of the penitentiary, from the 23d 
day of November up to the 31st of December, 1840, both 
dates inclusive. The income from the different sources, 
amounting to $421 50—four hundred and twenty-one 
50-100 dollars; and the cash disbursements during the same 
time amounting to $90 31—ninety 31-100 dollars, which, 
added to the deficiency as reported up to 22d November 
last, of $43 12—forty three 12-100 dollars, shows a balance 
of cash in favor of the institution of $350 19—three hundred 
and fifty 19-100 dollars. The large amount of income 
during the past month, is accounted for in the collection of 
claims agains: individuals who have heretofore had work 
done in the shops of the penitentiary. 

The convict George W. Ridings, reported to your Excel- 
lency as having made his escape from prison on the 21st of 
October last, was apprehended in Pike county in this State, 
and returned to the penitentiary on the 24th November, 
having been absent one month from the time of his escape. 
This convict escaped through the carelessness of the guard 
employed to take charge of him, and who was forthwith 
dismissed from the penitentiary. 

A serious accident occurred in the institution on the night 
of the 29th December last, resulting in the death of convict 
“No. 33, named William Whaler, who was convicted in the 
Adams county Circuit court, at its November term, 1840, 
of the crime of “sodomy,” and sentenced to the penitentiary 
for the term of seven years. lt appears that when he was 
delivered at the prison on the 29th of November, by the 
sheriff of Adams county, the sergeant of the guard, as is 
usual when convicts a1e brought to the penitentiary, ordered 
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the prisoner (with three others who were received at the 
same time) to the cells, to be clothed in the uniform of the 
prison, prior to their being given over to the clerk of the 
penitentiary, to take their description as to age, height, &c. 
When the prisoner Whaler first passed to the cell allotted 
to him, he carried in with him a small bundle containing a 
shirt and two vests, rolled up in a handkerchief in so small 
a compass as to escape the observation of the guard, and 
within this bundie he had concealed a razor. After going 
into his cell, he threw the bundle in the corner under his 
bunk, as to prevent its being seen by persons passing the 
door of the cell; and as no suspicion was entertained of his 
committing violence upon himself, no search was made at 
night when the prisoner was locked up. About half-past 
nine o'clock at night, the guard on duty hearing an unusual 
noise in tlis cell, unlocked the door and found the prisoner 
lying upon the floor, covered with blood; he immediately 
gave the alarm, when medical assistance was sent for, and 
the wound, which was around the throat, bandaged up. and 
every thing done that could tend to his comfort. "The un- 
fortunate man is supposed to have committed the rash act 
some time before the guard discovered him. He died in 
consequence of the wound about two o'clock next day. 

There are now confined in the prison thirty-two—32 con- 
victs, having received five since my last report, and among 
these last received is a female, convicted in the Adams 
county Circuit Court of the crime of “grand larceny,” and 
sentenced to the penitentiary for three years. 

The Inspectors of the Penitentiary at their meeting in 
November last, authorized the Superintendent to advertise - 
in the newspapers (in pursuance to the 26th section of an 
act in relation to the penitentiary) to furnish the convicts 
with provision by contract, as it was found that the income 
of the shops would not be sufficient to purchase provision 
and materials to carry on the shops with, both of which had 
to be paid in current funds. The superintendent informs 
me he had an advertisement inserted in newspapers pub- 
lished at the city of Jackson, at Raymond in this State, and 
at Vicksburg, and that proposals were open until the 25th 
December last, but that no offer to take the contract was 
made within the time. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
WILLIAM CLARK, 
President of the Board of Inspectors of the 
Penitentiary of. the State of Mississippi. 
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Mr. Johnson offered the following resolution, to wit: - 

Resolved, 'That the report made by the committee on the 
penitentiary, be referred to the same committee with in- 
structions to call the same witnesses before them, whose 
evidence is relied upon as the foundation of their report, and 
give the keeper and inspectors notice that all of them have 
the privilege to be present and cross examine said witness- 
es, and also to introduce rebutting testimony to free them- 
selves, or either of them, from censure: 

Which was not adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Offutt, 
The report of the committee was received and agreed to. 
And on motion of Mr. Roberts, 

One hundred and fifty copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Yerger, from the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of John M. Chilton and Jane Magee, re- 
ported a bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of.John M. 
Chilton, administrator, and Jane Magee, administratrix of 
Eugene Magee, deceased,” 

Which was read the first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Yerger, 

The report of the committee was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Owen, from a select committee, made the foilowing 
report, to wit: 

Mr. SerAkEn— The committee to whom was referred a 
bill entitled “an act to repeal an act entitled an act grant- 
ing premiums to persons killing wolves in Tippah, Marshall, 
Chickasaw, Neshoba, Newton, Lafayette and Ponola coun- 
ties," approved May 13, 1837, ask leave to report the bill 
as amended. 

The bill accompanying the foregoing report 

Was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Owen, 
The report of the committee was received and agreed to. 
And on motion of Mr. Owen, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and said bill was read a 
second and third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Rayburn, by lcave, introduced a bill to be entitled 
*an act to authorize the trustees of section sixteen, of 
township twenty-five, of range 4 east, in the county of Yal- 
lobusha, to make deeds thereto," ; 

Which was read the first time, and 

On moticn of Mr. Rayburn, - 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and said bill read a second 
and third time forthwith, and passed with its title as stated. 
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Mr. Smiley, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to incornorate the William Dale Lodge, No. 9, of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in Amite county,” >- 

"Which was read the first time, and . 
On motion of Mr, Smiley, | 
: Fhe constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and said bill read a second 
and third time forthwith, and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Watkins, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 
*an act to repeal in part an act declaring the Octibbeha and 
Yoc-a-nu-ka-ny rivers navigable streams, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved January 30, 1839, - 

Which was read the first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Watkins, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three. 
several days was dispensed with, and said bill read a second 
and third time forthwith, and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Baldwin, by leave, introduced a .bill to. be entitled 
“an act for the relief of the tax collector of Yallobusha 
county, and for other purposes," 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Baldwin, . 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and said bill was read a 
second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Rayburn, 

Was referred to a select committee of three, consisting of 
Messrs. Rayburn, Baldwin and Wood. > 

Mr. Barringer gave notice that he would on to-morrow 
introduce a bill entitled “an act to establish a University iu 
the state of Mississippi.” 

Mr. Yerger, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act concerning joint estates,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Yerger, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to incorporate the officers and members of Warren 
Lodge No. 3, of the Independent Order of Odd Feliows, in 
the state of Mississippi, at Vicksburg,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Yerger, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and said bill read a second 
time forthwith, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Yerger, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to incorporate religious societies worshipping according 
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to the constititution and usages of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Yerger, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act authorizing the taking of depositions of witnesses who 
live in a county different from that in which the suit may 
be pending,” 

Which was read. the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Yerger, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
second time forthwith, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bynum moved to re-consider the vote taken. yester- 
day on the question to lay a resolution. on the table in rela- 
tion to the two per cent. fund, 

Which was lost. 

The Speaker announced that the hour (11 o'cloek) had 
arrived, and the special order for that hour was taken up; 
to wit: 

The bill to be entitled “an act increasing the powers and 
duties of Probate Courts, and for the protection of or- 
phans;" 

Was read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 

The blank in said bill was filled with *one thousand dol- 
lars,” and two hundred copies thereof ordered to be printed 
for the use of this House. 

. Regular orders of the day: 

The bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the county po- 
lice of Copiah county to expose to public sale all the depre- 
ciated bank paper in the treasury of said county,” 

Was read the third time. | 

On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, 

The following amendment to the title thereof was adopted, 
to wit: 

Amend the title thus: 

A bill to be entitled “an-act to authorize the county: police ` 
of the several counties in this State to expose to public-sale 
all the depreciated bank paper in their respective county 
treasuries, and for other purposes,” 

And the bill passed with its title as stated.. 

* À joint resolution to Congress relative to a Bankrupt 
law," 

Was read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Magruder,’ 

A call of the House was ordered. 
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Several members not answering-to their names, 
On motion of Mr. Murchison, 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was instructed to bring in the ab- 
sentees. x 

Mr. Jones moved that the call of the House be suspended, 

Which was lost. l 

Mr. Ruff asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr. 
Cunningham, during his indisposition. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, ` 

The call was suspended. 

Mr. Leake offered the following amendment by way of 
ryder, to wit: 

“ Provided, Such law shall include corporations,” 

Which was lost. l 

Mr. Offutt offered the following amendment by way of 
ryder, to wit: 

* Provided, That it ‘shall-not’ include banks and corpo- 
rations,” 

Which was also lost. | 

Mr. Jones moved that the resolution lie on the table, 

Which was lost. l 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the re- 
solution, the ayes and noes having been called for by three 
members, were ordered, and are as follows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen 
of Hinds, Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Besancon, Binford, 
Cook, Crump, Dickson, Downs, Durham, Dobyns, Draughn, 
Dunn, Finley, Fore, Field, Inge, Johnson, Land, Means, 
Mount, Murchison, Maury, Mabry, Magruder, Norris, 
Offutt, Owen, Puckett, Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Shelby, 
Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, Thompson, Tompkins, Wil- 
cox, Watson, Watkins, Wood, Williamson and Yerger—47. 

Noes—Messrs. Acker, Ayres, Berry, Bell, Bradford, Bil- 
lups, Boon, Bynum, Cole, Draine, Ellis of Copiab, Ellis of 
Jasper, Ellis of Newton, Evans, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, 
Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Holland, Jones, Kilgore, 
Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Marsh, McGowan, Prew- 
ett, Rayburn, Roberts, Turner, Terrell, Wagster and Wo- 
mack.—36. j 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Shoemaker moved to call from the orders of the day, 
a bill to be entitled “an act authorizing the trustees of the 
sixteenth section of township 9, range 6 east, to make cer- 
tain titles therein named,” 

Which was not sustained. l 

The bill to be entitled “an act to secure to Clerks of-Pro-. 
bate the collection of their legal fees,” 
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Was read the second time. 

Mr. Watkins offered the following amendment, to wit: 

« Be it further enacted, That all the fees of said officers, 
shall be reduced 25 per cent.,” e 

Which amendment was lost. 

Mr. Puckett offered the following amendment, to wit: 

“The provisions of this act not to affect any citizen of 
Rankin county,” 

Which amendment was also lost. 

Mr. Euckett moved that the bill be committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole House, and :nade the order of the day 
for to-morrow, 

Which motion did not prevuil. 

Mr. Mount moved that said bill be indefinitely postponed, 

Which was lost, and 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill read a third 
time forthwith and passed, with its title as stated. 

» The bill to be entitled “an act to amend the Militia law 
of this State," 

Was read the second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Owen, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was dispensed with, and the bill considered as 
engrossed, read the third time and passed with its title as 
stated. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to change 
and prolong the time of holding the Circuit Court of Tip- 
pah county,” 

Was read the third time. 

Mr. Runnels offered the following amendment, by way of 
ryder. to wit: i 

“Section 4. Be it further enacted, That hereafter the 
circuit court of Hinds county shall be held on the third 
Mondays in June and December, and may continue six 
weeks, if business so long require, and no longer. 

“Section 5. Be it further enacted; That all subpcenas, 
writs, and process, bonds, recognizances, and other pro- 
ceedings, which may have issued, been taken, or entered 
into, or made returnable, requiring the appearánce of any 
person or property in said county of Hinds, at the time 
which the courts have heretofore been held in said county, 
shall be and they are hereby made returnable, at the periods 
mentioned for the holding the courts m the said county of 
Hinds, and all causes and proceedings which may remain in 
the courts of said county shall stand as if the same had been 
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continued to the terms of said court to. i Holden, as here- 
inbefore directed and prescribed;” 

Which was adopted, and said: bill with its ryder passed 
with its title as stated. 


Mr. Evans, from the- committee to whom was ered 


the bills in relation to putting in liquidation the Mississippi 
Union Bank, the Planters’ Bank, and the Mississippi Rail 
Road Company, asked to be, and. was excused from. serving 
on said committee, dnd.the chair appointed i in his stead’ Mr. 
Stewart. 

The bill to be entitled “an act’ ‘declaring Hobolockitto 
creek a navigable stream,” 

Was read the second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill read the third 
time, and passed with its title as "stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the practice | of 
the circuit courts upon new suits, and for cus purposes,” 

Was read the secona time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Yerger, 

Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on ‘to-morrow. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to amend the several acts 
now in force in relation to original attachments,” 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Goode offered the following amendment,.to wit: 

“Amend by adding the following section: 

“Section ——. Be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the several acts to which this is intended as an amend- 
ment, are hereby extended so as to authorize the issuing of 
original attachments in all cases where the creditor will 
make oath as therein directed that his or her debtor is about 
to remove his or her effects out.of this state,—so that he or 
she is apprehensive of being compelled to sue in another 
state, in order to recover his or her debt.” 

Which amendment was adopted, and, 

On motion of Mr. Goode, 

The bill with its amendments was ordered to be engr ossed 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The bill to be entitled *an.act for the relief of John Old- 
ham, tax collecior of Carroll county,” 

Was read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Maury, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill read the se- 
eond and third time lard: and ee with its title as 
stated. TA M 
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The bill to be entitled “an act to secure the rights of ap- 
pellants and plaintiffs in error, and for other purposes,” 
Was read the second time, and, 
- On motion of Mr. Murchison, 
Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 
Mr. Murchison moved to call from the orders of the day 
No. 107, 
Which was not sustained, i 
The bill to be entitled “an act regulating the taking and 
use of depositions in certain cases,” 
Was read the second time, and, 
On motion of Wood, 
Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 
The bill to be entitled “an act concerning the assessor 
and collector of taxes for the county of Tippah,” 
Was read the second time. 
Mr. Thompson moved the suspension of the rule, to the 
end that the bill be read the third time, 
Which was lost. 
Mr. Wood moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed, 
Which motion did not prevail, and, 
On motion of Mr. Thompson, 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and made the spe- 
cial order of the day for 12 o’clock to-morrow. 
On motion of Mr. Roberts, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. . 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. : 

The special order of the day for 3 o'clock'was announced, 
to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act in relation to the collection 
of the income of the penitentiary, and for ether purposes." 

The House resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Roberts in the chair, and after some time spent in the 
consideration of said bill, the committee rose and reported 
the bill with amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The report of the committee of the whole .was received. 

The following amendment, reported by the committee, 
was read and adopted: 

And be it further enacted, That the clerk of the peniten- 
tiary shall give a bond to the Governor and his successors 
in office, with two good securities, approved by the Gov- 
ernor, in the sum of three thousand dollars, conditioned that 
he discharge his duty as clerk, pay over all the money that 
may come into his hands as clerk, according to the forego- 
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ing provisions, and make out all reports for himself, the 
keeper, and inspectors of the penitentiary, whenever they 
may be called for by the Governor, or either branch of the 
legislature.” 

The following amendment, reported by the committee of 
the whole, was adopted: 

. Strike out the words, “master workman,” wherever it 
may occur, in the first section, and insert the words “keeper 
of the penitentiary.” 
On motion of Mr. Runnels, : 

The bill with amendments was ‘referred to a committee 
2 consisting of Messrs. Allen of Hinds, Runnels and 

utt. 

Mr. Wilcox made the following report, viz: 

Mr. SerAkER:— The select committee to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the institu- 
tion of a suit in chancery, in behalf of the state, for the pur- 
pose of putting the Mississippi Union Bank into liquidation, 
and for the better husbanding the effects thereof;” “a bill to 
be entitled an act to secure tbe people against taxation to 
pay state bonds,” and a bill to be entitled “an act to put 
certain banking institutions, therein named, into liquidation, 
and to pay state bonds, and for other purposes,” have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to re- 
port the accompanying bill, to. be entitled “an act to place 
the Mississippi Union Bank in liquidation, to secure her as- 
sets for the payment of the state bonds.issued for her ben- 
efit, and to save the people from burthensome taxation," as . 
a substitute for so much of said several bills as refer to the 
Mississippi Union Bank, the passage of which substitute 
they respectfully recommend, and pray to be discharged 
from the further consideration of so much of said bills as re- 
fer tothe Mississippi Union Bank. All of which is respect- 
fully submitted. 

G. H. WILCOX, Chairman. 
On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The report of the committee was received and agreed to, 

and the bill read the first time. 
On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 
The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 


several days, was dispensed with, and the bill read a second 
time. 


On motion of Mr. Runneis, 
. Ordered, that 500 copies of said bill be printed. 
On motion of Mr. Roberts, 
The vote just taken, upon printing 500 copies of said 
bill, was reconsidered, and, | 
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On motion, 
: Two hundred copies were ordered to be printed. 
Mr. Wilcox moved t'.at the bill-be referred to a committee 
.of the whole, and made the special order of the day for 
Monday, at 12 o'clock. 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved that the bill be referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole, and made the special order of the day 
for Tuesday, at 12 o'clock. 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Boon; 

The bili was referred to à committee of the whole, and 

made the special order of the day for to-morrow, at 12 
o’clock, M. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their s secre- 
tary, which was read. 

Mr. Speaxer:—The Senate have passed a bill to be en- 
titled “an act to Incorporate the town of Canton, in Madison 
county.” 

“A resolution in relation to the Hon. Edward “Turner, one 
of the Judges of the High Court of Errors and Appeals.” 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

The Senate have adopted the following joint resolution: 

Resolved, (With the concurrence of the House of Repre- 
sentatives,) that there be raised a joint select committee, to 
consist of three members on the part of the Senate, and 

— members, on the part of the House, whose duty it 
shall be to examine into the situation of the funds for the 
erection of the State University, and report as to the man- 
ier of appointing trustees in regard to the section of land, 
donated by the citizens of Oxford to the University, and 
have appointed as the committee on the part of the Senate, 
Messrs. Hill, Harley, and Kerr. 
On motion, 

The foregoing resolution from the Senate, was laid upon 
the table. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to incor- 
porate the town of Canton, in. Madison county,” was read 
a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was dispensed with, and the bill read a second 
time. . 

Mr. Watkins submitted the following amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That the said corporation be, 
and they are hereby authorized to create and establish a 
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United States-Bank, with a capital of one hundred millions 
of dollars, to be paid in the Bank notes of the Citizens’ Bank 
of Madison county, and the Real Estate Banking Company 
of said county. 

On motion of Mr, Roberts, 

The amendment was rejected.. — 

Mr. Wood submitted the following amendment: 

“Provided, That the sum of five hundred dollars be ap-' 
propriated out of the treasury for the printing of the same.” 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 

The amendment was rejected, 2» 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 

"The constitutional: rule was further dispensed with, the 
bill read a third time, and passed with the title as stated. 

“A resolution from the Senate in relation to the Hon. Ed- 
ward Turner, one of the Judges of the High Court of Errors 
and Appeals," E E | 

Was read the fist time... 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, . | 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was dispensed with, and the bill read a second 
time. TN 

On motion, the rule was further dispensed with, the bill 
read a third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, tkeir secre- 
tary: o TN o 

Mr. SrEAxER:—The Senate have passed “Resolutions in 
relation to the state bonds.” 

They have passed a bill to be entitled “an act to revive 
the Jackson and Brandon Rail Road and Bridge Company, 
and to seeure to the state of Mississippi the debt due from 
the Mississippi and Alabama Rail Road Company,” and 
have made an amendment thereto, by way of ryder. 

The Senate have passed the bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives to be entitled “an act.to amend an act to divide 
this state into. three districts, for the election. of the Judges 
of the High Court of Ex srs and Appeals, and for the Supe- 
rior Court of Chancery.” | 

. They have made sundry amendments thereto. 
-Iu all of which I am instructed to desire the concurrence 
of the House .of Representatives. 

The Senate have passed the resolutions from the House 
of Representatives in relation to the state bonds, and have 
amended the same by inserting after the word, “Resolved,” 
in the first resolution,: the words “by the legislature of the 
state of Mississippi." 
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in which amendment I am instructed to desire the. con- 
currence of the House of Representatives. 

The following resolutions from the Senate, were taken u 
ana read, to wit: 

1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, That it is the sense of this legislature that the char- 
acter, the standing and true glory of the state depend upon 
the sacred inviolability of its engagements, and therefore 
repudiate the recommendation contained in the message of 
the Executive, not to pay the bonds of the state. 

2. Be it further resolved, That the state will fully recog- 
nize and acknowledge her obligation to pay the bonds of 
the state, amounting to five millions of dollars, sold in 1838 
to N. Biddle, Esq. and will, (if the same shall become neces- 
sary by a failure on the part of the Mississippi Union Bank 
to provide for them,) make every exertion to provide for the 
payment of both principal and interest as the same may be- 
come due. Passed the Senate January 29, 1841. 

JAMES M. DOWNS, Secretary. 
On motion of Mr. Runnels, 
A call of the House was ordered. 
On motion of Mr. Dobyns, 
The absentees were sent for. 
On motion of Mr. Dobyns, 

The further call of the House was suspended. 

Mr. Puckett moved to postpone the further consideration 
of the subject until to-morrow at 11 o'clock. 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Durham moved a division of the resolutions, 

Which was adopted. 

The question being upon the adoption of the first resolu- 
tion, the ayes and noes were called for by the requisite num- 
ber, were ordered accordinply, and are as follows, viz: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of 
Hinds, Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Bradford, Burrus, Bil- 
lups, Binford, Cook, Cunningham, Crump, Downes, Dobyns, 
Draughan, Dunn, Evans, Finley, Fore, Field, Harrington, . 
Inge, Johnson, Jones, Land, Means, Mount, Murchison, 
Mabry, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, Puckett, Rayburn, 
Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stew- 
art, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Watkins, Wood, Wil- 
liamson, and Yerger—50. 

Noes—Messrs. Acker, Ayres, Berry, Bell, Boon, Bynum, 
Cole, Durham, Draine, Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of Newton, 
Ellis of Jasper, Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Harrison, Hol- 
land, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Moody, 
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Marsh; McGowan, Roberts; Turner re Wagter: and 
Womack30.6: o: eri he E : 

- So the first resolution was donis. 

Mr. Durham submitted the; folowing amendment- to. ae 
second resoiution; eed amc H6 tole sv 

» €Striké.out all.-aftér.. the. word Resolved it the second 
resolutio sand insert lia tas 

66 That Mississippi” will pay all ne legal bonds.” ST dps" 

The quéstion being üpon'the adeptionef the amendment, 
the ayes and noes were called for by the requisite, hupiber, 
were ordered, and are as followsa :;: pos $ 

- A yes—Medsrs.. Acker, Ayres; he aon, Berry; Bell, 
Bradford; Boon, Bynum, Cole, Durham, Draino, - Ellis.-of 
Copiah, Ellis of Jasper, Ellis, of Newton; Fore,:Graves, 
Grinstead, Goede,.flarrington,, Harrison, Holland, Kilgore, 
Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Moody, Marsh, McGowan, 
Puckett, Rayburn: ‘Roberts; Forner udi: Wagster “and 
Womack—-36,. -~ |Ñ, l 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen BE Marshall, Allen 
of’ Hinds, Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, :Burrus, Billups; | Bin- 
ford, Cook, Cunningham, Crump, Downes; Dobyns; Draugh: 
an, "Dunn, Evans: Finley, ;.Field;. Inge;: Jóhnsens. Jones, 
Land, Means, Mount, - Murehison,: Mabry, Norris, Offutt, 
Owen, Prewitt, Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, 
Shoemaker: Stewart, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Mar 
kins, Wood, Williamson and Yer ger—45 P 

So the aniendment: was not adopted." ~ . 

: The question. then reeurring-upon, the. adoption. of: ins se- 
cond resolution, and the ayes and.nges: being. called for by 
the requisite;iumher, they were-ordéred, anil are-as follows: 
. Ayes-Mr. Speaker, Messrs; Allez of ‘Hinds, Allen of 
Marshall, Barnes. ‘Barringer, Baldwins: Bradfords-Burrus, 
Billups, Binford, Cook; Cunninghain,. Grump,: Downes, -Dô- 
byns; Draughen, Dunn; Evans, Fiiley,ZEore,- Field, Har- 
tingtón,. Inge, Johnson; Jones, Land, Means; Mount, Mar- 
elíisonm, Mabry, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt; Puckett, Ray- 
burn, Raff, Robinson, Runnels; Shelbys Smiley, Shoemaker, 
Stewart, Thompson, Tompkins, Watkins, Wilcox, Wood, 
Williamson, a | Yerger—50. obie 

Noes—Messrs. Acker, Ayres, Besangon,:: Berry; Bell, 
Boon; Bynum;:Gole, Durham, Drame, Ellis of .Copiah,: Ellis 
of Jasper, Ellis of Newton, Grinsteadj-Goode,-Harrison, 
Holland, Kilgore, Lemley, Leakey Lowe;deggett, Moody, 
Marsh, McGowan,: Roberts, Pure "Terrell, ee änd 
Womack+-30- D RR SE Ae EAE S 

So the second reccltion was. radóptéde: : dai Pulp 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to revive the bon dud 
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ALS: 
Brandon Rail Road-and-Bridge Coinpany, and tó. sécute'to 
the State of Mississippi the debt due from the” Misse pi 
and Alabama Rail Road Company,” ja 
Was read the first time. cM m. 
On motion of Mr. Puckett, Ec XR M. 
The constitutional rule requiring bills. to be réad o on three 


several days was dispensed with, n the bill passed its 
second reading. 


Mr. Leake moved: to print 190 copies of id bill 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, ges 

The bill was ordered to be. engrossed, and referred to a 
committee of the whole, and made the special order of the 
day for 3 o'clock to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tary, to wit: 

Mr. Spraker:—The Senate have passed a bill to bs ‘en: 
titled “an act in relation to the University of the State of 
Mississippi,” 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of. the 
House of Representatives. 

The Senate have passed a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives to be entitled “an act to regulate the fees of cer- 
tain officers therein named, and for other purposes," and : 

A bill to be entitled “an act concerning sheriffs’ commis- 
sions," 

They have amended the two last mentioned bills, 

In which 1 am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

The Senate have disagreed to the RR y thé 
House to the bill to be entitled “an act to amend the reve- 
nue laws of this State," and have instructed me to ask the 
House to recede from said amendment. -- 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to amend an 
act to divide this State into three districts for the election of 
Judges of the High Court of Errors and Appeals, and for the 


Superior Court of Chancery, approved February 15 
1839,” i 


Was read the first time. ps E 
On motion, mE 
The further consideration of the bill was postponed until 
Tuesday at 12 o'clock M.. 
On motion of Mr. Mount, 
The ‘House concurred in an amendment made by the 
Senate to the resolutions in relation to the State vend 
which originated i in the House. ie 
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. On motion of. Mr. Trige, «: uds s 
Leave of absence wás granted to Mr. Magranion” 
On'motion: of Mr. Kilgore; |... .. 
Leave of absence was granted to Mr. J enkins. " 
‘+, Qn motion:of Mr. .Robérts,- `- EX 
The House adjourned until 10.0 "lack tomorrow 


» ” 


" 
e ^— Timo * É ue + 
ea ta t ato 2t, 


SATURDAY MORNING, Javai 0 1 1841. 


E message from the Senate by- Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tar 

Ma. Bohat; — The Senate “have passed bills. from. the 
House of Representatives, of titles, to wit; : 

. A-bill to be entitled *an' nct to:make good. and valid cor 
tain acts of John D. Jennings as Deputy Probate. Olerk of 
Thomas N. Martin”: :- 

A bill ta be entitled “an act to change the time of holding 
the re oe sessions of the Board of Police of Carroll coun. 
ty, an for other purposes,” - 

“A: bill to be entitled “an act to authorise the-£rustees of 
township. ten, range three. east, to rescind the sale of the 
16th section of said township.” -- 

“A resolution‘that the trustees of Jefferson: College be 
authorized to fill such:vacancies as may. exist.. or occur in 
their board until the meeting of.the next Legislature.” 

A bill to‘be entitled “an act to amend an act to incorporate 
the town of Oxford in the. county of Lafayette.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to. change the time of holding 
the Police Court of the county of Marshall.” 

"The Senate-have adhered to their ànendment:to the bill 
from: the House entitled “an act to. regulate the liens of 
judgments and decrees, and have-instructed me-to ask the 
House to recede from their disagreement thereto. . . 

The Senate have stricken the preamp out of the first 
mentioned bill. - 2 

In which I am instructed to: desire the - concurrence of 
the House of Representatives,. ^; ie 

- The Senate have passed - the bill from: the Homo to be 
entitled *an act to incorporate z Toll Bridge Company over 
the Yazoo pass," and a bill to. declare the Lusescoona river 
a navigablestream. — - 

- Mr, Puckett. presented. the petition of Wim, W. Stephens 
of Rankin county, which j 
On motion of Mr, Puckett, - . 
Was referred to the committee on | the judiciary. 
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Mr. Field presented the claim: of: ‘A. B: Dodds for services 
rendered the State of Mississippi ; which” ; 

Ou motion of Mr. Field, was referred to the coniititiee 
on claims. `~ 

Mr. Yerger presented the elsi tC. w Mortis, and 
the petition of H. D. Yeizer, which . 

On motion of Mr. Yerger, 

Were referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Downes presented the memorial of Mississippi, sug- 
gesting the propriety. of asking. Cońgrėss to call a: eonven- 
tion of the people of the United States, for the purpose of 
framing a charter of a ‘Bank -of the United States, ‘which, 
on motion of Mr. Burrus, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Burrus, from the joint committee: on the Séminar y: 
made the following report,-to wit: 

Mr. Spzaxer:— The. standing committee on ‘the’ Semi- 
nary, affer examining the fund which:accrued from the sales 
of the thirty-six sections, donated by Congress, for the pur- 
pose of a Seminary, have instructed me:to makè ‘the: ‘fol- 


lowing 
REPORT: 

Your committee are fully aware that no legislative Seton 
is more indispensable to the honor; dignity, and: ‘pride of our 
State, than the establishment of an institution, upon an-en- 
larged and liberal principle. -. The soas of Mississippi should 
receive the most comprehensive education under the laws, 
customs, and habits of a people with whom they are reared, 
and to whose services they expect to devote: their talent 
and acquirements. -It is awell known principle, that. early 
impressions are adhered to with great tenacity. 

If we desire to ‘perpetuate our free, and yet peculiar in- 
stitutions, let us hold out a sufficient-incentive, that our sons 
will not consider it their interest to leave-their home, for 
the purpose of receiving the most finished:education. a: 

Your committee addressed letter to the Auditor. of Pub- 
lic Accounts, requesting him to give-them.an account of the 
condition of the seminary fund; his answer thereto,. is.ap- 
pended to this report.’ ‘The schedule of the notes. yet: due 
to the seminary fund, as requested by ydur committee; was 
furnished by the ‘Auditor; and: is hereto appended, as-part 
hereof, marked'(A.) By-this schedule, it will appear that 
there is. yet due-to ‘the seminary fund, upoú:notes-in the of 
fice of the Auditor, a sum amounting to: orie:hundred and 
sixty-eight thousand five 'liúndred ‘and eighteen. dollars and 
ninety-two cents; some of which has béen: due. more than 


SIX years, and all of which has been due mote dos two 
years. : 
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Your committee beg leave to óffer the following resolti- 
tions, and ask to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject. : J. R. BURRUS, Cha. . 

1. Resolved by the Legislature of the-State of Mississippi, 
"That it is necessary for the protection of the seminary fund, 
that the Legislature elect commissioners, to take 
charge of the evidences of indebtedness to said fund, with 
power to collect, sue for, or compound. the same; or.any 
part thereof, or to rescind the contracts of sale, and take 
back to:the State, for the.use. of the seminary fund, the 
lands sold, where nothing better can be done. ^  . -. . 

2. Resolved, therefore, That. the Legislature will elect 
commissioners, with the powers and for the purs 
poses above specified. umm "— A ERU 

3. Resolved, That when said commissioners shall have 
executed bond with good security, approved by. the chan- 
eellor, in the penalty of ————-————— dollars, payable to 
the State ‘ôf: Mississippi, and conditional for the faithful per- 
formance of the duties in the, first foregoing resolution spe- 
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cified, and for the payment of all monies collected, accord- 
ing to the future directions of the Legislature,'and shall 
have deposited said bond with the Secretary of'State, it shall 
be the duty of the Auditor of Publie Accounts, to deliver 
to such commissioners, all notes in his possession due, to 
the seminary fund, taking à receipt therefor. l o 

4. Resolved, That it shall be the duty of.said commis- 
sioner, to proceed with all possible despatch, to the collec: 
tion and adjustment of said notes, and shall receive such 
compensation as the Legislature shall appoint ; and should 
such commissioner embezzle, or. fraudulently withhold, or 
squander any of the means of said seminary fund so en- 
trusted to him, he shall upon conviction thereof, pay a fine 
for the use of said fund, of not less than two thousand dol- 
lars, nor more than ten thousand dollars; and: shall be 
deemed infamous, and rendered incapable of holding any 
office of trust or profit m this State. ME 

5. Resolved, That said commissioners be authorized to 
seeure the possession of the land proposed to be donated to 
the seminary, at or near Oxford, and preserve the same from 
waste or injury ; the title to the said land to be-made to the 
State of Mississippi, for the use and benefit of the State Se- 
minary, and shall be exempted from taxation. 


AUDITOR’S OFFICE, 
Jackson, January 25th, 1841. 


Hon. James R. Burrus, Ch'n. &c.- 


Sm: Yours of the 23d inst., on. the subject of the Se- 
minary land fund, is. before me, and in reply to the same» 
1 would state, that in the year 1840, there was paid into the 
State treasury the sum of sixteen thousand four hundred 
and thirty-nine dollars and forty-one cents, on account of 
the said fund. The amount in the Planter’s Bank, at 
Natchez, is seven thousand eight hundred and eighty-nine 
dollars and nmeteen cents; and which added to the: amount 
paid into the treasury, makes the balance which was unac- 
counted for in the report to the Senate, viz: twenty-four 
thousand three hundred and twenty-eight dollars and. sixty 
cents. 

Exhibit marked (A,) accompanying this communication, 
eontains a schedule of the notes which are unpaid, also 
the number and the amounts. 

I am, respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t, 
A. B. SAUNDERS, 
Auditor of Public Accounts. 
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_STATEMEN T “of Seminar 1 Lands. u 


« «PAYER, 
L. B. Stárkes, 
O. C. Brooks, ` 


Isaac Caldwell, ” 
Samuel Smith, 

L. B. Starkes, ; 
H. W. Runnels, ', 
Samuel J. Fox, | 
O. C. Brooks, ' 
R. P. Shelby, ' 
Daniel F. MeCatty, 
Isaac Caldwell, 
Harry Long, 

H. G. Runnels, 

. do ^ 
Samuel Cole, 
Isaac Caldwell, 
W. Strother, 

A. L.'Yeizer, ` 
Harry Long, ’ 

F. Wm. Yeizer, 
H. W. Runnels, 

J. W.N. A. Smith, 
O. É. Brooks, ` 


A. L.'& D, H. Yeizerj . 


Charles B. Green, ` 
William Markham, ' 
Samuel K. Saeed. 
Isaac Caldwell, 
Pearce Noland, 
F.G. Wallington, : 
A. Russell, * 

H. W. Runnels, . 


i 
D 


Isaac Caldwell, 7 


Walter Strother, 


Benjamin Roach, TN 


Samuel Smith, 

` Josiah Bonner, ` 
D. W: Yeizer, `. 
Uriah Flowers; ' 


Amount carried over, ^ ` 


leone Caldwell, 

W. Strother, © ` d. 
H. W. ‘Runnels, . o 
Samuel Cole,  . NOU 


NO. 


AMOUNT. 


E i26 13 
541 56 
3,093 34 
“ 5,440 00 
1,266 66 
“525 56 
'. 583 33 
2,978 83 
“200 00 
45 00 
300 00 
' . 90 66 
4,146 1 


2533 83) 


3,402 66 
3,402 67 
5,984 00 
1,393 33 
'541 67 

|. 595 57 
2,715 66 
'380 00 
3,093 33 
5,690 18 
42 00 
418 00 

. 1,958 04 
| 2,095 “78 
: 9:426 66 


$18,231 77; 


TIME. DUE. . - 


«Qh, 
14 ' é€ 
€€ [14 
[11 « . 
^ ec 22, 
[11 [11 
ce [1-1 
e6 . 6& c 
[11 ^ c 
«e 23, 
[17 €t 
T: e 
oes T: 
de 24, 
January — * 
November ec 
ee 
e 925, 
[11 [11 
ec 26, 
January 2, 
21, 
September 206, 
November 22 
January — 8, 
«€ 26, 
November :21, 
January ^ 1, 
$67, . 2, 
se 21, 
Novembér 25, 
December 24, 
November 21, 
66 <6 
66 “te 
€t [11 
6c 22," : 
' $e "se ` 


ET; 


73 
èg: 


— Lis 
a 33 Noveuter & E 1834, 


"TM 


1835. 


PAYER. 


Amount brought forward, 


L. B. Starkes, 
L. W. Barfeld, 
isaac Caldwell, 
D. F. McCarty, 
Harry Long, 
Jno. W. Hanna, 
D. H. Yeizer, 
F. G. Waddlington, 
Josiah Bonner, 
A. W. Carroll, 
A. Russell, 
Isaac Caldwell, 
H. W. Runnels, 
` do, 

L. Latham, 


Cary D. Runnels, adm’r. 


Charles B. Green, 
William Wade, 
H. Montgomery, 
J. W. N. A. Smith, 
Pearce Noland, 
Jesse Andrews, 
John Tullis, 
John W. Hanna, 
John W. N. A. Smith, 
James T. Sims, 
Thomas J. Cole, 

do. 
A. Russell, 
Samue! K. Sorsby, 
Isaac Caldwell, 
Pearce Noland, 
A. L. & D. H. Yeizer, 
Wm. C. Demoss, 


T. B. J. Hadley, 
George A. Tharpe, 
William C. Demoss,' 
T. B. J. Hadley, 
William C. Demoss, 


Total, 


424 
[STATEMENT of Seminary Lands.—continued. ] 


NO, 


195! 
199 


AMOUNT. 


, 4169 093 95 
AUDITOR’S OFFICE, JACKSON, January 25, 1841. 


a or 
EN 


TIME DUE., 


a. H 


j| November 3 1598. 
do. 
do. . TET 
do. 39, * 
do. [17] LT 
do. 94, « 
do. 20, * 
- do. v € 
do. 28, 1836. 
o 46 
December. 24, 1887. 
January — 2, * 
do. 21, « 
do, [14 éc 
do. 6 c 
do. 25, “ 
do. 26, * 
November 20, * 
do. 21, « 
July , cc ` ke 
November 22, * 
do. 3, Á 
do. 24, * 
do. [11 €€ 
July te «c 
November <s € 
do. € € 
dø., 30, * 
December 24, “e. 
January “a 1888. 
do. .2,*. 
“do. 21, ec 
do. o * 
do, 21, 1835 
November 24, “s 
do. 26, cc HE 
do. 21, 5 
Janua 21, 1836. 
Novembet, 23, 8. 
do... 24, * — 
do. 21, 1837. 
do. 23, ** 
do. 91, é 


= 
dos 
2 "ES " 
LES Sat ne THB wet zx 9 Ee a: S 2 4 “i p 1 
idretistnoseing4on JAUDEFOR'S OFFICE, - j 
3 ^ * 


a 


> 


. On'the 18th November, 1834, © ` ^ $5,200 00 
e "Uj1q8gh "577€ 0 ^ ^ 9,800 00 
“wo ità December “ S 6,500 00 
«* 24th. « & VE = 300 00 
«€: - 97th November, 1835, | ^. 93,100 00 
Nur lith.January, 1836, ` 19,800 00 
.* Both December, * ` "^  ' 27,200 00 
* ' 3rd Ocfobr, = i 44,400 00 


S A A |: $129,300 00 

“The amount remaining unpaid, is one hundred and sixty- 

eight thousand, five hundred and eighteen dollars and ninety- 

two cents; and thé present value of the bank stock, is about 

eighteen dollars per share. — '- o i 

AH of which is most respectfully submitted. | 

on ee V A. B. SAUNDERS, . 
Auditor. 


sai, 
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The resolutions proposed by the committee, contained in 
the foregoing report, were read the first pines ends 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, |. : E Be 

The report of the committee was received and, agreed to, 

And, on motion of Mr. Inge, 

Two hundred copies thereof ordered to. be printed. 

Mr. Crump, from the committee on Propositions and 
Grievances, made the following report, to wit: ` 

Mr. Spraxer—The committee upon Propositions and 
Grievances, to whom was referred the petition of E. S 
Pettit, have had the same under consideration, and have i in- 
structed me to report that the prayer of the petitioner | is 
unreasonable, and should not be granted, which, 

On motion of Mr. Crump, 

Was received and agreed to. i 

Mr. Norris, from the joint standing committee on enrolled 
bills, made the following report, to wit: . 

Mr. SrEAkER— The joint standing committee on enrolled 
bills, have examined bills of the following titles, to wit: 

“An act supplemental to an act entitled an act to provide 
a remedy against Steam Boats and other water crafts, ap- 
proved February 20, 1840.” | 

«An act entitled an act for the reliet of certain tax collec- 
tors therein named." 

“Anact concerning the Probate Court of Holmes county.” 

«An act to repeal an act to incorporate the town of 
Port Gibson, in Claiborne county.” | 

“An act to incorporate Grenada Lodge, No. 6, of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in the town of Grena- 
da, Mississippi.” 

“An act to repeal an act to incorporate: the town of 
Fayette, in Jefferson county.” 

“An act to change the county site of Leake county.” | 

Also, “resolutions by the Legislature of the State of 
Mississippi in relation to State bonds,” 

And found the same correctly enrolled. 

Which bills were signed by the Speaker, on this day. 

Mr. Leake, from a select committee, made the IQUONIDE 
report, to wit: 

Mr. SpeaxEr—The select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of sundry citizens of the town of Col- 
bert, of the county of Lowndes, praying “an act of incor- 
poration," have had the subject of reference under consi- 
deration, and have instructed me to report a bill to be enti- 
. tled *an act to incorporate the town of Colbert, in the 
county of Lowndes," which is herewith respectfully sub- 
mitted. Which report, 
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^ On. motion of Mr, Leake, : - 

Was received, and the bill therein reported was read the 
first time, and, , 

On motion of Mr. Leake, : ) 

The: constitutional rule requiring. bills to be read on » three 
several days was dispensed with, and said bill was read a 
second and third time forthwith, and passed, with its. title as 
Stated. 

Mr. Rayburn, from the committee to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled *au act-for the relief of the tax collec- 
tor of Yallobusha county, and for other purposes," reported 
a bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of the tax collec- 
tor of Yallobusha‘county,” -` 

Which was read the first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Rayburn, | 

" The report of the committee was received and agreed 

to, and, . 
On motion of Mr. Rayburn, . 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was. dispensed with, and the bill was read a 
second and third time forthwith, and passed with its title as 
state 

- Mr. Inge, from a. select committee, made the following 
report, to wit: - 

- Mr. Srraxer—The select committee, to whom was re- | 
ferred the petition .of J. A. Vanheesen, have had, the same 
under consideration, and-have instructed me to report the 
petition back to the house, and beg: leave to be discharged 
from any further consideration of it. 

On motion of Mr. Inge, 

The report of the committee was received and agreed to to. . 

Mr. Mount, from a select committee, made the following 
report, to wit: 

Mr. Spraxer—The select committee to whom was refer- 
red the several bills entitled as follows: 

“An act to secure, the people ‘from taxation to. pay state 
bonds;" 

&An act to put certain. banking corporations therein men- 
tioned into liquidation, and to pay state bonds, and for. other 
purposes;” 

““An act to authorize the inst tution of a suit in chancery 
in behalf of the state, for the purpose of putting the Missis- 
sippi Union Bank in liquidation, and for the better hus- 
banding of the effects thereof; - - 

- Beg leave to report a bill, which i is herewith submitted. 

. The bill to be reported, to wit: 

“A bill to be entitled.“an act to secure the people. against 


taxation to pay the State bonds ‘issued to qoum ‘stock in 
the Planters’ Bank of the State,” | i 
Was read the first time, and, dur gute tise gis 
On motion of Mr. Mount, : 
The report of the committee was received: and agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Mount, i 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was dispensed, with, and the bill was read a 
second time. 

Mr. Murchison moved. that the bill be indefinitely poste 
poned, but, before the question was put, - 

Mr. Wood moved that the House resolve itself forthwith 
into a committee of the whole on said bill, 

Which motion having precedence, was ‘accordingly put, 
and decided in the negative. ' 

Mr. Crump moved that 120 copies of said bill be printed, 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and made the special 
order of the day for Tuesday next at12o0’clock. >. 

Mr. Binford, from a select committee, made the ooa 
report, to wit: 

Mr. Spzaxer:—The select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Samuel B. Marsh, to attach a portion 
of Bolivar county to that of Carroll, have had the same 
under consideration, and have. instructed me to report: 
that in the opinion ofa majority of the said committee, it is 
_ inexpedient to grant the prayer of the said petitioner, and 
beg leave to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the same. 

JOHN A. BINFORD, Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Binford, 

The report was received and agreed to. - 

Mr. Barringer, from the select committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Zachariah C. Alvis, of Lafayette 
. county, reported a bill to'be entitled “an act to divorce 
Zachariah C. Alvis from the bonds of matranony.” 

Which was read the first time. ' 

Mr. Barringer moved that the report of ne committee 
be received and agreed to, 

Which was lost, 

The House refusing to agree to the report of ihe com- 
mittee, the bill was rejected. 

Mr. Maury, from the joint standing committee on claims, 
to whom was referred the bill from the Senate to be 
entitled “an act for the relief of Reuben Leach, of Copiah 
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county;? reported: ithe bill, banks det “the, House prs 
amehdment. : a Less : oes 
On motion of Mr. Manry,- No aes 

The bod of the committee, was reetived and Lagieed o 
aui -: 

On ionan T Mr, Shoemaker, E É 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be: read on. three 
sevéral days: was dispensed-with, and said bill was read the 
third time forthwith, ie M OET n 

And passed with its title-as ea us a ae e 

: Mr. Maury; fiom the committee: on. EA to whom 
was referred ‘sundry documents not proper for the action of 
said committee, asked that the committee.on accounts. be 
discharged from the uniao consideration e the-same; was 
excused, and . puis. a ; l aUo. aR 

"On motion, É 

The documents were referred. to ilie committee on 
claims. - dirus Soc: : 

Mr. Downes, by leave, fe nest “aresglution to “change 
the nineteenth. section of tlie fourth: article of. the. constitu- 
tion,” >. 

Which was. read the first time, 

. And the ayes-and: noes. being taken. on its, passage ‘the 
first time,.which.are as follows, to wit: . 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker;. Messrs. Acker, . Barnes, "Baldwin, 
Besangon, Bell, Bynum, Downes, Durham, Ellis.of Jasper, 
Graves, Lake, Land, Mabry, McGowan, Robinson, Shoe- 
maker, Thampson, ‘Tompkins and Wood— 20. 

Noes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen | of:.Hinds,. Bar- 
ringer, Bradford, Burrus, Billups, Binford, Boon; Cook, Cole, 
Cunningham, Cramp; Dickson, - Draine; Dobyns, Draughan, 
Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of Newton, Evans, Finley,:.Hore, 
Frost, Field, Grinstead, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Hol- 
land, Johnson, Jones, Kilgore, Lowe, Leggett, Means, 
Moody, Maury, Marsh, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, 
Puckett,. . Rayburn: ‘Roberts, Ruff. Runnels, Shelby, 
Smiley, Stewart, Terrell, Wilcox, Wagster aoe Wo- 
mack and Yerger—55. : 

So the resolution was loste. ...— ss: 

Mr..Norris offered the following EDU to wii: mi 

Resolved by: the- Legislaiure,.of the; State of Mi igsissippi, 
That the auditor of public accounts be, and he.is hereby 
required-to:'take the notes, received for: town, lots i in-the 
city of Jackson, -by:: him. placed. in. the. hands. “of. George 
Work, Esq, for: suit, from, his: possession .and control, and 
place the same under. the eee of. the ecc Ben 
eral of the state. ie a 


0e d av^; 
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-Resolved, further, That all suits now pending upon notes 
received as aforesaid, shall be controlled and managed by. 
the attorney general of the state. - | 

On motion of Mr: Norris, ` 

The rule requiring joint resolutions to lie o one day on the. 
table, was dispensed with, and said resolutions read the se- 
. cond time, and adopted. 

Mr. Tompkins, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled: 
“an act for the promotion of justice,” 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Tompkins moved that the constitutional rule requi- 
ring bills to be read on three several days, be dispensed 
with, to the end that the bill be read a second time forth with, 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Land, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to improve the navigation of Tchula rivers and for other 
purposes," 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Land, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on ines 
several days was dispensed with, and said bill read a second 
and third time forthwith, and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Yerger, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an . 
act to provide for funding the treasury warrants of the state ` 
of Mississippi, issued prior to the 1st January, 1841,” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, 

The constitutional rule was dispensed with, and the bill 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, 

One hundred and twenty Copies. were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Thompson moved that the bill be Teferred toa solet 
committee of five, 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Lemley moved to refer the bil toa "m committee 
of the whole for 3 o'clock this id 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, 

The bill was referred to a committee of the whole House, 
and made the special order of the day for Tuesday next at 
12 o'clock. - 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their secretary: 

“Mae: Sreaxer:—The ‘Senate have passed a bill from the 
House to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Fulton Fire 
Engine Company, No. 3, of Vicksburg.” ? -They have 


amended the same, 
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Tn which amendments I am instructed to desire the con- 
currence of the House’of-Representatives. — . 

The Senate have-passed'a bill to be ‘entitled “an act 
prescribing the mode of en nes tina as of insolvencies 
returned by tax-collectors,” 

An which I àm-instructed to desire. the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

* Mr. Norris called: from ‘ the table the communication of 
the: Governor on the contingent fund, and that of the audi- 
tors of public accounts: on -sale of: ‘town lots in J ackson, 
which ón-his motion, 

. Were referred to a select commie of three, with in- 
structions to examine and report'upon the same; Sou 
of Messrs. Norris, Ayres and Barnes. ` 

Mr. Bynum offered the following resolution; to wit: 

- &Resolved, "That the rules of this House be.so suspended 
as to allow: the: introduction:of à bill to be-entitled “an act 
to repeal an act entitled an act for the suppression of tipling 


houses, and to discourage and prevent the ‘odious vice of 
drunkenness.” 


Which was not adopted. 

"Special orders: for 12 o'clock:— 

The bill co be entitled “an act concerning the assessors 
and collectors of taxes for the county ee ae 

Was read the third time, ^ - 

And passed with its title as stated. ©- 

~ The amendnients made by the Senate to the bill from the 
House to be entitled:“an act to.divide this State into three 
districts for theselection of Judges of the High Court of 
Errors and Appeals, and for the Superior Court of Chan- 
ery, appróved February 15th, 1839,” 

Were each severally read and concurred i in. c 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, | : 
"E House » adjourned tà to 3 o'clock p M. 


THREE o'ozoox, 


The special order for 3 o clock: was’ announced; to wit: 

A bill to be entitled *an.act to revive the Jackson and 
Brandon.Rail Road and:Bridge Company, and.to secure to 
the State.of Mississippi, the debt due.from the Mississippi 
and Alabama Rail Road Company.” . 

` “The House resolved.itself into a committee of the whole, 
Mr. Offutt insthe . vu and" after somie time spent in the 
consideration: thereof, . : | 

On motion; * A | E 


The committee rose, and dedo the bil to » the House 
without amendment. 
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-On motion, .: i 7 Cos adie gid 

The report was-received and T ton eu o3 cuente 

Mr. Crump. offered the foliowing sas eid s 2 

Which -was adopted: . 

“And be it further a) That; nothing: romand in 
this act. shall be so construed; as to:makein-any case whht- 
ever, the State of Mississippi responsible: for-any debts here< 
tofere contracted, or which may: héreaftersbe contracted 
for the purpose: of. ‘completing the said rail road, or to:release : 
any claim which the State may now'have;.or may hereaf- 
ter have, against the corporation heretofóre known: ai the 
Mississippi-and Alabama RailRoad and Banking Eus a 
or against the individual members thereof.” . 

Mr. Yerger submitted the: following. amendment, 

Which was adopted: 7 

Amend by inserting aher the word “with”? ‘inthe second 
line of the eighth section, the words, “the: present direc- 
tors and company. cf.” IE" Sait Pec X 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, 

The vote just taken upon the adoption of the additional 
section, was re-considered. 

Mr. Crump offered the. following amendment to -the 
amendment; " 

Which was rejected: : 

“Amend by striking out in the additional section, the 
words * and Banking.” ”- 

The question then recurred upon d EETA of the addi- 
tional section, and'decided.in the.affirmative, - .. 

Mr. Puckett moved the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on tnree several days be dispensed with, to the 
end that the bill PEDE: be read. a third time, and put upon 
lts passage, 

And the aves and noes being alia fòr by. a constitu- 
tional number, they were ordered, and are as-followsz' 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barnes, Baldwin, Besangon, 
Berry, Burrus, Bynum, Cole, Crump, Dobyns, Dunn, Ellis 
of Jasper, Ellis of Newton, Finley, Fore, Field, Frost, 
Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Harrison, Inge, Jones, Leniléy, 
Leggett, Mount, Murchison, .Mooily;. McGowan, Norris, 
Offutt, Puckett, Rayburn,: Roberts, Ruff; Shelby, Smiley, 
Shoemaker, Stewart, Terrell, Tompkins; ee ‘Wood, 
Williamson, Woinack andy Yerger2246,. 1... 

Noes—Messrs. Allen - of: Marshall; ‘Ayres, ‘Barringer, 
Bradford, Billups, Binford,: Bóon, ‘Cuhningham,: ‘Durham, 
Draine, Evans, Harrington, Holland,;Jehnson, Kilgore, 
Leake, Lowe, Land, Means, Marsh, p ‘Furner, 
Thompson and Watkins--24« ZEE ne 


So the constitutional rule; was’ disperisedowith; atid the 
bill'read a. third.timesand: passed; with itsititlecas:stated: 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs; their, Seere- 
tary, to. Wit; oe: em 3 eub bet tnediae dagupusi er É 

Mr. Srraxer—I am instructed ithe; Senate: Ad ask per- 
mission of the 'House: of: Représentatives;;tG withdraw a 
bill sein relátión..ito:the-'pblice: court; df Carroll! county," 
which. passed thé -Sehate.:on- ;yesterday,.and was:this day 
communicated to the House. e es do P 

On motions: , uso. Dies pests sedis ‘itl 

The request made by the Senate was granted, and the 
bill delivered to the Secretary. . 

The Speaker announced as the next special order, a bill 
to be entitled “an act to place t the Mississippi Union Bank 
in liquidation, to securê “her dssets for the payment of the 
State Bonds issued for her benefit, and to save the people 


from burthensome taxation." : F? cria de tent i17 
.. 0n motion of; Mr. Wilcox, m uu Ow mute cu 
A call of the House was ordered. i etara 
` After the ¢all had pragressed, `: ce ae o 
^ Qn motion of MraBurham; caio (285505 mue 


Ew further call of the House was suspended. ae E 

“The House resolved itself into a committee ofthe drole, 
Mr. Norris in the chair; and. after. some‘: ‘tittie'spent in the 
consideration of the:special order, the committee fósé, re- 
ported progress, and: asked: leave to Sit-again. at 7 elock, 

P.M,- Cio uela so Sho ee auto eat) 

SEN aol: of: "Mx Norris, wu EE. impe iu 
"The réport of the committee of: the rune was fedeived. 
Mr. Graves moved the A e ioa onal Oco'élock on 

Mondays. — Loose eet spo s rH nem TAY pi 
,, Which was lost. o quo E BELG te ot 

‘Qn motion of Mr: Boon, 9 sm. snis "AM M, 
“The House: adjourned: mE PM: i- v ered di wht. 


5 "io aft 
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e + st "enc Py sa et Meo AN e à 
-et “The Hee: ps NAM itself ‘nits a corii é'of: the 
whole, on the bill to berentitled^* an:act! to place thé, Mis- 
sissippi Union Baiik:iņn: liquidation, ^ to ‘secure hér'assets for 
the payment of the State Bonds' issued’ for he? Benet, and 
so:save: the people fromy:burthensdnie! taxi onde after 
some: tinke;spent Itherein, -Mrs Speaker’ resitiied: the “chair, 
and Mr. Norris reported:thatthé:comihittês hada ‘gain had 
the: said bil:uñder ‘consideration, and made futher pros Tess 
therein, and: mm ask: leavé-to-wit' di Salon: lôn- 
day at 10 o'clock. enos bhonsa ef? D891 x E 
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“On motion of Mra Norris; . i = Sapasi uet 5 

^ Thozeport of the committee of the whole, was received 
and agreed toss 5. vis o orduisE pit É Sah 

Mr. Besançon submitted the following resolution ES 
Which was adóptéd. 5 Cota oec ^8 


. Resólveil, That the'use of the House’ on Moniday, é at thrée 
o'clock; be granted to the members.of: the: Whig party, e 
the purpose of holding their: contemplated: ne : 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, XE ee or IM 

oe House aoned until HAS nine o Pelo A 


ss 
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e MONDAY, essor, 3 (sa. 
On motion T Mx. Wilcox, : pue "gg. ds tas T 

The reading of the un of ‘Saturday + was s dispensed 
with. u 

Mr. Binford pr esented the petition of. m citizeds of 
Carroll county, praying permission’ of the: Legislature to 
construct a turnpike from the town of Letione: to Giten- 
wood, which, Ra n M 
mE" motion of Mr. Binford, | NN ae 

“Was referred to a select. committee-of three, consisting 
.of. Messrs.-Binford; Moody, and Shelby. 

Mr. Owen presented the petition of andes citizens. of 
Tishemingo, Tippah, Itawamba,: and . Pontotoc:: ndn 
.praying the formation of'a new- county, &c. which, — 

. | Ommotion of Mr. Owen, + E Peo 

Was referred to a committee composed of the members 
from said counties. ic 

Mr. Murchison presented the ‘account of Messrs: ‘Holli- 
day and Besangon, for-printing.done for the. state; which, 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, 

Was referred to the. committee on elaims. 

Mr. Wilcox, by leave, called from their place on the or- 
ders of the day, * Resdlutions relative to fugitives from: jus- 


tice from Georgia: and: Virginia? es. JUL q 030 
Which. were read the second time; andy : ro. a e? 
On motion of Mr, Wileox;; 02. "ona 4 P 


. The; constitutional rule. requiring bills to be reed on three 
‘several days was dispensed with, and: said resolutions read 
A third time forth ith, and passéd. - RR ut 

Mr. Wilcox, by leave of the Eine called frorii: thevorders 
of the day, * * Resolutions: in relation tòa ann re 

Which were read the second time. eee a ae 


a 
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e On motion ‘of Mi. Wileos;.. "ipae ure Peer ae 


the third time, and: see Alem Oar agta n edit 
Mr, Leake moved'to éall-frotit the. orders: of- the: dy “a 

bill to amend'the constitution of- this states. uncis AD 
" Which was riotsustdined. = - so tum diei sa 


. The ‘amendments made by the Senate io the bil from: the 
House, entitled. an act concerning sheriff "git commissions,” 


Beides andy: co^ €. p E Pee rae aa 
^ NEN m i aM ? | t i 
"Qn motion,” - 4 : E É x E A . § : «I é. 4 E 

- Conieurred' irs : gh A : hE LENT neg ; 


: The: bill from: the Senate entitled san act in relation'to 
ie University of the State of Mississippi; ee fe eS 
Was read the first time, and, 5:5 0S ce a t 
On motion of Mr. Barringer, EEA cnfy ums 
: The-'constitutional rule requiring bills to be ‘yead:on three 
severi days was dispensed with, and sthe bill ‘read, a second 
dnd third (ime forthwith, and" passed, with its title:as stated. 
The amendment, by way: of ‘ryder, made by the House 
to the-bill'to be-entitled “an act to hmendthé: revenue Taws 
Of this state,” and disagreed to by tlie Senate; with a request 


‘that the’ Fondo recede from its: ata s IX E. 
a “Was read, and, - o o ca. QUE: sum d pus 
- . On'motion of Mr.. Johnson :- E E Fee Sh et 


^ The: House: ze eded, "with. thy following atiendment 4 to 
wit: «iur I e 
- Amend; by striking: out the last section of: the: bill? E 
Ordered, that the Clerk inform ‘the ‘Senate - thereof and 
desire their concurrence therein! te cia sk rri 
The amendments made by the Senate to the bill fron the 
‘House, entitled “an. act to regulate theifees‘of certain. offi- 
‘ders therein named, and-for. nd orposes,": HE de BP 
Were read, and, ida m g oy 
Xv Ou motion, - ENTM uu du es o 
“+ ÜConcurred.in.^. Do Cds eh 
Ordered; that the Clerk inform: dp Senate of the same. 
“The tésolution from the Sehate;appropriating room No. 
12, in the Capitol, to the Secretary df: State,” Jod sas 
Was read the first time. =: | 5e gesi ME o 
The House resumed the consideratioh PI ‘its spotiallor 
der; the:bill to be entitled-“an:act.to-place the "Mississippi 
‘Union Bankin liquidation, to secure her.assets-for the pay- 
ment of the state bonds issued for her benefit, and:to save 
the people from burthensome taxation,”.in committee. ofthe 
whole, Mr. Norris in the‘chair, and after ‘some time spent 
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therein, the committee rose and oed the bill. with sun- 
o amehndments.:  . - 3 io at ap 

On motion of Mrs. Norris, s.: ; D "TES 

The report of the committee was. s received. ze 

- The question then. recurred. on agreeing tothe report. of 
ilis committee, and the first section.of the bill reads . €. 

Mr. Roberts asked to be excused. from voting, on. ügree- 
ing to the first section; but the House refused to excuse him. 

. Mr. Johnson offered the following. amendment, to wit: 

“Amend, by adding after the word Mississippi,.imn the 
27th line of the 1st section, ‘and I will pay all the. expenses 
that have been paid by said Bank to defray expenses of 
valuing and mortgaging said bonds, or Joiner Proper so 
mortgaged by mes”... : 

Which amendmen‘ was Dot anes o 

Mr. Crump offered the following. amendment, tc to. wit: 

Amend by striking out all after the enacting clause, and 
‘inserting “that it shall.be the.duty of the Attorney-general 
forthwith after. the passage of this act, to file a bill of com- 
plaint in the Superior Court: of Chancery of said, State, 
against the- ‘Mississippi Union Bank, charging that the said 
bank has forfeited its charter, with proper specifications, 
and praying an injunction to restrain the said bank, and. all 
the officers and agents thereof, from coilecting, transferring, 
removing, selling or otherwise disposing of the. bills :receiv- 
able, property or effects of said bank, and for an order di- 
recting the transfer of all such property and effects, to a 
receiver to. be appointed.by the Superior Houn of eal 
cery," which:amendment,. -- - E 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns, 

: Was laid on the table. 

Mr, Bradford asked to be excused -from pm on. the 
adoption of the first section, and read: the 18th. rule. of the 
House in support of his motion. 

Mr. Speaker having vacated the chair = a E ae 

Mr. Speaker Bell decided that under the rule just-read by 
Mr..Bradford, he was excused as a matter of coürss. . 

Mr. Besangon: appealed from the decision of the sum 

And the question being:put— ~“: PA a ; 

«Shall the decision of the chair stand? Poo 

“Jt was decided in-the-negative. : :: l 

38e the:House refused to excuse. Mr. Bradford foni conve: 

2 Mra Darbam asked to be excused; from zong on this 
question,- : ES : 

. Which was not granted.. y e oda 

“Mr. Dobyns: moved a call.of the Hun x. 

Which was: ordered. 


e 
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‘Several members” ‘belngiabsent;* - d REA ae 
“On motion of Mr. Lemley, ii cs o s oreste 
“The iat pd Nas yüstruoted. tor bring th the absen- 
tues" gas! sul ch D. o D uty, i 
Mr; "Wilcos'imoyed- à susprision ef the cali, 
Which was lóste e 6: das uto | E 
“Mr.- Tonipkins asked and ‘obtained: leave of absence for 
Messrs. Yerger and Dowes «00. 
“Mis ‘Land’ asked and: "obtained leave; of absence: dor 
Mr. Moore. Pipes Lue 
' Mr; Lemley moved that Mr. Bradford have, ,leave:of ab. 
sence, Ea 
Which was not granted: = 
“On motion of Mr. Durham,  . Re ser enis 
The call of the House was suspended: - Ta eet ORS 
"The ‘first -aniendment;; to-wit? ': 
Fill blank i in the third line of hae fourth h sebtion, with the 
word “fifty,” i 10:56 sour 
“Wasread ‘and adopted: ' 
Thé sécórd'amendtient;to wit: - EOS | 
Amend the second section by adding.to"the end: thereof 
“which receiver the. Chancellor shall: ‘forthwith appoint," ` 
“Was also-adoptade. cc a 
“The third amendment, to-wit: vm 
"Amend ‘thé fourth section; third line, after the word itl 
strike out the word “two,” and insert the word “sxe? 
The fourth amendment, to wit: 
‘Amend sixth section by striking out of the tenth line the | 
words “or personal,” and by striking out of the eleventh 
line thé words “by personal security, or otherwise," ‘and 
inserting the following, to wit: “or if'said debtors should not 
be possessed of unincumbered real estate sufficient to'effec- 
tually secure such instalments, said receiver may take-mort- 
gages of slaves; and personal security to-secure sl residue 
of the same,” ss 
Was read and adopted. - E 
"Mr. Mount offered the: following amendment, t to wits * 
“Strike out, in the 6th line of first section; ` the word 
April, and insert the word May,” E 
Which was adopted.: : I 
"The 6th'amendment,to wit; .': ~ 
. 'ÓAmerid-the:-8th^ section, by striking. out the word sive) 
inthe third line thereof, and insert “ten; a E 
Was adopted... ^ — ^^ secam l a 
- Mr: Evans offered the following merum to-wit: 
“Amend the th section, by inserting in theeleventh 
lime, after the^word: otherwise, the following! words, to wit: 
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‘and to such debtors of said Bank as shall fail to make ap- 
plication as above provided for,: but who shall apply.on or 
before the first: day of. August, 1841,:the said receiver shall 
give further time for payment in eight equal annual instal,- 
ments, and to such: as shall fail to apply on or before ‘the 
first day of January, 1842, said receiver shall give further 
time for payment in six equal annual instalments, under the 
provisions and restrictions above mentioned.” . . = 

Mr. Mount offered an amendment to said amendment m 
the words following, to wit: eee 

“Strike. out all after 1841, ix the" seventh line, up to the 
word said, in the 9th line,” te 

Which amendment to the amendment was lost, . 

And the question taken.on the amendment offered by 
Mr. Evans, and decided in the negative.. . Ros 

Mr. Besancon offered the following amendment, to wit: 

Amend section 6th, by striking out the word “May,” 
wherever it occurs in the third and fourteenth lines, and 
insert in lieu thereof “July.” Als amend the sixth line, 
in the 6th section, by striking out the word “ February,” 
and insert * March," o 

Which were each separately adopted.. | 

The 10th amendment made in committee of the whole, 
to wit: l ne y a 

“Amend 23d section, by filling the blank therein with the 
word five,” 2 

Was read, : 

To which Mr. Wood offered the following amendment, 
to wit: i i x 

“Amend, by striking out the words five thousand, and 1n- 
serting instead thereof four thousand,” which was, - 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns; . ar 

Laid cn the table, - x X 

And the question taken on the 10th. amendment, and 
adopted. Ee eae? 

The 11th amendment, to wit: E di, Bd niv 

Amend the 29th section, by filling the blank. therein with 
the word twelfth, à s i 

- Was adopted. 2 

The twelfth amendment, to wit: ` ET 

Amend by an additional section as follows, to wit: Section 
35. nd Le it further enacted, That: if said receiver, or any 
other officer or agent, acting under the provisions of this 
act, shall embezzle or dispose of any of the assets of .said 
Mississippi, Union Bank;.in any other manner than that 
provided in this act, said receiver, officer, or agent so of- 
fending, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and upon convic- » 
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on-:thereof, shall; be imprisoned. in. the: penitentiary. for a 
term not, less than-twe years, nor more; thanden years"... 
., Was read,andfagreed. ton: fs peno gusto 
: The thirteenth amendment, fo wits cmo en teta 
Section 36,. “Be it further: enacted, What..any-pergon .or 
persons who shall wilfully. injure ,or .destray,. ar remove. 
from the State, any personal estate conveyed,by. mortgage, 
or deed in trust, as" provided for .in'the $th section of this 
act,shall.be deemed, and held:guilty of felony, and.upon epn- 
viction thereof, shall beimprisoned m the penitentiary for a 
term not less than two, nor more than five years, and shall 
further pay a fine of not less. than one thousand, nor more 
than twenty thousand dollars," 
Was adopted. 
The fourteenth amendment; to wit: 
Amend by additional section: ES 
: “Section 37. - Be it further;enacted , That. this, aet shall 
take effect, and be in force, from and after its passage,” | .. 
Wasagreedito. ic Vs vob uus DO 
Mr. Williamson offered the following amendment, to wit: 
Amend by adding ' RE a ee eee 
“Section 38. Be. it further enacted; That.the president, 
directors, and company. of the, Mississippi Union Bank, be 
required to give sixty days notice, to be published in.at 
least four newspapers in the State of Mississippi, convening 
the stockholders, either in person, or'to.be. represented 
by proxy, at the banking house in. Jackson, gf. the. time of 
such meeting, who are requested to take into consideration ` 
the foregoing act, and if the stockholders, through their. di- 
rectory, shall accept and.receive this act, and agree to con- 
form to its provisions by resolution, if shall be-the duty of 
the casliler of the said bank, to inform thg.Áttorney-general 
of such assent, -whose duty it shall then be to inform the 
Attorney-general of such acceptance and-assent, by petition 
under the foregoing. provisions of the above-recited act,” ` 
© Which amendment was lost... sy cn ne si 
— Mr. Crump offered the following amendment,to wit:, | 
. Amend 18th section,by striking.out all after the enacting 
clause, and ; inserting “that nothing in,this act shall be, so 
construed, as to deprive such holders of the notes or obliga- 
tions of said bank as are not indebted’ to the bank, of the 
Tight to.claim and receive thé damages of fifteen per cent. 
per annum, prescribed in the act of incorporation," . 
Which was not adopted. lt s cou 
Qu motion.of Mr, Mount | o SE 
.-. The following amendment was adopted, tà wits... +... 
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Adore fourteenth Section, by striking oüt ‘the word cof” 
before the word‘chantellor, and insert the word toi?” "U^ 

Mr. Ventress moved that the -bill be forthwith re-com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole for, the purpose’ of 
amendment, upon’ which ‘motion éónsiderable debate’ ‘took. 
place, and before the question was taken, © ^: ^ 

Mr. Ackér yielded the floor for adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Mount, : E 
' The House adjourned until 9 o'elock tó-morrow morning. 


* 
-. 7 
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"TUESDAY, Prenvant 2. 1 941. 


Mr. Norris, from the joint standing committee on rolled 
bills, made: the following report: 

Mr. Srzaxen— The committee on enrólled bills have 
this day examined bills of the following titles, to wit: ~ 

“An act to amend an act entitled an act to-incorporate 
the town of Oxford, in the county ef Lafay ette," 

*An.act to declare Loo-ses-coo-na' river a navigable 
stream,” 

“An act to cliange the time of holding the Police Court 
of Marshall county,” 

“An act to incorporate a toll bridge compahy © over the 
Yazoo pass,” ; 

* An act for the relief of David Shelton" |." "7 

“An aet to repeal an act entitled an act to inéorporate 
the town of Lexington, in the county of Holmes," approved 
February 25, 1836, 

“An act to define when Indian reservations shall be 
deemed aid held liable to taxation,” * 

“An aet toaüthorize the trustees of township ten, range 
three east, to rescind the sale of the sixteenth section of 
said township,” 

“An aetto amend an act to divide this státé iuto three 
distriets for the election of tlie judges of the High Coirt of 
Errors and Appeals, and for the Superior Court’ of Chan- 
cery," approved February 15, 1839, 

«A resolution to authorize the trusteps of Jefferson Col- 
lege to fill vacancies,” ` 

And have fourd the same correeily cihrólled: " 

Mr. Baldwin presented the petition of oiii sal :eifizens of 
Yallobusha county, praying the Legislature to pass “an act 
to accelerate the opening of the Yazoo Pass,” which, 
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al On: cmotion’ of Mr; Baldwin, us! Hi 6 norim ap waah 
e Wastefönred toa elicit Palin OF. : three; consisting 
of Messrs. Baldwin, Berry, and Cooke 3 quim ar 


- Mr. Acker: presented. he petition ‘of’ sundry’ ‘citizens’of 
Monroe county; praying the-Législature-to: i ecd ^ai aet for. 
rie benefit of:İsdac:§. Oravings? whichy: + Purd wah we 

On motion,? tM da Regie ipic sc ee g En ik 

E Was: ‘refetred-to a. “elect corhmittee of: thrée; ao 
of Messrs. Acker;'Cunhingham; ánd:Coles:-,27 s et 

Mr. .;Murchisóh- presented: the ‘account: of: im. A; Se 
Doniphan, ; against the state, which. ss, o new. 

^ On motion of. Mr::Murchison, .: ` a T 

-Was referred toithe committee on claims. .:." “e. 

Mr. Tonipkins, fromthe select. committee to whom. was 
referred: the bill to:be-entitled “an adt. to-amend aniaet in- 
córporating: the- "Vicksbuig. Water Works and aes 
Company,” made the following REPORT: S 

Mr. Sexaxen— The committee to whom was referred the 
billto.be.entitled “an act to amend an act incorporating 
the: Vicksburg: Water Works:and Banking. Companys: have 
had. the-samerunder consideration.. ` 

‘The bill. proposes that: the company! bé ekonerated Bu 
, the. -construction‘of the ‘Water. Works, as- required-by the 
- Charter, and. in: lieu thereof, required: to--erect..4. factory, 
within the city-of Vicksburg, or within five miles of it, for 
making cotton. bagging, rope, and coarse cotton fabrics.— 
The factory ‘to. be cômpleted within eighteen months, to be 
propelled by steam, and the company to. be" required to re- 
céive the outstanding issues of their bank al par, i for any: of 
the fabrics of*thée:mänúfactory, © vx. DEC 

- Your committee believe the! construction-of the Water 
Works impracticable, within :the period’ prescribéd:by: the 
original charter,or the amendment thereto; because the city 
is.not graded,.and therefore not in: a-eondition to receive 
the pipes. The-finances-of the city are.in such a deranged 
and inefficient condition, as to forbid the bope that the 
grading can be dóne in any reasonable time, and:the situa- 
tion of individual. property. holders makes ‘the Prospect of | 
the grading being. effected by: private enterprize „equally 
hopeless. :The” company were not ‘required to". aos o 
grading. . A T 
+ If- the. privilege. ‘now sought shania: be denied the c :cóm- 
pany; namely, to make the. experiment:of. manufacturing 
bagging-and:rope.from. our own:staple, then-it is. possible 
they may-possess. the banking privilege. without. rendering 
any public services in consideration thereof. .7It. is insisted 
by some, that ‘by the 20th section d thie charter; that pri- 
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vilege is granted till 1858; and that by the 18th. section, it 
Is.made perpetual, upon. the condition may supply the: sd 
with a sufficiency of water. - 

One*hundred.and ninety-two thousand dollars of the. cáp- 
ital stock of the company- has been:paid in. +; The entire’. 
issues of the bank amounted to: three.‘hundred. and twenty: 
thousand dollars, which has been reduced to fifty. thousand 
three hundred and seventy dollars. -The real estate-belong- 
ing to the company, all-situated within the .city -of Vicks- 
burg, is estimated at forty-four thousand dollars, one ‘portion 
of which is connected with one of the principal hotels: ef 
the city, and is under an annual rent of two thousand five 
hundred dollars. The company became possessed of this in 
payment of a debt due:tothem. ‘There is alsoa large build- 
mg within the city, which. the company have'a prospect-of 
obtaming on account of other debts due them, which would. 
be suitable for a factory, but WR mer could 1 not use for 
any other purpose. 

Prejudices-do exist against corporations; ada not withoüt 
some color of cause; but when we reflect, that they have 
been the pioneers, and frequently the suffering pioneets,: in: 
experimsnts which have redounded to the advantage and 
happiness of mankind, patriotism Should persuade usto burn 
those prejudices on the altar of the public good, and móst 
especially when we are convinced, that the corporate privi- 
lege sought, is expressly to make such an experiment. 

Tt is an.axiom in political. economy, that no State can be 
independent and happy, which relies on foreign markets for 
supplies of indispensible necessaries. To the cotton planter 
of Mississippi, bagging and rope to bale his staple product, 
are necessaries not to be dispensed with; if these can: be 
made of hemp only, then must he be always dependent on 
foreign markets, and that very dependence will, in a great 
degree, render his prosperity precarious. ‘Those who have 
given much attention to the subject, entertain -the opinion 
that bath bagging ‘and rope can be manufactured from the 
cotton material, to answer the purpose of baling, as well as 
those made of ‘hemp, and at little more cost. The public 
mind has been to some extent.agitated on this subject, and 
it is believed, ardently desires the experiment should bé 
made. As it has been with experiments in all times, indi- 
vidual enterprise is too timid, and individual parsimony. too 
rigid to venture upon it. Should the experiment. be. once 
made with success, there would then be no difficulty.in en- 
gaging capital and skill to an extent. comme neural with 
the. necessity. . . 


Impressed with the correctness of these: views, your come 
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mittee have patiently: sat down to caléulate the probabilities 

of suecess,.and the results:to flow: from: its ; They. have. 
learned from: personal intercourse -witli- a gentleman. long. 
engaged.in the businéss:;of manufacturing cotton. fabrics. ati 
the worth, thatvafter furnishing: .the building, the, requisite. 
machinery may be; procüred and established at. Vicksburg, 

sufficient for working up:five: hundred pounds of cotton per 

day, ata cost net exceeding twenty thousand dollars, end | 
may be worked liy:twenty hands, most.of which may be chil- 

dren.: This estimaté-isfor Lowell’, not bagging; into: bagging, . 
of course, a greater quantity of-cotton could be worked. —. 
The.same gentleman,.making’ his estimate upon the stan-. 
dard of.-prices for labor and provisions at .Vicksburg, gives. 
assurance, that the cost of working cotton into Lowells, will 


not exceed six cents per yard. . If this estimate be correct, 


and there:is every. reason to. believe. it. so, factories here. 
might compete successfully with those in the north... The 
description-of cotton:wrought into Lowells, does not exceed 
an average value, in: this market, of more than. six cents 
per pound, and every pound will make.two yards of-cloth; 
hence it could be furnished here. at nine or ten cents the 
yard. Infact, when we consider the heavy charges paid 
on cotion, in preparing: and. transmitting it to the distant 
factories of the north, and.in bringing.back the manufactured 
fabrics, thé conclusion becomes almost irresistible, that such 
fabrics could be made and supplied here, of-as good quality 
and as cheap.as those obtained at the-north. FN 

The next question is, could fabries be made of cotton suf- 
ficiently strong:for baling? .. Your committee are well satis- 
fied this ihterrogatory may be safely answered in the afirma- 
tive; though the single twisted, cloth might not be strong 
enough, yet by.weaving it.upon a-coarse doubled. and twist- 
ed warp, there can ;be no: doubt. but that. strength can be 
given to it, little inferior, if any; to the.ordinary hemp bag- 
ging.. - It is known: that..the cotton: rope will do, from the 
experiments which. have: been made-in the use of cotton 
plough lines. Many of the planters.use these;.they are 
found preferable to-hemp, in this, they do not rot so rapidly 
from exposure to rains and dews. It would be a.great end 
gained, if bagging could: be obtained which would remain 
sound throughout, the. year. Ifscotton..bear a low price 
when first prepared} and the planter.be inclined to wait 
another: season; he must; if he. do so, having his crop put 
up-in hemp, bag.it anew before it can be-taken to market; 
the.heat-and mpisture .of-.a. year, in our climate, rots and 
destroys the:hemp.. It is confidently believed the, cotton 
bagging would endure. : 


. "There is another point of view: im which the enterprise 
should be regarded. The: planters in many: counties;:are 
growing numerous flocks. ‘The shéep attains as great. per-. 
fection here, as-in any of the. neighboring ‘states,.and is 
reared with less- trouble and-expense: than in any north of. 
us; fleeces are as abundant and of as: good quality. “The 
time is at hand, when the planters.of Mississippi will make 
all the linseys necessary to ‘clothe their negroes. :Coarse 
cotton yarns will be wanted to warp those linseys, and it is 
surely better to be prepared to furnish them from. factor es 
within our own ‘borders, than to pay the price abroad,to 
enrich foreign capitalists, and ‘to reward foreign industry. 
In one case it. is diversifying the employment and. mcreasing: 
the wealth of our own citizens; in the other, it is circum- 
scribing the sphere of skill and industry at home, and im- 
poverishing our citizens, to pour riches into the lap of for: 
éiPners. SEC NE 

Let this experiment be once made, let: it succeed, and it 
wili change the entire phase of domestic. affairs as by the 
touch of the magician’s- wand. Instantly, as it were, will 
every plantation have its factory on a small scale. You 
will then, not see slave children of twelve years of age loit- 
ering in idle nudity about the quarter.yards, nor the feeble 
and convalescent adult, required to encounter the heat and 
dangers of the cotton field; these will -be engaged as opera- 
tives in the domestic factory. Thus the planter will .be 
encouraged to produce his rope, bagging and negro cloth- 
ing, from that labor which is now lost to-him. 

Your committee have nomeansot dscertaining the amount 
which would be: added annually to the wealth of the 
State, by making within her borders all the clothing neces- 
sary for her slave population, other than those derived from 
the data furnished-by the census returns, as lately.made 
under the directions of thé general government. From 
these it appears that the slave population of the. State-of 
Mississippi in the year’ 1840, amounted to one hundred 
and seventy-five thousand seven hundred and sixty-four. 
These, at the average price of fivé hundred dollars per 
head, amount in value, to eirhty-seven millions eight hun- 
dred and eighty-two thousand four hundred dollars. ` Your. 
committee, for want of certam information, have assumed 
the postulate, that seventy-five per cerit. of that population 
are now elothed in fabrics purchased from abroad, and that 
the annual expense of so clothing them cannot.be less than 
ten dollars per head. — Ten: dollars per head. for seventy-five 
per cent. of the slave population, will amount ‘to the enor- 
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moùs suw of one. million three: hundred, and seyenteeni thoy- 
sand two: hundred and tweaty dollars, i: = s ¥7 2: 

Jt T bé-same returns of - the federal, pce show, - that. ‘the 
State of, Mississippi produced four hundred and, eighty. three 


thousand bales. of.cótton in:3839,; which, at.the average . 


price of.ten;-cents-pei pound, . amounts it yalue,,to,,the. sum 
of nineteen millions. three hundred and ispenty thousand :ol- 
dars.: . To'put up that-amount of cottonin. Kentucky bag- 
ging and rope,.at thé siverage prices borne by: those-articles 
during the: past-season,.viz:, thirty eents, and. tens requires 
the .sum of one million:sixty-two-thousand and six: hundred 
dollars.,«;Think-of this -vast.sum paid annually toa: people 
who take none. of . our::products. in: returna, and: js 4t. matter 
of-astonishment that our commercial relatians-are embarri as- 
séd, aur ‘exchanges deranged; and:-our. agricultural: energies 
paralyzed? sbs 


oe ‘In.:four yéars they: wal more p pay off 
the whole:of thé publie;debti: lts. 
ice Ho was ia:prineiple mm: ‘Fraakdin’s economy. that Ma penny 
saved, was a penny made.":: If there:be, truth.in the propo- 
sition, and no good economist can doubt but there is, then 
the success of the experiment; would:lead, rapidly to:a:staje 
of things, which would: saye; the: state two. millons: three 
hundred and eighty thousand :dollazs per annum. "That 
sum saved, would be that sum made. }/With that, increased 
annual: addition to:our:wealth,, it: would: be:butia:day, as it 
were; in the, peridd;of. a "nation's, existences; tih „the sons of 
Mississippi would rejóice:in: the ripening of her glory»: 
When we see, that results so advantageous, Sor caa 
tably :flow:-from the ‘success, of; the ; experiment, who: that 
Joves:his.country: ànd; deliglits in. hey; prosperity, can oppose 
the measüre? By the tetms-of the bill,if the, company c do 
not prosecute the experiment. toa suetessful.i Issue; É ‘they OT- 
feit every thing. If they succeed, they enjoy no higher 
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privileges than ‘they’ would if ‘they: constructed the- Water 
Works. Were the construction of the Water Works prac- 
‘ticable, would it-bé:a public benefit, comparable at all; with 
this experiment, if i it prove successful? One; woüld be'con- 
venience to three thousand eight hutidred people; the: other, 
‘independence tó three hundred and eighty thousand. 
The stock in this company: is not ówned by foreigners; 
‘but is held principally by some of thé most wealthy and en- 


` terprising citizens and planters of Hinds county; growers 


of cotton and-of sheep, and interested in common with all 
good citizens iri the success of the experiment: Your cóm- 
mittee ‘are fully convinced, that’ there .is no danger. of any 
“abuse' growing out of this grant, if made; but it is as certain 
as any füture evênt, cepéndiug: upon. human agencies, can 
be rendered, that the experiment would: in: good’ faith be 
made. 

"Your committee report .the . bill, without: amendments. 
They forbear to express any opinion-as io the action of the 
House upon it; other than to hcpe it will be referred: to the 
committee of the’ whole House. Los . 

| ‘Respectfully, kee 
PATRICK W. TOMPKINS. 


On motion of Mr. Tompkins,- - ' Pop 
Ordered, that five’ hündred copies of the foregoing report 


be printed. 
-On motion of Mr. Tompkins, ...^ | 
The bill accompanying the report of the select commit- 
tee, was laid upon the table; - ` T 


Mr. Allen, of Hinds, from a select committee. to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled .* an act in relatior to the 
collection of the income of'the penitentiary; and:for other 
purposes,” reported: the said bill without amendment, t to: the 
House. RR . 

» Which report was: received and agreed. toi 


On motion of ‘Mr. Allén, of- Hinds; ET. a H R 
The bill was laid on the tables- : | Coi 
On motion of Mr: Boon; "lc sao 


A bill to be entitled * an act relative-to joint estates; and 
the mode of proceeding 'thereon,":. was: called: from the Or- 
ders of the day, and read ‘a second time. ° et 2 erg 

“= On motion of ‘Mr. Bradford, ^ : .. UB 

"The constitutional-rule réquiring - bills: to be read c on | three 

‘several days, was dispensed with; the bill réad a third: time, 


"and passed’ "with its-title as stated. - Po Dy : 
“On motion’ of Mr. Bradford, " vi 8j ee fl 


ET 

*iLéave of absence was granted Mr-’Furner, à mietnbier- ‘of 
his House; during his: aindispósition;"..- td tnt SR ge Ete 
io Mri Wood submitted the following resolations cR Su 
Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of: Mississippi, 
Phat the 4oint-¥eSoliition, tócadjourn sine:dié on-Friday the 
5th instant, be rescinded,.and that Wednesday the'10th 

ilistant; be adópied'as the ‘tine for said: adjourhmiente?#*. 
‘My, Wedd moved: that the: constititional ralé requiring 
joint resolutions to lie one day on the table, be dispensed 
with, that the resolution might be pub polia passage i forth- 

Wh. Seu. ME ERNEUT n ue palgas t Jug vii 

Mr. Dobyns moved that the question be indefinitely post- 
'potied; and the ayes arid" noes: being’ ‘called for bythe con- 
stitutional timber they: ‘were ordered, and are às follows: 

> Ik yes Méssis.! Bald wins: Besingon, . Berry;: Bell: Burrus, 
Billups, Bynum, Cookj'Cuntinghim,:Diekson, . ‘Draire, 
Dobyns, Dunn, Ellis: “of Cópiah; * Ellis. of Jasper, Ellis of 
Newton, Fore, Field, Frost;Graves;Grinstéad; Goode; Har- 
rington, Harrison, Holland, Jnge; Johnson, Kilgore; Lemley, 
Lowe, Legeéit; Mount, | Moody; Maury, Marsh; Mabry, 
McGowan, Prewett, Rayburn, Roberts; Slielby;- Smiley, 
Shoemaker, Stewart, Terrell, "Wilcox, Waon Em 
Watkins, "Worüek atid orgia. Done POL ue 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Hinds;. Allen-of 
Marshall, Acker, Ayres, Barnes, Barringér, Bradford; Boon, 
Trump; Purháhi? - Rinley;-Jones; Leake, Means; Mürchison, 
Norris, Offutt, Owen, Puckett, Ruff, Robinson, Thompsei, 
Tompkins and Wood—25. deni ALICE e 

So the question was indefinitely ‘postponed.’ ui: 

Mr. Nortis wittdé the following teportt t neit utu 
^ (Mri: Spedxek:\Phe*cominittee. SOE enrolled.-bills: ‘have 
this day exaruined bills of: ‘the following: titles, to wit:.: 

"€ Am'àct to incorporate the: Holty Ue ass State Line 
Rail Road. ‘Company, ua ice ee ee Au 
“An act corcerning:sheriffs" commissions”? [remm 

Which they. found 'eofreetly enrolled. 27-0908 aen od 

Ui rs +: WM: d A ‘NORRIS; "Chairman. é 

» Juidlisonig: February 94, 1841. eee wee ae 

On motion of Mr: Lemley; bis inter 47 02: oed 


«2 es 


cave: of: absetice’ was’ granted to Mrs Cole é of Kempe 


ae 


soluit y for tlie rémainderio ithe sessions i + E 

5 n-thotiow of Mrs Maury, te se sun. 
Leave absence Was: granted to’ Me Binford; of Carr, 

forthe refhaifider of the BESSON HA Strato at noa > 


: Oi motion öf Mt 'Mütehisons >= S RT o M k 
es fe A bill tó-be entitléd *ari-ict to tevive: "- firthemeatend 
' certain provisions of an act to authorize the stockholders of 
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the Bank of the State.of Mississippi, to-close, their: affairs 
with as much advantage;to: the. public, andas little inepnve- 
nience to the:individual: stockholders: 'as possible, approved 
Decembér.19th; 1831, ° a. 
Was: called from the order: of the day, and. read a. ‘second 
time. ne : "uat ER B 
Mr. Minchisón - moved: that. the constitutional rule. nIe- 
‘quiring bilis to: be tead. .on. three several, days’ be dispensed 
with, ? . : B . Diog Poor eos 
Which. was lost. o 
Mr. Speaker vacated his seat, placing: "Mr. Ball in ‘the 
chairs ; “a | ae 
- The special: order for- ao ^ "dock: was. ‘announced, to wit: 
A bill-to be.entitled “an act to. place, the, Mississippi Union 
Bank. in‘ liquidation, to secure her; tagsets for the. payment ef 
the state bondsissued-for:her. benefit." 


"On. motion of Mr. Ellis, of: ‘Newton, bya! 


A call of the House was ordered, ).;' °° 8, « 
On motion of Mr. Durham, .. . : TE 
- The Sergeant-at-armis was despatched to procure, the at- 
tendarice ofthe absentees. cc! f rot ou s] 


And after a few moments, .'. 

Mr. Puckett moved, to. dispense with the further call. ‘of 
the House, .: 7; - 

Which was lost. . TOTEM 

“Mr. Burr us,móved, to. dispense with die further call of the 
House, .. TE fo 

Which was not carried. o Par 


» ` Li s + Aos 


On motion. of Mr. Watkms; ; :o rg 

The further call of the House was dispensed 3 with. ‘ 

‘Mr. Ventress moved.that the.-bill, be. 1e-committed toa 
committee of the whole forthwith.; . 

- And the ayes and-hogk- being: called f for by the constitu- 
tional number, they were ordered, and are as follows: ,.:: 

Ay jes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. "Acker: Ayres, Barringer, 
Besancon, Berry, Bell, -Burrus, Billups, Cook, Crump, Dur- 
ham, Draughan; Ellis: of Jasper, Evans, Graves, Grinstead, 
Harrison, Holland, Leake, Lowe, Moody, Marsh, Prewitt, 
Thompson, Wagster, and Womack 827i o i aa 

-... Noes—Messrs. Allen of. Marshall. Allen of Hinds, Barnes, 
Baldwin, Boon, Bynum, Cunningham: Dickson, Draine, Do- 
byns, Dunn, Ellis of Copiah, : Ellis -of; Newson, ..Finley, 
Field; Frost, Goode, Harrington, Inge, Johnson; Jones, Kil- . 
gore, Means, Mount, Murchison, Maury,: Mabry; McGoy- 
an, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Puckett;‘Rayburn, Roberts; Ruff, 
‘Robinson, ‘Runnels,, Shelbys Smiley, : Shoemakery Stewart, 


E + a By M 
a a UU ra SAM i. 5. Se hib. 2708 o (Ponti yx .Í Tbe 3 


=z 
" E] PH 


449 


Terrell, Tompkins, Wilcox, ‘Watkins, Wood; Willianisof, 
and Yerger—48. Lb 
So the motion to'rezeórmmiit; the bill; was lost. 3i. gd 
“On motio of Mrs Wilcox, >. 07€ Sas Ae 

The bill was ordered'to be. engrosséd’ and rade’ the grder 

of the day for 3 o'clock, P. Ms, to-day; - s: 

A message from thé Senate, by Mr.: ‘Downs; fheir Secre- 
tary, to wit: H 

Mn. Spraxer—The Senate have passed a bili to be entitled 

“ añ act to alter‘ the boundary: line of the couiitiés-of Ponc- 


la‘and Tunica,” ae 
In which I am-instructed to- ‘desire the cofiéufrenice of: the 
House of Representatives. ^. Se we AD 


The Senate have passed-bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of titles, to wit: oe 

A* bill'to be entitled “an act to improve the navigation of 
the Tchulá river, and for other purposes;? © =<) 

A bill to be entitled “an ‘act:to incorporate the William 
Dale Lodge, No.:9;%f the Independent’ Order of. Odd Fel- 
lows, in Amite county,” jos 

A bill to-be entitled “an-act*to incorporate thie’ Elmwood 
Academy, i in the’ couhty óf Choctaw,” ° => 

“ A message from the Senate, by Mr; Downs, iheir Seere- 
tary,to wit: 

Mr. SrzAkER— The Senate ‘lave agreed: to’ the ‘amend- 
ment ‘of the: House to the bill:to be- entitled: “ an act to 
amend the revenue laws of this state," 

And.liave also concurred in the amendments mádé by: the 
House to the bill to be entitled “an act to revive the Jack- 
son and Brandon Rail Road and Bridge Company, and to 
secure to the state of Mississippi the debt due from: the 
Mississippi and Alabama Rail Road Company”. - - 
~ The Senate have disagreed to the amendment by: the 
House to the’bill to’ be entitled “an. act to change and 
prolong the time: of' holding the circuit ‘court of pps 
county,”: 

And have iria me to saques thé Houie of Repte- 
sentatives tó' recede frorii their amendment.” : '- 

The Senate have passed a” bill from 'the-House, to be en- 
titled “an act concerning the azséssor and collector of. taxes 
for the county of Tippah.? ^. er. 

They have made an amendment thereto; m an miend- 
ment to the title. : 

In:which I am instrücted to desire thec concurrence of the 
Ho use of Representatives. ^ : 

The Senate have passed a bill" tô be entitled «an act for 
the benefit of the creditors, aúd for tlie relief the stock- 
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holders of the Real Estate Banking Company of. peed 
county.” 

The next order of the day was, aome to wits 

A bill to be entitled “an act to: secure the people from 


taxation, to pay the state bonds issued to obtain stocki m 
the Plante1s’ Bank of this state,” 
Mr. Lemley moved.a call of the House, 
Which was lost. 
On motion of Mr. Durham, 
The bill was referred ioa committee of the whole forth- 


"^ with. 


‘Thereupon the House resolved itself into committee of 
the whole, Mr. Williamson in the chair, and after some 
time spent in the consideration thereof, 

On motion, 

. The committee rose, the Speaker: Coane the chair,‘and 

Mr. Williamson reported the bill with asno 
. On motion of Mr. Williamson, 

“The report of the committee ot the whole was received 
and agreed to. 

The following amendments, adopted i in committee of the 
whole, were severally read and adopted, viz: : 

Fil the blank in second section with. “thirty thousand 
dollars;” 

Fill the blank in third section with “sixty days;"- 

Fill the blank in.seventh section with “two thousand 
dollars; 

Fill the blank in eighth section with “three: thousand dol- 
lars:” 

Fill the blank in tenth section with “fifteen hundred dat 
lars;" 

Insert i in section ten, after the word exceeding, the word 
«two; . 

Strike out in section second the words “elected by the 
Legislature,” and insert “appointed by the Chancellor;” 

Strike out in twelfth section “elected by the Legislature,” 
-and insert “appointed: by the commissioners;”. 

. Strike out in twelfth’ section and second line the word 
“shall, ? and insert the word “may.” 

Mr. Wood moved to engross the bill, and make it- the 
atte order for to-morrow at 11 0 creck, 

_ Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

Ordered, that the bill be engrossed, md made the special 

order for 4 o’clock P. M. to-day. 
On motion of Mr. Puckett, 
The House adjourned until 3 P. M. 
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THREE O'CLOCK Pe Me... T 

Ön monon of Mr. Williamson, 

>The consideration òf the: special order for this hour was 
postponed for five minutes. 

; The-amendment made by: way of ryder to. the bill from 
the House entitled “an act to change and -prolong the time 
of holding the Circuit Court of Tippah hoses and disa- 
greed to by. the Senate, was read, and : 

: On motion of Mr. ‘Runnels, E 

.. Phe House insisted.on their cam mene? 

Ordered, that the clerk inform the Senate of the same, 
and-ask them to recede from: their sll en 

The special order, to wit: 

: Phe bill to bé entitled “an act to provide. for fanding the 
Treasury Warrants: of.the State of Mississippi, issued -prior 
to the first day of January, 1841,” was considered in com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr..Dobyns inthe chair; after some 
time spent therein; the committee rose: and reported pro 
gress, and asked leave to sit again on to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns, 

- "The report ofthe committee was. received and amend to. 

‘~ A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary, to wit: 

The Senate have passed bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of titles, to wit: - 

A bill to be entitled “an act to autliorize. the trustees: sof 
section sixteen, of township twenty-five, of range four, 

east; in-thé county of: Yallóbusha, to: make deeds thereto;” 

: “A bill to be entitled “an act to provide. tor the revenue of 
this state;".- 

And have made undis amendments to the last men- 
tioned bill; 

In which Tam instructed to desire. the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. .:- ; 

The Senate have passed bills of. titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate’ the- Victoria 
and. Locopolis Turnpike Company;”. .- 

. -A billeto be entitled *an act to authorize: Joseph Bryant; 
of Lowndes county, his associates, "heirs; ard. assigns, to 
erecta toll-bridge across the Tombigbeériver;”. . - 

A bill to be entitled “an act to-repeal the ac acts heretofore 
passed incorporating the city of Onus and to Gene the: 
boundaries'and incorporate said city;”. - 

"In which I am instructed to desire. the concurrence sof the 
House of Répresentatives. jo CEA 
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The President of the Senate has this day signed bills of 


the following titles, to wit: 

*An act to declare Loo-ses-coona river a navigable 
stream; CR ug 

* An act-to incorporate a Toll-Bridge Senta over the 
Yazoo Pass; 

«An act to define when Indian reservations shall be déem- 
ed and held liable to taxation ;' 

*An.act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate 
the town of Oxford, in the county of Lafayette; 

‘An aci to authorize the trustees of. township: 10, range 
3, east, to rescind the šale of the 16th.section of said town- 
ship; 

An act to change ihá time of. holdirig the police c court in. 
the county of Marshall; 

*An act to amend an act to divide. ‘this. State into. aes 
Districts for the election of the Judges of the High Court of 

‘Errors and Appeals, and for the Superior Court of Chance- ` 
ry, approved February 15, 18297 | 

*An act to incorporate the Holly Springs and State line 
Railroad Company.’ 

‘An act for the relief of David Shelton; 

‘An act to repeal an aet entitled an act.to incorporate the 
town of Lexington, in the county of lfolmes, approved 
February 25th, 1836; 

‘An act concerning sheriff’s commissions;! l 

‘A resolution to authorize BOE trustees POL Jefferson Col- 
lege to fill vacancies?  . : E 

Special order, to wit: 

The bill to be entitled *an act to place the Uie Bank 
in liquidation, to secure her assets, for the payment: of the 
State bonds, issued for her benefit, and to save e people 
from burthensome taxation,” ] 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Besangon moved the House resolve itself forthwith 
into a committee of the whole, on said bill: : :- 

Which did not prevail. — : : ai edu d 

On motion of Mr- Wilcox, "n E é 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to he read on threo 
several days, was dispensed with,. and said bill. read a. third 
time forthwith by its title. ^ .: 

Messrs. Boon and Acker asked s to, enter their Dro- 
test against the first section-of said bil, — Es 

To which there was no objection. 

Mr. Bradford claimed, (under 3 rule of the House) to be 
excused from voting on ie bill, masmuch:.as he, ds à stock- 
holder, was interested in the passage of the bill. ` i 
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The:Chair décided,. that under. thé rple-of the, E nA the 
gentleman was not entitled to vote. 

Erom which decision Mf. Dobyns.appealed. ' 

=! Ehe ayes- and noes Were:called for and ordered; but be- 
fore the ayes.and noes were taken; r 

‘Mr;.Boon objected to gentlemen voting on: “the. appeal 
who'wete. interésted in-the main: question: the vote. was 
then taken on said appeal, and is as follows, to wit: nd 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker, Ayres, Barrin- 
ger, Besangon, Berry, Bell, Boon, : "Bynum, Cook; Crump, 
Durham, Draughan, Dunn, Ellis of - Jasper, Field; Frost, 
Graves, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Holland, Johnson, 
Kilgore, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Mount, Mur chison, Moody, 
Maury, Marsh, McGowan; Offut, Owens. Prewitt, Ray- 
bnrn, Roberts, Ruff, Robinson; Shelby, ‘Shoemaker, Ter- 
rell, Wilcox, Watson, Wagster and Wood—-47. =~. 

Noes—Messrs. Allen of E nee Barnes, Baldwin, Billups, 
Dickson, Draine, Dobyns, Ellis.of Copiah, Fore, Grinstead, 
Inge, Jones, Means, Moore, Mabry, Norris, Smiley, Stew- 
art, Thompson, Wome n Yerger—21. | 

Mr. Besangon occa aa the House resolve itself i into a 
committee of the whole‘on:said bill, 

: Which was lost. > | - 

: The question then recurred on. the passage. of the bill. | 

Mr. Bradford claimed the right to be excused from voting 
on the. passage: of-the bill, giving his reasons: as. before, 
which excuse, the chair decided to be a sufficient one. ' 

Mr. Ruff appealed-from-the decision of the: um l 

And the question put— i 

“ Shall the decision of the Chair stand? ” 

And decided in the negative. — .— 

So the House refused to: excuse nomen froin voting 
on the passage of said bill, on account of their being: stock- 
holders. 

Mr. Williamson asked to Ba Siue Don voting, - 

And the House refused to excuse him. > 

And then. the bill was put: upon its passage; by ayes nd 
noes, which are as follows: ` 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker; Barnes: : Bar- 
ringer, Baldwin, Cook, Dickson, Downes Draine; Dobyns, 
Dunn, Ellis of Copiah, Ellis of Newton, Finley, Fore, Field, 
Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Inge; J olinson; Jones, : Kil- 
gore;. Lemley, “Land, - Means, Mount,’ Murchison, Moore; 
Maury,: Marsh, Mabry,. McGowan, Norris, ‘Offutt, Owen, 
Prewitt, Rayburn, Ruff Robinson, Runiiela Shelby; Smiley, 
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Shoemaker, Stewart, Wilcox, Watson, Watkins, Wooa and 
Yerger—49. ote ae 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Ayres, Barringer: Beenson 
Berry, Bell, Bradford, Burrus, Billups, Boon, Bynum, 
Crump, Durham, Draughan, Ellis of Jasper; Evans, Frost, 
Graves, Grinstead, Holland, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Moody, 
Puckett, Roberts, Terrell, "o pson, MENO Wiiliam- 
son and Womack—39. 

The question then being— 

* Shall the title stand as stated?” 

Mr. Besancon moved to amend the title, by striking out 
all after the v ord benefit, l 

Which was lost. 

And the bill passed with its title. 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns, s 
The House adjourned to 9 o'clock to-morr ow morning. 


2 


WEDNESDAY, Fesrvary 3, 1841: 


Mr. Puckett asked and obtained leave to change his vote 
on the passage of the bill to be entitled “an act to place the 
Union Bank in liquidation, &c.,” . 

Which was recorded in the negative. 

Mr. Durham presented the petition of sundry eitizens of 
Attala. county, praying a re-consideration of the vote of the 
Legislature whereby the State University was (Opale at 
the town of Oxford, which 

On motion, 

Was laid on the table. 

Mr. Dunn presented ihe petition of sundry citizens of 
Washington county, relative to the school lands of a certuin 
township therein named, which 

On motion, 

Was laid on the table. 

Mr. Draine presented the account of R. McKee, for arti- 
cles furnished the State, which 

On motion, 

Was referred to the committee on claims. - 

Mr. Offutt presented sundry documents which had -been 
improperly referred ‘to the committee on accounts, and. 
asked that the committee be discharged from. the further 
consideration thereof, was discharged, and 

On motion of Mr. Norris, * 
The documents ordered to lie on the table. 
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Mr. Owen, from ‘a select committee, made tke following 
report, to wit: 

Mr. SrEAxER:— The committee to EM was refer fed a 
pétition from sundry” éitizens of the: counties of Pontotoc, 
Tippah, Tishemingo and Itawamba, praying for the orgáti- 
‘zation of a new county, have hàd the same under consider- 
ation, and: believing it to be impracticable and inexpedient 
at present to grant the prayer of said petitioners, have in- 
structed me to report said petition back to the House, and 


ask to he avenatece from a further consideration: of the 


same, which - ' ae É 
" -On‘motion of Mr.- D RR. i 
Was receivéd and agreed to. 
Mr. Baldwin, from a select. committee, made the follow- 


ing report, to wit: 


‘Mr. Sreaxen:—The committee to: whoin was roped 
the petition | of Allen Gilléspie and others, praying the pas- 
sage of “an act to declare the Tippah pass a navigable 
stream,” have had the same under’ consideration, and re- 
quested me to report the following bill: 

Which report was received, and the bill therein. men- 
tioned, read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Baldwin, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills t to be- jud on three 
several days -was dispensed with, and. the billiwas iead a 
second and third time forthwith, and passed with its title as 
stated. 

Mr. Dunn, by leave, introduced a bill to be’ entifled “am 
act for the relief of McLinn Evans,” 

. Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Dunn, É 

The rule was dispensed with, and the bil read the decônd 
time: . 

Mr. Puckett offered an amendment, granting the Board 
of Trustees of School Lands for section sixteen, township 
eleven, range thirteen east, in Neshoba county, the power 
to rescind: the sale of the same, by and with the consent of 
the citizens of said township. 

© Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Dunn, ' 
The rule was further dispensed with, and the bil read 


| He third time. . 


f 


: On motion of Mr. "Harrison, ` 
The title was amended so as to read “and for DRE pur- 
oses.” 


And the bill passed with its title as statéd. > : E 
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Mr. Murchison presented a document in relation to the 
sinking fund, which e 
On motion, 

Was referred to 'the select committee on the sub 
fund. | 

Mr. Lemley, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act for the benefit of John Ralls, of Smith county,” 

Which was read the first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wood, 

Rejected. 

Mr. Bynum moved to call from the unfinished business of 
last session, a bill to be entitled “an act to change and de- 
fine the boundary line between the counties of Jones and 
Jasper," | 

Which was sustained, 

And the further , consideration . thereof. was postponed 
until said bill could be found by the clerk. l 

Mr. Murchison offered the following resolution, to wit: | 

“Resolved, That no new bills shall be introduced in this 
House until the House get through all the orders of. the 
day, 

Which was not adopted. 

Mr. Norris, from the joint select committee on enrolled 
bills, made the following report, to wit: 

Mr. SrEAkER— The joint select committee on enrolled 
bills, have this day examined bills of the following titles, 
viz: 

“An act to revive the Jackson and Brandon, Rail Road 
and Bridge Company, and to secure to the State of. Mis- 
sissippi, ‘the debt due from the Mississippi and Alabama 
Rail Road Company.” 

“An act to amend the revenue iive of this State,” ` 

“An act in relation to the University of the State of Mis- 
sissippi," 

*An act for the relief of Reuben Leech, of Copiah 
county,” 

. *An act to incorporate the town of Canton, in-Madison 
county," 

“An act to make good and valid certain acts of John D. 
e as Deputy Probate Clerk of Thomas N. Martin.” 

Also, — 


“ Resolutions in relation to State Bonds,” 


Tox E 
N i ” 


“A resolution in relation to the Hon. Edward Turner, 


ae of the Judges of the High Court of Errors and. -Ap- 
pe S, bb) 

And have found the same correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Mount, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 


a 
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act to ineorporate Yazoo Hom No. d of Free and Ac- 
cox Masons,” La 1D T 

,5 M hich ‘was rend ‘the first "mies: a 

Mr. Mount moved that the. constitutional rule requiring 
bills to - be read. on: three several days,- he. Te with, 
to the end that said bill be read a second time forthwith, 

Which motion did netjprevall. . 

-Mr. Rayburn,, by leave, introduced: 2 bil to be “entitled 
“an act supplemental, to: dri act entitled an act to, increase 
the bonds of the sheriffs of Wilkinson, Claiborne, ae 
Copiah and Yallobusha counties,” 

. Whieh «was read the first time,- : 

Which bill the Speaker decided to, be out of order, i inas- 
much as;the bill.proposed to-diminish, instead .of i ‘increasing 
the bonds. -- + .. 

- Mr. Shelby moved to call from the orders of the day, res- 
olutions No. 1085 which call was not sustained. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to secure the people against 
taxation to, pay the State. bonds issued to obtain stock in 
the Planters’ Bank of this State,” 

Was read the third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

The House then took up the Misi ca e from the 
Senate. .. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “an act ‘prescribing the 
mode of authenticating lists of MAO ENGIN returned by tax 
collectors,” e À 

Was read thé-first time. | 

On motion of Mr. J ohnson, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on. three 
several days was dispensed. with, and the bill read a second 
and third time, and passed with its title. as stated. . 

The amendments made by the Senate to the bill from the 
Senate, entitled “an act concerning the liens on judgments 
and decrees,” adhered to by the Senate, were considered. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

Resolved, That the House of Representativés adhere to 
their disagreement to the Senate’s amendments, and, that a 
committee of conference, to consist of three members on 
the part of the House, be appointed to meet such commit 
tee of conference as may be appointed by the. Senate, upon 
the disagreement between, the..two Houses, and that the 
Clerk be instructed to inform the-Senate thereof.:. : 

The committee, on the part-of the House, are Messrs. 
Wilcox, Besancon; and Ruff. . 

The amendments made by the Senate. to. the. bill to be 
entitled “an -act to,ingorpprate the Fulton Fire Engine 
Company, .JN9: 3, of Vicksburg,” 
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Were read, and, ae Bs E 
On motion of Mr. Yerger, LM Se 
The House refused to concur i the first amendment; ind 
On motion of Mr. Yerger, 

E House concurred in the scond amendment to said 
bil n 

The amendment made by the Senate to the bil irom ‘the 
House, entitled “an aet for the relief of David Shelton,"— 
striking out the-preamble of said bill, was, 

On motion of Mr. anC Ret E 

Agreed to. 

The following report was received fiom the committee 
on enrolled bills, to wit: 

Mr. Sreaxern—The committee on-enrolled bills Ted this 
day examined bills of the following titles, to wit: 

tAn act to authorize the trustees of section 16, township 
25, range 4, east, in the county of Yaliobushs, to make deeds 
thereto? 

‘An act to improve the navigation of Tchula river and 
for other purposes;’ 

*Àn act to incorporate the William Dale Lodge, No. 9, of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in Amite county ;' 

‘An act to incorporate the Elmwood Academy, in the 
county of Choctaw; 

“An act to regulate the fees of certain officers therein 
named, and for other purposes; 

Which they find correctly enroueds All of which i is re- 
spectfully submitted. 

The bill from the Senate, saa “an act to ETT a 
new county in this state, to be known as E county of 
Prairie, and for other purposes,” 

Was read the first time. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled an act to establish a 
new county in this state, to be called the county of Harri- 
son,” 

Was read the first time. 

Mr. Runnels, from the joint committee on public build- 
ings, made the following report: 

Mr. Spraxer—The Joint committee on public buildings, 
on part of the House, have discharged the duty assigned to 
them, and have instructed-me to report: 

That they have found the- condition of the public build- 
ings as reported by the" commissioner and the architect, 
whose reports are herewith submitted, to which the atten- 
tion’ of the House is respectfully invited. 

Your committee are advised that there is yet due by the 
state, and unpaid, money to individuals who have completed 
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their contracts -in good -fáith, and that. it-will tequire:four 
thousand dollars in good funds to extinguish said debts; and 
purchase materials Tt the completion. of:,.the: Governér's 
Mansión» > - ums n ae 

Your comnie are aded. that ‘there. are. meghanics 
who are indebted to the state, who are willing to work out 
the same on the publie buildings, under such contract as 
they may be enabled’ to. make .with the proper officer for 
the same. 

Your committee are of the opinion that it will. require an 
additional appropriation of-cight or ten thousand dollars te 
complete the Governor's Mansion, and to protect it against 
Y that is inevitable if leto n its. — unfinished con- 

ition.’ .. 

Your committee feel spelled: by a sense of publie juices 
to -add: their testimonial.to the:skill and ability with which 
the architect has performed his various duties. 

Your committee beg leave to offer the bill herewith sub- 
mitted, and ask to be “discharged from a further considera- 
tion of the matter. , | Dos 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

“The bill accompanying the nca report, to wit: a 
bill to be entitled “an act to abolish the office of. commis- 
sioner of public Doroits. and for other purposes": v was 
read, and, - 

On motion of Mr, Runnels, 
The report was received and agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Runnels, `.. : 

' The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on. iiet 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill road a oe 
time forthwith. 

; My. Roberts moved mat ne bill be referred. io a select 
committee, fus | 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Johnson. offeréd the following. amendment, to wit: 
. “Amend, by striking. out all that pore that bates to 
architect, and paying the same.” 

Which was adopted. 

. : Mr. Runnels offered the bilove ai to wit? 

-SAmend 9th. section, by striking out from the enacting 
clause, “That the Attor ney General be, and he is hereby 
authorized to employ assistant counsel in. all. cases where 
the state may be a party, and in his opinion the interest of 
the state shall require; except in such cases as are other- 
wise provided-for by law.” . - - 

Which amendinent was adopted. 
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Mr. Pucket moved to fill the: blank in ou sention hel 
“$1000.”  . i 

Which did not: prevail. x" cê 

Mr. Ventress moved to fill the blank with “$750.” 

Which motion prevailed. - 

On motion of Mr. Rayburn, | 

The vote just taken on Mr. Johnson's aaa tô 
strike out all that related to the architéét and paying thé 
same, was re-considered, 

And affer some debate, i 

The question was again put on n Mr. J ohnson’s motion: to 
strike out, | 

And decided in the negative. ' 

Mr. Offutt offered the following amendment; to wit: 

“Be it further enacted, That in case of death, resigna- 
tion or removal from office of said keeper, it shall be the duty 
of the secretary of state to appoint - & oa ek to fill ne va- 
cancy,” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Roberts moved to re-commit the bill. to a select cóm- 
mittee of three, ; 

Which motion did not prevail. - 

Mr. Runnels moved that the bill be considered as en- 
grossed, and that thé rule requiring bills to be read on tiree 
several days be disoensed with, to the end that the bill 
might be read a third time forthwith, 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and made the M 
order of the day for 12 o'clock, on to-morrow. - 

Special order: 

The bill to be entitled “an act to provide. for funiling 
the Treasury warrants of the state of Mississippi, ‘issued 
prior to the first day of January, 1841,”’ was considered 
i| committee of the whole, Mr. Dobyns. in the chair, 
and after some time spent therein, the committee rose and 
reported the bill with sundry amendments. ; 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns, 
The report was received, and the first amendinant made 


in committee of the whole was agreed to, as CONS to: 


wit: 

“Amend second section by striking out in third line 
line ‘prior to the first: day of January, 1841, and. sixth 
line by striking out * three, six and nine; and inserting ‘three 
four and five,’ and nens out the words SETER! in sixth 
line, and inserting * five.” 

Mr. Tompkins offered dio following E to wit: 


- 
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“Amend, by striking out. al). after the enacting clause, and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: « That - the, pay. war- 
rants of the auditor, shall ‘henceforth be received j jn. discharge 
of all descriptions,of-indebtedness to the: ‘sinking fund,, the 
Seminary Fund and.all and every othêr. description. of. in- 
debtedness to:the state, and, the auditor „shall hereafter. make 
his warrants of. denominations to suit the. _public creditors, 
Provided, that. none: shall be of Jess denomination than five 
dollars,” based , 

: But before the soa: was taken on. said amendment; 

, The.House, on motion, of. ‘Mr. Besangon, adjourned. until 
30 pees PM dc TE F ; 


i, 


THREE o'er ock, P. M. E 7 


ensaio from the Senate by Mr. m bersada 

Mn: Speaxer:—The President of the Senate has this day 
signed bills of the following titles, to-wit: 

.*An act. to, authorize the trustees of section: Gia of 
township twenty-five, of range four, east, in the ponny of 
Yallobusha, to make deeds. thereto;? TUM 

‘An act’ to incorporate ‘the Elmwood Academy, in ‘the 
county of- Choctaw;' ' IE 

*An act.to improve. the. navigation of. Tchula rivery and 
forotherpurposes; ; o 

*An act to incorporate the William Dale Lodge, iubes ' 
nine, of. the Independent : Order ‘of. Odd Fellows, in.Arite 
county; 

‘An act to: regulate the: fees. ot. certain oiigers ‘therein 
named, and for other purposes.’ 

Mr. Boon moved to call from the table. a message. from 
the. Senate .communicatihg, a resolütion appointing a joint 
committee to. fix the.apportionment of Representatives and 
Senators at the next biennial election zi this states, 

ea was not carried. 


2a 


do a 


Pu averting then: tecurring upon ‘ths ister: i strike 
out the first section, subsequently offered, - 
y It was-decided in: the negative... -. -. 
: Mr. Puckett offered 1 the following amendment, which s was 
adopted: - D EE C " T 


ES 
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- Strike out * Treasury,’ and inset é Auditor 3y in first line 
of the first section. ` 

Mr. Crump submitted the followirig amendment: E 

Amend, by adding to the first section— Provided, that’ 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to inhibit 
the said tax collectors from receiving, at any time hereafter, 
the Auditor's warrants, above designated, in payment of 
such arrears of táxes as may be due for the year 1840, or for 
any previous years; and provided, furthermore, that it'shall 
not be lawful for the said tax collectors to receive any: part 
whatever of the taxes ‘accruing for the year 1841, or any. 
subsequent years, in the Auditor's warrants, aforesaid. ` 

Mr. Mount offered the following simendments which was 
adopted: 

Amend 3d section, by str iking out the word é seven, and 
inserting ‘five? - 

Mr. Goode offered the following amendment, which was 
adopted: r 

ea the 13th sections by adding at the end thereof, 
‘and in payment of town lots. in the city/of Jackson.” ` 
Mr. Leake offered tha following amendment, which was 
lost: e 
Amend 1 ith — E second line, by inserting after 
thé word ‘act,’ ‘subsequent to the 1st day of January, 1841.’ 

Mr. Thompson submitted the following amendment, 
which was lost: dE qu o toast 

' *Amend the bill, by striking out the 10th and lith soe 
tions.’ ae 
Mr. Williamson offered the following ameridment, which 
after a few moments conversation, was s withdrawn: 

Amend by adding l 

» “Sec. 94. Be it further enacted, That hereaf ter the rate of 
six dollars, for the forbearance'or giving day of payment of 
one hundred dollars for one year; and ‘at that rate for'a 
greater or less sum, or for a longer or shorter time, may- “be 
taken, allowed and recovéred on'all contracts, bonds and 
notes in writing, signed by the debtor; orders; bills of ex- 
change, and accounts Stated, which ascertain ‘the: sum due, 
. after the same is due and payable, and on all judgments and 
decrees, founded on contracts, debts or: dematids, bearing 
interest, the rate of interest shall be the same as that al- 
lowed by this act on the contract. 

“Sec. 25. Be it further enacted, That it may be lawful 
for the parties contracting by agreement, to' stipulate'any 
rate of interest not exceeding ten per centüm per annum, 
and the same ‘shall be ascertained and collectable, as recited 
in foregoing provisions of this act: Provided, that the rate 
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ofinterest: so-agreed upon:he expressed in the tare of f the 
hote, bill; bond, or writing obligatory.” ... 

Mr. Leake offered the oi amendment, 

.4 Which. Avas: Josts Saban" ED 

Amend by striking out. thé: ténth. section. 

' : : Mr, Beon-submitted the following amendment, 

Which was lost. 

_Amend.the thirteenth; section: by: striking. out of the: fifth 
line from the word MCCOUnE all to the word ‘ofi in the 
seventh lines  . - : T 

Mr. Crump offered the following amendment, 

Which was adopted. — . i5 fi 

Amend the thirteenth. séctión. by inserting in the fourth 
line between the words ‘act’ and ‘shall’ the words “and all 
other auditors’ warrants.” . : . qu 

On motion of Mr. Yerger, 

. The bill was ordered-to be engrossed and made the special 
order. of the:day. for-*o-morroiw,at ten o'clock. . : 

A bill from tlie Senate to be. entitled. *an act to provide 
for the revenue of the, State," with sundry amendments 
made thereto by the Senate, . 

Was read the first time. -:, 

Mr. Offutt moved. to print 1 120 copies of the -bill and. 
amendments,  .. 

Which was lost. 

-Mre Moody moved to-amend by inserting “and o one dol- 
lar for each bale of cotton made or packed in Hus ioc 
which i ' 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns, | 

Was laid upon the table." |... 

Mr. Bradford moved to amend the third line. from the 
last, by striking out the words. seventy-five,” and in- 
serung “sone dollar,” which. ¿> . EAE 

. On motion -of Mr.. Dobyns, ie es. bed -— ae. 

< Was laid on’ the table.. : 

; Mr Lemléy- moved. to:amend b ati out so much of 
the first sectión.as.refers:to taxing. cattle,” 

Which was lost. 

On:motion of Mr. Boon, . tire c 

The House concurred in. the . amendments made. bv. the 
Senate À ae a 

A message from the Senate by Mr Downs, their secre- 
tary, to wit: 

- Ma SrEAkER:— The Senate, have adopted the following 
joint resolution,-to wit::- - =: 

“Resolved, That:a-joint ‘coinmiittee of five members on. the 
part of the Senate, and members -ón the part of the 
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House of Represéntatives, be ‘appointed to prepare andvre- 
port a bill to fix the apportionment’ of Representatives and 
Senators, at the next bietinial election ofthis State, . ~ 
And have appointed on their part, Messrs: enor: 
Wall, Thomas, Green and’ Waltens m |. 5 iie 
In which I am instructed tc-desire thé concurrence of ihe 
House of Representatives. i a Qo Us 
ats resolution cóntáined in the Gregg did was 
rea 
Mr. Wood moved to lay the resolutions on the table but 
before the question was taken; ESO 
On motion of Mr. Watkins, 8g 
The House adjourned until 7 P. M..  : à 


SEVEN O'GLOCK P. M». NE 
'^'The House resumed the consideration of the resolution 
from the Senate, upon the subject of the qa 
On motion of Mr. Boon, p ; 
A call of the.House was ordered. ` 
After the call had progressed some time, - 
On motion of Mr. Baldwin, * d 

The further call of the House was- ERR 

Mr. Wood withdrew his motion to lay thé resolution 
upon the table. 

Mr. Owen moved to fill thé blank in the resolation with 
“nine.” 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, 

The vote just taken upon filling the blank, was re-con- 
sidered, and, 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, 

The blank was filled with * fifteén.” 

Whereupon, the chair appointed on the part of the House, 
Messrs. Boon, Roberts, Ruff, Yerger, Wilcox, Lemley, 
Thompson, Mount, Graves, Durham, Offutt,’ Besangon, 
Means, Stewart, and Leake, and -the resolutions from the 
Senate adopted. z 

A House bill to be entitled “anaet-to pise the mode 
of permanently locatiag the seat of justice of Monroe coun- 
ty,” was read with amendments made by me Senate, and 

On motion of Mr. Yérger, ^" - 

The House concurred therein. ] 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to authorize 
Joseph Bryant, of Lowndes county, his associates, heirs and 
assigtis, to erecta toll bridge across. the Tombigby river," 

Was read the first time. 
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- Oh motion of Mr. Dobyns, .. 
. The constitutional tule requiring: bills to be read on three 


On| 


eren diys, was ‘dispensed with, and the bill passed its 
second reading. 


Mr. Watson moved to ‘amend : "NE sing the Plowing 
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an act ERE “am act, for de suppression of jos hove 
and to discourage the odious’ vice of drunkenness, be; ‘and 
the same is hereby repealed.”. . ~. 

The Speaker decided the aniendraént, out of ófdér. 

- Mr. Dobyns appealed from the’ decision of the chair, but 
before the vote was taken. thereon, | the amendnient was 
_ withdrawn. | . "54 a 

On motion of Mr. Leaké, ^^... . Bon RN 

The following amendment was adopted: . ea. 

“Ainend the third section and sixth a à so ás to require 
the said bridge’ to be finished in three. years”... : i = 

On motion of Mr. Billaps, ^... ok 

The rule. was further dispensed with, the, bill read ‘a third 

time. and passed with its title-as stated, 
A bill from the Senate to be entitled. «qn act to incerge 
rate the Victoria and Locopolis Turnpike’ Comply?” i 
. Was read the first fime. — 
On motion of Mr. Besatigon, ' 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be ‘read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and. the bill, read i à second 
time. 

Mr. Field moved to amend the bill by. inserting iwherever 
the word “ Davidson occurs, with W MW’ before ity” as 
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the name ¢ natius, ' before it? CREME. : 
On mation. of My. Field, — - 

“The rule was further dispensed vidit me bill read a third 
time, and passed with its title as statéd... : 

A bill from the, Senate, to be entitled “an act to repeal 
“me acts heretofore passed, incórporating the city ‘of Colum- 
bus; and to define the boundaries, and. Roo Oe said sity,” 

- Was read the fir, time... 0, is 2-1 

On motion of Mr.  Besangon, ... E 

"The constitutional rule requiring ils to Pe -— ‘on three 
several days. was .dispepsed with, and. the bill was read a 
«second. time. . 5 

Mr. Besangon: moved: to lay. the; sil on. the table, 

Which was lost. a l 

Mr. Lemley niovéd'a further siena à ef the rile, l 

1 Which was lost . D 
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A House bill to be entitled «à act, concerning the asses- 
sor and collector of taxes of the county of: Tippah,” with 
an amendment, was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

The House concurred in the amendment. ! 

A bill from the Senate, to be entitled “an act for the ben- 
efit of the creditors, and for the relief of the stockholders of 
the Real Estate Banking Company of Hinds county,” 

Was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, 

The rule requiring bills to be read on three several days 
was dispensed with, and the bill passed its second reading. 

Mr. Crump moved that the bill be referred to a committee 
of the whole, and made the special o "er of the day for to- 
morrow at 12 o’clock, 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Puckett offered the following amendment, which 

On motion of Mr, Graves, . | 

Was laid upon the table, to wit: ` 

“Provided, no person shall be considered a stock- holder, 
unless he shall have subscribed for stock, and executed a 
mortgage to secure the same, according to the articles of 
association.” 

Mr. Yerger moved to postpone thẹ further consideration 
of the bill until to-morrow, 

Which was lost. | 

Mr. Crump offered the foliowing amendment, which 

On motion of Mr. Graves, 

Was laid upon the table, to wit: 

Be it further enacted, That all the advantajies designed 
to be conferred. upon the members of the Real Estate Bank 
of Hinds county, by the provisions of this act, shall be 
deemed to extend to the members of ory private co-part- 
nership in this state. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, 

Was made the special order of the day for to-morrow at 
12 o’clock, M. 

A bill from tlie Senate to be entitled “an act to define 
the boundary line of the counties of Ponola and Tunica," 

Was read the first.time. . 

On motion of Mr. Shelby, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on n three 
several days, was dispensed with, the bill read a second and 
third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

Mr. Downs moved the House adjourn, 

Which was withdrawn. 

Mr. Ruff moved to call from the orders of the day a bill 
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to be. entitled: “an: act for. the relief of Charles. Dobbs, of 
: Noxubee county,” : 

Which was lost. Poen 

Mr. Bynum moved to call from the AME of de E 
bill to be entitled “an act to define- the: boundaries of the 
l Counties of Jones and J asper," 

“= Which was loste: « i 

RecuLar Onpxns.—A. bill to be entitled “an act to ner 
fect titles under ‘execution sales,” 3 

Was read a third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

A:bill to be: entitléd“¢an act to provide in‘certain cases 
for the collection of debts due the State of Mississippi,” 

Was read a third time. 

“On motion of Mr. Mount, - 

‘The bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the receipt of 
the warrants of the Auditor of Public ‘Accounts on ‘the 
Treasurer of this State, in dictam o aug the zn 
ing and seminary funds,” : ` 

Was read a first time, and, | 

‘On motion of. Mr. Puckett, AR 

Was ordered to lie upon'thetable.. > “: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate Macon Lodge; 
No. 8, of the Independent Order of Oat: LESION) in the 
“City of Vicksburg,” : 

bb read the. third time, and passed with: ts: tit. 'as 
stated. 

. : “Resolutions relative to the Hon: J ohin iru one eof 
- the Judges of the United. States? = > 

Were read the first time.  :: = 

Mr. Graves moved to lay the. resolutions upon the table 
- Which was loste --: 

Mr. Wilcox moved a suspension of the constitutional rule, 
requiring bills to be read on three several dc ioi 

Which ‘was lost. -- dT 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, : ee ee 

The resolution was-inade the special order of: the day for . 
to-morrow, at 12 o'clock. ~ 

A bill to be entitled “an act sippleiental to ah'&et enti- 
tled an act to. incorporate the President and Trustees of 
. the Roman Catholic Society of Christians, in; the city of 
N atchez and its vicinity, and forother purposes”. 

: Was read à third time, and, >€ : 

On motion of ‘Mr. Shoemaker, <- > ^- 

Was. ordered to:lie upon the table. 

. A bill to be entitled “an act tir the: relief of id 
Graves,” IE 


ass 


Was read a third time, and passed withats title as stated. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Franklin 
County Riflemen, and for other purposes,” l 

Was réad a second time. ~: 

On motion of Mr. Smiley,. 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to. be read c on three 
several days was dispensed with, the bill read a third time, 
and: passed: with its title-as stated. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to extend ‘the benefit, of 
. writs of érror, in criminal cases.” 

Mr. Thompson moved to tay ihe bill upon the table 

Which was lost. : 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, . 

The bill was made, the special order: of the day for 12 
o’clock, M. 

A bill-to be entitled “an act: for the. relief of Charles 
Dobbs, of Noxubee ‘county,”. 

"Was read.a' second time. . . . 

Mr. Johnson offered the following amendment, which w was 
lost: . l 

Be it further enacted, That all othér persons convicted 
in the same manner, and: for the. same offence, be relieved 
in the same manner and to the same extent. - 

Mr. Puckett offered thé following amendment, to wit: 

That the provisions and penalties of an act entitled “an 
act for.the suppression of tippling houses, dnd to discourage 
and prevent the odious vice of drunkenness,” approved 
February 9th; 1839,:be; and the same are. hereby: suspend- 
ed, and wholiy estopped, for the term: of two years; and 
that no more money than one dollar. sliall. hereafter be 
drawn from the treasury, for the defraying of. all expénses 
attending unsuccessful prosecutions for violations of the 
. &bove.recited act. = - . ` . 

Mr. Speaker decided, the amendment out of order. , 

Mr. Puckett appealed from the decision: of the: chair. 

And the question being put": . © 

“Shall the decision of the.Chair be. sustained?” = 

It was decided in the affirmative. ' 

., On motion of Mr. Ruff, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills. to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, the bill read a third time, 
and passed-with its title as stated.. 

A bill to be entitled “an ‘act, to, “enable ‘executors or ad- 
ministrators appointed by. ¢ourts of otlier states to maintain 
suits in the courts of.this state, without qualifying i in the 
state of Mississippi," 

Was read a second time. 
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On motion of. Mr. Shoemaker, TEE 
"The: bill was rejected. : . | 


A Bill tobe entitled “an aol prohibiting them use. of cotton 


hooks; ET 
Was- read à second. bcr : . 
“Mr. Lemley. moved to- reject the bil, 
.Which.waslost >- 
‘On motion of Mr. Offutt, 


The constitutional rule requiring bills to be peido on ME 
several days was dispensed. with, the- bill read a third, da 


and passed.with its title as stated. 


-A hilltoó be entitled “an act for the: benefit at. securities.. 
and endorsers of bonds, bills, promissory ics and other. 


evidences of debt,” 
Was read a third time, and passed. 
"On motion of Mr. Watkins, 
The House adjourned until 10 oid to-morrow | 


THURSDAY MORNING, seio 4 1841. 


Mr. Offutt presented the claim of the Southern Sun office 

for printing d done this State, en F 
‘On motion of Mr. Offutt, - - 

Was referred to-the committee on'claims. .: 

Mr. Bell, from the committee on education: made ds fol- 
lowing report, to wit: 

Mr. Sreaxer:—The committee on- education, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled “an act for the encourage- 
ment of schools, colleges and academies,” have had the 
same under considération, and beg leave to report the same 
back to the House: without amendmeat. . - 

The committee have also had under consideration, a -bill 
to bé entitled “an act'to provide for the appointment of an 
officer to-be styled the General Superintendent:of: Educa- 
tion,” and believe the said bill ought: not to Pe l : 

^ All of which is respectfully: submitted; - à 

Which was received and ‘agreed to; and first mentioned 
_ bill therein, read the third time, i 

-And:passed with its titl. as stated. | 

Mr. Robinson, from a select: conimittee, made ‘thefollow. 
ing repot,to wit: 

Mn. SezaxER:— The ‘select committee. to whom was re- 
férred.the petition and memorial of Isaac and .Ethelwin 
Sadler, have instructed me to report, 

That they have examined ‘the ‘model:of the improved gin- 
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stand, and find that the improvement ‘consists in-the.judi- 
cious adaptation of the saws and ribs to the length-of. the 
ztaple, which is done by a double process of ginning. "The 
saws for the first process are placed about an inch apart, 
and are intended to take from the seed about 70. per centüm 
of the cotton; for the second process the saws are. placed 
about half an inch apart, and are calculated to gin the seed 
much cleaner than the ordinary gin. ‘The committee, after 
a careful examination of the proofs, and a very full and 
fair experiment of the model, are of opinion that the improve- 
‘ment is one of the utmost utility to the cotton planter, and 
if adopted into general use, will be productive of great pecu- 
niary ‘gain to the State in the increased quantity of cotton 
that can be procured from the cotton in the seed, and will 
raise the character of the cotton, so as to create a gain in 
that. The cotton ginned by the first process is of superior 
quality, exhibiting the entire length of the staple.free from 
nap and cuts, and in the opinion of your committee, will 
commznd a much higher price than cotton ginned in the 
usual way. In the use of the re-picker as exhibited by the 
model, and sustained by ample proof, there will be to the 
planter a clear gain of ten per centum on the ordinary mode 
of ginning. | 

The committee have instructed me to report to the House, 
that in their opinion, the improvement of the Messrs. Sad- 
lers deserves the countenance and encouragement of the 
planters of the State of Mississippi. - 

Having performed the duty imposed upon them, the com- 
mittee ask to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

i J. B. ROBINSON, Chairman. 

Which report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Allen of Hinds, from a select committee, made the 
following report, to wit: NE. 

Mn. SrEAkER— The select committee to whom was re- 
ferred so much of the governor’s message as relates to the 
state funds, beg leave to report the condition of the sinking 
fund. By reference to statement marked A, showing a list 
of debtors to said fund, with the amount due by each, it 
will be perceived that there are 


Notes on hand to the amount of $93,726 96 
Amount of notes in the hands of D. H. Mande- = . 
ville, attorney, for collection, 365,215 51 


Amount of notes in the hands of R. Hughes, and 


the auditor, 45,867 00 


Total amount of notes-due the fund, . $504,809 47 | 
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Interest on the above amount, to, January 1,1 ida 
will amount to about ^," . . 164,289 42 


Total amount nauni J anuary 1, 1841, ETE 89 
Balance at credit of the fund in the Planters’ ` . 
Bank, as per statement marked B, - J | 92,591 15 


Total, | $761,696 64 
Due to the Planters’ Bank fót advances to pay. ` 

interest on state bonds, $140,000 00° 
Interest on same, about 20,000 00 160,000 00 


Which amount deducted from the amount as | 
above, leaves the sum total due the fund, $601,696 64 
All of which is pepe submitted. 

JAMES J. ALLEN, Chair: mati. 


On motion of Mr. Allen, . 

The report of the committee was received and: agréed to. 

` Mr. Norris, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act requiring the governor to deposite the vouchers exhib 
iting the expenditures of the centingent fund in the auditor 
of public accounts’ office, and other purposes,” 

hich was read the first time.. 

Mr. Burrus moved to cal! from the table, the bill to be 
entitled “an act to incorporate the president’ and directors 
of the Roman Catholic Society of aes in the city of 
Natchez,” 

Which was sustained, « 

, And the bill ordered to be placed cn the orders of the 
ay. 

Orders of the day —. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to divide ‘the militia of 
Itawamba, Ponola and Yallobusha counties, into two regi- 
ments,” 

Was read the third time, 

And passed with its title as stated. 

The bill from the Senate, “to incorporate the. trustees of 
the Williamsburg Male and Female Academies, i in the gouty 
of ris ied | 

, Was read the third. time, | 

" And passed with its title as stated. | 

The bill from the Senate, to be entitled “an act to pre- 
scribe the place of holding the: public. school in ome 
19, range 17 east, in Lowndes county,” 

Was read the second time. 

. On motion of Mr. Leake, 
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The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and said till read the third 
time forthwith, and passed with its title as stated. 

The bill from the Senate, to be entitled “an act for the 
benefit of James Nevals, for services rendered , in arresting 
the outlaw and robber, Alonzo Phelps? ` 

Was read the second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, 

Laid upon the table. . 

The bill from the Senate, to be entitled “an act for the. 
extension of the time now prescribed by law for returning 
. executions in Wilkinson county,” 

Was read the second time. o 

Mr. Yerger offered an amendment, by additional section, 
which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Lemley, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was dispensed with, and said bill read the 
third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an act in relation to constables,” 

Was read the third time, and passed with its title as 
stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an act establishing a Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, in the city of Natchez,” 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Wood moved that the rule be dispensed with, to the 
end that said bill be read the third time, 

Which motion did not prevail. 

The bill to be.entitled “an aet in relation to school lands,” 

Was read the second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Field, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill read the third 
time forthwith, and passed, with its title as stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to alter the constitution of 
the state of Mississippi,” 

Was read the second time. . 

Mr. Watkins moved to lay the bill on the table, 

Which was lost. 

And the question being— 

« Shall this bill be engrossed and read a third time on to- 
morrow ?” 

Was taken. | 

The ayes and noes having been called for, are as fol- 
lows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Hinds, Ayres, 
Barnes, Barringer, Baldwin, Berry, Bell, Bradford, Billups, 
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Boon, 'Byiium,- Cunningham; Downes, Draine, Drauchai, 
Ellis of Jasper, Evans, ‘Field, Frost; Graves, Grinstead; 
Goode, Harrington, Harrison; "Hollánd, “Jones; Kilgote, 
Lemley, Leake, Murchison; Moody, Marsh, Mabry, Me- 
Gowan, Norris; Prewitt, Puckétt, Raybuin, Roberts, Robin- 
son, Smiley, Shoemaker, "Turner, “Thompson, Tompkins, 
Wagster; Wood, ‘Womack, and Yefger. ^ .. ^ ^ ^ 

Noes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker, Burrus, Crimp, 
Dobyns, Dunn, Ellis of Copiah, Fore, Inge, Johnson, Lowe, 
Leggett, Means, Mount, Maury, ‘Offutt, Owen, Runhels, 
Shelby, Terrell, Wiléóx, and Watkins——929;: ^^ ^ 

So the bill was ordéréd'to be énprossed for à ‘third read- 
ing; to-morrow. 7 77. 77 07 l d 

The following méssage was received from the Gover- 
nor, through Mr. Russell, his private Secretary, to wit: 
= Mn. Sresxer:—I am directed by. his Excellency the 
Governor to inform‘this House that he did, on this day, ap- 
prove and sign ° ' ^ ^ "^ JT ee 

“An act to incorporate a toll bridge cómipary-over the 
Yazoo pasy? oet o i 

“An act to défine when’ Indian Yeservations shall: be 
deemed and Held liable tô taxation,” an 

“An act concerning sherifi’s commissions,” . os 
Ft An act to amend an att eiititled an act to incorporate 
the town of Oxford, in the county of Lafayette" — —— 

“An act to repeal an act entitled an act to in¢orporate 
the town of Lexitigton, in the county of Holmes,” approved 
February 25; 1836, ae o M | vane 

“An act to incorporate the Holly Springs and State Line 
Rail Road Company,” —_ : A 

“Anact to authórize the trusteés of township ten, range 
three east, to rescind the sale of the sixteenth section of 
said township," OMNE m 

“An act for the relief of David Shelton,” E 

“An act to change the time of holding the Police Court 
in the county of Marshall? ^ =e m M 

“A resolution to authorize the trustees of Jefferson Col- 
lege to fill vacancies," QU COMES 

“An act to declare Loo-sés-coo-na- river a navigable 
stream," ' : NH MEME do 

“An act to amend ati- act to dividé this state into three 
districts for the electióh of the judges of the High Court of 
Errors and Appeals, and for the Süperior Court of Chan- 
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cery,” approved February 15,1839, . 
All of which originated in the House of Representatives. 
The bill to be entitled “an act to aimend the several laws 
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now in force in this state, prescribing the duties, ke. of the 
Circuit Court of the Third Judicial. District,” . 

— Was read the second time. |, ; 

Mr. Wilcox offered the following amendment: : 

«'T'hat the several courts of: this state shall receive spe- 
cial verdicts rendered by juries .in favor of Banks, payable 
in such money as the jury may direct,” which was 

On motion of Mr. Jones, 

Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Inge, . 

The rule requiring bills to be read on three several. days 
was dispensed with, and the bill read the third time. 

Mr. Wilcox moved to amend the title by striking out of 
the title, the words “third judicial district," 

Which was adopted, 

And the bill passed with its title as amended, 

The bill to be entitled “an act to quiet land titles to the 
rightful owners of lands in the state of Mississippi," 

Was read the third time, 

And passed with its title as stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to authorize Patrick H. 
Fontain, of Pontotoc county, to emancipate his: negro man 
slave Jacque Gilley,” . 

Were read the second time, and 

On motion, . 

. Rejected. 

The “resolutions to Congress in relation to the establish- 
ing of a new land office in the State of Mississippi” 

Was read the second time, and 

On motion, 

Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on-to-morrow. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to facilitate the collection 
of the public revenue of this State,” 

Was read the second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, 

Was laid cn the table, which vote, . 

On motion of Mr. Wilcóx, 
Was re-considered, and 
On motion of Mr. Runnels, | 

The bill was referred to a select committee of three, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Runnels,. Wood and Lemley. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to prevent the teaching of 


E 


slaves to read and write," 
Was read the second time, and mE 
On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, i 
. Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 


415: 


The. bill, to -be entitled & ian act to. ides ca the: transfer of 
titles, to: slaves,” ~~ 

Was read the jecond: tene and 

- On. motion of: Mr.-Bradford, 

Ordered. to lie on the table, - - - 

Special order, ; 

The bill to be entitled “an act to proide for dudes the 
treasury: warrants of this state, issued priot to. the first day 
of January, 1841,” was put upon its passage. 

‘The ayes and noes being called for, were ordered, and 
arè as follows: . . 

- Ayes—Mr, Speaker, Messrs. Bardes, Barringer, Bald: 
win, Besangon, Bradford, Burrus, Billups, Cunningham, : 
Crump, Downes, Dobyns, Dunn, Field; Inge, Jones, Lemley, 
Means, Mount, Murchison, Moore, Maury, Mabry, Offutt, 
Owen, Puckett, Rayburn, Roberts, Ruff, Rebinson, Run- 
nels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker Stewart, Terrell, Wilcox, 
Watkins,;Wood and Yerger—40. | 

: Noes—Messrs. „Ayres, Derry, Boon, Bynum, Durham, 
Draine, Draugban, Ellis of Copiah, . Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of. 
Newton, Fore,.Graves, Grinstead,. Goode, Harrison, Hol- 
land, Johnson,- Kilgore, Leake, Lowe, Leggett, Moody, 
Marsh, McGowan, Prewett, Turneb Tompkins, gate 
and Womack—29. 

. So the bill passed with its title. as stated. T 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tary: . 
Mn. Speaxrn: :—The President of the Senate did on this 
day sign. bills of the following titles, to wit: 

“An act to make good and valid certain acts of John D. 
Jennings, as deputy probate clerk of Thomas. N. Martin.” 

“An act for the relier of: Reuben Leach,’ of Copiah 
county.” , 

“An act in relation to the University of the State of Mis- 
sissippi.” 

“An act to amend the revenue laws of this. state,” 

. “An act to.revive the Jackson and Brandon Rail Road 
and Bridge Company, and to-secure to the State of Missis- 
sippi the .debt due from the Mississippi and Alabama Rail 
Road Company.” 

“An act to incorporate the town of. Canton, i in Madison 
county.” 

“A resolution in relation. to, state bonds.” 

. “A resolution in relation to the Hon. Edward Turner, one 
of the J udges of the High Court of Errors and Appeals.” 

. Mn. Spzaxer:—The Senate have passed bills from the 
House of Representatives of titles, to wit: 


\ 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the "Trustees of 
the Oakland Male and Female Academy, in the county. of. 
Yallobusha;” 

A bili to be entitled “an act declaratory ofthe laws'and 
policy of this State on the subject of domestic slavery ;” 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the appointment. of State 
printer;” 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the benefit of:J ohn Als- ; 
worth; 

A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal an act entitled an: 
act granting premiums to persons killing wolves in "T'ippali, 
Marshall, Chickasaw, Neshoba, Lafayette and Potiola coun- 
ties, approved May 13, 1837," ànd.so much'of “an act’ 
granting premiums to persons killing. wolves.in the counties 
of Tishemingo, Itawamba, Attala, and: Yall obusha, ap- 
proved February 8, 1838.” 

The Senate have amended the second and third mene 
tioned bills, Ies 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives. 

The Senate have passed bills of titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the construction 
of a turnnike road from Greenwood, on the Yazoo river, to 
the Valley Road in Carroll county k 

A bill to be entitled “an act to establish a University in 
the State of Mississippi;” 

A bill entitled “an act to incorporate the Canton and 
Jackson Rail Road Company;” 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Samuel L: 
Moore, and for other purposes;” 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the benefit of the Tax- 
collector of Warren county.” 

Th» Senate have amended the third. mentioned bill by 
way of ryder, 

In all of which I am instructed to desire!the concurrence 
of the House of Representatives. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled «an act for the 
benefit of the creditors, and for the relief of the stockholders 
óf the Real Estate Banking Company of Hinds county 

Was read the third time. 

The ayes and noes were called for on the passage of said 
bill, and are as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Hinds, Barnes, Barringer, Bald- 
win, Boon, Cunningham, Downs, Ellis of Copiah, Graves, 
Goode, Harrison, Leake, Lowe, Moore, Maury, Mabry, 
Norris, Offutt, Owen, Ronik Rohmat SARER Shoe- 
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maker, Tompkins, Wilcox, Watkins, Williamson and Wo- 
;machi«- 28. Me iei y cut 1? 

- Noes-—-Messrse: ‘Acker, Ayres, ‘Bell, . Crump, * Drain, 
" Draughan, Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of, Newton, Fore, Grin- 
_ Stead, Johnson,: Jones,’ Kilgorey ‘Leggett, Means, Mount, 
Puckett, Rayburn, Shelby, Smiley, Terrell, | Wagsten. Wood 


; and; Yerger—925. .. . = 


So the bill passed with its title as stated. on 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced a bill to. be entitled 
* an act to-repeal the third section of an act regulating. the 
rates of.interest," passed June 25,1822, " .^ o. 

Which was 'read the first time. | -. mE 

2, .,Onmetion of. Mr. Williamson, . . 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read. on three 
several days was.dispensed with; and;the bill read a second 
and third time forthwith, and, put upon. its passage... ` 

'The ayes and noes being, called, Tory: "Were ordered, and 
are gs. fellowss... . |. 

“Ayes—Mr. ‘Speaker, ‘Messrs... Allen. of Hinds, Barnes, 
Baldwin, Berry, Bradford, Burrus, Boon, Cunningham, 
“Downes, Dobyns, Dunn, Ellis of. Copiah, Ellis. of. Newton, 
Fore, Grinstead Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, Murchison, Moore, 
Mabry, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Puckett, Rayburn, Roberts, 
- Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker; Tompkins, Wilcox, 
Watkins, W- ood, Williamson, Womack, Wagster: and YXer- 
ger—40. 

N oes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker, Ayres, Barrin- 
ger, Bell, Billups, Bynum, Crump, Draine, Draughan, Ellis 
of Jaspers Field, Graves, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Hol- 
land, Inge, Johnson, Jones, Lowe, Leggett, Means, Maury, 
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^ Marsh, Rabinson and: Terrel—27. ... 


So the bill passed with its title as ‘stated... 

The bill to be entitled * an act to provide for the wih- 
. drawal- of tlie. branghes of the Commercial Bank of, N atches, 
and to wind up the same,” . ` Mos 

Was read the second time, `: a; o 

Mr. Puckett offered the following amendment; to wit: 

“Provided, That said bank shall be’ compelled . ta take in 
- payment sueh money-as it loaned out," - os 

, Which amendment,-on' motion:of. Mr. Dobyns, -. ev 

Was laid on the table. s 

“ Mr. Jones offered the following amendment, ta. wit: 

Be. dt; further enacted,. That a. tender of the.Directors 
-of the: Brandon: Bank, to the said.Commercial Bank, shall be 
‘adawful: tender in payment of: debis due, the said Commer- 
cial Bank,” Dis Moe 

Which amendment was rejected. 
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On motion of Mr. Yerger, "socos: 

'The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on thrée 
several days, was dispensed with, and the bill read a third 
time, and passed, with its title as sttited, 

Mr. Thompson, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 
“an act in relation to candidates.” — 

The bill to be entitled “an act to extend the benefit: of 
writs of error ih criminal cases,” 

bes read the third time, and passed, with its title as 
state 

The bill to be entitled “an - act to abolish the office of 
commissioner of public buildings, and for other purposes,” 

m read the third time, and passed, with its title as 
state 

The resolutions relative to the establishment ‘of a new 
land mail route from Memphis to Vicksburg, 

Were read the second time. 

Mr. Shelby offered the following amendment, to wit: 

And be it further resolved, That our Senators and Re- 
presentatives be requested to procure the passage of a 
“law to establish a cross mail, to connect with said route, at 
the town of Victoria, and run to the town of Locopolis, in 
the county of Tallahatchie, which said route shall be semi- 
weekly,and that the river mail be made to stop at said 
point, and put out the northern and southern mail for În- 
terior Mississippi,” 

Which was adopted. : i 

On motion of Mr. Shelby, 

'The constitutional rule was dispensed with, and said re- 
solutions read a third time, and passed. 

The resolutions to Congress me to the chartering of 
a National Bank, 

Were read a second time, 

Mr. Yerger moved that the constitutional ile be dis- 
pensed with, to the end that said resolutions might be Jead 
a third time, and put upon their passage, ` ` 

Which was lost. : 

On motion of Mr.: Bimas 

The resolutions were ordered to be engrossed,’ and iis 
the special order of the day for half past 11 o'elock on to- 
morrow. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to amend. aii ‘act: -entitled 
an act to repeal the 15th section‘ of the act entitled an‘ act 
further to extend relief to debtors, passed thè: 23d day of 
January, 1824, and for other purposes, approved: ue a 
day of February, 1827,” and | 
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A bill to-bê ctititled tan act to reduce the fees of certain 
officers therein named, and for other purposes,” © ` 

Were each severally read the third time, and passed, 
with their titles as stated. . " 

"Thé bill to be entitled “an act to further dispose of the 
‘seminary lands which have been sold and n not paid on 

Was read the third time, and; l | l 

On motion of Mr. deus 

Laid on the table. . `” i | 

"The bill from,the Senate, io be entitled San act concern- 
ing sheriffs, and their paying'over money,” 

Was read the second and third time. 

On motion of Mr.Lemléy,^ =- | 

The title’ was so amended as to strike « out. herifi; and 
insert attorneys;- ^ - na 

And the bill passed, with: its vile ; as amended, É 

The bill from the Senate, to be entitled “gn act. to amend 
the ‘Penitentiary: Laws of this’Stdte, and. fot other puis 

oses,’ . 

Was read the second time. ge PE 

Mr. Johnson offered the following ámendment, to wit: . 

` Beit further.enacted, That ‘all prisoners brought to the 
city of Jackson, by any lawful" officer, to be.tried by any 

court, shall hereafter be “placed. in the penitentiary, under . 
the care of the keeper thereof, and fed out of the common 
stock of provisions until removéd by authority of law, 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Watkins moved to: lay thé bill, with its amendment, 
on the table, : 

Which was lost pue E 

On motion of Mr. Johüson," X: T 

The constitutional rule was dispensid with; and the bill 
read a third time and passed with its title as stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an: act to‘ change the name of 
Henry Stephenson to that of Henry. Myrick, of Perry 
county, ‘and for‘other purposes," ` 

.. Was read á second time. (- °° 7 0c 

" On motion of Mr: Owen, ~:~ ` a 

* The constitutional rule was. dispensed with and the bill 
read a third time; and passed y with its title as stated. 

The bill to be entitled “anact to amerid an act,to incor- 
‘porate the Belmont and: si Bridge Codipiny, in the 
state of Mississippi," : 

Was read the second time.- > 

+) My, Leake offered an o to said bills i 

' But before thé question was taken on its adoption, n 

On motion: of Mr. Shoemaker, ^ i 
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The bill and amendment was,laid-on the table, « 

The bill to be entitled an act, to aegilate ihe, sale of e cer- 
tain articles therein named,” "m 

Was read the second time. l l 

Mr. Puckett offered the following amendment, to wit: 

“This act shall not be so. construed;as to affect any.coun- 
ty where no physician resides,” | | 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Dobyns, 

The vote just taken on Mr, Puckett’s amendment: was 

reconsidered, and the amendment adopted... 
On motion of Mr. Lemley; . 

The bill with its amendment was.laid on the table, 

The bill to be entitled “an act authorizing the trustees of 
the sixteenth section, township nine, range Six, east, to 
make certain titles therein named,” . l 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Field offered the following amendment, which was 


“adopted, to wit: 


Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the members of the 
Board of. Police, acting as trustees of school lands in 
Bolivar county, be, and they are hereby empowered and . 
authorized to make and perfect to Francis Patterson, jr. a 
title to section sixteen, in township twenty-one, range eight, 
west, of school lands in said county, heretofore sold to him; 
upon his satisfactorily showing to said Board that has 
paid the purchase money. | 

On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, 

The bill with its amendment was ordered to ie ‘engrossed 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Watkins, . 

The House adjourned to 30 MIR PM. a 


THREE -0° CLOCK, Pe My. 


Mr. Runnels submitted the following report, viz: 

Mr. Spraker—The committee to whom has been feferred 
a bill to be entitled “an act to facilitate the collection of the 
public monies:of this state,” have had the same under: con- 
sideraticn, and beg leave.to report the Dil, as amendeds. . All 
which is respectfully submitted... 
. The bill reported by the -select- committee, as s amended, 
was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, - . 

The constitutional rule,requiring | bills to: ‘be read- on three 
several, days was dispensed with, the. bill. read.a second and 
third time, and passed, with its. title as stated. .. i 
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The amendments made by; the Senate toa House: bill, to 
be :entitled “ai, act for the a ppointment ‘of State Printer, 
to tegulate, the fees óf the. Reps orter. of the; High, Court of, 
Errórs and Appeals, and for other purposes,” were read, and. 
mos motion of Mr. Runnels, aa 

ousé disagreed to the, anion diners made hy the 
Senate to.the, 5th and 6th sections of said bill. ' 


= 


“On motion.ó t, Goode, - P S 
The House; eder tó the last amendment "m to said 
bill by the Senate, ` 


A. bill ftom the. Senate to be entitled «an „act for the bene- 

fit of the tax collector o ‘of Warren — 

“Was read the first time... . | 
‘On motion of Mr. Downes,. ` : i 

The constitutional rule i requiring. "ils. to bé rad. on three 

. several days was dispensed with, the’ ‘bill read à a- second, and 
third time, and passed with its title as stated. ` 

_ A bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act for then relief 

of Samuel L. Moore, and for other purposes; Res AN 

Was read, the first time, a I o Re. DR 

^ On motion of Mr. Robinson, - E mm 

“The constitutional rule requiring bills tó be read ó on three. 
several days ` was dispensed with, the. bill was read the se- 
cond and third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

A: bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the, Canton 
and Jackson Railroad Company,” vite pum in the’ 
Senate, _ RC "mn 

„Was read the first time. - ^ TY E a a 

-On, motion of Mr. Offütt, . 

Tho constitutional rule. r requiri ng bile i be read on three 
several days was dispenséd with, the bill redd a sécond and, 
third time, and passed with its filleasstatéd, ` 

Mr. Yerger submitted, the following resolution, which by. 
a rule of the House, lies one day on the table: ^, .. | 

Resolved by. the; Legislature of the. State of, ‘Mississippi: 
That the joint resolution, fixing Friday, the 5th’ of Fébrua- 
YY mista ÃO for- the: adjournment, of. the, Legislatures bé re- 
scinded. 

A bill ‘from, the 'Sehate. to ‘be entitled ign act to” áüthor 
ise the construction of a Turnpike Road from Greeiwood, 
on.the Yazoo Rivers to the Valley Road in, Carroll, poupty;" 

"Was read the first time. > 

On. motion of Mr. Maury. . ... 

' The constitutional tule : requiring | bills fo "be read. on hive 
several days was dispensed with, the bill read a second and. 
third) times; and passed, with. hits t title as stated, l 
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Mr. Norris sutimittéd the following report: ^. 55, 55. 
Mr. Spraxsr:—The joint select, committee on enrolled, 
bills, have this day examined bills of the following titles, 
to wit: 000 23.5 8 H un Ibo. togas af 

“An act to prescribe 
the seat of justice of Monroe county;?:' ^.^ ^7 ni 

“An act concerning the assessors and-collectors of taxes 
for the counties of Tippah and Ponola, Mississippi?"  .. 

Aud have found the same correctly enrolled.. , . ... 

| "ON , WM. A. NORRIS, Chairman. ~ 

The bills named in the foregoing report were üpon this 
day signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to establish 
a University in the State of Mississippi,” — — i 

Was read the first time. . EN 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, © 

The bill was laid upon the table. — P i 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tary: NE: "ue 
Mr. Sreaxer:—The Senate have receded from their dis- 
agreement to the amendment by the House to the bill from 
the Senate to be entitled “an act to change and prolong the 
time of holding the Circuit Court of Tippah county.” ` 

The Senate have passed bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives to be entitled *an act authorizing the adminis- 
trator of Howell W. Runnels, deceased, to pay for a certain, 
portion of the seminary lands purchased of the State under 
the provisions of an act to provide for selling the thirty-six 
sections of lands granted by tlie United States to the State 
of Mississippi for a seminary of learning, and to deposite the 
proceeds of said: sale, approved March 2d, 1833; 

A bill to be entitled *an act to incorporate Macon 
Lodge, No. 8, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows in 
the city of. Vicksburg;” `` a ee, ey ETS K 

“Resolutions relative to fugitives from Georgia and Vir- . 

ina; ` | 2s 

The Senate have passed “a resolution in relation to the 
establishment of a river land district on the Mississippi;^' | 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. — Trias D 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tary: ; j m 
Ma. SpEAxER— The Senate have concurred in the amend- 
ment of the House to the: bill from the Senate to be entitled 
“an act to authorize Joseph Bryant, of Lowndes county, 
his associates, heirs and assigns, to erect a toll ‘bridge across 
the Tombigbee river.” 
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the mode öf 'pernianently locating 
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eni te, by. Mr, Downs; their s secre- 
tary,, viz: 

à. Seidkun:— The. yodident E ifie Senate. has, ;this 
day signed bills of the following titles, to wits 7. 

“A "bill to be entitled “an act concerning “the assessors ‘and 
collectors of taxes for the counties of Tippah and: ‘Ponola, 
Mississippi;” . 

A bill to bs entitled “àn act tò préscribe the mode. of 
permanently locating the seat of justice of Monroe county. 4 

A message from the Senate, by Mr: Downs; their-secre- 
tary, vio o- 

“MR. Speaker :—'Thé Senate have ‘concurred i in the TE 
ment of the House tô the Senate bill entitled “an act fer the 
extension of. the time now prescribed hy law for returning 
executions in'the county of Wilkinson.” . . 

Resolutions from the Senate “relative to the- Establish- 
ment of a River Land District, on, thie Mississippi” oe 

Were read the first time. , : D 

“On motion of Mr. Shelby, — . 

The constitutional rule requiring bills fo he read on three 
several days was dispensed with, the resolutions read a, sec- 
ond and third time, and passed with. the title as stated. 

Mr. Maury, from the committee on claims, reported a bill 
to be entitled “an act making certain appropriations therein 
nated,” 

Which was read the first time. . . , 

On motion of Mr. Maury, a i 

‘The, constitutional rule requiring > bills to be read u on three, 
several days ` was dispensed with, and the, bill read a second: 
time. `' 
On mation ‘of Mr. Maury, | oe 
“The bill was referred to a committee “of. the’ whole; ani: 
made-the special order for'8 o’élock, P. M., e AR se 

On motion of Mr. Watkins, . m 

The House sooni until 7 o lock. P. M. "M 
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On motion of, Mr. Williamson, - 7 | 
A bill to be entitled “an act to establish a new, UN. to 
be called the couaty of Harm: was a called from. the or. - 
ders of the day, and 
Read a second time. ... - 
Mr. Holland moved to amend the hd, dy. isiriking. 
out the word. *' Harrison" hereter it occur, andi insert 
“Croghan.” É "A E pO A g 
On motion of. Mr: Draughan, m 
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The amendment, was laid upon the table... 

On motion of Mr. Williamson,’ i 

The constitutional rule was dispensed with, and ihe bill 
read a third time. 

Mr. Baldwin moved to. aniend by way of ryder, which 
amendment, 

Mr. Speaker decided was out of order. ^ . 

a E question then being upon the final passage a of said 
i 

The question was put— 

And decided in the affirmative. T 

The regular order, to wit: a bill to be entitled tan dct 
supplemental to an act entitled aet to increase the. salary of 
the Secretary of State, and to make an appropriation for 
the purposes therein mentioned, Mp February 22, 
1840," was read, and | 

On motion of Mr. Puckett, | 

Was ordered to lie upon the table. | 

A House bill to be entitled “an act to abolish the office 
of assessor, and for other purposes,” 

Was read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Puckett, 

Was ordered to-lié upon the table. 

A Senate bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the 
Columbus Fire Company; No. p^ was read a third tiñe and 

assed. 

A Senate bill to be entitled, 

‘An act supplemental to an act entitled an act to amend 
an act entitled an act to incorporate the Grand Gulf Rail 
Road and Banking Company, approved December 23d, 
1833, and also to amend an act entitled an act to amend the 
charter of the President and Directors of the Grand Gulf 
Rail Road and Banking "Company, appr roved DE 12, 
1838,” 

Was read the second time. - 

On motion of Mr. Maury, Bs 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was dispensed with, the bill read a third time 
and passed with its title as stated. . 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act for the ben- 
efit of the President, Directors and Company of the Com- 
mercial and Rail Road Bank of Vicksburg,” ` 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Downs submitted the following ainéndment, which 
was adopted: | 

Section 3d, strike out the word ‘‘not,” in line tenth, and 
insert “or others,” after the word “them” ` 


185 
a ee do d 
“On motion of Mr. Down. n$, . Aa 

The constitutional rule requiring | “pills fo Te Sonde on three 
several days, was dispensed. with, the. bill was read. a third 
time and passed. ‘with its title as stated. - 

A House bill to, bé entitled “an. act; to. “change the name 
of ‘the Mississippi College, and, for ‘other purposes," sas 
read, together "with the ‘améndiuehis made, by: ‘the Senate. 

‘On motion of Mr. Robinson, ` 

The House disagreed ‘to ‘the, amendments: made to said 
bill by the Senate... 

_A message from the Senate, by Mi.’ Downs, their secre- 
tary: 

Mr. Spraxer:—The Senate have passed bills from the 
House of titles, to wit:. ^. 

A bill tò be’ éntitled “an act to quiet land titles io the 
rightful owners of lands in the State. of , Mississippi;" 

“A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize ' the county Po- 
lice of thel several counties in the State to expose to public 


sale all the ‘depreciated bank paper in ‘their respéctive coun- 


ty Treasuries, and for other purposes;”.. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporaté the town ‘of 
Colbert, in the county of Lowndes;? ea 

“A resolution to Congress relativê to à "baiikrupt law,” 

They, have made amendments to the resolution, 

In which I am instructed to desire. the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives. 

A House bill, to be entitled “an act concerning the Com- 
mercial Bank of Manchester, and further | to reduce the ça- 
pital stock thereof” was tedd the seçond time . . . 

'On motion of "Mr: Burris, | E : ` 

The constitutional rule was dispensed with, the bill read | 
a third time, atid passed with its title as stated. 

A House bill, to be entitled “an act to authorize the tax 
collector of Yallobusha county to make his return to the 
Auditot of Public Accounts, for the fiscal ` year of” 1840, on 
the Ist Monday in May, 1841, 3 and for other: (poen | 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Shoemaker moved to. amend, by. inserting after the 
word * Yallobusha,” “and Copia county,” xd 

a Which was adopted. . pda dee Hp 

‘On motion of Mr. Ra: yburn,. "XS MM 

The bill was ordered ‘to "he engrossed, and ‘made the spe- 
cial order of the day. for to-morrow, at ‘half past 11 o'clock. 

` The Speaker afinounced the special order fot 8 o'clock, 
to wit: , 

A Dill ‘to be entitled “an ‘act “making” “certain apprópria- 
tions therein named.” 
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The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole 
upon said bill, Mr. Roberts in the chair, a " 
And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
the Speaker resumed his chair, and Mr. Roberts reported, 
that they had had the same under consideration, had made 
some progress therein; arid had instructed him to ask leave 
to Sit again on to-morrow, at ten o'clock, A. M. ' 
On motion of Mr. Roberts, . ` 
The report was received and agrecd to. 
On motion of Mr. Johnson, a 
The House adjourned until half past 9 o'clock, A. M. to- 
morrow. | 


FRIDAY, Fesrvary 5, 1841. 


A message “rom the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their secretary: 

Mr. Speaxer:—The Senate have passed bills from the 
House of Representatives, of the following titles, to wit: | 

A bill to be entitled “an act declaring Hobolochitto creek 
a navigable stream;" 

A bill to be entitled “an act to divide the militia of Ita- 
wamba, Ponola and Yallobusha counties into two regi- 
ments éach;” A 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Charles 
Dobbs, of Noxubee county ;" | 

« Resolutions in relation to a-tariff;" 

- A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Com- 
merce, Hernando, and Eastport Rail Road Company." 

Mr. Speaxen—The Senate have concurred m the resolu- 
tion of the House in relation to a committee of conference 
on the subject matter ofa bill to be entitled “an act to regu- 
late the liens of judgments and decrees,” and have appoint- 
ed on their part, Messrs. Green and Tucker. 

The Senate have disagreed to the amendments made by 
the House to the bill from the Senate. entitled “an act to 
amend the penitentiary code of the state, and for other pur- 

oses.” . 
i The Senate have passed.bills of the following titles, 
to wit: | E 

A bil to be entitled “an act to amend the sixteenth 
section of an act, approved the 16th of February,.1838, en- 
titled an act to amend an act to provide for the erection of 
levees in the county of Washington, passed March 2d, 
18333” l 

A bill to be entitled. “an act for the relief, of Daniel 
Thomas.” l i | 
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. Mrs Bradford presented:the petition of- sundry citizens 


of Ponola county; praying\the grant of anew: county, | 
Which was laid on the table; ;. cus u.s ^ 


Mr Thompson, by leave; 


introduced a bill-to be entitled 
‘an act for the benefit of Sinah: Ford;*wife of Pleasant P. 
Ford, of Tippah county, and her: nn dd fór other 
purposes? : à; k 

Which was read tthe first mie ; e 

On motion, 

The constitutional rule was dispensed: with, and said ^il 
read a second time. . : 

Mr. Graves offered the following amendment, to wits : 

* Provided, that the provisions of this: aet be exténded 
to all women in a similar situation,” . dE ae 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, - 

The rule was further dispensed with, and m bill fend a 
third time, and passed with its title as. stated. I 

“ Orders of the day: : C E 

The bills of the following titles, to wit: l 

A bill to be entitled “an act to legalize the lease of cer- 
tain school lands in the county-of.Coahoma;” `` 

A bill to be entitled “an act to define the boundari ies of 
the counties of Tunica and Coahoma;" the. bill entitled “an 
act to incorporate Macon Lodge; No. as i Free and. Ac: 
cepted-Masons;?  . 

Were each severally read the: dnd time, . 

And passed with their titles as stated. ge 

The. “resolution from the Senate in Reinos to HE two 
per cent. fund," ^ 

Was read the third time. 

Mr. Crump moved to re-commit ahs resolution forthwith 
to a committee of the whole, 

: Which was loste . | 

The question was then taken on the passage ud the reso- 
lation.’ - 

The ayes and noes s were. aei for, ind are as follows: 

 Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Hinds, Berry, Bynum, Dickson, 
Downs, Draughan, Dunn, Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of Newton, 
Fore, Field, Frost, Grinstead, Goode, Harrison, Holland, 
Jones, Lemley, Lowe, Mur chisons Moody, Moore,. ‘Marsh, 
McGowan, Puckett, Roberts, Ruff, Robinson; Ruff, Roberts, 
Runnels, Shelby, Shoemaker, . Turner, Terrell, ‘Tompkins, 
Wilcox, Wagster; Wood, Womack and Yerger—39.. 

Noes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker; Ayres, Barnes, 
Barringér; Baldwin, .Besancon,. Bradford, Billups, Boon, 
Cook, Cunningham, Crump, Durham, Draine, Evans, Inge; 
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Johnston, Kilgore, Leake, Means, Norris, ores ee 
Rayburn, Smiley; Stewart and ''hompson—29: . 

So the resolution was adopted. : 

Mr. Durhani, by leave, introduced the resolution by the 
Legislature of the State of Mississippi, 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Durham moved that the consin rale be dis- 
pensed with, to the end that said resolution be read a second 
time forthwith, 

Which motion did not prevail. - | 

Mr. Norris, from a select committee, dida a a 
which, 

On motion of Mr. Norris, 

Was received and agreed to, and two hundred copies or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Bradford moved that the report ts laid on the table, 

Which was lost. 

On motion. of Mr; Shoemaker, 

The vote taken on yesterday on the rejection of “a bill 
for the benefit of John Rawls, of Smith county,” was re- 
considered, 

And the bill was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sheemaker, 

The House resolved itself forthwith into a eee of 
the whole, Mr. Shoemaker in the chair, on said bill; after 
some time spent therein, the committee rose, and reported 
the bill without amendments, and 

On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, 
The report of the committee was received and agreed:to. 
On motion of Mr. Yerger, 

The constitutional rule was dispensed with, and the bill 
read a third time, 

And passed with its title as stated. i 

The special order of the day for ten o "clock vw was is taken up; 
to wit: 

The bill to be entitled “an act making certain appropri- 
ations therein named,” was considered in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Boon in the chair; after some time spent in 
consideration of said bill, the committee rose, and reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit agen at seven O ae this 
evening, and i 

On motion of Mr. Boon: 

The report was received and agreed to. i 

The following report was received from the committee | 
on enrolled bills: à 

Ma. Seraxen:— The committee on enrdlled bills have 
examined bills of the following titles, to. wit: 
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“An vet for tlié/benefit of the creditors and for thé velief. 

of the stockholders of the Real Estate Banking Company, ‘of 
Hinds‘ “eoutity;” pet 

*Anactfor thé relief of Sarinel Le Moore, and for other 
pürposes;" <- 

“An act concerning attorneys at ar and, their paying 
Over money? ^7 Of ai mota 

“An act to change and prolong the time of holding the 
circuit court in Tippah county ;” . 

` «Ani act to incorporate the ‘trustees-of the: Williamsburg 
Male and Female Academy, in the county of Covington;” 

‘An act forthe benefit of the tax collector of the county 
of Warren;" 

". “An act for the encouragement of Echon ay colleges, and 
academies;” ^: = tos 3 

“An act to alter the boundary M of the counties of Tu- 
nica.and Ponola;” > ` 

“An act to prescribe the place of holdirig public schools 
in township number nineteen, of: range seventeen, east, in 
Lowndes county;? `` 

“An act to incorporate the Victória and Locopolis Tor- 
pike Company ;” | 

“An act to establish a new county in this state, to be 
called the county of Harrison;” 

“A resolution in relation to the Sa toblihment of.a river 
land district on the Mississippi;” 

“An act for the benefit of’ the President; Directors and 
Company of the Commercial and Rail Head Bank, Vicks- 
burg;” ` 

“An act supplemental to an act entitled am actito amend 
am act entitled'an act to incorporate the Grand Gulf Rail 
Road and Banking Company, approved .December 23, 
1833, and also to amend an act entitled an act to amend 
the charter'of the President and Directors of the Grand 
Gulf Rail Road:and ‘Banking Company, approved Feb. 12, 
1838;" 

“An act to:authorize the construction of a turnpike road 
from Greenwood, on the Yazoo river, to the Valley road in 
Carroil county ;” 
` *An'actfor the extension cf the time now preseribed by 
law for retürnihg ‘executions in. the county of Wilkinson, 
and for other purposes; 

“An act prescribing the" mode of suthentieating lists of 
insolveneies returned by tax:collectors;” ’ 

“Aw aet to'authorize James Bryant, of Lowndes, and his 
associates, heirs and assigns, to erecta tell pringe ae across the 
Tombigbee river;” 
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“An act to incorporate the Columbus Fire Company, 
No. 1;” a a M a O 

“An act to revive and further extend certain provisions 
of an act to authorize the Stockholders of the Bank of the 
State of Mississippi to close their affairs with as much ad- 
vantage to the public end as little inconyenience to the in- 
dividual stockholders as possible, approved December 19, 
1831;” a . 

Which they have found correctly enrolled. - T 
, The Speaker of the House signed the above bills on this 

av. R 

A message from the Governor by Mr. Russell his private 
secretary: 

Mr. Speaxer:—I am directed by his Excellency, the 
Governor, to inform this House that he did on this day ap- 
prove and sign MC ; 

*An act to prescribe the mode of permanently locating 
the seat of justice of Monroe county ;" 

*An act concerning the assessors and collectors of taxes 
for the counties of Tippah and Ponola;” ` 

“A resolution in relation to the Hon. Edward Turner, 
ce Judges of the High Court of Errors and Ap- 
peals; 

“An act to make good and valid certain acts of John D. 
Jennings, as Deputy Probate Clerk of Thomas N. Mar- 
tin; - 

“An act for the relief of Reuben Leech, of Copiah 
county ;" 

“An act to improve the navigation of Tchula river, aud 
for other purposes ;" = 

“An act to incorporate the William Dale Lodge, No. 
9, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in Amite 
county ;" l 

“An act to authorize the trustees of section sixteen, of 
township twenty-five, of range four, east, in the county of 
Yallobusha, to make deeds thereto;" 

All of which originated in the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Norris, from the joint standing committee on enrolled 
bills, made the following report, to wit: 

Mr. SeEAkER:— [he joint select committee on enrolled 
bills did this day examine bills of the following titles, to wit: 

“An act to incorporate the Jackson and Canton Rail 
Road Company,” and a resolution “in relation to the two 
per cent. fund," and found them correctly enrolled. 

W., A. NORRIS, Chairman. 

Which bills were this day signed by the Speaker of the 


House of Representatives. 
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_A veto message from the Governor, by Mr. Russel, his 

private Secretary: .. l EN 
|. VETO MESSAGE. 

To the House of Representatives: _ . ot, 

The Chairman of the joint committee on enrolled bills, 
presented to me on the first instant, for my signature and 
approval, the following resolutions:. - . st 

«1. . Be it resolved by. the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, That the State of Mississippi is bound to the hol- 
ders of the Bonds of the State of Mississippi, issued and 
sold on acceunt of. the Planters’ and. Mississippi Union 
Banks, for the amount of the principal and interest. due 
thereon, |. |  . m e 

* 9, Be it further resolved, That the State of Mississippi 
will pay. her Bonds, and preserve her faith inviolate. . 

«3. And be it further resolved, That the insinuation that 
the State of Mississippi would repudiate her bonds, and 
violate her plighted faith, is a calumny upon the justice, 
honor, and dignity of the State.” | 

These resolutions are not in the proper form to have the 
force and effect of a law, and cannot, if approved, have any 
obligatory force on succeeding legislatures or on the people 
of this State. The fourth section of the third article of the 
Constitution provides, that “ the legislative power of this 
State shall be vested in two distinct branches: the one to 
be styled the “Senate,” the other “the House of Repre- 
sentatives,” and both together “the Legislature of the State 
of Mississippi," and the style of their laws shall be .* Be it 
enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi?” 1 
am at a loss to determine upon the object of presenting 
such resolutions for Executive sanction. They do not 
proposé to appropriate money, or to raise money to pay 
the principal and interest of the Bonds of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, issued and sold on account of the Planters’ and 
Mississippi Union. Banks. "Taken in their most compre- 
hensive sense, they simply amount to an expression of opin- 
ion on certain questions, by a majority of each branch of the 
Legislature. They certainly. are not such. resolutions as 
are intended to be embraced in the sixteenth section of the 
fourth article of the Constitution, . oo 

I understand that certain resolutions in favor of the char- 
ter of a National Bank have passed the House, and have 
been sent to the Senaté for concurrence. It no doubt is 
expected that those -resolutions.shall have the effect of in- 
structions to our delegation in Congress. Surely it will 
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not be contended that the Executive could rightfully veto 
those resolutions. His sanction is not required, by the 
Constitution, to give them effect. . 

The Senate and House of Representatives having de- 
clared by solemn resolutions, “that the State of Mississippi 
is bound to the holders of the Bonds of the State of Missis- 
sippi, issued: and sold on account of the Planters’ and Mis- 
sissippi Union Banks, for the amount of the principal and 
interest due thereon,” and “that the State of Mississippi 
will pay her Bonds, and preserve her faith inviolate,” it be- 
comes obligatory upon them at the present session to pro- 
vide the ways and means of paying the interest punctually 
in specie, and the instalments as they become due. I can- 
not for a moment suppose that it was expected that those 
resolutions would satisfy the Bond holders without provi- 
sion being made at the present session to provide for the 
faithful redemption of the promises therein contained. I 
cannot suppose that the Legislature will adjourn without 
enacting a law providing for raising by taxation a sufficient 
sum to redeem the plighted faith of the State, as understood 
and declared by the House. 20 

If the resolutions were presented to ascertain whether 
the Executive.would veto such a bill—they are contrary to - 
all precedent, in violation of the Constitution, and calculated . 
to destroy that harmony which should always exist between 
the co-ordmate branches of the Legislature. The Consti- 
tution expressly requires that the Executive “shall from 
time to time give to the Legislature, information of the 
state of the government, and recommend to their consider- 
-ation such measures as he may deem necessary and expedi- 
ent. In accordance with these injunctions, | gave you, in 
my annual message, full information of the state of the gov- 
ernment, and recommended various measures to your con- 
sideration. I discharged this duty, not by “ insinuation,” but 
in a manner direct, plain, and positive, under a full sense of 
the high responsibilities of my station, and the solemn sanc- 
tion of my official oath. The Constitution gives the Execu- 
tive only a qualified negative on the passage of laws, and 
vests the whole legislative power in the Senate and House 
of Representatives; for they can pass laws notwithstanding 
his objection. 1 therefore conclude that the following ob- 
jects were contemplated in presenting these resolutions: 

1st. A direct censure on the Executive to be recorded on 
both journals of the House, and transmitted to succeeding 
ages. i 

“od. An affirmance of the sale of five millions of State 
Bonds, executed and delivered to the managers of the Mis- 
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sissippi.Union Bank, in 11838, and sold. by. -the..commis- 
sioners of that institution in. August of that year. -. >. 

The fourth article of the Constitution provides that * The 
House, of Representatives shall have the sole power of im- 
peaching. Ail impeachments shall be tried by the Senate; 
when sitting for that purpose, the Senators shall be on oath 
or affirmation; no person. shall be..convicted . without the 
concurrence of two-thirds of the members. present. The 
Governor and all civil officers. shall be liable to impeach- 
ment for.any.misdemeanor in office.” If you believe that 
I have been. guilty of a misdemeanor in office, your oaths 
require you to prefer articles of impeachment against-me. 
I am ready to answer, and I will not shrink from the seve- 
rest scrutiny.. With all proper respect, I deny to either 
branch of, the Legislature, or both of them, to try. or cen- 
süre me by resolution. D. - "IN 

“The presentation of.the resolutions under consideration, 
affords me an opportunity of. reviewing my. whole course in 
relation to the Mississippi Union Bank and the State Bonds, 
and of placing my defence on the same record. with. your 
charges. The Constitution adopted by.the people of the 
State in the year 1817, places no restrictions on the Legis- 
lature in regard to pledging the faith-of the States The act 
chartering the Planters’ Bank passed February. 10, 1830, 
and provided for the issuance of two millions of State 
Bonds, but placed no restriction in regard.to. their sale, ex- 
cept that specie should be exacted in payment. The people 
again assembled in. Convention in the-year 1832. .Thesages 
of that Convention foresaw the. danger of entrusting to one 
Legislature the power of pledging their faith for the payment 
of inoney, and wisely, inserted the following .proyision in 
the revised Constitution: +, coa o 

* No Jaw shall ever be passed to raise a loan. of money 
upon the credit of the,State,.or to pledge the faith of the. 
State. for the payment or redemption of.any loan or.debt, 
unless such law be proposed in the.Senate or House of 
Representatives, and be agreed.to by. a majority. of the 
members of each House, and entered on their journals, with 
the yeas and: nays taken. thereon, and be referred to the 
next succeeding Legislature, and. published for three months. 
previous to the next regular election, in three newspapers of 
this State, and unless.a majority of each branch of. the Le-. 
gislature so. elected,.after such publication, shall agree to 
and pass such law; and in such case the yeas and nays. 
shall be taken and entered on the journals of each House: 
Provided, that nothing ‘in. this section shall be'so construed 
as to. prevent the Legislature from. negotiating a further 
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loan of one and a half million of dollars, and vesting the 
same in stock reserved to the State by the: charter of the 
Planters’ Bank of the State of Mississippi.” Am 
We are mainly indebted for this salutary provision to the 
untiring perseverence and distinguished abilities of a gen: 
tleman not now in your councils—who although twice un- 
successful, yet still persisted, and succeeded: on the third 
trial in engrafting the glorious section on our fundamental 
law. This act alone will enrol his name among the bene- 
factors of his adopted State, and secure to him the lasting 
gratitude of his country. But for his exertions in that 
Convention. the faith of this State would long since have 
been pledged for thirty or forty millions of dollars. The 
money borrowed would all have been squandered, and the 
energies and industry of the productive portion of our peo- 
ple forever prostrated. | i l 
The charter of: the Union Bank was first recommended 
to the consideration of the Legislature in January, 1825. 
That session closed without passing any law. National 
politics mainly controlled the general election m November, 
1835. I was then, for the first time, elected to the Legis- 
lature. I was pledged to oppose, in ali cases, the pledge. of 
the faith of the State for banking purposes. At the Jan- 
uary session, 1836, the bill chartering the ate Union 
Bank passed the House of Representatives. It there met 
with but little opposition. When it came to the Senate; 
the principles and tendency of the bill were thoroughly dis- 
cussed. ‘The opponents of the measure succeeded in get- 
ting it postponed until the adjourned session, in January, 
1837. It was then called up, discussed, and passed, by a 
meagre majority. The bill was enteredjon your journals 
and referred to the people at the succeeding general. élec- 
tion. The phraseology of the constitution does not seem to 
contemplate a second approval by the Executive. In the can- 
vass of 1837, national politics again exercised a controling 
influence. "The principles of thé Union Bank bill were not. 
discussed in many of thecounties. A large majority of the 
members returned at that election were in favor of the bill, 
Coming as they did from every portion of the State, elect- 
ed.as they: were long after the measure had first been intro- 
duced into the Legislature and submitted to the people for 
their ratification, [ was bound to take their action on the 
bill at the January session, 1838, as conclusive, and accord- : 
ingly gave it my Executive sanction. During the same 
session the supplemental act was submitted for my consid- 
eration. Although I bad strong doubts both as to the con- 
stitutionality and expediency of the measure, after mature: 
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deliberation; 1 esme"to the eonclusioti*to ‘approve tlie sup- 
plement, ‘In ‘all casês of doubiful expediency; or Where my 
coniviction.of the Unconstitutionality of a bill wasxiot very 
clear and decided, I have yielded to thé ‘deliberate’ opinions 
of'the Legislature.” SF o5 ooh 77 on 
“It willbe remembered that the fourteenth’ section of the 
charterof the Mississippi Union Bank provided “that so soon 
ab five thousand: shares shall have been’ subscribed, in tlie 
manner herein provided for, the Governór shall provisionally: 
appoint ‘thirteen Directors, who shall serve for twelve 
months.” And it shall be the duty of the said-Directors: to 
choose a President of ‘the said Mississippi Union Bank, and 
. who shal be chosen: from ámong themselves, and the ‘said 
President thus chósen'shall remain in office twelve months 
following their àppointment; and that so soon às the Direc- 
tors are appointéd and ‘the President chosen; the powez of 
the "commissioners appointed to receive the-sübscriptions, 
and the papers relating thereto, and in the possession of the 
commissioners, shall be delivered over to the board of Di- 
rectors.” The supplemental act repealed that section; and 
provided for the appointment of ten Managers of the Bank 


to bé chosen by joint ballot of both branches of the Legis- 


lature. - If I had been corrupt-and ‘desirous of making the 
Bank a political machine, I could have retained tlie power 
of appointing ‘the Directors for the first year of the exis- 
tence of the institution in my'6wn hands—had I Been venal 
and solicitous of obtaining large ‘discounts for myself and 


friends, thet power would have been retained. - Soon after 


the Managers had'chosen their President and Cashier, the 
Board called on me to pay ‘two and one half per cent. on 
account of the five millions of stock reserved for the State. 
Believing the call unauthorized by the charter, and the Le- 
gislature having failed to make an appropriation for that pur- 


pose, Í declined aceeding to the deinand. This was ‘my’ 


first difference with the Managers: - From that day to this 
we have differed in relation to the policy and business of the 
Bank. ` -I-had no, personal viéws:to subserve-by opposing 
the system pursuéd by the Bank: Fivé of the Managers, 


I believe, voted for me in November,:1837.- "Many of the: 


officers and stockholdets of the Bank supported me warm- 
ly at that election, and some of them’ yet sustain me. I 
neither courted the ‘hostility. of ‘the mammoth’ institution, 
nor diéaded its power; * I was -firmly petsüaded -that the’ 
people would sustdin me in ‘my efforts to: protect their: 
rights. Ihave not been disappointed. ` > = — o 
When the books were opened I subscribed for fifty thou-: 
sand ‘shares of stock, in’ the name‘ of the State, and when- 
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the bonds were prepared, Í signed.them. The-original char- 
ter of the Dank places no material restrictions in regard to 
the sales of the bonds. The 9th section of the supplemental 
act provides “that the President and.Directors of the said 
Mississippi Union Bank, or the Managers thereof, shall have 
ample power to appoint three Commissioners to negotiate 
and sell the State bonds provided for in the fifth -section. of 
the act incorporating the subscribers to the Mississippi Union 
Bank, in any market within the United States, or in any 
foreign market, under such rules and regulations as may be 
adopted by said President, Directors and Managers, not.in- 
consistent with the provisions of the charter of said Bank, 
Provided, said bonds shall not be sold under their par value, 
and that the said commissioners shall not accept of any ` 
commission or agency from any other banking or rail road 
company whatsoever, for the disposal of any. bonds, for the 
raising of money, or act as agents for the procuring of loans 
upon the pledge of real estate for the benefit of any other 
corporation." . - NETS 

I am aware that it is contended that the. whole supple- 
mentary act is unconstitutional, and that therefore the 
bonds could have been legally sold under their par value. 
+ Should this position be true, the first five millions of bonds 
were illegally issued, because stock to that amount was not 
secured at the time of their execution, in accordance with 
the original charter of the Bank. — . | 

The 47th section of the charter of the bank provides, 
* that the fifth section of this act, whereby the faith of-this 
state is pledged for the payment and redemption of. the loan 
contemplated by this act, be. referred to the next legisla- 
ture of this state, in pursuance of. the ninth section of the 
seventh article of the constitution; and that this act be pubs 
lished, under the direction.of the governor, in at least three 
newspapers of this state, for three months previous to the 
next regular election; and that this act, together with the 
veas and nays'thereon, be entered on the journals of the 
Senate and House of Representatives." The fifth section 
of the charter of the bank alone was referred to the. next 
succeeding legislature. It therefore seems that if said act 
was constitutional, a succeeding legislature could amend it. 

Commissioners were appointed by the managers of the 
bank, in June, 1838, to sell the five millions of state bonds 
delivered to.the bank that year. : The power of attorney 
of the president and directors of the bank to the commis- 
sioners charged with the sale of the bonds contains the fol- 
lowing clause: * Provided only, that the said commissioners 
shall not sell the said bonds for less than their par value, in 
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current money: of the:United States." The second clause 
of ‘thé letter of-instrüctióhs ‘to’said ‘commissioners is:as fól- 
lows: “The power óf:üttorney is general; leavingas'much | 
to. vour discretion as the: charter-seemed. to-authorize, by 
"which, ie connection ‘with «the powers ‘delegated: bythe 
board of difectéry;‘you are‘to‘be-governed;taking’care that 
if no,instanée Vou transcerid:the chartered privileges of the 
corporation.” "These éxtracts-clearly shew’ the opinion of 
the: president ‘and:managers' of ‘the bank at: that period. — 
"The power of attorney and lettér.of' instructions were no 
-doubt-drawh in accordance with: the advice -of: the attor- 
ney of the"bank; and fairly expressed the'construction then 
placed upon the charter by the managers:of tlie institution. 
The contract for the’sale of the'state-bonds'is 4n'the follow- 
ing words: “ This 'agreémerit witnesseth; that we;'the'un- 
“lersigned: commissioners of the state of Mississippi, and at- 
"torneys in fact, of the:Mississippi Union Bank, for and 4n 
‘consideration of the amount and-payment hereinafter spe- 
*éifiéd; of five million of dollars, by Nicholas «Biddle,-of the 
“city of: Philadelphia, to be made-tó us at the:several times 
"and places mentioned below, and by virtue of the power 
And authority in us vested by the statutes of the legislature 
‘of the state of Mississippi, and the letters of attorney of the 
said Mississippi Union Bank; (which said statutes'and power 
“Of attorney are taken as part ofthis agreement as if therein 
"inserted;) have sold and delivered to the said-Nicholas Bid- 
dle, two thousand-fivé hundred bonds: of the state of Mis- 
“sissippi, for the‘sum of two thousand dollárs-each; amount- 
ing ‘together to the sum öf five-millión of dollars; 'as enume- 
“rated ‘and described in the said. power: of attorney; whieh 
“said -bonds are made payable at the agency of the: Bank:of 
‘the United States, iit London, sterling-money'of Great ‘Bri- 
tain; at the rate of four shillings and six pence’ to the.dollar, 
with interest, payable sériii-annually:at thé ‘satne-placeé and 
rate. Aid this agreement further witnesseth, that the-said 
Nicholas Biddle, ‘in consideration: of: our said :sale:and: deli- 
'",véry tó him of the said two-thousand ‘five hundred bonds, 
: as“aforesaid; has agreed; and hereby does: agreé;:to: pay us, 
l ‘the-said commissioners and attorneys, or to our successors, 
orto dur or their order, the-sum of five millión-of.dollats, 
lawful money of the United States;in five-equal dpstalments 
- of one million of ‘dollars‘eachy onthe first-day. of Novem- 
ber; öne thousand eight! hindred’and thirty-eight, and. on 
‘thë first day of Jantaty, March, May; and July; which will 
“be in'thê year Ohe- thousand eight hundred and: thirty-nine, 
“respectively; which sait payments of one-million-of dollars 
“Bach, öf November, January;.; Marchand May; shall:-be 
H 31 


made in the city of New Orléans; dnd the;last payment of 
-the like sum on. the first day. of July next, shall be. made at 
Natchez, in the said state of Mississippi. ly witness where- 
of, we the said commissioners: and.:attorneysy;and the said 
Nicholas Biddle, have executeu.:and exchanged this,agree- 
ment, this eighteenth .day-of.. August, in: the year. of our 
Lord, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight. N. Biddle. -The 
Bank of the United States guarantees the punctual. per- 
-formance of the foregoing contract, : For the,-Cashier, G» 
Dunlap, 2d Assistant Cashier. August 1:8th,;1838.”; The 
following sums, amounting, in the aggregate, to $132,833.30, 
were lost to the Bank by the sale of the bonds at less than 
their par valué,to witz. c — es p 
Interest at 5 percent. on-five millions-of state . 
bonds, from 18th August, 1838, to ist No- . ` 


vember,1838, ` ~ MC .., $49,000 00 
Interest on four millions -2 months, | 33,333. 38 
do. three - dòs- o |, 24,999... 96 

. do.. two. " do. . 16,666.64 


do. one do. 8,823 32 


| TEE Ls dd $132,933 30 

- It has been contended that, inasmuch as the Dank real- 

ized: by the sale of checks, about the sum lost.by the sale 
of the bonds, the:sale was therefore valid, and in accordance 
with the charter of the bank. Checks are, to all intents 
and purposes; bills of exchange. The 38th section of .the 
charter of the bank contains the following prohibition:— 
“nor shall said bank deal in exchange, domestic or foreign, 
at a higher rate than six per cent. per annum discount, on 
six months bills; or a shorter term, at seven per cent,.on 
bills at a longer term. If that amount was realized, by: the 
sale of exchange, the .premium -was wrongfully; exacted, 
and taken in.violation of an express. provision.of the ghar- 
ter.: It is well known that the:exchange sold by the bank, 
was paid for in post notes of the, bank, which always were 
. depreciated,. and: that during the period: at which they 
were taken, were at from seven. to. ten per cent. discount. 

Bank paper, not convertible, is always. at a. discount. "If 

thé: bank takes. her paper-as a ‘standard, the State bonds 

mowiinthe vaults-of the bank might be sold .at-40 cents to 
the dollar, and. exchange. sold at. 60 per cente premium. 

Exchange:can never.be'greater than the cost.of transpor- 

tation'of specie and-insürancey when the currency:is sound. | 

Hf: the bank -bad always been prepared .to redeem:her -cir- 

culation, on demand; in:specie, she. could not -have. sold her 

checks at more:than.one per cent.:premium,.. The profits 
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settled. by reference.tô.the. Constitution and charter. of . 
, bonds were delivered . 


is < 
sions, of, the chapter... If this has, not been done, the. State: 


thata-purchase- would have been made with- 


E 


indirectly, or;t9 guarantee, the punctual performance.of ihe. 
contract of the Commissioners with Nicholas Biddle. The” 


Sth article of; the-charter.of the-bank of the United. States 


E ea A “5 vol Pe an lsglád c e rg ee MB “Boa 
cept -bills of. exchange, gold and silver bullion,or in the: 


it 
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35. , e ee ur E 4 T Lote à dedo say EA . 
ur. State stock; it, could-guarantee. the. payment. of ‘such .. 


Bank and, the: Bank of the United States, will.prove that. 
the latter institution advanced all the money, paid-on. those 


month, shows, that the institution still holds more'than, three, 
millions of, those honds.. If. the sale: was not-made in-pur-, 
suance of our constitution and, laws, and. the Bank ofthe,- 
United States, with a full, knowledge; of: that fact; and in . 
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fraud'of her dwi chartêr, ‘chose to take them, uadet’ such, 
circumstances, it/follows"that no obligation; leal br moral, 
rests upon the’ State. to pay the bords." Neither. justice, 
honor, nor morality deinand “of us"the efcoüragemént'of' 
violation of our fuiidaméntal ‘law; in. ‘order to aid, corpora-' 
tions in stock-jóbbing, when" expressly’ inhibitéd by” their 
charters from engaging in such nefarious opérations." ^" ` 

The Mississippi Union Bank was not authorized'by her 
charter to sell the State; Bonds on acredit. “It-is à well 
settled principle that where’ no express “authority is given | 
an agent to sell ori a credit, that the’ sale must' be forcash, 
and that a credit sale isnot binding, under such circumstan-: 
ces, on' the principal. It is“cértainly competent. for the 
State to ratify the sale of those' Bonds, but: by the -proyi- 
sions of our Constitution, her faijh'carralóne be plédged for 
that ‘purpose by a law, proposed and passed by two succéed- 
ing Legislatures, in strict accordance with the ‘Constitution. 
No such law has been proposed and passed. ^ ^" ^^ 7. 

The Mississippi Union Bank refüsed to let the Bank 
Commissioners examine that institution, in the fall of 1838. 
Late in December of that year, I succeeded in getting from 
the Bank the documents in relation to the sale of the Bonds, 
and communicated them, with my annual message, on the 
Sth of January, 1839. That message contains the follow- 
ing-clause: “On the day the’ books were opened at Jack-’ 
son; I subscribed for fifty thousand shares of stock m the. 
Bank, and executed Bonds for five'million of dollars, às soon 
as they were prepared for my official signature; and deliv- 
ered them to the managers of the Bank. The documents 
herewith submitted will place you in possession öf the in- 
structions of the Mississippi Union’ Bank, to the commis- 
sioners appointed to negotiate thé Bonds’ and the terms of 
the sale. ‘The charter of the Bank provides that the Bonds’ 
shall not be sold for less than their par value. "They wére 
dated on the fifth, sixth, seventh,’ eighth, and ninth days of 
June; A. D., 1838, and payable in twelve and twenty years 
from the fifth day.of February, 1838, and sold to Nicholas 
Biddle, Esqr., on the eighteenth day of August, 1838, for 
five million of dollars, lawful money of the: United States, 
payable in five equal instalments of- one million: of doit 
each, on the first day-of November, one thousand eight hun-; 
dred ‘and. thirty-eight, arid on the- first days’ of January, 
March, May and July, in the year one thousand eigh? hun: 
dred and thirty-nine. The*Bonds bear interest from the 
date ‘thereof, and the Bänk has already paid one hundred’ 
thousand dollars interest thereon. Inasmuch as tlie Bonds 
were sold on credit, and: initérest accrued from their daté, it 


tained, as much’ for them as, could. have been-had at the time 
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the.many-be not,.impoverished by onerous. taxation to pay 
debts. contracted. (for the: benefit of the few,) in derogation 
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of their supremé will,‘ as expressed in their written -Consti- 
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tution. | en pecu 
. It is conténded that foreigners cannot be réquired to look 
behind the Bonds of the State, ip. order to ascertain whether 
our. Constitutión and laws have" beem regarded in disposing 
of them—that the Bonds‘ being ‘absolutely. obligatory ón 
their face, the State cannot setup illegality of'sále; or fraud 
on the'part of the first purchaser. This may belaw in gov- 
ernments where all power is concentrated’ i the Monarch, 
and constitutional restraints are unknown... Far different is 
the rulé in our republican country; where the people have 
retained the sovereignty in their own hands, and acknowl- 
edge the supremacy alone of their Constitution and laws. 
The Union Bank’ Bonds. were not ‘sold “by ‘the commis- 
sioners to foreigners, but to N. Biddle; President ‘of the 
Bank of the United States. That institution’ must look 
alone to the Mississippi Union Bank for payment. ^ ^ 
The bank, I have been informed; has hypothecated these 
bonds; and borrowed money upon them of the Barón Roth- 
childs; the blcod of Judas and Shylock flows in his veins, 
and he unites the qualities of both his countrymen:: He 
has mortgages on the silver mines of Mexico, and the quick- 
silver mines of Spain. He has advanced money to: the 
Sublime Porte, and taken as seeürity'a ‘niortgage upon the 
Holy City of Jerusalem, and the Sepulchre of our Saviour. 
It isfor the people to say, whether heshall have a mortgage 
on our cotton fields, and make ‘serfs of ‘our children. . Let | 
the Baron exact his pound of flesh of. Mr. Jaudon and the 
Bank of the United States, and let the latter “Institution of 
our country” exact the same of thé Mississippi Uriion Bank. 
The honor, justice, and dignity of the people of this state 
will not suffer them to interfere in the bankers’ war. ` 
But it is argued, that the mónarchs of Europe, will-demand 
payment at the cannon’s mouth; for the benefit of their'sub- 
jects, and satisfy thé claim by making reprisals—that our 
cotton will be seized on the ocean, and we will'be forced to 
pay the unjust-clam. 'Freemeh néver acknowledge argu- 
ments addressed to their fears. "Their motto always has 
been,and I trust ever will be; “millions for defence-—not one 
cent fór tribute." LUMINE D MIS 
On the 14th day of January, 1840, F senta special mes- 
sage to the legislature, in relation to the Planters" Bank 
bonds: In that message T informed. you that the: President 
of the Planters’ Bank advised’ me, that the'bank: did not 
deem itself liable for the payment of the‘ Planters’ Bank 
bonds, and had consequently’made nó provision for paying 
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them. / At the same time: I-transmitted a:-letter from:the, 
President of. the Mississippi “Rail Road Company,: stating 
that “unless. the Planters’? Bank stock can.be.made in some 
manner available; it-will’be impossible to establish a sinking 
fund safficierit:to meet! the state bonds which will’ fall due 
in 1857,-and: thereafter.” :I further stated, “that: the prin- 
ciples involved.in the: medsure necessary to:be adopted. in 
réference ito the'subjects-presented to. your consideration, 
dre ‘somewhat novel, und ‘highly: interesting to our consti 
vents. submit the whole question to the wisdom of the 
legislature.” . "That message was referred.to the committee 
of ways and means; I-believe, but no. report was made. ` On 
the #7th of February, 1840,:1 transmitted another: special 
message in.relation to these bonds, which contains.the fol- 
lowing paragraph z: I -transmit herewith: copies .of letters 
received by me ou. Saturday evening last, from G. Dunlap, 
Esq. -President:of the Bank of: thé United: States, and from 
Fletcher Wilson, :Esq. of the house of Thomas Wilson & ‘Co. 
of London: It appears that “no provision having been 
made in New York for the payment of interest on. the cou- | 
pons-on $57,000 of Mississippi stock-held. in that city, the 
eredit of the state was-exposed to injury. ` ‘Fhe interest due 
was paid by the. agent of the Bank of the United States, I 
presume after the coupons:were protésted. The President 
ofthe Bank of the United. States alleges that the bank over 
which he presides -* holds some considerable amount of the 
state bonds of Mississippi in Eurôpe,? and that “it would be 
very satisfactory tò know that. the needful. measures have 
been taken to secure the punctual payment of the next inter- 
est," and-requests me-to instruct'*the proper department to 
inform him, at an early-period, whether this has been:done,” 
‘The Mississippi stock on:which the.coupons.for interest due 
onthe first.day “of January last, payable in. New York; 
were not ‘paid’ at maturity, but. paid: subsequently by the. 
bank of the United States; are the bonds of. the State sold 
in.the: year 1931, to pay-for.:the subseription of the state 
stock .in-the Planters’ Bank of the’ State of Mississippi.” 
That message. was referred to. a select-icommittee,: whe 
made a report in faver of paying the principal and interest 
on the Planters’? Bank bonds; and recommended immediate 
taxation for that purpose. The legislatúre adjourned with- 
out introducing any bill on that subject. : 1 again submitted 
the question to:the wisdom of the legislaturé, in.my annual 
message ‘of this year. The session is drawing to.a close, 
and I am not aware that any bill is:in progress providing 
for the payment of the. interest advanced by the ‘Bank of 
the United States, last year, and the interest and instalment 
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falling due this year. I have:been-unable to ascertain apot: 
what terms the Planters’ Bank ‘bonds were sold. > J.never 
have informed the legislature that- I -cid not consider the 
state bound.to pay the interest on those bonis as it became 
due, and the instalments-as they mature. In the House of 
Representatives. alone can revenue and appropriation bills 
originate. Being well assured that the honor and dignity. 
of the state was always safe in the. hands of the-Represen- 
tatives of the people, I submitted the novel question te their. 
wisdom and justice. I: feel anxious that this exeiting ques- 
tion shall eorae fairly before the people. -The interest and 
quiet of the: state demand: its speedy settlement. If-the 
Senate and House of Representatives. will, before they ad- 
journ, pass a bill providing to raise, by taxation, a sum suf- 
ficient to pay, punctually, the interest on the seven millions 
of state bonds, and the several instalments, as: they fall due, 
I will return to. the people the high office I have received 
by their suffrages. Under the constitution, the President of 
_ the Senate would succeed me. He voted for the resolü- 
tions ÍI now return. He, therefore, is pledged to approve a 
bill, for raising by taxation, a sum sufficient to pay the a- 
mount demanded by the- bend-holders. That gentleman 
was my companion at College. I know his sterling: worth. 
Although we have differed in relation to the Union Bank, 
we remain friends, battling, on all other questions, in the 
same ranks, and sustaining the same principles. : Firmly 
persuaded as | am, that thé sale of the : Union Bank bonds 
was vold and not binding'on the people of this state, and 
that the purchase by the Bank of the United States was in 
fraud of its charter, | never cam sanction any bill providing 
either now or hereafter, for their redemption. "The injury: 
inflicted by the passage of a bill, at this session, for that 
purpose, would not be irreparable. If the people should 
sustain my views, it will be in their power to elect. Repre- 
sentatives, next. November, pledged to repeal the tax bill; 
refuse-appropriations to. pay the interest on the Union Bank 
bonds, and to return to the pockets of the.people the money 
extracted from them. It: has been my fortune -never to 
have received, during any period of my administration, the 
cordial support of the Representatives of the people. The 


sovereign people have always sustained. me. > 1 have an. 


abiding faith in their justice, and: will willingly submit to 
their censure, if they determine it is deserved.. . vc. 
us. ; 2. A. G. McNUTT. 
l Executive DEPARTMENT; i 
City of Jackson, February 5th, iid 
Which. being read,.. 
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Mr, Besatigon-moved that; five. hundred copies Shertaf, ibe 
printed. A 
t... But before the question-was pon printing, - T" 

"The message was laid on the table-by.a: privilege motion 
made by Mr. Puckett. 

-A, message from the: Senate. by: Mr.. Downs; thelr Secre- 
tary, tọ wit: Ge TS US a 

Ma, Sreaxer:—The Senate have. passed - a. bill from, the 
House of -«Representatives,to be entitled “an act.to. place 
the Mississippi Union Bank in-liquidation;. to: secure her às- 
sets for the payment of the State Bonds issued for her benefit, 
and to save the.people ‘from ;burthensome- anon 

“They have made amendments thereto, . 

.Àn which 1 am instructed, to: desire the. concurrence of 
the House of Representatives. 

A message from the, Senate by. Mr. Downs, their st seere- 
tary, to wit: 

Mz. Speaxer:—The . President of the. Senate did « on a this 
day sign E 

“Anact Bresaribine the mode of, aüthenticáting lists ‘of 
insolvencies returned by tax collector s," 

-“An aet to authorize Joseph Bryant, of. Lowndes cognty, 
and his associates, heirs and assigns, to erect a toll bridge 
across the Tombigby river," ... . 
rd act to incorporate the Columbas Fire Company, 

o. 1," - > 

“An act to revive and further extend certain provisions 
of an act to authorize the stockholders of the Bank of the 
State of Mississippi to close their affairs . with as much ad- 
vantage to the public, and as little inconvenience to ‘the in- 
dividual -stockhelders.as possibles" approved December 19, 
1831, 

“An act to incorporate the Vietória and’ P Turn- 
pike Company,” 

“An act to establish a new county, in this state, to be 
called the county of Harrison,” 

- “A resolution in relation to the establishment, of a river 
land district on the Mississippi," 

“An act for the. benefit .of. the preion Mees and 
rd of the Commercial and ,Rail Road Bank of Vicks- 

urg, n 

“An act supplemental to an act entitled. an: act to amend 
an aet entitled an act:to incorporate- the Grand Gulf Rail 
Road and Banking Company,” approved: December 23, 
1833, and also to amend an act entitled “an.act to amend 
the charter of the presas and directo of e Grand Gulf 
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Rail Road and.Bauking Company,” approved: ‘February’ 12, 
1838, 

«An act to ‘authorize the construction of a Tanpike Road 
from Greenwood, on-the Yazoo river; to the: alley road i in 
Carroll county,” ta 

“An act for.the extension of the time now preser ibed by 
law for returning executions in the saum of Wilkinson, 
and for other -purposes;” 

“An act for the benefit of the creditors and EE the relief 
of the stockholders of the Real Estate Banking Company, 
of Hinds county.” - 

“An act for. the relief of Samuel L. Moore, and for other 
purposes," totos 
` *Amact concerning attorneys at law, ahd their paying 
over money,” 

“An act to change and ecloae the time of holding the 
circuit court of Tippah county,” 

“An act tô incorporate the Trustees of the Williamsburg 
Male and Female Academy, in the county of Covington,” 

“An act for the benefit of the tax collector of Warren 
county,” 

“An act for the encouragement of schools colleges and 
academies,” 

“An act to alter the boundary line of the counties of Tu- 
nica and Ponola,” 

“An act to prescribe the place of holding the public school 
in township number nineteen, of range number seventeen 
east, in Lowndes county ;” 

“An act to incorporate the Canton and J ackson Rail Road 
Company,” and a 

‘Resolution m relation to the two per cent. fund.” - 

On motion of Mr. Burrus, ` : 
“The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The journals of the mornings session were read, oh mo- 
tion of Mr. Barringer. 

Mr. Watkins offered the following resolutions, to eat 

Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor ‘of this 
State, in his message this day communicated to this House, 
has clearly demonstrated that he hiniself is justly to be 
viéwed as the author of all the mischiefs which have be- 
fallen the people of this State in consequence of the opera- 
tions of the Mississippi Union Bank. 

Resolved, That had his Excellency, as dforesaid, acted in 
strict conformity with the requisitions of the law, incorpo- 


do? 


rating the. Mississippi Union Bank; he would never have ex- 
ecuted ^or delivered "tote said Bank ` ‘any: of “the! State 
Bonds whatever, until all the subscriptions by-individusls; às 
contemplated in the‘ charter had’ been-anatle, declared and 
‘secured by inortgages; "necording" to the: true: intent. and 
meaning ‘of the act of incorporation. ` Lia Aq NON unge 

Resolved, That-the méssave aforesaid- isa. tissue ‘of folly, 
abistirdity and wickedness, and justly déserves: the aii 
tión of all-honest and: discreetimiênc =: 

Me Lemley: moved’ that-said“ resolutions. bo Aià on: ihe 
table. 

The-ayes and ‘noes: being: é called' for. by. three: members, 
they were ordered; and dre as fóllowsi --^ te «77 

Ayes—Messrs. A yres, Besancon, Berry, Bell, Boon, By- 
num, Downes, Durham: Draine, “Ellis: of» Jasper, ‘Ellis of 
! Newton; Evans; Fore, Frost, Grinstead, Goode, Harrington, 
Harrison, Holland, Jones, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, Lowe, 
Moody, Marsh; McGowan, Owen, Préwitt; Puckett, Ray- 
burn, Roberts, Risff, Robinson, Sho Tuer, Terrell 
"Tompkins and Wagster—39.. vto 

Noes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen. of Hinds, Bar- 
ringer, Baldwin, Burrus; Billups, Cunningham, Crump, : Dick- 
son, Draughan, Dunn, Field, Johnson, Means, Murchison, 
Moore, Maury; Mabry, Norris, Offutt, Runnels, Shelby; Smi- 
ley, Stewart, TnOmpeobs Wilcox, Watkins, Wood; md Wo- 
mack—29, ” ` 

So the resolution were laid on the table. oe 

Mr. -Besançon inoved.to . print five boxes copies of the 
Governor's Veto Message. w EE 

The ayes and ‘noes: were c alled- for. on Mr. "Besingor's 
motion to print, and are as follows: : i". 

Ayes—Ayres, Besancon, Berry,: “Bell; Bradford; Boon, 
Bynum, Durham, Draine, Ellis: of N ewton,'Fore, ‘Frost, 
Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Harrington;? Harrison, Jories, 
Kilgore, Lemley, Leake; Lowe, Moódy, Marsh; McGosvan, 
Prewett, Shoemaker, Tuer, Terrell: Watson; and Wag- 
ster—31. pA 

Noes—-Messrs.. ‘Allen. of: Marshal; Allentof: Hinds, Barnes, 
Barringer, Baldwin, Burrus, Billups, Cunningham, Crümp, 
Dickson, Downs;-Draughan; Dunn, Ellis of : Jasper, Evans, 
Field, Inge, Johnson Means; Mount, Moore, Maury, Mä- 
bry; Owen, Puckett, Ruff, Robinson; Runtels, Shelby, Smi- 
ley;: Stewart,. "Thompson; 'Tompkins;-:W. dleox, : “Watkins, 
Wood, Williamson, Womack and Yerger—39. - 

Mr: Allen-of Hinds, fronti the joint standing. committee on 
enrolled bills, made the following report; to- wit: ie oe 

Mn. Speaxer:—-The joititzselest comniittés on ' enrolled 
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bills have this day examined bills of the following titles, viz: 

“An act to incorporate the trustees of the Oakland Male 
and Female Academy, in the county of Yallobusha;" r 

‘An act for the benefit of John Alsworth;’ - | 

‘An act, to repeal an: act entitled ‘an act granting pre- 
miums to persons killing wolves in.Tippah, Marshall, Chick- 
asaw, Noxubee, Newton, Lafayette, and Ponola.counties, 
approved May. 13, 1837," and so much of “an act granting 
premiums to persons killing. wolves in the counties of Tishe- 
mingo, Itawamba, Attala, and Yallobusha, approved Febru- 
ary 18, 1838;” 

“An act to incorporate, Mason Lodge, number eight, of 
B. Independent Order of Odd Fellows i in the city of Vicks- 

urg 3°? 

An act to provide for the revenue of the State;" 

“An act for the benefit of the administrator of Howell 
W. Runnels;” 

“An act to authorize the county police of the several coun- 
ties in the State to expose to public sale all the depreciated 
bank paper in their respective county treasuries, and for 
other purposes;" 

“An act for the relief of Charles Dobbs, of Noxubee coun- 
ty; 

“An act declaring Hobolochitto srek a ‘navigable 
stream;” 

“An act to incorporate the town of Colbert, i in the coun- 
ty of Lowndes;" 

“An act to divide the militia of Itawamba, Ponola and 
Yallobusha counties, into two regiments;” also - 

A resclution relative to fugitives from justice from 
Georgia and Virginia; - 

“Resolutions in relation to a tariff;” 

“An act to quiet land titles to rightful owners of lands in 
the State of Mississippi;  - 

And have found said bills correctly enrolled. 

The above named bills were;this day signed by. the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary to-wit: 

Mr. Srxakkn:—The Senate have passed a bill to be eri- 
titled “ an-act for the apportionment of Repr esentatives and 
Senators in this State;’”. 

In which. I am instructed to desire the concurrence e the 
House of Representatives. . 

. Mr. Besangen moved to call up tlie. iy esolution rescinding 
the resolution of adjournment,” ' 

Which call was not sustained». 


509 


"Mri" Léoké asked léave tot Make- a report + from; a com- 
mitttee, 

T Which “wag refused by thé House. ace d ps 

"The House-took úp the meséages from the Senate. 

The amendments made by the Senate to thé bill-from the 
House; entitled “an act to place’ the Mississippi Union Bank 
in liquidation, to secure her assets for the payment Of the 
Stite ‘bolids issued for her: “benefit; and: A save the Pepe 
from: burthensoine taxation”, d Re 

"Were read. EN CS NE TI E 

“Mr: Robinson moved that the Hoi tse disagree to ‘the 
amendinents: E 


“Upon which the ayes ane noes were. » called: for, and are 
as follows: Cah 

Ayes—Messrs. Allênof Hinds, Allen of Marshall  Baines, 
Barringer, Baldwin,. Burrus;' Crump, Diekson,: Downes, 
Durham, Ellis of* Newton; Forè; Jonson; Jones, Means, 
Mount, Murchison, Moore, Maury, Mabry, Norris, Offutt, 
Owen, Puckett, Rayburn, Raff, Robinson, Runnels, Roberts, 
Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker, ‘Stewart, Thompson, Tomp- 
kins, Wilcox; Watkins; Wood and Yerger—39. .' o: 

- Noes--Messr'si' Acker, Ayres, Besancon, Berry, Bradford 3 
Billups, Boon; Byam; ‘Cunningham, Draúghan;: Ellis- -of 
Jasper, Evans, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Goóde, Harring- 
ton, Harrison, Holland, Kilgorė; Lemley; Leake, Lowe, 
Moody, Marsh, McGowan, Prewitt, Turner, Terrell, Wag- 
ster, and Woinack—;31;: D rs 


So the House refused to concur in the amendments made 
by the Senate to said bill: j 


A message ‘from thé Senate; by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
táry, to Wit? = + Ai É 

Mr. Sisargki-<His Excélleney the: Chains did on ide 
day conittiunticate’to the Senate that he had-signed |... 

"AT actin ‘relation to the University of the State e Mis- 
sissippip ^ 0, 

" sÁnact to authorize Joseph Bryant, of Lowndes county, 
and his associates; heirs, and: snp to erect a ences 
across the Ténibighee river? - 

* An act'to'change and prolong” the: time of holding. the 
Circuit Court: of Tippah county;?. - 

“An act to itieorporate the. trustees of the Williamsburgh 
Male and Ferale ‘Academy, in the county of Covington;” 

“An act to alter the boundary. ane of the counties of 
Tunica and Ponola;” a ae xx 

Air act to establish : à new county in thie stato, t to-be called 
the county of Harrison; eso 
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-Resolution in relation.£o the establishment. of. a. ner knd 

. district, on the Mississippi; 
sAn act to prescribe. the place. ‘of holding the, public 

schools. in township | No. 19, of, range No. 17,- east; in 

Lowndes'county;" . 

«An act for- the benefit of tUe Tn collectors of Warren 

county ;”, 

“An act to revive and further extend certain. ‘providions 
of an act to authorize the stockholders‘of the Bank of, the 
State of Mississippi to close their affairs with as much: 'ad- 
vantage to the publie and as little inconvenience to the;in- 
dividual stockholders as possible, approved Dec. 19, 1831;". 

“An act to incorporate. the Victoria and Locopolis Turn- 

pike Company ;" 

All of which originated in the Senate. 

. On motion of Mr. Watkins, ee. DA 

The. House adjourned to 7 o ‘clock, P. M. iu 4 


SEVEN 0” oLoOK, 1 P. M. 


Mr. Durbam obtained leave of absence for Mr. Cook... 

Mr. Murchison moved to call from the table a resolution 
réscinding the resolution relative. to adjournment sine die, - 

Which was loste . | 

On motion of Mr. Owen,  . 

The vote just taken was re-considered, `. 

And the question recurred on calling up ‘the rescinding 
resolutions. 

The ayes and noes were called for, and are as follows: : 

Ayes—Mr, Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker, 
Ayres, Barringer, Baldwin, Besangon, Bell, Bradford, Bur- 
rus, Boon, Crump, Downes,; Durham,. Draine, Fore, Field, 
Graves, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, Inge,-Johnson, Kil- 

ore, Leake, Means, Mount, Murchison, .Moore,. Maury, 

Mabry, Norris, Offutt, Owen, Prewitt, Rayburn, Ruff, Rob- 
inson, Smiley, Stewart, Terrell, Thompson, Somplinis Wil- 
cox, Watson, Watkins, Wood and Yerger—48, . 

Noes—Messrs. Berry, Bynum, .Cunningham, Dickson, 
Draughan, Dunn, Ellis of Jasper, Frost, Grinstead, Holland, 
Lowe, Moody, Marsh, McGowan, Puckett; Roberts, Run-: 
nels, Shelby, Turner, Williamson and Womack-—21. . 

So the resolution was called up, and. the-question taken 
on its.adoption, l < 

And decided in the affir eee 

Ordered, that the clerk inform the Senate. of the same. - 

The bill from the Senate, to be: entitled “an act for the 


$11 


apportionment... of. AA and: Senators ;in. que 
state,’ Gi do Xe ene 


ea? a 
ão Cy ine 


s4Was read, the first time... i ee a dien ES "n i 

"Mr. Graves moved, that the ‘Constitutional. ak he, dis- 
 pensed with, to, the. gmd. thag, said .bill- be; read é the second 
time, . Ein Bee Ys a trar, LAN Eag pl an. az 


a E a T ag +h Põe a e 


Which was. lost TP WU siad dint: T . 
‘On: motion of, Mr. didus AMETE à 

The vote jost taken on suspending; ‘the:rale, was s regon- 
sidered,. MT [ tesi 3 chi 

And the question taken on suspending: ihe, rules: o eger 

~ The ayes and noes were called for, and are as follows: -- E 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker, Ayres, Barrin- 
ger, Baldwin, Bradford, .Billups,. Boon, Bynum; Gunning- 
ham, Crump, Downes, Durham, Ellis of. Jasper, Eyans,Fore, 
Prost, Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Harrington, ..Harrison, 
Holland; Inge,. Johnson, "Jones, jKilgore, -Leake, Lowe, 
Means,. "Moody... Maury,. Marsh, Norris, Owen, . Prewitt, 
Raybuin, Roberts, Ruff, Robinson, Smiley, Stewart, Tur- 
ner; Terrel, Thompson, Wilcox, Watson and, Yerger—50. 

Noes— Messrs. Barnes, Berry, Burrus, Dickson: Dunn, 
Field, Lemley, Mount, Murchison, Moore. MoGowan, 
Offutt, Puckett, Runnels, Shoemaker, T: ‘ompkins, Watkins, 
Wood, Williamson and. Yerger—20. 5... e ss 

. So the motion. to.suspend. the rule. did not prevail ü re- 
quiring. four-fifths, — . 

The amendment made by ‘the ee to the bill from the 
Senate, and disagreed to by that body, to the bill.to.be en- 
titled “an act to amend the pensica nan code of this state, 
and for other purposes,” . .. 

ere, next considered, and, | P5 g eR when 

“On. motion of. Mr. Durham, "m vile ree Meal ae 


et 


"The House receded: from its amendment, esas. Ge 

A message from the ‘Senate, by. Mr.. Downs, their Secre- 
tary . 

Mr. Serrius The. ‘Senate no passed. pills, from, the 
„House of Representatives, of the following titles:. .- .: 

A bill to be entitled “an act, for-the benefit of Sinah Ford, 
the wife. of. Pleasant Pe Ford, of. Tippah. gonna. and’ her 
children; .. 

A bill to be entitled “an act dor the slick o of CMcLia 
Evans, and for other purposes.” a t 

They have amended the first mentioned bills. 

In which Lam requested. ta desire’ the concurrence. of the 
House of Representatives, . E ees 


They have passed a resolution. asking. a “donation: ‘from 


E Vo» ro ss 4, 
E 1 Es diss 


t 
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Congress, for the beiefit'of the Coahoma and"Tallaligtekie 
turnpike road; 

In which I am instructed to desire: the concurrencê of the 
House of Representatives. © -` ae 8 

The bill from the Senate; to be entitled “an act to ‘amend 
the 16th section of an act, approved the 16th of February, 
1838, entitled “an act to provide for the: érection ‘of levees 
in the county of Washington, passed March 2d; 1833,” . 

Was read the first time. - 

Mr. Dunn moved that the constitutional rule be dispensed 


with, to the: end that the bill be read a second time forth- 
wii 


. Which was lost. E l 

The bill from the Eu to 7 entitled «an act for the 
relief of Daniel Thomas," 

Was read the first time. 2 

Mr. Puckett moved that the rule bé ais — with; to 
the end that said bill be read a second time for thwith, 

Which was lost. 

'The resolutions from the Senate, asking a Actelion from 
Congress for the benefit of thé Coahoma and Tallahatchie 
turnpike:road, 

Was read: the first time. | 

Mr. Shelby moved that the PE E rule requiring 
bills to be read on three several days be dispensed with, to 
the end that said resolution be read a second time forthwith, 

Which was lost. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary:- 

Mr. Sreaxer—The Senate have concurred in the joint 
resolution of the House, rescinding th» resolution here- 
tofore adopted, “that tne two Houses adjourn sine die on 
the 5th instant,” and fixing úpon Saturday, the 6th instant, 
as the day of adjoürnment. 

They have amended the same, by inserting, after the word 
Saturday, the words, “at 7 o'clock, P. M." ` 

In which amendment 1 am instruéted to desire the con- 
-currence of the House df Representatives. 

The amendment made by thie ‘Senate ‘named in the fore- 
going message to the adjournment resolution, irl 

On motion, 

Concuri ed in. : 

Mr. Leake offered the following resoliition; to wit: 

Resolved, that the joint resolution to adjourn on NE 
the 6th, be. and the same is hereby rescinded. ` A. 

Which was decided out of order. 
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Special orders: © ^^^ 77 7 5 "y 
The “resolutions in relation to the establishing of a na- 
tional bank? Al MP MS 

Were read the third time, and put upon their passage. 
` Upon" which the ayes and noes were called for, and are 
as follows: RS IM UL MEME KE 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Hinds, Barnes, Barringer, Bald- 
win, Burrus, Billups, Cunningham, Crump, Downes, 
Draughan, Dunn, Field, Inge, Johnston, Means, Mount, 
Murchison, Moore, Maury, Offutt, Puckett, Ruff, Robinson, 
Shelby, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, Thompson, Tomp- 
kins, Wileox, Wood, Womack and Yerger—33. — — — 

Noes—Messrs. Acker, Ayres, Besangon, Berry, Brad- 
ford, Boon, Bynum, Durham, Ellis of Jasper, Frost, Graves, 
Grinsiead, Goode, Harrington, Harrison, ‘Holland, Jones, 
Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, Lowe, Moody, Marsh, McGowan, | 
Owen, Prewitt, Rayburn, Roberts, Turner, Terrell and 
Watkins—22. ` | l RUM 

So the resolutions were adopted. 

Mr. Puckett, by leave, introduced resolutions relative to 
a University, E 

Which were read the first time. "HP 

Mr. Burrus moved a suspension of. the constitutional 
rule, to the end that said resolutions be read a second time 
forthwith, which was lost. . ` ' | 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary, to wit: C i 

Mn. Seeaxer:—The Senate insist upon their amendments 
to a bill to be entitled “an act to place the Mississippi 
Union Bank in liquidation, to secure her assets for the pay- 
ment of the state bonds issued for her benefit, and to 
save the people from burthensome taxation.” 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill 
mentioned in the foregoing messagé, together with the 
amendments from the Senate. i 

“Mr. Stewart moved a call of the House, 
And was sustained. 
After the House had proceeded some time in the call, 
On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, 

The call was suspended. > 

` On motion of Mr. Besançon, | 

The House insisted on their disagreement to the amend- 
ments from the Senate aforementioned. MS 

Ordered, That the Clerk so inform the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled. “an act to authorise the tax collec- 
tors of tlie counties of ran and Copiah, to make 

32 E. 
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their returns to the Auditor of Pubiic Accounts, for the. fis- 
cal year of 1840, on the first Monday of May, 1841," . 

Was read the third time, and passed, with its title. as 
stated. PEE 

Mr. Puckett moved to postpone the special order for 7 
o'clock this evening, to 10 o'clock to-morrow morning; 
. Which was carried. / a | 

Mr. Offutt, from a select committee, made the following 
report, to wit: i i 2 

Mr. SrEAkER— The committee on printing, to whom was 
referred the account of the public printer, have had the 
same under consideration, and after examining each item, 
have instructed me to report, as their opinion, that the said 
printer should have twenty-eight hundred dollars, in state 
warrants, at their present value, (to wit, fifty cents in the 
dollar,) appropriated for his services. 

Which, on motion of Mr. Offutt, was received. 

A bill, originating in the House, to be entitled “an act to 
authorize the taking of the deposition of witnesses who live 
in.a county different from that in which suit may be pend- 
ing,” 

Was read the third time, and passed. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to mcorporate the officers 
and members of Warren Lodge, No. 3, of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows of the State of Mississippi, at Vicks- 
burg,” 

Was read the third time, and passed, with its title as 
stated. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate Religious So- 
cieties worshipping according to the constitution and usages 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church,” 

Was read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Shoemaker, 

Said bill was ordered to be engrossed, and made the or- 
der of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to. regulate the practice of 
the Circuit Courts upon non-suits, and for other purpo- 
ses," was, 

On motion of Mr. Lemley, 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 0. t 

A bill to be entitled “an act to amend the several acts 
now in force in relation to original attachments," 

Was read the third time, and, 

On motion, 

Rejected. , | 

A message from the Governor, by Mr. Russell, his private 
Secretary, to wit: 


+ 
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Mz. Speaxer:—I am directed by his: Excellency; the 
Governor, to inform the House that- he did on this day ap- 
prove and sign 

‘An act declaring Hobolochitto - ‘Oreck a navigable 
streamy’ 

‘An act to incorporate the Taiti of the Oakland Male 
and Female Academy, in the county of Yallobusha;’ : 

‘An act to quiet land titles to the rightful ewners of lands 
in the State of Mississippi; 

«An act for the benefit of John. Alsworth; : 

“An act to repeal an act entitled an act granting premiums 
to persons killing wolves in Tippah, Marshall, Chickasaw, 
Neshoba, Newton,: Lafayette, and Ponola counties, ap- 
proved May 13th, 1837,” and so much of an act granting 
premiums to persons killing wolves in the counties of Tish- 
emingo, Itawamba, Attala, and Yallobasha, approved Feb- 
ruary 8th, 1838; 

«An act to authorize the county cs of the several 
counties in this state to expose to public sale all the depre- 
ciated bank paper in their d ik county treasuries, and 
for other purposes; 

‘An act to incorporate Mason Lodge number eight, of 
the. Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in the city of | 
Vicksburg; 

All of which originated in the House ‘of Representatives. 

Mr. Norris, from the joint standing committee on enroll- 
ed bills, made the following report, to wit: 

Mn. SexAxER:— The joint standing committee onentolled 
bills has examined bills of the following titles, viz: 

“An act to incorporate the Commerce, Hernando and 
Eastport Rail Road Company," and 

“Am act for the relief of McLin Evans, and for other 
purposes.” 

And have found thie same correctly enrolled. 

The bills named in the foregoing report were on this day 
signed by the Speaker of the » House; i 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary, to wit: i 

Mr. Spraxer:—The Senate have passed! a bil from the 
House of Representatives, to be entitled 

“An act to provide for funding the treasury warrants of 
the State of Mississippi, issued pror to -the first aay: of 
Jauuary, 1841.” 

The bill to be. entitled“an act to change and define the 
boundary line between the counties of" Jones and Jasper,” 

. Was. read the third time, and put upon its final passage, 
and: lost. 


> 
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The bill-to-be entitled “an act to secure the rights of ap- 
pellants and plaintiffs in error, and for other purposes,” * 

Was read the third time, 

And passed with its title as stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of John M. 
Chilton, administrator, and Jane Mages, administratrix of 
Eugene Magee, deceased," | 

Was read the third time, 

And passed with its title as stated. | 

Mr. Murchison moved to call from its place on the orders 
of the day, No. 152, 

Which call was not sustained. 

The bill to be entitled *an act for the promotion of jus- 
tice,” - 

Was on motion, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, ` 

'The House adjourned until 9 o'clock, to-morrow morn- 

ing. 


FASS 
` 


SATURDAY, Frsnuanx 6, 1841. 


The roll having been called, and there not being a quorum 

present, 
On motion of Mr. Field, 

The sergeant-at-arms was despatched to procure. the at- 
tendance of the absentees. 

Mr. Draine made the following report, which was receiv- 
ed and agreed to: 

Mr. Speaxer:—The joint standing committee on ac- 
counts (on the part of the House,) after a full examination 
of the books of the auditor of public accounts and state 
treasurer, and of the vouchers on file in their respective of- 
fices, ask leave to make the following 

REPORT: 

That the balance in the Treasury on 4th day of Februa- 

ry, 1841, in depreciated bank paper, is— 


In Natchez Rail Road money, - - $63,030 00 
Miss. Union Bank “ - - 1800 00 
Hernando 6 . - “20 00 
Kemper and Noxubee “ - = 5 00 
Real Estate of Columbus, - - 5 00 


Jackson Corporation Tickets, - - 3 62k 
Receipts of the Attorney General for notes . : 
of the Brandon Bank, &c. - - 238,102 00 


Ld 


Total amount of uncurrent money, $302,965 623 
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At the death of the late treasurer, James G. 

Williams, there was a balance in the trea- 

suryof - - - - -. -  , $241,503 60 
. Which amount was received by his successor, William 
Need. Mr. Need received from the 11th day of March, 

1840, the. time he entered upon the duties of the office, up 
to the 1st December, 1840, $142,274 90, and disbursed .du- 
ring the same period, $80,813 47%, leaving the above bal- 
ance in the treasury, which was received by his successor, 
Dr. J. S. Curtis. It appears from an examination of the 
books, &c. of Samuel Craig, that he left $867 70 more in 
the treasury than he ever received, which your committee 
is at a loss to account for in any other way, than that there 
must have been some mistake as to the amount he 1eceived 
from his predecessor, Dr. Silas Brown, and your committee 
without impugning the business qualifications of Mr. Craig, 
are of opinion that such has been the case; if so, it at once 
accounts for the defalcation of the late Dr. Brown to the 
amount of $497 28. 

There appears a balance on the books against the late 
James G. Williams of $243 25, a portion of which is ac- 
counted for by a receipt on file in the treasurer's office, 
amounting to $195 25, for which his account cannot be 
credited, he having paid the money out contrary to law, 
without the least intention, in the opinion of your com- 
mittee; of doing wrong. The circumstances were that he 
paid a portion of ù warrant and took the receipt of the hol- 
der, the number and date of the warrant is described in the 
face of the receipt, so that the present incumbent will be 
able to detect it, and only pay the balance due on said war- 
rant. Deducting this amount of $195 25 from the above 
. default of $243 25,and it leaves a balance standing against 
Mr. Williams of $48 00. Your committee could find no 
evidence of his salary having been paid, and are of opinion 
it was not, and if correct in. such opinion, the state is in- 
debted to Mr. Williams. - l 

Your committee found no discrepancy at all in the books 
and accounts of the treasurer’s office, whilst Mr. Need was 
the incumbent. And the present incumbent showed to the 
entire satisfaction of your committee, that the amount re- 
ceived by him and not disbursed according to law was still 
on hands. . 

I am further instructed to report that the committee with 
an unusual degree of scrutiny. examined the auditor’s office, 
and every channel of information was thrown open to 
them by the auditor with great solicitation that a strict ex- 
amination be made. It was found that the auditor had been 
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extremely vigilant in the examination and allowance of 
ciaims. 

There were accounts or claims which had been ailowed 
by the judges and district attorneys, amounting to $666 10, 
the auditor refused to allow but $371 08 of said claims, thus 
protecting the interest of the state by his vigilance and 
scrutiny of the statutes which had been overlooked by the 
judicial officers. There were some small mistakes found on 

.the auditor's books which occurred merely in the additions 
only. 

In conclusion, your committee take great pleasure in sta- 
ting that they have been greatly facilitated in the discharge 
of their duties by the superior style and correct manner m 
which they found the offices of the auditor and treasurer 
kept. 

The duties of these officers kave been discharged, so far 
as your committee have been abie to discover, in a manner 
well calculated to do great credit to the auditor and present 
treasurer, as well as the predecessors in the office of the 
treasury. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES DRAINE, 
BENJAMIN KILGORE, 
JAMES McGOWAN. 

Mr. Leake offered the following report: 

Mr. SPEAxEeR— The select committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of sundry citizens of Choctaw county, 
protesting against the payment of the Union Bank bonds, 
have instructed me to make the accompanying report: 

Mr. Speaker decided the report to be out of order. 

Upon which decision, Mr. Leake asked leave to with- 
draw the report; 

Which was granted. 

Mr. Norris, from the committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report: 

Mr. Spraxer:—The joint select committee on enrolled 
bills have examined bills of the following titles, to wit: 

«An act for the relief Sinah Ford, wife of Pleasant P. 
` Ford, of Tippah county, and her children;” 

“An act to provide for funding the treasury warrants of 
the state of Mississippi, issued prior to the first day of 
January, 1841;" 

All which is found correct. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tary: 
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Mr. Speaxer—The Senate has adopted the following re- 
solution: -` mL 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on the 
part of the Senate, to act in conjunction with such mem- 
bers as may be appointed on the part of the House of Re- 
preséntatives, to act as a committee of conference upon the 
difficulty existing between the two Houses on the subject cf 
the bill to place the Mississippi Union Bank in liquidation, 
and that-the Secretary be instructed to inform the House of 
the same, and ask their concurrence; and: have appointed 
on their part Messrs. Davidson, Tucker, and Green. 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. * "m A. 

The Senate have passed bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of titles, to wit: o 

A. bill to be entitled “an act to facilitate the collection of 
the revenue of this state;” l ar 

A bill to be entitled “an. act to secure the people against 
taxation, to pay the state bonds issued to obtain stock in the 
Planter’s Bank of the state;” ` i 
` And have made amendments to the last mentioned bill. 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of 
the House. 

They have also passed a bill to be entitled “an act to pro- 
vide for the withdrawal of the Branches of the Commercial 
Bank of Natchez, and to wind up the same;” 

To which they have also made an amendment. 

And have instructed me to desire the concurrence of the 
House. 

Mr. Wilcox, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled. 
*an act prescribing the duties of the Secretary of State, in 
eertain cases, and for other purposes." 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, the bill read a second and 
third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

On niotion of Mr. Ventress, 

The consideration of the message from the Senate, above 
mentioned, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, ` 

The House concurred in the joint resolution appointing a 
committee of conference, to adjust the difficulties existing 
between the two Houses in relation to a bill to be entitled 
*an act to put the Mississippi Union Bank in liquidation to 
secure her assets for the payment of the state bonds issued 
for her benefit, and to save the people from burthensome 


taxation." 
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On motion of Mr. Ventress, 

‘he blank in the resolution was filled with seven, and the 
chair appointed, on the part of the House, Messrs. Stewart, 
Yerger, Jones, Besangon, Smiley, Rayburn, and Wood.  . 

The amendments made by the Senate to the bill to be 
entitled “an act to secure the people against taxation, to 
pay the state bonds issued to obtain stock in the Planters’ 
Bank of this state,” 

Were ‘considered. 

Mr. Murchison moved to agree to the amendments by the 
Senate; 

And the ayes and noes being called for, they were or- 
dered, and are as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Hinds, Baldwin, Crump, Inge, 
Murchison, Norris, Runnels, Shelby, Smiley, Stewart, 
Wood, and Yerger—12. 

Noes— Messrs. Ayres, Barringer, Besancon, Bradford, 
Boon, Burrus, Bynum, Durham, Draine, Dunn, Ellis of Jas- 
per, Fore, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Goode, Harrison, John- 
son, Jones, Kilgore, Lemley, Leake, Means, Moore, Mc- 
Gowan, Owen, Prewitt, Puckett, Rayburn, Roberts, Robin- 
son, Ruff, Turner, T errell, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, 
Wagster and Watkins—39. 

So the House refused to concur in the amendment. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tar 

Mr. Spraxer—The Senate have passed bills from the 
House of Representatives, of titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the board of 
police of the county of Tunica to appoint inspectors to ex- 
amine and report a route for the erection of a levee, &c." 

A bill to be entitled “an act to change the time of holding 
the regular sessions of the board of police of Carroll coun- 
ty, and for other purposes;" 

A bill to be entitled “an act to define the boundaries of 
the counties of ‘Tunica and Coahoma;” 

And have made amendments to the last mentioned bill. 

In which I am instructed to ask the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

The amendments by the Senate to a bill to be entitled 
“an act to provide for the withdrawal of the Branehes 
of the Commercial Dank of Natchez, and to wind up the 
same," was 

On motion of Mr. Wood, 

Concurred in by the House. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the. Board of Po- 
lice of the county oi Tunica, to appoint inspectors to ex- 
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amine and report a route for the erection of a levee, &c. _ 
Was read the first time. x 
On motion of Mr. Besangon, . 

The constitutional rule requiring the reading of bills on 
three several days was. dispensed with, the bill was read a 
second and third time, and passed with its title as stated. 

The amendments made by the Senate to a House bill, to 
be entitled “an act to define the boundaries of the counties 
of Tunica and Coahoma,” were, | 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

Concurred in by the House. . 

On motion of Mr. Graves, 

“The bill to be entitled “an act fixing the apportionment of 
Senators and Representatives, at the next biennial election 
in this State," 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Offutt offered the following amendment, which was 
lost: — 3 

Strike out *Yazoo" and insert “Attala,” i in the 28th | tine 
of 2d section. 

Mr. Moore offered the following amendment, which was 
adopted: 

Amend the 2d section by striking out the word “and” 
after Tunica, and by adding “Bolivar and Washington” after 
the word *Coahoma," and by striking out the words 
«Washington and Bolivar," where they occur after the word 
“Holmes.” 

to Graves offered the followirig amendment, which was 
adopted: 

Amend section the first, by striking out next after the 
city of Vicksburg. **one representative,” and insert “two 
representatives.” 

Mr. Wood offered the following amendment, which was 
adopted: 

‘Amend by giving to the city of Natchez, two representa- 
tives. 

Mr. Runnels moved to amend the bill, by adding after the 
word Hinds “four representatives,”. 

. Which was adopted. 

Mr. Acker moved to reconsider the vote just taken upon 
the amendment. 

Which motion was lost. . 

Mr. Thompson submitted the following amendment, 
which was adopted: . 

After the word “Rankin,” i in the first section, strike out 
“one” and insert “two.” | 

Mr. Offutt moved to amend the bill, by inserting after the 
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word “Yazoo,” in the 28th line of section second, the word 
“each.” 

Which amendment was lost. 

Mr. Womack offered the following amendment: 

“Amend by striking out after the word ‘Simpson,’ the 
word * one,’ and insert * two, ” l 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Crump offered the following amendment, which was 
lost: 

“Amend by striking out ‘four representatives’ for the 
county of Marshall, and. inserting ‘five.’ ” 

Mr. Jones moved to dispense further with the constitu- ' 
tional rule, which requires the reading of bills on three sev- 
eral days, 

Which was carried, the bill read a third time, 

And the question being upon the final passage of the bill, 
the ayes and noes were called for, ordered accordingly, and 
are as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of Hinds, Acker, 
Ayres, Barringer, Bradford, Boon, Bynum, Crump, Downes, 
Durham, Draughan, Draine, Ellis of Jasper, Evans, Fore, 
Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Harrison, Harrington, Johnson, 
Jones, Kilgore, Leake, Lowe, Means, Moore, Mabry, Nor- 
ris, Owen, Prewitt, Puckett, Rayburn, Turner, Tompkins 
and Wood—36. 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barnes, Burrus, Ellis of 
Newton, Goode, Lemley, Mount, Maury, Offutt, Ruff, Smi- 
ley, Stewart, Wilcox, Wagster, Watkins, Womack and 
Yerger—17. 

So the bill was passed with its title as stated. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tary: 

Mr. Spraxer:+-The Senate have passed 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the Auditor of 
Publie Accounts to rescind contracts in relation to the sale 
of lots in the city of Jackson;" 

They have passed bills from the House of Representa- 
tives of the following titles: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act entitled an 
act to incorporate the Male and Female Academies of 
Grenada,” approved February 15, 1839, | 

*An act to abolish the office of commissioner of public 
buildings; and fer other purposes," | 

And have made amendments to the last mentioned bill, 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives. 
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Mn. Spraxer:-—The- President of. the Senate did, on this 
day, sign bills of the following titles, to wit: 

“An act for the relief of Sinah Ford, wife of Pleasant P. 
Ford, of Tippah coünty, and her children," | 

“An act to provide for funding the. treasurv warrants of 
the state of Mississippi, issued prior to the first day of Jan- 
uary, 1841.” 

A -message from the Governor by Mr. Russell, his private 
secretary: . Vl a 

Mr. Speaxer:—I am directed by his Excellency, the 
Governor, to inform this House that he did on this day ap- 
prove and sign > ec 

‘An act to provide for the revenue of this State; 

‘An act to divide the Militia of Itawamba, Panola, and 
Yallobusha counties, into two regiments} 

‘An act for the relief of McLin Evans, and for other.pur- 

oses;’ 
P ‘Resolutions in relation to a tariff; 

‘An act to regulate the fees of certain officers therein 
named, and for other purposes; 

‘An act for the benefit of the Administrator of Howel 
W. Runnels, deceased, &c. ; mE 

«Resolutions relative to fugitives from justice from Geor- 
gia and Virginia;” 

‘An act for the relief of Smah Ford, wife of Pleasant P. 
Ford, of Tippah county, and her children;’ l 

‘An act to provide for funding the treasury warrants of 
the state of Mississippi, issued prior to the first day of Jan- 
uary, 1841; 

All of which originated in the House of Representatives. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tary, viz: 

Mn. Spraxer:—The Senate upon the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the subject matter of difference 
between the two houses, on the. bill to be entitled “an act 
to regulate the liens on judgments and decrees," have re- 
ceded irom their amendment. 

The Senate have passed a bill from the House to be en- 
titled “an act prohibiting the use of cotton hooks.” 

The Senate insist upon their amendment to the bill to be 
entitled “an act for the appointment of State Printer.” 

Mr. Norris,from the committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report: , 

Mr. Speazer:—The joint committee on enrolled bills, 
did upon this day examine a bill of the following title, to 
to wit: o | 
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* An act to amend the Penitentiary code of this state, and 
for other purposes," 2 “o ' 

And have found the same correctly enrolled. — : 

WM. A. NORRIS, Chairman. 

The special order for 11 o'clock, was annóunced, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act making certain appropri- 
ations therein named,” 

The House resolved itself inte committee of the whole, 
upon said bill, Mr. Boon in the chair; after some time spent 
therein, 

On motion, 
The committee rose, and reported the bill as amended. 
On motion of Mr. Boone, 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The amendments made in committee of the whole, were 
adopted. ) 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The rule was dispensed with, the bill read a third time, 
and passed with its title as stated. 

The amendment made by the Senate to a bill to be enti- 
tled “an act to fix the apportionment of Representatives 
and Senators,” was considered. | 

Mr. Tompkins offered the following amendment to the 
amendment of the Senate: 

* Amend the Senate's amendment, by striking out all that 
portion of the amendment to the first section which gives to 
the county of Warren two, and the city of Vicksburg one 
representative, and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

« The county of Warren, one representative, the city of 
Vicksburg, one representative, and the said county of War- 
ren and city of Vicksburg together, one other representa- 
tive.” 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, 

The House concurred in the amendment -by the Senate, 
by the adoption of the above amendment. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their secre- 
tary, viz: 

Mr. Sreaxer:—The Senate have passed bills of the House 
of Representatives of the following titles: 

A. bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Macon 
Lodge, No. 40, of Free and Accepted Masons;" 

A bill to be entitled “an act to legatize the lease of cer- 
tain school lands in the county of Coahoma;” 

“ Resolutions relative to the establishment of a new land 
mail route from Memphis to Vicksburg;” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to extend the benefit of writs 
of error in criminal cases; 
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-A bill to be entitled “an act to. secure the rights of ap- 
pellants and plaintiffs in error, and for other purposes;” 

. À bill to ‘be entitled “an act to incorporate the officers 
and members of Warren Lodge, No. 3, of the Independent 
Order of Odd. Fellows, of the State of Mississippi, at Vicks- 
burg; `> DEC E E 

A message from the Governor, by Mr. Russell, his pri- 
vate Secretary, to wit: : di i i i 

Mr. Speaxer:—I am directed by his Excellency, the 
Governor, to inform this House that he did on this day ap- 
prove and sign 

“An act to incorporate the Commerce, Hernando, and 
Eastport Rail Road Company;” | 

Which originated in the Hoüse of Representatives. 
A message from the Governor, by Mr. Russel, his pri- 
vate Secretary: i 


VETO MESSAGE. 


To the House of Representatives: 

Ireturn for your re-consideration, the bill to incorporate the 
Elmwood Academy, in ihe county of Choctaw. The se- 
cond section of the act gives to the trustees “in their cor- 
porate capacity may do all acts incident to bodies corporate." 
The Manhattan Company of New York, the. Alexandria 
Library and Debating Society of Ohio, and the Mississippi 
Cotton Company of this state, have claimed and exercised 
banking powers under charters not as comprehensive as the 
one before me.. The safety of the country demands that 
grants to all corporations should be specific. AN 

I also return the act to incorporate the town of Colbert, 
in the county of Lowndes. I consider the bill unconstitu- 
tional, inasmuch as the mayor is’ clothed with executive, 
legislative, and judicial powers. The bill further provides, 
that the “Mayor shall have all the authority which shall of 
right belong to magistrates” .of the county of Lowndes. 
This clause contravenes that clause of the Constitution 
which provides that “a competent number of justices of the 
peace and constables, shall be chosen in each county, by 
the: qualified electors thereof, by districts, who shall hold 
their offices for the term of two years;” Ido not consider 
it competent for the Legislature to give to municipal officers 
the powers of justices of the peace and constables. 

: ES. » A. G. McNUTT. 
Executive DEPARTMENT, 
City of Jackson, February 6th, 1841. 
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A message ‘rom the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Saute: 
tary: 

Mr. Spraxrr:—The Bend have concurred in all the 
amendments of the House to the ‘apportionment bill, and 
have amended the second amendment, by giving to the 
county of Warren, two M and to the city of 
Vicksburg, one representative., 

In which amendment I am instructed to desire the con- 
currence of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Norris made the following report: 

Mn. SrEAKER:— he joint committee on enrolled : bills 
have, this day, examined bills of the following titles, to wit: 

“An act to change the time of holding the regular sessions 
of the Board of Police of Carroll county, and for other pur- 

OSes.’ 
; “An act to prohibit the use of cotton hooks,” 

“An act to facilitate the collection of the revenue of this 
state,” 

“An act to regulate the liens of judgments and decrees,” 

*An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate 
the Male and Female Academies of Grenada,” approved 
February 15, 1839,” 

Which they found correctly enrolled. 

W. A. NORRIS, Chairman. 

Mr. Maury, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 

“Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, That hereafter no claims whatever, shall be al- 
lowed and. incorporated in any appropriation bill that may 
be passed at any session of the Legislature, unless the same 
shall! have been presented and referred to the committee on 
un at least five days before the adjournment of the legis- 
ature.” 

Mr. Tompkins offered the following amendment, which 
was ep 

Amend “except for such services as may be rendered 
within less than five days before me adjournment of the 
Legislature.” 

Mr. Mount by leave, dolei a bill to be entitled “an 
act to amend the 21st section of an act entitled ‘an act to 
incorporate the subscribers to the Mississippi Union Bane, 
and for other purposes,’ ” 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Mount, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 
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"The. roll having been called, and there not ot being a quo- 
rym present, | . 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was ordered to procure the atten- 
dance of. the absentees. . 
The Governor's veto message upon a bill to be entitled 
*an act to incorporate. the . Elm-wodd: e in the 

county of .Choctaw,” 

Was taken ‘up and considered. 

The ayes and noes being ordered upon the question— 

. “Whether the bil! shall pass, the objections of the Gov- 
ernor, to the contrary notwithstanding?" 

And there appearing that there was no quorum voting, 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, - 

A call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, : 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was. dias to procure the at- 
tendance of the absentees. 

A quorum appearing, 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, 

The further call of the House was dispensed with, 

And the call of the ayes and noes was resumed, and the 
following is the result, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Baringo Baldwin, 
Crump, Durham, Draine, Dunn, Fore, Graves, Harrington, 
Means, and Watson—12. 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Adler Ayres, Barnes, 
Bradford, Bae Boon, Ellis .of Jasper, Ellis of Newton, 
Field, Frost, Harrison, Johnson, Kilgore, Leake, Murchi- 
son, Maury, Mabry, Norris, Offutt, Prewitt, Puckett, Ro- 
berts, Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Shelby, Shoemaker, Terrell, 
Thompson, Wilcox, Wagster, Watkins, Wood, Williamson 
and, Womack—36.  . 

So the bill was, rejected. 

The Governor's veto. message, upon a. bill to be entitled 
“an act to incorporate the town of weer in the omy 
of Lowndes,” 

Was taken up and considered. . 

The ayes ard noes being ordered upon the UOS UD 
whether the bill shall pass, the objection. or the Soventer to 
the contrary, notwithstanding? 

It was decided as follows: 

~ Ayes—Mesers, Draine, and Williamson—2. 

Noes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Ayres, Barnes, Barrii- 
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ger, Besangon, Bradford, Burrus, Boon, Crump, Downes, 
Durham, Dunn, Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of Newton, Field, 
Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Harrison, Johnson, Kilgore, Leake, 
Means, Murchison, Maury, Mabry, Norris, Offutt, Prewitt, 
` Puckett, Roberts, Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Shelby, Shoe- 
maker, Turner, Terrel, Tompkins, Wilcox, Watson, Wag- 
ster, Watkins, and Womack—46. , 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary: MEL A 

Mx. SrEAkER— The Senate insists upon their amend- 
ments made to the bill from the House of Representatives, 
to be entitled *an act to change the name of the Missis- 
sippi College, and for other purposes." 

The Senate have concurred in the amendment of the 
House to the amendment of the Senate to the second 
amendment of the House to **the bill for the apportionment 
of Representatives and Senators.” 

The amendment made by the Senate to a bill to be enti- 
tled *an act to abolish the office of commissioner of public 
buildings, and for other purposes,” 

Was taken up and considered, and, 

On motion of Mr. Puckett, 

The House disagreed to the first amendment by the 

Senate. i 
On motion of Mr. Runnels, 

The House agreed to the second ámendment. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Downs, theirj Secre- 
tary, to wit: 

Mr. SeEAxER:— The president of the Senate did on this 
day sign bills of titles, to wit: 

“An act to regulate the liens of judgments and decrees;” 

«An act to amend the penitentiary code of this state, and 
for other purposes;” 

“An act to prohibit the use of cotton hooks;". 

“An act to facilitate the collection of the revenue of this 
State ;" i | 

“An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the 
Male and Female Academies of Grenada, approved 15th 
February, 1839;” a 

“An act to change the time of holding the regular ses- 
sions of the board of police of Carroll county, and for other 
purposes.” B 

All of which originated in the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Stewart offered the following report, which was re- 
ceived and agreed to: | 

Mr. Spraxer—The committee of conference of the two 
Houses, on a bill to be entitled “an act to place the Missis- 
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When the amended bill as reported by the committee, was 
read and adopted. ipie d. dic pare den T 
The amendment.of the Senate to a House bill to be. enti- 


evr “te 


the. House. of Representatives, “ relative to the, Hon..John 
McKinley, one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the 


United States,” — — os TEETE É 
A message from the Governor, by Mr. Russell, his,private 


Secretarys. 4 ess to su 0. s) 
TN -; VETO MESSAGE. . | 
To. the House of Representatives: cos 
I have duly considered the bill for the relief of Charles 
Dobbs, of Noxubee county. It proposes to-remove.the dis- 
qualifications incurred by: Dobbs for violation of “an act for 
the suppression of.tippling houses, and to discourage and 
prevent the odious vice.of drunkenness, approved-February 
the 9th, 1839;” and expressly provides, that “ the. said 
Charles Dobbs, shall hereafter be capable of-being: elected 
to, and holding any office of honor. or profit, civil or mili- 
tary,asany other citizen, under th» constitution and the laws 
of this state; and that all votes hereafter given for him, for 
any such. office, shall be .as legal. and. have, the same effect 
psf the. same were given. for any other person qualified " 
-by:the constitution and laws of this state to' hold such office 
or offices; and ‘that the said. Gharles- Dobbs be, as fully re- 
stored. to allthe rights and privileges of free suffrage às he 
„exercised the: same previous ‘to his conviction.”, ‘The bill, 
in effect, proposes to pardon Dobbs.: . . ^ - .- 

. , d he 10th section of the 5th article of the Constitution pro- 
vides, that “in .all criminal and venal cases, except in those 
of treason and impeachment, (the..Goyernor) shall hav 
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power to grant reprieves and pardons, and remit fines; and 
in cases of forfeiture to stay thé collection until thé énd' of 
the next session of the Legislatáre; and to'remit ‘forfeitures, 

by and with the advice and-consenit of the Senate. ‘Noa 
plication has been-made to the Exetiitivê för the pardoh of 
Dobbs. Should he petition for a full and free pardon, T will 
give due consideration to his prayer. Beélievirg ‘the bill 
before me to be unconstitutional, I return it to the House in 
which it originated for re-consideration. 
EE l A. G. McNUTT. 

Executive DEPARTMENT, ! en A 

City of Jackson, Feb. 6, 1941. ME 
The veto message of the Governor, upon a bill to be enti- 
' tled *an act for the relief of Charles Dobbs, of Noxubee 
county," was considered. | 
The ayés and noes being ordered upon the question 
whether the bill shall pass, the objections of the Governor 
to the contrary notwithstanding? it was decided as follows: 
Ayes—Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Acker, Baldwin, Be- 
sangon, Burrus, Downes, Draine, Dunn, Ellis of Jasper, 
Field, Inge, Means, Murchison, Mabry, Norris, Offutt, 
' Puckett, Ruff, Robinson, Runnels, Roberts, Stewart, Shel- 
by, Thompson, Wilcox, Wagster, Watkins, Wood, William- 
son, Womack, and Yerger—31. 

Noes—Messrs. Ayres, Barringer, Bradford, Boon, Crump, 
Durham, Frost, Grinstead, Harrison, Johnson, Jones, Kil- 
gore, Leake, Prewitt, Smiley, Shoemaker, Terrell, Tomp- 
kins—18. Mx "E 

So the bill did not pass. - mE INN. 

A bill from tne Senate, fo be entitled “an act to-authorize 
the Auditor of Public Accounts to rescind conttacts ‘in rela- 
tton to the sale-of lots in the city of Jackson,” °° ` 

Was read the first lime. | S 

On motion of Mr. Puckett, dd. 

The constitutional rule was dispensed with, the bill réad 

a second and third time, and pássed with its title as stated. 
On motion of Mr. Wood, - Be pe E 

A bill to be entitled *an'act supplemental toan aet tó'in- 
Corporate the president and trustees of the Roman Catholic 
Society of Christians, in the city of Natchez, and its viċin- 
ity, and for other purposés,” was read a third time. ^" — 

- Mr-Besangon moved to rejéct the bill, which wás cattied. 
“On motion of Mr. Leake, the House called from the or- 
ders of the day, a bill to be entitled “an act to repeal the 
“acts heretofore passed, incorporating the city of Columbus, 
and re-incorporate said city,” and ‘said bill read a third time 
and passed with its title'as stitéd: 9° -—— ^ = — 
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+ :Oúmótion of Mrs Boon, «5 -« D 
A bill to be entitled “an act to mac hs ends sec: 
tion ofan act:epprovéd-the. 16th of February, 1938," en- 
titled ‘an act to ainend àn act to provide'for the erection. of 
E in the county'of. Washington; passed March ad; 1838; 
Was read a second timez-:: >~ 
On. motion of Mr. Field, the bill. was thus. amended: 
` Be at further enacted, “That this act shall take. eat and 
be i in'force.ii the county of Bolivar... -.: s 
On motion of Mr. Field; © - -« 

The constitutional rule was dispensed with, the d til Fead 
a. third time, and passed with its title as Stated. 

On motion of Mr. Shoemaker,: ..-. 

A bill to be entitled “an act authorizing the- grantees of 
the 16th section of townsliip.nine, range six, east, to make 
certain titles therein named,” was-called from the orders of 
the day, read a-third time, and passed with-its.title as stated. 

- Á;méssage:from the dd by Mr, Russell, his sebre- 
tary: ^ 
Mre. Serax. lam directed: by his Excellency, thie Gov- 
Hire to inform this House that. he did oir this. day approve 
an sign . 

S MAR be act to change the time BE holding the-iegular sessions 
of the board. of police of Carroll Sant and orother pne 
poses; a As 

*An.act to-prohibit the use of cotton hooks?" | 

“An act to regulate the liens of judgmerits and.decrees;” 

“An act to facilitate the collection of the. revenue ofi âhis 
state; 

- “An áctto amend an act entitled an m to: inoatporste 
the Male and Female Academies of Grenada, approved 15th 
February, 1839.” ete oe sr 

All of which originated in the House of Representatives. 

- Mr. Norris. made-the following report, to wits — . 

Mr. Sprazkr—The. committee on -enrolled bills ‘have 
this.day.examined bills of.the following titles to wit? `, 

“An agtto define:the ‘houndaries of: de counties af Tunica 
and Coahoma;” 

“An act to extend His benefit of wzits of error ia. criminal 
cases??? 5 ge i Laud - 

“An act to: MM the officers: pnd members. of -the 
Warren Lodge, number three, of the. Vu lamina Order 
of Odd Fellows, at Vicksburg;" ...... 

An ‘actito. secure. the rights of appellants, and ‘aint 
in error, and for other purposes;”,. . - 

' ;** An:aet. to incorporate the. Mecon Lodge No. LÀ of 
Free and Accepted: Masons;” . va 
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‘An act to legalize the lease. of certain school andi in the 
county of Coahoma;? e 
«Resolutions relative to the cra tlidunad of anew laid 
mail-route from Memphis to Vieksbürg;" : 
"Which they found correctly enrolled. : ; 
Mr. Besancon, by leave, introduced a bill to bo e enti ied 
“an act supplementary to an- act entitled amact:to define 
the boundaries of the: counties of "Tunica: and Coahoma, 
and to define the boundary of the county of Ponola, d 
Which was read the first time. 
Regular orders: >- 
A bill to be entitled an act regulating the taking and use 
of depositions in certain cases;?.- ` 
Was read the third time. . l 
Mr. Yerger offered the following amendment, by: way of 
ryder, which was lost, to.wit: . - 
- “Be it further enacted, That the. assighes or assignees, 
endorser or endorsers, holder or holders of any bill, bond, 
note or obligation transferred, assigned or endorsed by any 
Bank in this State, by which the same was discounted, shall 
and may, maintain an action thereon in his, her or their 
name, upon endorsing on the writ or declaration, that the 
notes of the Bank which may liave discounted: the same, 
will be received in payment of the note sued on, and such 
judgment as may be rendered thereon. 
“Be it further enacted, ‘That all suits brought contrary 
to this act, shall be dismissed." 
Mr. Graves moved to lay the bill upon the table ` 
Which was carried. i 
A resolution * appropriating Room, noe 12, in the Capi- 
tol,:to the Secretary of State," 
Was read the second time. 
. On motion of Mr. Roberts, i 
The constitutional rule was dispensed with, thé’ resolu- 
tion read a third time, and passed with its title as stated. 
A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the: Yazóo 
Lodge No. 42, of Free and Accepted Masons,” cue | 
On motion of Mr. Puckett, 
Laid upon the table.: i 3o 
Mr. Crump called from the E of the day, a bill to Ste 
entitled “an act to-define the Ronnie of ue counties of 
Tunica and Coahoma,” 
Which was read a second time. t 
Mr. Puckett offered. the following amendment which; on 
motion, was laid on the table: 
“Provided, That a majority of the citizens resident in that 
portion of DeSoto stricken off, shall: consent to the same, 
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and.in case they .do. not. ‘consent, this. act. shall: hewoid on 
the first day of January,:1942,? . 2, - 


E " » 


Mr. Bradford offered the „following: amendinent, whieh 
was laid on the table: 

“Amend:by striking out.all-after the. énacting elanse, and 
inserting as follows, to wit: ¢ That the-centre of range nine, 
west of the basis meridian of. the Chickasaw cession, from 
the south boundary of township six, up to the south boún- 
dary of township one, shall ‘ber the east boundary. ‘of -the 
county of Tunica; and.that the -south -boundary-of. town- 
ship one of said Chickasaw cession, shall:be. the north. botin- 
dary of said county of Tunica." .. ^ . 

Mr. Crump offered a substitute for. the. bill doen men- 
tioned, entitled “ an act to define the. honada riep of Conhoma 
and Tunica,” oud be 

Which was read the iid: die l 

„And passed with its title as stated... -. 

, Mr. Downes moved .the House. take a recess of o one half 
hour, which was curses 


| HALF PAST SIX 0) PoLOGKj P, M, 


Mr. Puckett offered the following resolution, which; was 
read the first time: - 

Resolved by the Legislature, That the joint: resolution for 
the adjournment of the two Houses on the sixth. February, 
at 7 o'clock, be:rescinded, and that the Logislature shall ad- 
journ on the sixth instant. - 

Mr, Puckett moved to dispense with the constitutional 
rule, requiring joint resolutions to lie one day on the table, 

Which was lost. oo P 

Mr. Field made the following : reports - Cos 

Mz. SrEaxER:— The. committee on PR pills. have, 
this day, examined bills of the following titles, to wit: 

“An act to provide for the withdrawal of: the: branches 
of the Commercial Bank -of aia: and to "wind up the 
same,” 

«An act for the appointment of State Printer, to regulate 
the fees of the Reporter of the High Court. of Errors and 
Appeals, and for other purposes;’. ,  - 

Also, * Resolutions relative to the Hon. J TN McKinley, 
one of the Judges of .the Supreme: Cóurt of .the United 
States," E os 

Which they. found ARE enrolled... - 

The House resumed: the consideration. ‘of, the regula 
orders of the day... 

A bill from.the Senate, to be entitled “an act. to: establish 
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a.new county im this state, to- be known as: ‘the: TREE, of 
Prairie, and for other purposes,” was, 
On motion of Mr. Crump, - 

Laid upon the table. l 

A. bill to be entitled “an act to prevent the teaching of 
slaves to read and write,” was, 

Upon motion of Mr. Rayburn, 

Laid upon the table. 

A -bill to be entitled “an act RT a -a Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, in the city of Natehez,” 

Was read a third time, aad passed. : 

A bill to be entitled “an act to alter the Constitution of 
the State of Mississippi,” 

Was read a third time, and put upon its passage by ayes 
and noes, according to the constitution. 

The result is as follows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Ayres, Boon, Downes, Durham, Draine, 
Ellis of Jasper, Fore, Field, Frost, Graves, Grinstead, Goode, 
Harrison, Jones, Kilgore, ‘Leake, Norris, Prewitt, Puckett, 
Rayburn, Robinson, Shoemaker, Stewart, Turner, Terrell, 
Tompkins, Wagster, Watkins, Williamson, and Yer ger—30. 

Noes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Allen of 
Hinds, Barringer, Bald win, Burrus, Crump, Inge, T ohnson, 
Means, Murchison, Maury, Offutt, Ruff, eee Shelby, 
Thompson, and Wilcox—16. 

So the bill did not pass. 

* Resolutions in relation to the establishment of a new 
land office in the state of Mississippi" 

Was read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Shelby, 

Was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be ertitled “an act requiring the governor to 
deposite the vouchers exhibiting the expenditures of the 
contingent fund in the | auditor of public Becounts: eee 
and for other purposes,” 

Was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Puckett, 

The House suspended the consideration of the orders of 
the day for half an hour. 

Mr. Besangon, by leave, offered .the following resolu- 
tion, to wit: 

Resolved, That the committee appointed early in the ses- 
sion to compare the manuscript journals with the printed 
journals, be required to report forthwith upon each page. 

After some discussion on the same, ` ^ 

Mr. Besangon asked leave to withdraw. the jaia 

Which was "arie | 
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,Á message. from the ; Senate, by Mr. Downs, their, Secre- 
tar See are 

Me Spraxen—The Senate have passed, the bill from: the 
House to be entitled “an act making certain appropriations 
therein named," - j 

And have made sundry amendnienis théreto; - o : 

In which I am requested to desire. the concurrence of the 
House. of Representatives. 

“The, amendments. to said bill were considered by. the. 
Hs to wit; 

1. To J. W. Dickson, J, W, Walsh, as ‘énrolling clerks, 
and M. O. Page, J. Heath, and Thomás. Heath, às srgrony 
ing clerks, Sach the sum of one hundred dollars; l | 

Disagreed to by the House, 

2. To Reuben Leach, as extra compensation, as door- 
keeper of the Senate, the sum of one hundred. and. fifty 
dollars; ` 

Which was disagreed to by the House. - . 

3. To Jonathan Whitesides and E. S. Farish, da 
a assistant doorkeepers to the House of Representatives, 
each the sum of one hundred dollars; | 

Was disagreed to by the House. 

4. To servant boy Wiley, the sum of seventy-five dol- 
lars, for sweeping und keoping the capitol im order; 

Was agreed to by the House. 

5. To C. Rankin Dickson, and J. A. Tolbert, engrossing 
clerks to the House of Representatives, the sum of ninety- 
six dollars each, as extra compensation; 

_Disagreed to by the House. "P E 

6. and 7, Strike out.article 22, and 13; ; °° —— ^ 

Disagreed to by the House. 

8. Amend article 25, by inserting Lii in lieu s of dod 

. Disagreed to, 
.. 9. Amend.article 21, by striking it. out; É 

Disagreed to. 

10. Amend article 3b. by striking out tão, and inserting 
(250;) | 

Agreed to. l l | 

11. Strike out article 38: 

Agreed to by the:THouse,: 

12. Strike out article 62; 

Disagreed to by the House. 

13, To. David H. Dozier, as engrossing + clerk to the 
House of Representatives, $96; . " : 

. Disagreed: io... I 

14, Strike out articles’ 68, 69, 10, and 1i; |» 

Agreed to by the House... ee 
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15. Article That the sum of fifty-eight dollars dnd 
forty cents, be allowed to Charles Netterville, late tax col- 
lector of Wilkinson county; ` 

Agreed toby the House. — - 

16. To Geo. B. Adams, deputy sheriff of Hinds cent 
the sum of forty-five dollars, &c.; 

Agreed to by the House. 

17. To James M. Downes, as extra compensation. as 
Secretary of the Senate; the sum of one hundred and nine- 
ty-two dollars; to S. R. Adams, reading clerk of the Senate, 
and F. L. Swann, assistant secretary of the Senate; each 
one hundred dollars; 

On motion, was disagreed to. i 

Mr. Williamson moved that the vote just taken on said 
17th amendment be re-considered; 

Which prevailed, and, 

On motion, | 

The House agreed to the same. 

20th amendment. To James M. Lewis, as extra com- 
pensation as sergeant-at-arms, $150; 

Disagreed to by the House. 

21. ToC. M. Price, for printing done for the Senate 
during this session, the sum of four hundred and forty dollars; 

Agreed to. 

Mr. Yerger offered the following amendment: 

* To C. M. Price, State Printer, for printing two hundred 
copies of an act entitled * an act to provide for funding the 
treasury warrants of the State of Mississippi, issued prior to 

the first day of January, 1841,” passed at-the present ses- 
sion, according to the provisions of the twenty- -third section 
of said act, the sum of fifty dollars,” 

Which was adopted. 

22. To C. M. Price, State Printer, for printing deni by 
order, for the Executive: Department of the’ State for the 
year 1840, the sum of $1,757 10, 

Was disagreed to by the House. - 

23. To E. S. Farish. for hire and board of servant to at- 
tend on the House of Representatives, the sum of fifty dol- 
lars,—A greed to. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary, to wit: 

Mr. Speaxer:—The Senate have instructed me to inform 
the House of Representatives, that they have refused to 
concur in the amendments reported by the committee of con- 
ference in relation to the liquidation of the Mississippi Union 
Bank, to secure her assets to pay the State bonds, and te 
save the people from burthensome taxation,” 
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: On motion óf Mr. Yerger; a ae 

"Tlià House adhéred ^to ‘their’ mena ‘ade: s ue 
committee of conference, to the bill in relation-to the. liqui- 
dation of the Mississippi Union Bank, and to secure her assets 
to pay the State Bonds, and to securé the people against 
burthensome taxation.” 7 

Ordered, that ‘the Clerk "inform the Senate ‘of ihe same, 
and desire them to recede from their disagreement to said 
report. 

Mr. Field, from the ome standiüg. committee on enrolled 
bills, reported: ` 

Mu: SexaxEn— The: joint standing comis on enrolled 
bills; have examined bills‘ of the following: titles, to wit: 

“Anact to abolish thé office of ‘commissioner of public 
buildings, and for othér purposes.” ` 

“An act authorizing the chancellor ti) exercise certain ne- 
cessary powers in vacation, and for other purposes,” 

And find the same cor rectly enrolled. ` 

Mr. Field, from.a standing committees made the follow- 
ing reports, to wit: 

Mr. Presmentr:-—The joint select comites ón enrolled 
bills have examined a bill of the following title, to wit: 

“An act making certain appropriations therein named,” 

And find the same to be correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Speaker:—The joint select committee on enrolled 
bills have examined bills of the following titles, to wit: 

“An act making certain appropriations therein named,” 

“An act to repeal the act heretofore passed incorpora- 
ting the city of Columbus, and to define the boundaries and 
reincorporate said city," 

And found said bills correctly enrolled. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Sec- 
retar 

Mà. Srraxer:—The Senate have receded from all the 
amendments made by them to the appropriation bill, except 
the first, second and twenty-second, in which amendments 
they insist, and ask the House to recede’ from their bancs 
ment thereto. 
` The. foregoing‘message was taken up, and the « contents 
considered, and the House, 

On motion of: Mr. Runnels, 

Refused to recede from their disagreement. — - 

Ordered, that tlie clerk inform the Senate of the same. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Sec- 
retary: ` 

Mr. Speaxer:—The Senate have instructed me-to infos 
the House of Representatives, that they have receded from 
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their amendments made to the bill to be entitled * an act to 
abolish the office of commissioner of public buildings, and for 
other purposes," o = 

The Senate have receded from the first and second amend- 
ments made by them to the appropriation bill, and insist on 
their twenty-second amendment, 

And ask the House to recede from their disagreement. 

The House then considered the twenty-second amend- 
ment above mentioned, and 

On motion of Mr. Durham, 

The House receded from their disagreement to said 
twenty-second amendment, with the following amendment: 

“Amend the amendment, *'To Charles M. Price, State 
Printer, for printing done for the State, by order of the Ex- 
ecutive, the sum of one thousand dollars.? ? 

Upon which amendment the ayes and noes were called, 
and are as follows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Allen of Marshall, Acker, Barnes, , 
Barringer, Besancon, Burrus,Boone, Crump,Durham, Draine, 
Fore, Grinstead, Harrison, Inge, Jones, Kilgore, Leake, Of- 
futt, Prewitt, Puckett, Roberts, Ruff, Robinson, Terrell, 
Thompson, Tompkins and Wagster—28. 

Noes—Messrs. Ayres, Downes, Dunn, Ellis of Jasper, 
Ellis of Newton, Field, Johnson, Means, Mount, Norris, 
Runnels, Smiley, Shoemaker, Stewart, Wilcox, Watkins, 
Williamson and Yerger—18. 

Ordered, that the Senate be informed of the same, 

And ask their concurrence therein. | 
Message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary: 

Mr. Speaxer:—The Senate have concurred in the amend- 
-ment made by the House to the 22d amendment of the 
Senate to the appropriation bill. 

A message from the Governor, by Mr. Russell, his Secre- 
tary: 

Mr. Spzaxer:—I am directed by his Excellency, the Go- 
vernor, to inform the House, that he did on this day, ap- 
proveand sign— 

‘An act to secure the rights of appellants and plaintiffs 
in error, and for other purposes; 

*An act to incorporate the Macon Lodge No. 40, of 
Free and Accepted Masons; 

‘An act to legalize the lease of certain school lands in the 
county of Coahoma; ' 

‘Resolutions relative to the establishment of a new land 
Mail route from Memphis to Vicksburg;’ l 4 

‘An act to incorporate the officers and members of the 
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Warren ‘Lodge . No» 3, of:the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows of the State of. Mississippi, at Vicksburg; me 
‘An act for the:appointment of State Printer, to regulate 
the fees of the Reporter of the High Court of Errors and 
Appeals, and for other purposes -> >` 
_ *An act to provide for the withdrawal of the Branches of © 
the Commercial Bank of Natchez, and to wind up the same; 


All of which originated in the House of Representatives. 
Veto Message of his Excellency, the Governor, to wit: 


VETO MESSAGE. 
Zo the House of Representatives: l 

The committee on enrolled bills presented this evening 
for my approval, a bill *to extend the benefit of the writ of 
error to all criminal-cases.” lt provides that the accused 
“may apply either by motion to the court rendering such 
judgment, sentence or decree in term time, or by petition 
to the clerk of such court, in vacation, for the issuance of a 
writ of error, and it shall be the duty of.said court, or said 
clerk, as the case may happen, to issue such writ of error 
forthwith, which writ when so issued shall operate as a su- 
persedeas to the judgment, sentence, or decree, upon condi- 
tion that the petitioners remain in custody, or enter into 
good and sufficient bond with security conditioned for his, 
her, or their appearance at the High Court of Errors and 
Appeals, to answer such judgment, sentence, or decree, as 
such High Court of Errors and Appeals may render on 
such writ of error.” ; 

The second section prescribes, “that the High Court of 
Errors and Appeals, upon all writs of error presented under 
the first section of this act, shall examine and decide upon 
the record in such cases, whether errors be assigned or not.” 
The bill does not designate the penalty of bonds to be taken 
when a supersedeas is demanded. It makes no provision 
im relation to the approval of such bonds. Persons senten- 
ced to confinement in the Penitentiary, and convicted of 
murder and arson in the first degree, are embraced in the 
provisions of the bill before me. .. The seventeenth section 
of the Bill of Rights declares * that all prisoners shall, be- 
lore conviction, be. bailable by sufficient securities, except 
for capital offences, when the proof is evident, or the pre- 
sumption great." That clause surely forbids the setting at 
large prisoners convicted of murder. The existing laws au- 
thorize the Judges of the High Court of Errors and Appeals, 
and the Circuit Judges, to grant writs of error in all criminal 
eases. Bond for the cost. alone is required—the sentence 
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on the grant of such writ is suspended, and in capital cases 
and those dooming prisoners to the walls of the penitentiary, ` 
they are suffered to remain in the county jails, until the 
final decision of the Supreme Court. There are eleven 
Circuit Judges, and three Judges of the High Court author- 
ized under former laws to grant writs of error in capital 
eases. They reside in various portions of the state, and 
can readily attend to granting writs of error, in cases pro- 
vided for under the law now in existence. When prison- 
ers are found guilty of high offences by a jury of their coun- 
try, and sentence has been pronounced by the Judge who 
presided at the trial, it would be highly inexpedient to dis- 
charge them upon their giving bonds to prosecute their 
writs of error sued out. Believing the bill to be unconsti- 
tutional, and being firmly persuaded that its effect would 
be to enable criminals to escape the meshes of the law and 
go unpunished, I cannot conscientiously sign the bill. 1 
can never consent to a measure, which, in my opinion 
would be equivalent to throwing open the doors of the pen- 
itentiary, and repealing the penal code. 
` A. G. McNUTT. 
Executive DEPARTMENT, i ` 

City of Jackson, February 6, T i 

The bill to which the Governor alludes in the foregoing 
message, was put upon its passage, the Governor’s objec- 
tions to the contrary notwithstanding, agreeably to the Con- 
stitution, by ayes and noes, which are as follows: 

Ayes—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen of Marshall, Barrin- 
ger, Besançon, Durham, Dunn, Fore, Field, Inge, Means, 
Mount, Norris, Offutt, Puckett, Ruff, Runnels, Shelby, Stew- 
art, Thompson, Tompkins, Wilcox, Watkins, Williamson 
and Yerger—25. 

Noes—Messrs. Acker, Ayres, Barnes, Boone, Crump, 
Draine, Ellis of Jasper, Ellis of Newton, Grinstead, Harri- 
son, Johnson, Jones, Kilgore, Leake, Maury, Prewitt, Ray- 
burn, Smiley, Shoemaker, Turner, Terrel and Wagster—22. 

So the bill was lost. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Sec- 
retary: 

Mr. Spraxer—The President of the Senate did, on this 
day, siga a hill to be entitled “an act to abolish the uffice 
of Commissioner of public buildings," 

Which originated in the House of Representatives. 

The President of the Senate has, this day, signed bills of 
titles, to wit: 

“An act to provide for the withdrawal of the branches 
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of. the Commercial Bank of Natchez, and to wind up the 
same,”: ^" m ; - 
'“Amn act for the appointment of State Printer; to regu- 
late the fees of the Reporter of the High Court of Errors 
and Appeals, and for other purposes," D 

“4% Resolutions relative to the Honorable John McKin- 
ley, one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the United 
States.” MEE i 

All of which originated in the House of Representatives. 

. Mr.- Mount called from the orders of- the day, the bill to 
be entitled “an act to amend the twenty-first section.of.an 
act entitled-an act to incorporate the subscribers to the Mis- 
sissippi Union Bank, and for other purposes,” .. 

Which call was sustained, 

And the bill read the second time. 

-On motion of Mr. Mount, 

The rule was further dispensed with, and said bill read a 
third time, and passed with its title as stated. — 

And thereupon the-clerk informed the Senate of the same. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downes, their Secre- 
tary: > . 

Mr. Speaxer—The Senate has passed a bill from the 
House of Representatives, of the following titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the chancellor 
to exercise certain necessary powers in vacation, and for 
other purposes.” . 

The President of the Senate did, on this day, sign a bill 
to be entitled “an act making certain appropriations therem 
named;” and: 

“An act to authorize the chancellor to exercise certain 
necessary powers in vacation,-and for other purposes.” 

The following messages were received from the Gover- 
nor, by Mr. Russell, his private Secretary, tô wit: — 

Mr. Seeaxer—I am directed by his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor to inform this House that he did, on this day, approve 
and sign— ' BEN 

*An act authorizing the chancellor to. exercise certain 
necessary powers in vacation, and for other purposes;” 

Which originated in the House of Representatives. ` 

Mr. Speaxer—I am directed by his Excellency the Gover- 
nor to inform the House that he did, on this day, approve 
andsign— — A 


- “Amu act to abolish the office of commissioner of public 


buildings, and for other purposes;” —_. E 
“Which originated in the House of Representatives. 
Mr. Seraxer—I am directed by his Excellency the Gover- 


nor to inform the House that he did on this day, approve 
and sign— 
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«An act making certain appropriations therein named ;" 

Which originated in the House of Representatives. . 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Downs, their Secre- 
tary: a l ; e 

Mr. Speaxer—The Senate has adopted the following 
resolution, and have instructed me to ask the concurrence 
' of the House of Representatives: EC 

“Resolved, (with the concurrence of the House of Repre- 
sentatives,) that a joint committee of three on the part of 
the Senate, and —— ——— on the part of the House, be ap- 
pointed to wait on his Excellency the Governor, and inform 
him that the two Houses have discharged all the business 
before them, and are now ready to adjourn sine die, and in- 
quire of him whether he has any further communications to 
present to the Legislature. 

And have appointed on their part, Messrs. Love, Leflore, 
and Davidson. 

On motion, 

The House concurred in the foregoing resolution, and the 
blank filled with the number five. 

Mr. Speaker Ruff, (who then occupied the presiding offi- 
cer's chair,) appointed, on the part of the House, Messrs. 
Watkins, Yerger, Roberts, Burrus, and Dunn. 

Mr. Watkins, from the joint committee appointed to wait 
on his Excellency, and inform him that the two Houses had 
disposed of the business before them, and are now ready to 
adjourn sine die, and to ask if he has no further communi- 
cation to make them, reported, that they had performed 
that duty, and had received as reply from his Excellency, 
that he had no further communication to make. 

On motion of Mr. Draine, 

Ordered, that the clerk inform the Senate, that the House 
of Representatives had disposed of the business before 
them, and are now ready to adjourn sine die, in pursuance 
toa joint resolution to that effect. 

The followmg message was received from the Senate, 
by their Secretary, Mr. James M. Downs: 

Mr. SrraxER:— The Senate have disposed of the busi- 
ness before them, and are now ready to adjourn sine die. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be tendered to 
the Hon. James Alexander Ventress, the Speaker thereof, 
for the able and impartial manner with which he has dis- 
charged the duties of his said office, during the present ses- 
sion of the Legislature. 23 
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Mr. Ruff then moved that the House of Representatives. 
do now adjourn, sine die, 

But before the question was put, 

Mr. Speaker Ventress, rose and addressed the House. 

The question was then put— 

“Shall the House adjourn?” 

And decided in the affirmative. 

The Speaker then declared that the House of Represen- 
tatives pas adjourned, sine die. 

J. ALEXANDER VENTRESS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
RICHARD M. CORWINE, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
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